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STATE  OF  MINNESOTA 


Office  of  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission 


St.  Paul  Minn.,  December  1,  1918. 

To  His  Excellency,  J.  A.  A.  Burnquist,  Governor  of  Minnesota. 

Sir :  Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  section  4236  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  of  Minnesota,  1913,  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Com- 
mission has  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report  of  the  doings  of 
the  Commission  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1918,  this  being 
the  thirty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Commission  as  now  organized, 
with  such  facts,  statements  and  explanations  as  will  disclose  the  ac- 
tual workings  of  the  system  of  railroad  transportation  in  its  bear- 
ings upon  the  business  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  state,  with 
such  suggestions  in  relation  thereto  as  seem  appropriate  to  the  Com- 
mission. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

IRA  B.  MILLS, 

0.  P.  B.  JACOBSON, 

FRED  W.  PUTNAM, 

Commissioners, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN,  Secretary. 
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SYNOPSIS  OP  RAILROAD  COMPANIES'  REPORTS 

The  total  mileage  of  the  main  line  of  railways  operating  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota  on  December  31,  1917,  was  9,037.70  exclusive  of 
terminal  and  transfer  railways,  and  on  December  31,  1916,  9,058.16, 
a  decrease  for  the  year  of  20.46  miles. 

Th»>  total  mileage  of  terminal  and  switching  roads  for  1917  was 
185.46  and  for  1916,  175.36,  an  increase  of  10.10  miles.  The  gross  in- 
crease in  the  railroad  mileage  of  Minnesota,  exclusive  of  terminal 
and  switching  roads,  for  the  calendar  year  ended  December  31,  1917, 

16.80  miles,  with  a  decrease  of  37.26  miles,  a  net  decrease  of 

20.46  miles,  which  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Increase    Decrease 

Big  Fork  &  International  Falls  Railway  Co 14  

Chicago,  Great  Western  Railroad  Co 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Co 2.64 

I niluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Co 15.10  

Duluih,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Co 2.95 

Duluth  X-  North.-™  Minnesota  Railway  Co 25.21 

I Miluth.  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Co .42 

ric  Short  Line  Railway  Co 1.54 

Great  Nor              taflwaj  Oo 1-H 

Green  Bay  &  Western  Railway  Co 45  

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  Kiv.-r  Railway  Co 

Minnesota  &                                   1  way  Co .42 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co ill  

Total  16.80  37.26 

Net  decrease  20.46 

CAPITAL  STOCK   AND  FUNDED  DEI'- 

The  amount  <>f  capital  stock  for  the  railroads  reporting  to  this 
Commission  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1917,  was 
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$1,579,267,73:),  and  of  funded  debt  $2,073,789,697,  a  total  capital 
stock  and  funded  debt  of  $3,653,057,432,  as  against  the  total  amount 
for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1916,  of  $3,530,152,932,  an  increase 
in  the  capital  stock  and  funded  debt  of  $122,904,500;  $2,500,000  of 
which  is  due  to  the  inclusion  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Electric 
Short  Line  Terminal  Company  which  had  not  heretofore  made  a 
report  to  this  Commission. 

The  above  increase  is  practically  accounted  for  in  the  following 
tables : 

CAPITAL   STOCK. 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Chicago  &  (North  Western  Railway  Co $15,041,690     

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co 54,422,159     

Duluth,  Rainy  Lake  &  Winnipeg  Railway  Co $2,000,000 

Electric  Short  Line  Terminal  Co 2,500,000 


Total $71,963,849  $2,000,000 

The  stock  of  the  Duluth,  Rainy  Lake  &  Winnipeg  Railway  Co.,  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

FUNDED  DEBT. 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Co $1,515,700 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co $24,759,000     

Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway  Co 3,958,500 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co 41,470,785 

Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  Railway  Co 9,675,041 

Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Co 343,000 

Great  Northern  Railway  Co 19,905,000     

Illinois   Central  Railroad  Co 69,110,465     

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Co 1,491,100     

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Ry.  Co 1,333,850 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co 2,477,000 

Wisconsin  Central  Railway  Co ; 1,290,430 


Total  $115,265,565     $62,064,306 

Net  increase    $53,201,259 

OPERATING  REVENUE,  STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

The  total  operating  revenue  of  the  railroads  doing  business  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  derived  from  freight,  passenger,  express, 
mail  and  all  other  sources  of  revenue  for  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1917,  was  $124,218,154,  and  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1916,  $121,821,203,  an  increase  of  $2,396,951. 

OPERATING  EXPENSES,  STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

The  total  amount  of  operating  expenses  charged  to  the  State' 
of  Minnesota  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1917,  was  $78,801,526 ; 
for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1916,  $66,832,900,  an  increase  of 
$11,968,626. 
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NET  OPERATING  REVENUE,   STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

The  total  net  operating  revenue  for  the  State  of  Minnesota  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1917,  was  $45,416,628,  and  for  the  year 
ended  December  31,  1916,  $54,988,303,  a  decrease  of  $9,571,675. 

DIVIDENDS  PAID. 

The  total  amount  of  dividends  paid  from  net  corporate  income 
and  from  surplus  by  the  railway  companies  operating  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1917,  was  $98,119,717, 
and  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  '1916,  $90,258,012,  an  increase 
of  $7,861,705.  The  following  table  shows  the  companies  paying 
dividends  out  of  net  corporate  income  for  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1917: 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Co $19,951,038 

Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway  Co 11,688,967 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co 1,779,773 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Co 1,715,986 

Duluth  &  Northeastern  Railroad  Co 50,000 

Duluth  Terminal  Railway  Co 24,000 

Duluth  Union  Depot  &  Transfer  Co 15,000 

Electric  Short  Line  Terminal  Co 3,979 

Great  Northern  Railway  Co 17,462,959 

Minneapolis  Eastern  Railway  Co 8,750 

Minnesota  &  International  Railway  Co 25,000 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co 17,360,000 

St.  Paul  Union  Depot  Co 37,296 


Total   $70,122,748 

The  following  table  shows  dividends  paid- out  of  surplus  by  the 
railway  companies  operating  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  for  the  year 
(1  December  31,  1917: 

Chicago,  Great  Western  Railroad  Co $439,266 

:IKO,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co 13,392,476 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Co 780,000 

Duluth.  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Co 2,056,250 

.   &  Western  Railway  Co 225,000 

Illinois  Cf-ntral  Railroad  Co 7,923,559 

Minneapolis.  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Co 2,646,714 

Railway  Transfer  Company  of  Minneapolis s:>,.092 

Wisconsin  Central  Railway  Co 450,612 

Total    $27,996,969 

I'KMIT    AND    CRKhIT    I', A  LANCES    CARRIED    TO    PROFIT    AND   LOSS 

ACCOUNT. 

Tin-    following  companies   carried    forward    credit    Kalanccs    for 
tin-  cal«-nd;ir  year  i-ndnl   I  )«MM-inl.«-i-  31,   1!>17: 

ago,  Great  Western  Railroad  Co .       $1,345,841 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  st.  Paul  Railway  Co. .  4,468,632 

igo,  North  \v-              itlway  Co                                    ....  '..~>,183 

ad  A    Pacific  Railway  Co 

il.  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Co. .  402,603 

I >u hi:                                          way  Co. .  285,854 

Duluth  *   Iron   Range  Railroad  Co..  1,616,953 
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Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Co 4,820,058 

Duluth  &  Northeastern  Railroad  Co 4,990 

Great  Northern  Railway  Co 112,683 

Green  Bay  &  Western  Railway  Co 172,140 

Illinois  Central  Railroad  Co 15,016,193 

Minneapolis  Eastern  Railway  Co 5,308 

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  Co 26,747 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Co 651,050 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Co 2,746,430 

Minneapolis  Western  Railway  Co 11,163 

Minnesota  &  International  Railway  Co 56,270 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co 12,142,686 

Railway  Transfer  Company  of  Minneapolis 73,431 

Spirit  Lake  Transfer  Railway  Co 31,861 

Winona  Bridge  Railway  Co 3,333 

Wisconsin  Central  Railway  Co 1,701,588 

Total $56,747,742 

The  following  companies  carried  forward  debit  balances  for  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1917 : 

Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Co $91,199 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Co 115,266 

Duluth,  South  Shore  &  Atlantic  Railway  Co 348,802 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Co 65,937 

Electric  Short  Line  Terminal  'Co 6,423 

Hill  City  Railway  Co 14,423 

Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway  Co 5,069 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Rochester  &  Dubuque  Electric  Traction 

Co 262,957 

Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Co 36,763 

St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Co 10,300 

Total $957,139 

The  total  credit  balance  carried  forward  was  $56,747,742,  and 
for  December  31,  1916,  $88,393,230,  a  decrease  of  $31,645,488  during 
the  year  1917. 

The  total  debit  balance  carried  forward  for  1917  was  $957,139, 
and  for  December  31,  1916,  $1,580,976,  a  decrease  of  $623,837  dur- 
ing the  year  1917. 

ACCUMULATED  PROFIT  AND  LOSS  BALANCE. 

The  total  accumulated  profit  and  loss  credit  balance  up  to 
December  31,  1917,  carried  to  their  respective  balance  sheets, 
amounted  to  $475,508,154. 

The  total  debit  balance  amounted  to  $9,197,510,  making  a  net 
total  credit  balance  of  $466,310,644. 

ACCUMULATED  SURPLUS. 

The  total  net  credit  balance  for  all  lines  to  December  31, 
1917,  carried  to  their  respective  balance  sheets,  amounted  to  $642,- 
778,965. 
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TAXES. 

The  total  amount  reported  by  the  railway  companies  for  taxes 

on  their  gross  earnings  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  for  the  calendar 

ended  December  31,  1917,  amounted  to  $6,180,664,  and  for  the 

year  ended  December  31,  1916,  $6,053,240,  an  increase  in  taxation  of 

sli'7,424.    The  taxes  accrued  for  all  systems  amounted  to  $52,650,- 

which  would  show  an  average  rate  of  taxation  on  their  gross 

earnings  of  6.50  per  cent. 

OPERATING  REVENUES— ENTIRE  LINES. 

The  total  amount  of  operating  revenues  for  the  entire  lines  of 
all  roads  operating  in  the  State  for  the  calendar  year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31, 1917,  amounted  to  $810,379,41^, 

RENTALS  RECEIVED. 

The  total  amount  of  rentals  received  by  the  railway  companies 
for  the  use  of  their  tracks  by  other  railway  companies,  and  other 
rentals,  for  their  entire  lines,  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1917,  is  as  follows: 

Received  from  joint  facilities   $6,144,843 

Received  from  lease  of  road 6,507,994 

Received  from  miscellaneous  rentals   1,646,138 

Total  $14,298,975 

For  the  calendar  year  ended  December  31,  1916,  the  total  ren- 
tals  received  from  the  above  sources  amounted  to  $15,691,671,  a 
decrease  of  $1,392,696  during  the  year  1917. 

RENTALS  PAID. 

The  total  amount  of  rentals  paid  by  the  railway  companies  for 
th»-  use  of  tracks  of  other  railway  companies,  and  other  rentals,  for 

i  heir  entire  1'im-s,  for  the  calendar  year  ended  December  31,  1917,  is 
as  follov 

Paid  for  joint  facilities   $9,275,721 

Paid  for  lease  of  roads 9,812,092 

Paid  for  miscellaneous  rentals  295,098 


$19,382,911 

For  the  calendar  year  ended  December  31,  191(5,  the  total  nn 
tals  paid  l»y  the  railway  companies  for  the  above  privileges  amount- 
ed to  $23,904,954,  a  decrease  of  $4,522,043  during  the  year  1917. 

In  this  report  will  l»e  found  a  number  of  statistical  tables  which 
information  relating  to  the  operation  of  rail- 
roads in  this  state,  and  is  similar  to  that  furnished  by  the  railroad 
companies  in  their  annual  reports  to  tin-  Interstate  Commerce  Coin 

ion,  as  required  by  its  rules  for  uniform  accounting,  whi<-h 
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rules  have  been  adopted  as  a  requirement  by  the  various  state  rail- 
road commissions  with  a  view  to  securing  a  uniform  system  of  re- 
porting the  operations  of  all  railroads  in  all  states.  The  original  re- 
ports filed  by  the  railroad  companies  with  this  Commission,  contain- 
ing the  data  shown  in  the  tallies  referred  to,  are  available  to  all 
interested  parties  for  the  purpose  of  examination  at  its  office  in  the 
New  Capitol  Building,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

The  index  to  any  specific  statistical  table  can  be  found  on  page 
,  preceeding  the  tables  above  referred  to. 

ANNUAL  REPORT   OF  EXPRESS   COMPANIES. 

The  express  companies  doing  business  in  this  state  have  made 
full  reports  for  their  entire  systems  to  this  Commission  for  the  year 
ended  December  31,  1916.  Statistical  tables  of  the  express  com- 
panies can  be  found  in  detail  on  page of  this  report. 

ELECTRIC  RAILWAYS. 

The  electric  railway  companies  doing  business  in  this  state  have 
made  full  reports  for  their  entire  systems  to  this  Commission  for 
the  year  ended  December  31,  1916,  the  essential  features  and  statis- 
tical tables  of  which  can  be  found  in  detail  on  page 

of  this  report. 

RAILWAY  LINES  OPERATED  BY  OTHER  THAN  STEAM  POWER. 

The  following  named  railway  companies  operating  lines  by  oth- 
er than  steam  power  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission  have 

filed  their  annual  reports  for  the  past  year.  (See  pages 

inclusive)  : 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Paul  Suburban  Railroad  Co.  (electric)  tenth  annual 
report. 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Rochester  &  Dubuque  Electric  Traction  Co.  (Dan 
Patch  Line)  eighth  annual  report. 

Mesaba  Railway  Co.  (electric)  sixth  annual  report. 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Co.  (Luce  Electric  Line)  fifth  annual 
report. 

Minneapolis,  Anoka  &  -Cuyuna  Range  Railroad  Co.  (electric)  fifth  annual 
report. 

St.  Paul  Southern  Electric  Railway  Co.  fourth  annual  report. 

Minnesota  Northwestern  Electric  Railway  Co.  fourth  annual  report. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COMMISSION 
The  Commission  is  now  constituted  as  follows : 
Ira  B.  Mills,  re-elected  November,  1916,  term  expires  January 
1923. 

0.  P.  B.  Jacobson,  elected  November,  1914,  term  expires  January 
1921. 

Fred  "W.  Putnam,  elected  November  1918,  term  expires  Janu- 
ary 1925. 
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GRAIN  INSPECTION  AND  WEIGHING  DEPARTMENTS. 
The  annual  reports  of  these  departments  are  now  published 
separately  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Commission  in  pamphlet 
form  for  the  use  and  convenience  not  only  of  these  departments, 
hut  also  for  those  interested  in  the  grain  trade.  Copies  can  be  ob- 
tained by  application  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Grain,  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  DEPARTMENT. 

The  eighth  annual  report  of  this  department  covers  its  labors 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  November  30,  1918,  and  is  published  in 
pamphlet  form,  copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  by  application  to 
the  State  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Old  State  Capitol,  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota. 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 

The  annual  report  of  this  department  showing  in  detail  the 
various  features  of  its  labors  during  the  year  ending  November  30, 
1918,  will  be  found  herein  on  pages  20  to  37,  inclusive. 

TELEPHONE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Telephone  Department  cover- 
ing a  period  of  twelve  months,  ending  November  30,  1918,  is  con- 
tained herein  on  pages  51  to  180.  The  report  can  be  obtained  in 
pamphlet  form  by  addressing -Supervisor  of  Telephones,  State  Cap- 
itol, St.  Paul,  .Minnesota. 

RAILROAD   TRACK    SCALES   AND   TERMINAL   GRAIN    SCALES 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  twelfth  annual  report  of  Railroad  Track  Scale  Supervision, 
and  the  first  annual  report  of  Terminal  Grain  Scale  Supervision 

arc  not  included  in  this  report,  hut  are  printed  in  pamphlet  form, 
copies  of  which  can  he  ohtaincd  hy  application  to  the  Supervisor  of 

216  Corn    K\chan«:e,   Minneapolis,   Minnesota. 
MAKV  OF  Tin:  WORK  OFTHK  COMMISSION  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Durinir  the  year  ending  November  :!<>,  1918,  the  complaints, 
claims,  car  shortage  complaints,  applications  for  changes  in  raw* 
and  other  matters  calling  I'm1  action  hy  the  Commission  either  in 
a  formal  manner  or  through  the  medium  of  correspondence, 
amounted  during  the  y.-ar  to  a  total  of  1,281  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  f'orei,r«»iii«r  there  were  approximately  1,000 
cases  involving  claims,  ^notations  of  rates  or  the  t'urnishinir  of  in- 
formation <  the  movements  of  traffic,  hoth  state  and  inter- 
state, and  other  miscellaneous  information,  all  of  which  entailed  a 
larire  amount  of  detail  \\ 
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All  of  the  formal  cases  are  listed  in  this  report  and  where  orders 
have  been  necessary,  are  made  the  subject  of  a  more  complete  write- 
up.  Practically  every  case  presented  to  the  Commission  has  been 
adjusted  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  although  an  appeal  to  the 
courts  has  been  made  against  several  of  the  orders  issued,  there 
has  been  only  one  case  in  which  the  order  of  the  State  Commission 
was  reversed,  and  in  that  case  the  order  was  reversed  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  after  a  favorable  decision  had 
been  rendered  by  the  state  courts. 

FORMAL  CASES  AWAITING  FINAL  DISPOSITION. 

At  the  time  of  closing  this  report  the  formal  cases  cited  below 
were  awaiting  the  findings  and  order  of  the  Commission : 

A-2031 — Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  vs.  Northern  Pacific,  Minne- 
sota and  International,  Big  Fork  &  International  Falls  Railway 
Companies.  Relative  to  all  of  these  roads  being  considered  as  one. 

STATUS  AND  DISPOSITION  OF  CASES  IN  THE  COURTS  ON  APPEAL 
FROM  ORDERS  OF  THIS  COMMISSION  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
CLOSING  THIS  REPORT. 

*  State  of  Minnesota  vs.  Great  Northern  and  Minneapolis  West- 
ern Railway  Companies — Petition  of  Minneapolis  Civic  &  Commerce 
Association.  In  re  switching1  charges.  May  25,  1916.  Order  of 
Commission  affirmed.  To  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  No- 
vember 17,  1917,  and  affirmed,  see  47  U.  S.  490. 

Minneapolis  Civic  and  Commerce  Association  vs.  Minnesota 
Transfer  Railway  Company,  et  al. — Appealed  to  District  Court, 
Hennepin  County.  Case  still  pending. 

*St.  Paul  Association  of  Commerce  and  Minneapolis  Civic  and 
Commerce  Association — To  make  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Transfer,  Hopkins  and  St.  Louis  Park  one  common  point  for  rate 
making  purposes.  Case  dismissed  by  United  States  Supreme  Court 
on  application  of  plaintiffs. 

*A.  C.  Ochs  vs.  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  and  Chi- 
cago &  North  Western  Railway  Company — Side  track  facilities. 
Appealed  to  State  Supreme  Court.  Affirmed  January  12,  1917. 
Appealed  to  United  States  Supreme  Court,  April  23,  1917.  Case 
still  pending. 

-;:Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  vs.  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  et  al. — Re  passenger  rates.  To  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  who  refused  petition. 

*Wm.  Devine  vs.  Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  Company  and 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  et  al. — Ice  rates. 
Case  dismissed. 
•Closed. 
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Commercial  Club  of  St.  James  vs.  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
&  Omaha  Railway  Company — New  depot  at  St.  James.  Appealed  to 
District  Court,  Watonwan  County.  Order  of  Commission  affirmed. 
Stipulation  signed  for  settled  case,  but  appealed  to  Minnesota  Su- 
preme Court.  Case  pending. 

^Farmers  Elevator  &  Supply  Company  vs.  Chicago  &  North 
Western  Railway  Company  and  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  Railway  Company — Refund  of  freight  charges  under  rates 
enjoined.  Case  closed  so  far  as  Commission  is  concerned. 

*K.  0.  Sandum  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Com- 
pany and  Sheffield  Elevator  Company,  intervenor — Trackage  facili- 
ties at  Minneapolis.  Case  closed  so  far  as  Commission  is  concerned. 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Detroit,  Minnesota,  vs.  Minne- 
apolis, St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company — Dangerous 
crossing  at  Detroit.  Appealed  to  District  Court  of  Becker  County. 
Case  still  pending. 

*Continental  &  Commercial  Trust  &  Savings  Bank,  et  al,  vs.  Min- 
neapolis, St.  Paul,  Rochester  &  Dubuque  Electric  Traction  Company, 
et  al. — Proceedings  to  abandon  Dan  Patch  Line.  Case  closed  by  re- 
organization of  road  as  Minneapolis,  Nort'hfield  &  Southern  Railway 
Company. 

Citizens  of  the  Villages  of  Lucan,  Milroy,  Wabasso  and  Clements 
vs.  Chicago  &  North- Western  Railway  Company — Inadequate  pas- 
senger train  service.  Commission's  order  appealed  to  District  Court 
of  Blue  Earth  County.  Case  still  pending. 

*Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company,  et  al. — To  increase  coal 
and  coke  rates.  Commission's  order  appealed  to  District  Court, 
Ramsey  County.  Appeal  dismissed. 

A.  S.  Palmerlee  vs.  Chicago,  Great  Western  Railroad  Company, 
and  Chicago  &  North- Western  Railway  Company. — Dodge  Center 
joint  passenger  depot.  Appeal  taken  by  the  railway  companies  to 
District  Court  of  Dodge  County.  Case  still  pending. 

National  Council  of  Farmers'  Co-Operative  Association  vs.  W. 
G.  McAdoo,  et  al. — This  is  a  proceeding  before  tho  Int<>rstat.-  Com 
MKTCC  Commission  to  M6UT6  the*  restoration  of  the  relationship 
1st  ing  between  tho  rates  on  coarse  grains  and  the  rates  on  wheat 
prior  t«.  tin    issuance  of  \V.  G.  McAdoo 's  Order  No.  28.    This  Com- 
mission  int  and  testimony  was  taken  November  11,  1918. 
Case  pending. 

•Closed 
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CLAIMS  AND  OVERCHARGES 

During  the  past  \ car  the  Commission  secured  a  decision  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  a  case  which  had  been  pending  for 
some  time.  The  ease  was  a  direct  result  of  the  decision  in  the  Min- 
nesota Rate  Case  and  involved  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  State 
to  consider  the  contract  existing  between  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway,  as  practically 
giving  to  the  Milwaukee  Company,  rails  of  its  own  for  the  handling 
of  traffic  from  stations  011  its  line  to  Dulut'h. 

If  this  contention  by  the  State  could  be  sustained  it  meant  that 
a  continuous  mileage  rate  must  be  used,  and  hence  would  mean  a 
reduction  in  rates  to  shippers  between  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  and 
stations  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

The  contention  of  the  State  was  sustained  and  in  addition  to  a 
reduction  in  rates  on  all  future  traffic  the  decision  carried  with  it  a 
provision  for  refunding  the  overcharges  collected  during  the  pen- 
dency of  the  suit. 

A  large  number  of  claims  were  filed  with  the  Commission  on 
which  there  have  been  some  payments  made,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  balance  will  be  settled  in  a  satsfactory  manner  as  they  are  under 
active  investigation  by  the  Milwaukee  Company. 

In  addition  to  these  claims  the  Commission  has  handled  a  total 
of  227  claims,  the  major  portion  of  which  the  carriers  had  either 
declined  or  failed  to  settle  within  a  reasonable  time. 

•  These  were  all  handled  through  the  claim  Departments  of  the 
interested  roads  and  in  almost  every  case  were  carried  to  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion,  resulting  in  a  repayment  of  the  amount  overcharged 
to  claimant. 

There  were  also  a  number  of  Minnesota  Rate  Case  claims  han- 
dled to  a  conclusion,  which  have  been  pending  since  the  final  decree 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  but  many  were  only  paid  after 
a  further  suit  by  the  State  to  compel  restitution.  There  are  still  a 
few  of  these  claims  unpaid  awaiting  the  outcome  of  a  suit  to  com- 
pel the  use  of  a  continuous  mileage  rate  over  the  rails  of  the  Chicago, 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  and  the  Chicago  and  North-Western 
Railways,  and  another  suit  covering  the  question  of  misrouting  of 
shipments  of  flour  and  feed. 

CAR  SERVICE. 

During  the  Fall  of  1917  and  Spring  of  1918  practically  all  of  the 
time  of  one  member  of  the  Commission  and  one  of  the  employees 
of  the  Department,  best  posted  on  the  subject,  was  devoted  to  the 
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handling  of  car  service  complaints.  They  consisted  of  calls  for  cars 
for  the  loading  of  potatoes,  hay,  grain,  live  stock  and  coal;  the  coal 
question  being  the  most  difficult  to  handle  on  account  of  such  a 
large  percentage  of  the  coal  moving  from  Superior  via  interstate 
routes,  and  the  necessity  of  getting  prompt  action.  Some  idea  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  fuel  problem  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact,  that 
owing  to  very  cold  weather  and  heavy  snow  fall  it  was  necessary  at 
times  to  move  coal  to  suffering  communities  on  passenger  trains. 

Another  problem  was  the  moving  of  the  large  crop  of  potatoes 
from  this  state  to  points  of  consumption  in  surrounding  states.  Ow- 
ing to  the  perishable  nature  of  potatoes  it  was  necessary  to  secure 
insulated  cars  for  all  shipments  handled  after  November  15,  1917, 
and  as  the  number  of  refrigerators  owned  or  leased  by  the  carriers 
is  small  as  compared  with  other  types  of  cars  it  followed  that  a  very 
serious  car  shortage  developed  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  the 
crop  that  should  have  been  eaten  was  converted  into  potato  starch 
or  flour  at  a  price  that  must  have  caused  a  serious  loss  to  the  farmer. 

The  actual  number  of  complaints  of  car  shortage  on  which  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  matter  the  subject  of  correspondence  was 
three  hundred  and  ninety-one,  up  to  November  30,  1917,  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty-three  from  that  date  up  to  November  30, 
1918,  but  there  were  a  very  large  number  of  calls  for  help  received 
by  long  distance  'phone,  or  wire,  and  answered  in  the  same  manner. 

This  does  not  include  requests  for  help  in  securing  coal,  all  ol 
which  were  first  taken  up  with  the  coal  company  interested  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  information  as  to  the  loading  of  the  coal;  and 
then  with  the  carrier  for  the  purpose  of  hurrying  the  shipment* 
through  to  destination. 

It  was  in  connection  with  this  character  of  complaint  that  the 
(  Ominis.sion  found  it  necessary  to  ask  the  carriers,  in  some  instances, 
lo  move  coal  on  passenger  trains,  in  order  to  prevent  actual  suffering 
or  the  closing  of  the  public  schools.  At  times  the  Department  re- 
ceived calls  from  as  many  as  three  dealers  in  one  town,  but  an  inves- 
tigation through  the  Mayor  of  the  town,  by  'phone,  developed  the 
in  format  ion  that  another  dealer  still  had  a  fair  supply  of  coal  on 
hand.  Hence  such  a  case  would  he  passed  over  temporarily  to  care 
for  complaints  from  towns  win-re  the  supply  of  coal  was  actually 
exhausted. 

The  experience  of  the  winter  of  1!»17  1!MS  tauirht  the  residents  of 
the  smaller   towns   a   lesson  regarding  winter  fuel   which   had    ' 
learned  some  years  ago  by  the  residents  of  the  larger  cities;  namely, 
that  the  only  safe  plan  was  to  secure  their  winter  fuel  while  cars 
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were  available  and  the  weather  favorable.  In  order  to  impress  this 
upon  the  minds  of  all  of  our  citizens  the  Commission  sent  out  the 
following  circular: 

Commissioners:   Ira  B.  Mills,  O.  P.  B.  Jacobson,  Fred  W.  Putnam. 

MINNESOTA  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION, 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

COAL!      BUY    YOUR    BITUMINOUS    COAL   NOW! 

June  1,  1918. 

It  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  immunity  from  suffering,  on  account  of 
shortage  of  coal,  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  Northwest  during  the  winter 
just  passed,  will  not  be  duplicated  during  the  winter  of  1918-1919  unless 
dealers  and  consumers  of  coal  join  in  an  earnest  effort  to  comply  with  the 
suggestions  made  from  several  quarters;  that  the  consumer  order  his  next 
winter's  supply  of  soft  coal  from  his  dealer  at  once  and  have  it  placed  in 
his  cellar  just  as  soon  as  coal  is  available  ajt  the  lake  docks. 

This  is  identical  with  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Minnesota  Commis- 
sion in  the  circular  issued  May  1,  1917,  with  reference  to  the  hard  coal 
supply  for  1917-1918,  but  this  year  it  is  hoped  that  all  u&ers  of  soft  coal 
will  co-operate  to  the'  fullest  extent,  and  this  can  best  be  done  by  complying 
with  the  sggestion  of  the  Fuel  Administration  and  securing  their  next  win- 
ter's supply  of  soft  coal  at  once. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the  zone  system  of  coal  distribu- 
tion, as  announced  by  the  Fuel  Administration,  soft  coal  for  use  in  Minne- 
sota can  only  be  shipped  into  this  state  through  the  lake  ports  and  from  the 
Illinois  field;  and  Illinois  coal  for  domestic  use  can  only  be  shipped  into 
Minnesota  during  the  period  from  April  1  to  September  30,  1918. 

There  are  a  very  few  plants  which  can  store  six  months'  supply  of 
coal,  and  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  such  plants  to  arrange  for  the 
purchase  of  their  fuel  after  September  30,  1918  from  the  docks  at  the  head 
of  the  lakes. 

All  users  of  soft  coal  should  do  their  utmost  to  secure  their  winter's 
fuel  during  the  summer,  while  cars  are  available  to  move  the  coal  from  the 
docks,  as  next  winter  will  see  a  repetition  of  the  p-ast  winter's  shortage 
of  cars,  but  in  a  greatly  aggravated  form. 

THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

This  was  sent  to  all  retail  coal  dealers,  Line  and  Farmers  Ele- 
vator Companies  handling  coal,  and  to  all  railroad  agents  for  post- 
ing in  their  stations. 

In  spite  of  slow  deliveries  at  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  and  a  seri- 
ous cut  in  coal  supply  for  the  Northwest,  ordered  by  the  Fuel  Ad- 
ministrator, the  actual  result  of  the  work  done  by  this  Commission 
has  been  to  secure  early  delivery  of  coal  to  points  of  consumption  as 
fast  as  a  supply  was  received  at  the  docks,  and  the  chances  of  suffer- 
ing from  shortage  of  fuel  at  country,  points  has,  we  believe,  been 
materially  reduced.  The  mild  Fall  weather  has  helped  to  conserve 
the  reduced  supply  of  coal  and  the  publicity  given  the  fuel  question 
has  induced  all  the  citizens  of  our  state  to  use  great  care  in  handling 
any  fuel  they  use. 
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One  great  handicap  under  which  the  dock  coal  handlers  have 
been  laboring,  is  the  shortage  of  labor  on  the  docks  and  this,  we 
believe,  will  be  the  cause  of  most  of  the  trouble  in  securing  coal 
movements  to  both  country  and  city  points,  if  any  trouble  does  de- 
velop during  the  extreme  cold  weather. 

Up  to  November  30,  1918,  when  this  report  is  closed,  the  great 
grain  crop  of  the  Northwest  was  moving  in  a  steady  stream  to  the 
terminal  markets,  being  regulated  by  the  Federal  Grain  Corpora- 
tion. 

The  fact  that  the  immense  grain  storage 'facilities  of  the  Twin 
Cities  and  Duluth  were  almost  unoccupied  has  contributed  very  ma- 
terially towards  preventing  any  congestion  of  grain  at  the  termin- 
als and  although  there  have  been  a  number  of  calls  for  help  in  se- 
curing cars  for  grain  loading  they  have  not  been  so  numerous  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  size  of  the  grain  crop. 

The  chief  cause  of  complaint  from  the  shippers  of  grain  at  coun- 
try points  is  the  poor  condition  of  the  cars  furnished  for  loading 
grain. 

During  the  Summer  of  1918  the  Commission  wrote  to  the  Division 
of  Transportation  of  the  United  States  Railroad  Administration  at 
"Washington,  and  urged  that  Department  to  move  empty  cars  to  this 
territory  to  be  ready  to  move  the  grain  crop  and  apparently  a  seri- 
ous effort  was  made  to  comply  with  the  suggestion,  but  unfortunate- 
ly a  large  number  of  foreign  cars  wrere  sent  to  this  district,  which 
were  entirely  unfit  for  grain  loading.  A  good  many  of  these  cars, 
however,  were  used  for  potato  shipments  and  helped  to  move  the 
Fall  crop  of  that  commodity  before  it  was  necessary  to  use  insulat- 
ed cars. 

Some  grain  shippers  used  the  cars  furnished  regardless  of  their 
condition,  but  were  compelled  to  spend  money  and  time  in  condi- 
tioning them. 

AVith  the  signing  of  the  Armistice  between  the  warring  nat 
the  prospects  for  ships  to  move  freight  from  the  seaboard  seems 
much  better  and  at  this  writing  it  looks  as  though  the  Northwest 
would  handle  this  year's  crop  without  any  very  serious  difficulty. 

Another  feature  of  the  car  service  <picstion  is  connected  witli  the 
delay  in  releasing  insulated  cars  received  under  load. 

In  the  Fall  of  1917  the  attention  of  the  Comnrission  was  called  to 
the  f;iet  that  consignees  were  holding  insulated  cars  loaded  with 
fruit  and  perishable  freight  considerably  over  the  !><•,•  time  allow- 
ance. The  railroad  companies  asked  the  cooperation  of  the  Commis- 
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sion  towards  getting  the  ears  unloaded  within  a  reasonable  time  in 
the  interest  of  the  conservation  of  food. 

The  Commission  at  once  required  the  railroad  companies  to  furn- 
ish statements  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  of  each  week 
showing  the  name  of  the  delinquent  parties,  together  with  the  car 
numbers  and  initials  and  contents,  all  cars  remaining  unloaded  to  be 
shown  on  each  subsequent  statement. 

On  receipt  of  this  information  from  the  railroad  companies  the 
Commission  at  once  took  the  matter  up  with  the  parties  at  fault  with 
the  result  that  after  a  period  of  between  two  and  three  months,  the 
reports  received  were  practically  speaking  negligible,  whereupon  the 
companies  were  released  from  furnishing  any  further  statements. 

This  is  one  of  the  matters  which  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the 
railroads  in  getting  their  cars  released  and  the  prevention  of  loss 
by  the  contents  of  the  cars  being  spoiled ;  and  of  equal  benefit  to  the 
shipping  public  in  securing  the  release  of  equipment  badly  needed 
for  other  loading.  The  same  report  has  been  required  during  the  fall 
of  1918  and  appears  to  be  furnishing  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
delays  to  insulated  cars. 

CHANGES  IN  RATES. 

Owing  probably  to  the  taking  over  by  the  Federal  Government  of 
the  railway  systems  of  the  country,  there  was  a  considerable  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  applications  for  changes  in  rates  and  classifica- 
tions. 

There  was  a  total  of  ninety-one  requests  for  changes  in  rates, 
involving  reductions  and  advances,  all  of  which  were  passed  upon 
without  the  necessity  for  a  formal  hearing. 

STORAGE  WAREHOUSEMEN'S  LAW. 

Chapter  210,  General  Laws  1915,  provides  for  the  regulation  of 
warehousemen  in  cities  of  the  first  class  (other  than  grain  and  cold 
storage  warehousemen). 

This  is  the  fourth  year  that  this  Act  has  been  in  force,  and  up  to 
this  writing  38  licenses  have  been  issued  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1919,  and  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1918,  forty 
licenses  were  issued,  which  shows  a  decrease  in  the  current  year 
of  two,  which  is  caused  by  five  warehousemen  retiring  from  the 
business  and  the  addition  of  three  new  firms. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  warehousemen  licensed  for  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1919 : 
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Ballard  Fire  Proof  Storage  &  Transfer  Company St.  Paul 

Benz  Transfer  &  Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Booth  Cold  Storage  Company St.  Paul 

Boyd  Transfer  &  Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Bridgman-Russell  Company   Duluth 

Brooks  Bros St.  Paul 

F.  H.  Brown  Maunfacturing  Company Minneapolis 

Cameron  Transfer  &   Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Central  Warehouse  Company  St.  Paul 

Colonial  Warehouse  Company .Minneapolis 

Duluth  Van  &  Storage  Company Duluth 

Fidelity  Storage  &  Transfer  Company St.  Paul 

Great  Northern  Implement  Company Minneapolis 

Hart  Transfer  &  Storage  Company Duluth 

Industrial  Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Kedney  Warehouse  Company  Minneapolis 

Kedney  Warehouse  Company  St.  Paul 

Knoblauch  Warehouse  Company  Minneapolis 

LaBelle  Transfer  Company   Minneapolis 

Merchants'  Cold  Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Midway  Warehouse  &  Storage  Company St.  Paul 

Minneapolis  Transfer  &  Warehouse  Company Minneapolis 

Minnesota  Transfer  Storage  Company St.  Paul 

Murphy  Warehouse  Company  Minneapolis 

National  Stone  Manufacturing  Company Minneapolis 

Northern  Cold  Storage  &  Warehouse  Company Duluth 

Pence  Auto  Company Minneapolis 

Power's  Fuel,  Feed,  Transfer  &  Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Reilly-Best  Warehouse  Company Minneapolis 

St.  Paul  Terminal  Warehouse  Company St.  Paul 

Safety  Storage  Company Minneapolis 

Security  Storage  &  Van  Company Duluth 

Security  Warehouse  Company Minneapolis 

Skellet  Company,  The  Minneapolis 

Twin  City  Trading  Company Minneapolis 

Twin  City  Warehouse  Company St.  Paul 

Uncle  Sam  Transfer  Company St.  Paul 

Wolpert-Davis  &  Company Minneapolis 

During  the  past  year  all  the  warehouses  in  the  cities  of  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  and  Duluth,  have  been  inspected  by  our  Assistant  Sec- 
retary and  a  record  made  showing  the  condition  as  to  stability  and 
cleanliness  of  the  building  in  which  the  public's  goods  were  stored, 
and  any  suggestions  made  by  him  towards  improving  the  service 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  warehousemen. 

During  the  past  year  only  one  complaint  was  tiled  with  the  Com- 
mission, which  had  reference  t..  ve  charges  for  storing  and 
handling  household  goods,  which  matter  was  fully  investigated  with 
the  result  that  the  warehouseman  was  advised  by  the  Commission 
that  the  complainant  had  been  overcharged  and  requesting  him  to 
settle  the  claim  on  the  basis  of  the  figures  arrived  at  by  the  Com 
mission,  which  was  done  immediately  and  the  complaint  so  satisfied. 

From  an  examination  of  tin-  wan-housemen's  n  >  how 

they  kept   t-  ipt   and  distribution   of  household  goods 

and  merchandise,  it  was  conclusive  that   a  uniform  system  could  be 
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adopted  and  the  attention  of  the  warehousemen  was  called  to  this 
fact,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  matter  will  receive  their  attention 
during  the  current  year. 

The  fact  that  only  one  complaint  against  the  warehousemen  has 
been  filed  during  the  past  year,  indicates  that  their  business  is  being 
conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

REPORT  OF  ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT 

TO  THE 
MINNESOTA  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION. 

For  the  Year  ending  November  30,  1918. 

D.  F.  Jurgensen,  Chief  Engineer. 
VALUATION  OF  RAILROAD  PROPERTIES. 

The  continuation  of  the  valuation  of  physical  properties  of  the 
railways  operating  in  Minnesota,  from  date  of  initial  appraisal,  viz., 
June  30,  1906-07,  provided  for  by  Chapter  147,  General  Laws  of 
1909,  as  amended  by  Chapter  125,  General  Laws  of  1913,  is  being 
prosecuted,  and  all  physical  changes  in  such  properties,  under  the 
Commission's  jurisdiction,  up  to  and  including  December  31,  1917, 
have  been  returned  by  the  carriers  to  this  office. 

These  reports,  after  analyzation  and  verification,  are  systematic- 
ally tabulated  in  permanent  record  form.  Space  will  not  permit 
of  a  detailed  description  of  this  important  branch  of  the  work  of  the 
Engineering  Department  of  the  Commission,  which  constitutes  a 
very  large  part  of  its  activities.  It  will,  therefore,  perhaps,  suffice 
to  note  that  the  valuation  is  being  continued  for  forty-five  (45) 
railroads,  viz., 

STEAM  RAILROADS. 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad. 

Winona  Bridge  Railway 
Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad. 

Mason  City  &  Fort  Dodge  Railroad. 

Wisconsin,  Minnesota  &  Pacific  Railway. 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway. 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway. 
Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway. 
Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad. 
Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway. 
Duluth  &  Northeastern  Railroad. 
Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway. 
Duluth  Union  Depot  &  Transfer  Railway. 
Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway. 

Duluth,  Rainy  Lake  &  Winnipeg  Railway. 
Great  Northern  Railway. 
Hill  City  Railway. 
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Illinois  Central  Railroad. 

Minneapolis  Eastern  Railway. 

Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway. 

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railroad. 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad. 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway. 
Wisconsin  Central  Railway. 

Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway. 

Minnesota  &  International  Railway. 

Big  Fork  &  International  Falls  Railway. 
Big  Fork  &  Northern  Railway. 

Minnesota  &  Manitoba  Railroad. 

Minneapolis  Western  Railway. 

Minnesota  Transfer  Railway. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway. 

St.  Paul  Union  Depot  Company. 

Spirit  Lake  Transfer  Railway. 

OTHER  THAN  STEAM  ROADS 

American  Traction  Company. 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway. 

Electric  Short  Line  Terminal  Company. 

Mesaba  Railway. 

Minneapolis,  Anoka  &  Cuyuna  Range  Railway. 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Paul  Suburban  Railroad. 

Minnesota  Northwestern  Electric  Railway. 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Rochester  &  Dubuque  Electric  Traction  Railway. 

St.  Paul  Southern  Electric  Railway. 

SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  following  special  investigations  were  made  by  this  Depart- 
ment, at  the  direction  of  the  Commission,  and  reports  made  to  that 
body  on  the  dates  herewith  given  : 

Canncn  Falls  (East),  Goodhue  County — Re  physical  switching 
connections  to  permit  Chicago  Great-Western  Railroad  to  serve  Can- 
non Valley  .Milling  Co.  Reported  to  Commission  July  24,  1918. 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad — Re  clearance  conditions  in  COD- 
<1  it  ions  in  connection  with  loading  and  unloading  of  puipwood  on 
Darby  Spur  and  at  Two  Harbors,  Lake  County.  Reported  to  Corn- 
on,  December  28th,  1917. 

Inver  Grove,  Dakota  County— Re  stopping  of  trains  of  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co.  at  subway  at  Concord  Street,  re 
alleged  dangerous  crossing.  Reported  to  Commission  October  16, 
1918. 

Midland  Junction,  \Val>aslia  County — Re  proposed  spur  track  on 
Chicago,   Milwauker  ,V-    St.    Paul    Railway    for   the  loading  of  beets. 
rte<l  t<>  Commission  .June  1."i,  li)18. 

Minneapolis  f  North   .  IN-nnrpin  County — Re  accident  i~  electric 
Short    Line   passenger   train   No.   2   runninir   into   open    switch   near 
R..a.l   P,i-i.lur«'.     Reported  to  Commission  December  27, 
1917, 

Minneapolis  Terminal  Warehouse  Company,  Minneapolis,  Henne- 
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pin  County — Re  changing  of  platform  clearance.  Reported  to 
Commission,  XovemluT  l.">,  1918. 

Minneapolis,  Hennepin  County — Re  clearance  of  Nieollet  Street 
overhead  bridge  on  Nicollet  Island.  Reported  to  Commission,  July 
8,  1918. 

Staples,  Todd  County — Petition  of  citizens  for  team  or  loading 
track  at  east  end,  stock  yards.  Reported  to  Commission,  January 
28,  1918. 

Trout  Brook  Junction,  Goodhue  County — Alleged  unsafe  condi- 
tion of  Bridge  R-4  on  Chicago  Great-Western  Railroad.  Reported 
to  Commission,  December  12,  1917. 

Wadena,  Wadena  County — Re  alleged  dangerous  crossings  at 
Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Streets  on  Northern  Pacific  Railway  right- 
of-way.  Reported  to  Commission,  January  16,  1918. 

Worthington,  Nobles  County — Re  dangerous  condition  of  foot 
bridge  No.  679  spanning  tracks  of  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  Railway.  Reported  to  Commission,  March  1,  1918. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cannon  Falls,  Goodhue  County — Re  switching  connections  affect- 
ing Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  Chicago  Great-Western 
Railroa'ds.  Reported  to  Commission,  July  19,  1918. 

Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway — Inquiry  regarding  prac- 
ticability of  stopping  trains  between  Mile  Posts  21  and  22'.  Report- 
ed to  Commission,  March  llth,  1918. 

Duluth,  Rainy  Lake  &  Winnipeg  and  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific 
Railways — Report  on  valuation  of  companies'  physical  properties, 
as  of  December  31,  1916.  Reported  to  Commission,  June  28,  1918. 

Inver  Grove,  Dakota  County — Alleged  dangerous  crossing  on  Chi- 
cago, Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  at  Concord  Street.  Reported 
to  Commission  October  16,  1918. 

Newport,  Washington  County— Re  cost  of  constructing  industry 
track  to  serve  Farmers'  Terminal  Packing  Company  Plant.  Report- 
ed to  Commission,  August  29,  1918. 

Sleepy  Eye,  Brown  County — Checking  cost  for  proposed  con- 
struction of  spur  track  to  serve  Farmers'  Elevator  Company.  Re- 
ported to  Commission,  June  17,  1918. 

TELEPHONE  TOLL  APPRAISAL. 

The  fortieth  session  (1917)  of  the  State  Legislature  granted  the 
Commission  additional  authority  and  appropriation  for  making  a 
valuation  of  the  long  distance  telephone  properties  of  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  and  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
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graph  Companies  in  the  state.  That  part  of  the  work  relating  to 
the  physical  valuation  of  these  properties  was  delegated  to  the 
Engineering  Department  of  the  Commission  and  has  been  under  way 
for  more  than  a  year. 

The  work  in  the  Held  of  checking  up  these  properties,  approx- 
imately 10,000  toll  pole  miles,  was  completed  this  fall,  and  the 
work  of  compiling  this  data  in  inventory  form  is  being  done  in  the 
offices  of  the  Engineering  Department  at  this  time.  The  property 
count,  as  taken  in  the  field,  we  believe  has  furnished  the  department 
with  an  accurate  inventory  as  to  quantities  and  class  of  construc- 
tion items,  and  is  as  complete  as  engineering  skill  can  devise.  All 
the  material  was  examined,  the  dimensions  and  conditions  of  the 
poles,  wires,  cross  arms,  anchors  and  other  items  being  recorded. 
All  such  reports  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  Engineering  De- 
partment of  the  Commission. 

APPRAISAL  OF  TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE  PROPERTIES. 

During  the  year  ending  November  30,  1918,  the  following  tele- 
phone exchange  properties  were  inventoried: 


:tny 

K\<-hange 
Lorat<  <1  :>t 

Appraisal 

:t-  <>f 

Reported  to 

Coin  mission 

Karidiy'  In  T'-li-phuiif  < 

Kiuiili  vohi 

June   30,   1918 

Sept.  18,  1918 

Adams  and  LeRoy..  . 
(  lien  wood 

Dec.    31.   1917 
31,    1917 

Mar.    30,   1918 
(>,   1918 

' 


Watertown  Telephone  Co 

.'•na  
I'rim-rtnn  
Delano.  . 

.    31,   1917 
31,   1917 

.him-   :«>.   i-'ix 
Dec.    31,   1918 

Apr  11,  1918 
M:ir.  LM,  I'.HS 
AUK.  17,  1918 
Aug.  23,  1918 

LABOR  COST  STUDIES. 

Examinations  of  the  telephone  companies'  construction  cost  ac- 
counts, i.  e.,  their  const  ruet  ion  hooks,  are  being  analyzed  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  labor  and  other  incidental  costs  incurred 
in  connection  with  actual  toll  line  construction  work. 

TELEPHONE  co.M  I 'A  NIKS  CO-OPERATING  WITH  STATE. 

The  Department   from  the  very  beginning  has  enjoyed  the  most 

hearty  co-<.p<-rat  ion  of  the  two  telephone  companies,  and  ,in  this  con- 
nection, the  work  nf  invciitoryiiiLT  their  properties  progressed  most 

•rably.  the  Jicld  work  of  which  was  completed  this  fall.  The  in- 
formal i-m  gathered  in  this  valuation  will  be  compiled  in  inventory 

i  and  presented  to  the  Commission  and  used  AS  a  basis  in  the 
establishment  nf  fair  i ;,  users  of  the  telephone  in  the  state. 
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BROKEN  RAILS. 

During  the  year  oinlinjr  October  31,  1918,  there  were  2,983  rails 
reported  broken  in  the  main  traeks  of  railways  operating  in  Minne- 
sota; 627  or  21.0  per  cent  of  the  breakages  were  ascribed  to  defec- 
tive metal;  2,356  or  79.0  per  cent  of  the  breakages  were  attributed 
to  service  conditions.  Fifteen  hundred  and  thirty  (1,530)  of  these 
breakages  occurred  during  the  months  of  December,  1917,  January 
and  February,  1918.  Four  hundred  and  five  (405)  or  26.5  per  cent 
of  these  were  classed  as  being  of  defective  metal  and  1,125  or  73.5 
per  cent  were  due  to  service  conditions.  Considering  an  average  of 
all  breakages,  it  is  found  that  51.3  per  cent  of  these  occurred  dur- 
ing the  era  of  extreme  cold. 

Of  the  year's  breakages,  viz.,  2,983  rails,  only  three  (3)  or  one- 
tenth  of  one  (1)  per  cent  caused  derailments  to  trains,  as  shown  by 
Table  "A"  following. 

TABLE   "A" 

SHOWING  RAIL  BREAKAGES  DIRECTLY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  TRAIN  ACCIDENTS  IN 
MINNESOTA— FOR  YEAR  ENDING  OCTOBER  31,    1918 


Date 
of 
Accident 

Broken  Rails 

Trains  Derailed 

Human 
Casualties 

Weight 
per 
Lineal 

Yard 

Progress 
of 
Manufacture 

Section 

Year 
Rolled 

Years 
in 
Service 

Class 

Kquipment 

Killed 

Injured 

April  13,  1918 

April  26,  1918 
Oct.  26,  1918 

60 

60 
80 

Bessemer.  .  . 

Bessemer.  .  . 
Bessemer.  .  . 

A.S.C.E. 

A.S.C.E. 
A.S.C.E. 

1913 

1913 
1911 

5 

5 

7 

Frght. 

Pass.  . 
Stock! 

Eifiht  (8) 
cars  

Five  (5)  care 

Twelve  (12' 
cars  

Table  "B"  following,  shows  in  comparative  form,  the  derail- 
ments to  trains  directly  ascribed  to  broken  rails,  for  the  years  1911 
to  1918  inclusive,  with  the  resultant  casualties : 

TABLE  "B" 

SHOWING  RAIL  BREAKAGES  IN  MINNESOTA,  YEARLY  FROM  1911  TO  1918  INCLU- 
SIVE, DIRECTLY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  TRAIN  ACCIDENTS 


For 
Year 
Ending 
Octobei 
31st 

BROKEN  RAILS 

RESULTANT  ACCIDENTS 

No. 

Per  Cent  of 
total 
breakages 
for  Year 

Years  Rails  Were 
in  Service 

Number  and  Class  of 
Trains  Derailed 

Casualties  to 
I'<  rsons 

Max. 

h«i 
Mi.,. 

Aver. 

Pass. 

Frt. 

Total 

Killed 

None 
None 
None 
2 
None 

None 

None 
None 

Injured 

None 

18 
6 
17 
None 
None 
None 
None 

41 

1911 
1912 

1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 

Totals  .  . 

4 
22 
8 
4 
2 
2 
5 
3 

10-100  of  \<?, 
30-100  of  1  °/, 

10-100  i,f   1  ', 
5-100  of      °/, 
4-100  of      <?, 
5-100  of      9J 
16-100  of      °/, 

10-100  of    <yt 

29 
33 
33 
31 
29 
10 
12 
7 

3.0 
2.0 
5.5 
6.0 
0.33 

10 

5.0 
5.0 

22.0 
14.0 
18.0 
17.5 
14.6 
7.0 
10.1 
.',.7 

1 

10 

a 

2 

0 
0 
1 
1 

3 
12 
r, 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 

4 
22 
8 
4 
2 
2 
5 
3 

50 

18 

32 

50 

2 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  tables  "A"  and  "B"  that 
during  the  past  eight  (8)  years,  viz.,  1911  to  1918  inclusive,  there 
were  fifty  (50)  rail  breakages  in  Minnesota  directly  responsible  for 
train  accidents,  resulting  in  two  (2)  deaths  and  forty-one  (41) 
injuries  to  persons. 

Table  "C"  next  following,  shows  in  comparative  form,  the  rail 
breakage  in  main  tracks  of  the  railways  operating  in  Minnesota  for 
the  years  1911  to  1918  inclusive.  The  statement  indicates  that  of 
the  39,918  rails  broken  during  the  eight  (8)  year  period,  18,533  or 
46.4  per  cent  were  broken  during  the  era  of  extreme  cold  (Decem- 
ber, January  and  February).  Eighteen  and  seven-tenths  (1S.7)  per 
cent  of  the  failures  for  the  period  in  point  were  attributed  to  defec- 
tive metal  and  81.3  per  cent  to  service  conditions. 

TABLE  "C" 

KAII.  HIM:  \KA(;i:s  IN  MAIN  TRACKS  i\  MINNESOTA 

1911  to  19 18  inclusive 


For  Yi-ar 
ling 
October 
31st 

Breakages  During 

Year's  Breakages  Ascribed  to 

r.ntire 

Dec.,  Jan.  and  Feb. 

Defective  Mrtal 

Service  Conditions 

Number 

I',  r  cont  of 
Bn  nkages 

Total 
Number 

Per  cent  «.f 
Year's 
Breakages 

Total 
Number 

IVr  rent  of 
Year's 
Breakages 

1911  
1912. 
1913  
i-.m      
1915  
1916. 
1917.  . 
1918. 

Total*  

4,812 

5,629 
7,208 
4,880 
8,671 
8,003 
2,983 

2.772 
2,873 

1.7H 
1,524 

l.:.i  l 
1,530 

57.3 
51.1 

51.0 
25.7 
35.7 
41.5 
50.4 
51.2 

2,165 

1.011 

200 
86 
1,375 
955 
627 

54.0 
13.0 
c,   1 
2.0 
1.7 
37.4 
31.8 
21.0 

2,647 
6,721 
5,265 

7.  (MIS 

4.71M 
2,206 
2,048 
2,856 

55.0 
87.0 
93.6 
97.2 
98.3 
62.6 

»;s  -2 
79.0 

39.918 

18,533 

6,683 

33,135 

/'•8  per 

4,989 

46.4 

835 

16.7 

4,142 

83.0 

By  the  term  "defective  metal"  is  meant  rails  proving  them- 
selves defective  after  having  been  subjected  to  service,  and  cover 

nidi  defects  as  segregation  of  constituents,  unsoumlness,  brittleness, 
faulty  rolling,  including  pipe,  old  scam,  tl«>\v  of  metal,  crushed  head, 
split  wel»,  broken  base  ami  other  shortcomings,  many  of  which  de- 
fects it  would  be  impossible  to  detect  at  the  mill. 


INTERLOCKING  PLANTS. 


New  and  re-arranged  interlock  in«r  plan  <1  by  the 

Engineering  Department  .md  approved  by  the  Commission,  as  fol- 
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Location 

County 

Designation 

Participating  Companies 

*Alico 
•i  ridge 

St.   l.mii- 
Wilkin 



:.k'  (  i.    N.   and    Hovt    Mining   ' 
x     and   X.   P.   Rys. 

Farihault 

MH  ('.  A-   X.   \V.  and  ('.   R     I    A:   I'    Ry< 

Carman 
Caroline  

Coon  Crock 

Polk. 
\noka 

id. 

(  tossing  <  ;.  X.  a  n.l  x    !' 
CroaaingC.  St.  P.  M   &O..C   A  \    W..and  C. 

Junction  X     I',  and  (i.   X     Kv< 

MU   X     1'    and   V    St     1'    A   S    >     \l     Rys 

Dodge  ( 

Dodge 

•ft,     \\      R     R    and  (  '    A    X     \\      R  \ 

Dulut  1) 

.lunction  1)    AV.  A-   P    and   X     P 

Duluth     *    . 

St.  Louis  

.Icliswold  St. 

Qg  M.  St.    P                      i     an.l   X.   P     Ry« 

Duluth    . 
•Duluth    . 

Klk  Ri\ 

St.  Louis  
St.  Louis  

Sherburne 

Missalx-. 
Louia 
Rv.    Draw- 
bridge) .... 

Junction   D.   M.  A    X.  and   X     P     Rys. 

Drawliridtrc  Spirit    Lake  Transfer   Ry. 
Junction  X    P.  and  G.  N.  Rys 

Erskine  

Polk  

ML-  M.  St.  P.  A-  S.  S.  M.  and  G.  N.  I; 

Faribat; 

Rice 

Hg  C    I!     I.  A:   P.    Rv.  and  ('    (i     \V    R.  R 

Falls 

(  >ttrrtail 

Crossing  X     P    and  (  '•    X    Rys 

(Iratwii-k     .  . 

St.  Louis  

Crossing  I).  M.  A  X.  and  G.  N.  Ryt 

Hopkins 

Hrniii-pin 

Crossin"  ('    M    A  St     P    and  M    A  St     L    Ry- 

Monter* 

Martin  

Crossing  M.  &  St.  L.  and  C.  &  N.  W.   Rv- 

Montgomery 

LeSueur  .  . 

Crossing  C.  M.  A  St.  P.  and  M.  A  St.  L.  Kvs. 

Newport 

Washington 

Crossing  C.  M    &  St  P  ,  C   B.  &  Q  and  C    R    I 

St.  Paul  .  . 
St.  Paul 

Ramsey  
Ramsey 

(Park  Jet.) 
(St      Anth 

&  P.  Rys. 

Crossing  Minn.  Trsfr.  and  N.  P.  Hy-. 

Taopi  
Virginia 

Mower  
St    Louis 

Pk)  
(Crescent 

Junction  of  X".  P.  I  inea  A  and  H. 
Crossing  of  C.  G.  W.  and  C.  M.  A  St.  P.   Rys. 

Av.)  .... 

Crossing  D.  W.  &  P.  and  C.  X.  Rys. 

*New  Plant*. 

INTERLOCKING  PLANTS  CLOSED  DURING  WINTER  SEASON,  1918-1919. 

Brookston,  St.  Louis  County — Junction  of  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way. Tower  destroyed  by  forest  fire,  October  12,  1918;  to  be  re- 
built. Ready  for  opening  of  ore  season  in  1919. 

Coleraine  Junction,  St.  Louis  County — Junction  of  Duluth, 
Missabe  &  Northern  Railway. 

Emmert,  St.  Louis  County — Crossing  of  Great  Northern  and  Du- 
luth, Missabe  &  Northern  Railways.  Permit  issued  November, 30, 
1918. 

Gratwick,  St.  Louis  County — Crossing  of  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  and  Great  Northern  Railways.  Permit  issued  November 
30,  1918. 

Keenan,  St.  Louis  County — Junction  of  Duluth,  Missabe  &  North- 
ern Railway.  Permit  pending. 

Point  Douglas,  Washington  County — Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad.  Protecting  train  movements  over  and  across 
drawbridge  spanning  St.  Croix  River.  Permit  issued  December  22, 
1917. 

Hastings,  Dakota  County — Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way.  Protecting  train  movements  over  and  across  drawbridge  span- 
,ning  Mississippi  River.  Permit  issued  December  8th,  1917. 

Riley,  St.  Louis  County — June-lion  of  Duluth,  Missabe  &  North- 
ern and  Great  Northern  Railways.  Permit  issued  November  30, 1918. 

St.  Paul,  Ramsey  County — Robert  Street  Lift  Bridge,  spanning 
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Mississippi   River.     Protecting  train   movements  over   and  across 
bridge.     Permit   issue.  1  November  30,  1918. 

Sherwood,  St.  Louis  County — .Junction  of  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  Railway.  Permit  pending. 

TEMPORARY  CLOSING  DOWN  OF  INTERLOCKING  PLANTS. 

Shelton,  St.  Louis  County — Crossing  of  Duluth,  Winnipeg  & 
Pacific  and  Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railways.  Permit  issued 
November  12,  1917. 

Virginia,  St.  Louis  County  (Prindle  Mine  Spur) — Crossing  of  Du- 
luth, Missabe  &  Northern  and  Duluth,  "Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railways. 
Permit  issued  April  13,  1916. 

REOPENING  OF  INTERLOCKING  PLANTS  CLOSED  DURBNG  WINTER 

SEASON. 

Brookston,  St.  Louis  County — Junction  of  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way lines.  License  issued  May  iMth,  1918. 

Coleraine  Junction,  St.  Louis  County — Junction  of  Duluth,  Mis- 
sabe &. Northern  Railway.  License  issued  May  4,  1918. 

Enunert,  St.  Louis  County — Crossing  of  Great  Northern  and  Du- 
luth, Missabe  &  Northern  Railways.  License  issued  May  4,  1918. 

Gratwick,  St.  Louis  County — Crossing  of  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  and  Great  Northern  Railways.  License  issued  May  4, 
1918. 

Hastings,  Dakota  County — Drawbridge — Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway.  License  issued  April  3,  1918. 

Keenan,  St.  Louis  County  .1  unction  of  Duluth,  Missabe  &  North- 
ern Railway.  License  issued  May  4,  1918. 

Point  Douglas,  Washington  County — St.  Croix  River  Draw- 
bridge Chicago,  r.iirlin.irton  &  Quincy  Railroad.  License  issued 
April  13,  1918. 

Riley,  St.  Louis  County — Crossing  of  Duluth,  Missabe  &  North- 
ern and  Great  Northern  Railways.  License  issued  May  4,  1918. 

St.  Paul,  Ramsey  County — Robert  Street  Liftbridge,  spanning 
Mississippi  River  Chicago  Great  -Western  Railroad.  License  is- 
sued April  13,1918. 

Sherwood,  St.  Louis  County  .luiidinn  <>f  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  Railway.  Licence  i^ued  May  4,  1918. 

REPORTED   DKIIAII.MKNTS   AT   INTERLOCKING   PLANTS. 

Nineteen      in     derailments    \\<>re  ascribed  to  defective  rolling 

ok 

6  (1)  derailment   was  ascribed  t<>  defective  inter], »eking  appar- 
atus. 

Forty  Nine  (49)  derailments  were  attributed  to  the  disregard- 
ing of  signals  by  enginemen. 
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Thirty-One  (31)  derailments  were  attributed  to  other  omissions 

than  those  above  i-iteil,  viz.,  improper  use  of  hand  signals,  cause 

not.  definitely  determined,  etc. 

Total,  one  hundred  (100)  derailments. 

RAILROAD     COMPANIES     REQUIRED     TO     REPORT     CONDITION    OF 

AUTHORIZED  INTERLOCKING  PLANTS. 

The  Commission  requires  the  carriers  to  file  monthly  statements 
relative  to  the  condition  of  interlocking  apparatus  in  accord  with 
the  uniform  system  of  rules  governing  the  construction,  mainten- 
ance and  operation  of  interlocking  plants,  adopted  October  10th, 
1913. 

AUTHORIZED  INTERLOCKING  PLANTS  GIVEN  EXPERT  ATTENTION. 

The  engineering  department,  by  direction  of  the  Commission,  is 
conducting  a  systematic  inspection  of  authorized  interlocking  plants 
and  other  safety  devices  of  like  character.  The  end  sought  to  be  at- 
tained is  the  requirement  of  the  carriers  at  all  times  to  install  and 
maintain  these  devices  to  their  highest  degree  of  efficiency,  thus  se- 
curing for  all  concerned  the  maximum  of  safety,  in  so  far  as  such 
measures  are  useful  in  promoting  safer  train  operation. 

The  following  interlocking  plants  have  been  given  expert  at- 
tention during  the  year  in  point,  and  all  deficiencies  noted  and  rec- 
ommended for  correction  have  either  been  remedied  or  are  now  in 
pro-cess  of  correction: 


Location 

County 

Designation 

Participating  Companies 

Albert  Lea  

Freeborn  .  . 

Crossing  of  C.  M.  &  St.  P  and  C.  R.  I.  &  P. 

Alice 

St   Louis 

Crossing  of  G    N   and  Hovt  Mng   Co 

Austin  .  . 

Mower.  .  .  . 

Crossing  of  C.  G.  W.  and  "C.  M.  &  St.  P. 

Bald  Eagle  .  . 

Ramsey 

Crossing  of  N.  P.  and  M   St  P.  &  S   S    M. 

Bemidji  

Beltrami.  . 

Crossing  of  G.  N.,  M.  &  I.  &  M.  St.  P.  &  S.S.M. 

Breckenridge 

Wilkin 

Crossing  of  N.  P.  and  G.  N. 

Bricelyn 

Faribault 

Crossing  of  C   R   I   &  P  and  C   &  N   W 

Brookston  
Butterfield 

St.  Louis  .  . 
Watonwan 

Junction  of  G.  N. 
Crossing  of  C.  St    P.  M.  &  O   &  C   &  N.  W. 

Carlton  
Carman. 

Carlton  
Polk 

Redland  

Crossing  of  G.  N.  and  N.  P. 
Crossing  of  G.  N.  and  N.  P. 

Caroline  
Coleraine  Jet... 

Le  Sueur  .  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 

Crossing  of  C.  &  N.  W.,  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  &  C.  St. 
P.  M.  &  0. 

Junction  of  D.  M.  &  N. 

Coon  Creek  Jet. 
Crystal 

Anoka.  .  .  . 
Hennepin 

Robbinsdale 

Junction  of  G.  N.  and  N.  P. 
Crossing  of  M.  St.  I'.  &  S    S.  M.  and  G.  N. 

Detroit 

Rocker 

Crossing  of  M    St     !'   it  S    S    M    and  N    P. 

Dodge  Center 

Dodge 

dossing  of  C.  G.  W.  and  C.  &  N.  W. 

Duluth  
Duluth  .      .    . 
Duluth  
Duluth  .      ... 
Duluth  . 
Duluth  . 
Duluth 
Duluth.. 
Elk  River     .  .  . 

St.  Louis  .  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 
St.  Louis.  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 
St.  Louis  .  . 
Sherburne  . 

North  Tower  
South  Tower  
46th  AVP  W  
Grassy  Pt.  Dr'brg  .  . 
Jrnswold  St  
Minn.  Drawbridge.  . 
27th  Ave.  W  
St.  L.  Riv.  Drwbrdg. 

Junction  of  M.  St.  P.  <V  S.  S.  M.  and  G.  N. 
Junction  of  G.  N.  and  M.  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M. 
Junction  of  D.  W.  &  P.  and  N  .  P. 
X.  I',  and  M.  St.  P.  &  S.  Ste.  M. 
Crossing  of  M.  St.  P.  &  S.  R.  M.  and  N.  I'. 
N.  P.  and  Jet.  with  C.  St.  P.  M.  &  O.  and  G.  N. 
Junction  of  D.  M.  &  N.  and  N.  P. 
Spirit  Lak<-  TraneferRy, 
Junction  of  N.  P.  and  G.  N. 

Emmert  . 
Empire  .  . 

St.  Louis  .  . 
Dakota 

Crossing  of  G.  N  .  and  D.  M.  &  N. 
Crossing  of  M    &  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M.  and  (i.  X. 

Fairmont 

Martin. 

Crossing  of  C.  &  N  W.,  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  &  C.  St. 

Faribault  
Fergus  Falls.  .. 

Rice  
Ottertail.  .  . 

P.  M.  &  O. 

Crossing  of  C.  R.  I.  &  P.  and  C.  G.  W. 
Crossing  of  N.  P.  and  G.  N. 

Glyndon  

Clav. 

Crossing  of  (!    X    and  X    P 

Gratwick  

St.  Louis  .  . 



Crossing  of  D.  M.  &  N.  and  G.  N. 
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Location 

County 

Designation 

Participating  Railways 

Hastings  
Hinckley 

Dakota... 
Pine 

Miss.  Riv.  Drwbrdg.. 

C    M   A  St.  P.  Ry. 
Crossing  of  G    N   and  N   P 

Hopkins  

Hennepin.  . 

Plant  E-14.. 

Crossing  of  C.  M.  A  St   P  and  M   &  St   L 

Huson  
K  penan 

C'arlton  .  .  . 
St   Louis 

Bridge  No.  6 

Vorthern  Railway 
Junction  of  D    M   AN 

Keyes 

-ia 

Crossing  of  C   G    W   and  C   M   A  St   P 

^or 

\itkin 

Crossing  of  M   St   P  A  S  S   M   and  N   P 

Manitoba  Jet. 

Clay 

Junction  of  N    I' 

Manka- 

Blue  Earth 

Plum  Street 

Crossing  of  ('    M    A  :  <t    P     C    G    W     CAN 

Minneapolis.  .  . 
Minneapolis 

Hennepin.  . 
Hennepin 

Boom  Island  
14th    \ve    N 

W.  and  C.  St.  P.  M.  A  O. 

Junction  of  G.  N.  and  C.  G.  W. 
Junction  of  M    St    P  A  S   S    M    and  N    P 

Minneapolis.  .  . 
Minneapolis  .  . 
Minneapolis.  .  . 
Minneapolis.  .  . 
Monter. 

Hennepin.. 

Hennepin. 
Hennepin.  . 
Henn-'pin. 
Martin.  . 

loth  Ave.  S    E  
Penn  Ave.  N  
Short  L.  BnU- 
I'niver.Mty  A  . 
Triumph  

Crossing  of  ('•  .   N     ! 
Crossing  of  G.  N.  and  Electric  Short  Line 
Junction  of  C.  M.  A  St.  P.  Lines 
Crossing  of  N.  P.  and  C    M.  A  St.  P. 
Crossing  of  M.  A  St.  L.  and  C  A  N    W 

Montgomery 
Moorhead  . 

LP  Sueur.  . 
Clay 

Crossing  of  C.  M.  A  St.  P.  and  M.  A  St.  L. 

Crossing  of  G    N   and  N    P 

Newpor 
Norwood  

Washington 
Carver  ... 

Crossing  of  C.  M.  A  St.  P.,  C.  B.  A  Q.,  and  C. 
R.  I.  A  P. 
Crossing  of  C.   M    A:  St    P    and  M   A  St     1 

Paynesville.  .  . 

MS.  .  .  . 

•j  of  G.  N.  and  M.  St.  P.  A  S.  S   M 

i  Muglas. 


Washington 
•  uis  .  . 

Drawbridge  

Chicago,  Burlington   A  Quincy  l{.  H. 
Crossing  of  D.  M.  A  N   and  G    N 

Olmsf 

Crossing  of  C   G    W  and  C  A  N    W 

Rose  
Saginaw  . 

Ramsey  .  .  . 

•  ilia 

Crossing  of  Minn.  Transfer  and  N.  P. 
Crossing  of  D   AN    E   and  D    M   A  N 

St.  Charles 

Winona 

Crossing  of  C  AN   W  and  C   G   W 

St.  Cloud  .  .  . 

Benton.  . 

Crossing  and  Jet   of  N    P   and  G    N 

St.  Croix  Jrt 

ngton 

Crossing  of  C    M   A  St    P   and  C    B   A  Q 

St.  James.  . 

Watonwan 

Crossing  of  M.  A  St    L   and  C   St    P    M   A  O 

St.  Paul... 

Ranis 

Como  Ave   and  Mac- 

St.  Paul  
ml. 

Ramsey  .  .  . 
Rani1- 

kuhin  Street  
Division  Street  

Junction  of  G.  N.  T.ines 
Crossing  of  C.  B.  A  Q.  and  C.  M.  A  St.  P. 

Junction  of  (     <  •    W    I  ines 

St.  Paul  

Ramsey  .  .  . 

-Teet  

Crossing  of  N.  P.  and  C.  St.  P.  M.  A  O 

St.  Paul... 

Ramsey 

Crossing  of  C    M   A  St    P  and  C    B     A  Q 

St.  Paul  
St.  Paul  
ml... 
St.  Paul  
St.  Paul 

Ramsey.  .  . 
Ramsey  .  .  . 
Ramsey  .  .  . 
Ramsey.  .  . 
Ramsey 

:>pi  Street.    .  . 
ppi  Street.    .  . 
Oakland  Station.  .    .  . 
Park  Junction  
Miss    Riv    I  ifthrg 

Junction  of  G.  N.  and  C.  St.  P.  M.  A  O. 

Junction  of  N.  P.  I 
Crossing  of  C.  B.  A  Q.  and  C.  M.  A  St.  P. 
Crossing  of  Minn.  Transfer  and  N.  P. 

St.  Paul  
St.  Paul  
St.  Paul  
Sauk  Centre. 

Ram.*- 
Ramsey  .  .  . 

'IS.  .   .   . 

St.  Anth.  Pk.  Jet.. 
East  Seventh  St.  . 
Westminster  St  

hmetion  of  N.  P.  1 
Crossing  of  G.  N.  Lines 
Junction  of  G.  N.  and  C.  St.  P.  M.  A  O. 
Crossing  of  N.  P.  and  G    N 

Sherbur 

M:irt; 

Crossing  of  M    A  St    L  and  C    M   A  St    P 

•  .cl  

uis.  . 

Junction  of  D.  M.  A  N    Lines 

Staples  .... 

Todd  

.hmetion  of  N.  P.  Lines 

Carlton 

Crossing  of  (I    \   and  N    P 

St.  Louis  .  . 

Crossing  of  D.  W.  A  P  and  DANE 

Taopi..  . 

\!  i  'U  • 

Crossing  of  C  G   W  and  C   M   A  St   P 

TUdwi 

Polk 

Dugdalc   .  . 

Crossing  of  G.  N.  and  N   P. 

Tonkawood  .  . 

Hennepin 

Crossing  of  M   A  St   P  Sub  and  M   A  St    1 

Virginia 
Virginia.  .  . 
Wadena  

uis  .  . 
Wad.  -n:i 

•it      Avr-||l|<- 

Mil-  IV-t  71 

CroMiiiK  of  D.  W.  A  P.  and  (. 
Crossing  of  D.  W.  A  P.  and  G.  N. 
Crossing  of  G.  N.  and  N    1' 

.all. 

Crossing  of  M                    A  S    S    M    and  G.  N. 
•  .    \\    and  M   &  St.  L 

Wayiata  

;  >i  n 

•  i  of  <  ;   \   i 

Winona  Shops. 

na.  ... 

Crossing  of  C.  A  N.  W.  and  C.  M.  A  St.  P. 

AUTHORIZED  INTERLOCKING  PLANTS   IN   OPERATION   IN 
MINNESOTA 

There  are  one  hundred  and  six  (106)  authori/.ed  interlocking 
plants  in  operation;  ninety-seven  (97)  are  manually  operated  me- 
chanical plants,  having  machine  frame  capacity  of  2,277  levers  with 
1,886  working  levers.  Nine  (9)  are  manually  controlled  and  elec- 
trically operated,  having  a  machine  frame  capacity  of  thivc  hundred 
and  forty-six  (346)  levers  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  (234) 
working  levers,  as  follows: 
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11   ,.r    Designation 

Kind 

Participating  Hallways 

Date  of 

Frame 

Working 

License 

\Hiert 

Merh 

28 

19 

C.  R.  I  &  P  and  C.  M  &  St  P 

7-31-16 



Mcch  .  . 

16 

1  1 

G.  N.  and  Scranton  M'HL:  Co 

10-19-18 

\u~tin                                      .  . 

Mcch  . 

14 

11 

C.  G.  W.  and  C.  M.  <t  St  P 

12-12-14 

B-il.l  Kjigle 

Mech 

16 

Ifl 

N  P  and  M  St  P  &  PS  M 

''   ''(I   11 

B.-miilji  

Meoh.. 

24 

21 

M  \-  I..G.  N.and  M.  St.  P.  & 

S    S    M 

2-24-11 

Mi-ch 

21 

20 

N  P  and  G  N 

r>  i  i-o»i 

Bricelyn  
Rrookston 

Mcdl    . 

Meeh 

12 
24 

10 
It) 

C.  H.  I.  &  P.  and  C.  &  N.  \\  . 
Great  Northern 

6  21-15 
.I    11    17 

Buttcrtidd  

Mech  .  . 

1(5 

16 

C.  &  N.  W.  and  C.  St.  P.  M.  & 

Carlton  

Meeh. 

M 

54 

O  
G.  N.  and  N.  P  .  . 

11-3-16 
12-20-15 

Carman  
Caroline  

Colera'n''  Jot  

Mech  .  . 

Mcc-h  .  . 

Mcch  .  . 

21 
28 

20 

20 
22 

18 

G.  N.  and  N.  P  
C.  &  N.  W.,  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  & 
C.  St.  P.  M.  &  O  
D.  M.  &  N... 

9-11-  18 

7-6-16 
r,-7-n 

Coon  Creek  Jet      

Mech  .  . 

32 

21 

N  P  and  G  N 

1-23-17 

Crys  al  

Mech  .  . 

20 

17 

M.  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M.  and  G.  N 

12-26-06 

Detroit  
Dodge  Center 

Mcch.    . 

Mech 

24 
24 

18 
20 

M.  St.  P.  <fc  S.  S.  M.  and  N.  P. 
C  G  W  and  C  &  N  W 

8-9-15 
1-16-18 

Duluth: 

Mech 

40 

34 

N  P  D  W  &  P  and  M  St 

Berwind  Jet  27th  Ave.W 
44th  Ave.  W  
Grassy  Pt.  Bridge  
.Icnswold  Street  
Minn.  Drawbridge  

Mech  .  . 
Mech  .  . 
Elec.... 

Mech  .  . 
Elec.  .  .  . 

24 
36 

20 
20 
20 

19 
32 
19 
14 
12 

P.  &  S.  S.  M.. 
D.  M.  &  N.  and  N.  P  
D.  W.  &  P.  and  N.  P  
M.  St.  P.  it  S.  S.  M.  and  N.  P. 
M.  St.  P.  it  S.  S.  M.  and  N.  P. 
N.  P.,  C.  St.  P.  M.  &  O.  and 
G.  N  

2-19-17 
11-30-15 
9-24-18 
2-15-17 
9-24-18 

2-15-17 

St  L.  River  Bridge  
Ter.  Tres.  North  
Ter.  Tres.  South  
Elbow  Lake  
El  v  River  

Mech  .  . 

Mech     . 

Mech  .  . 
Mech  .  . 
Mech  .  . 

12 

18 
17 
10 
24 

7 
18 
17 
IS 
14 

Spirit  Lake  Transfer  Railwav.. 
G.  N.  and  M.  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M 
G.  N.  and  M.  S+.P.  &  S.  S.  M 
G.  N.  and  M.  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M. 
N.  P.  and  G.  N  

6-5-18 
7-12-15 
7-12-15 
2-13-08 
9-24-17 

Emmert  ... 

Mech  .  . 

20 

15 

G  N  and  D.  M.  &  N. 

5-4-18 

Empire 

Mech 

12 

11 

C  G  W  and  C  M  &  St  P 

1-18-15 

Erskin-  
Fairmont 

Mech  .  . 

Mech 

20 
20 

18 
18 

M.  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M.  and  G.  N. 
C  &  N  W  ,  C  M  &  St.  P.  and 

12-11-16 

C.  St.  P.  &  O... 

3-9-14 

Faribault  
Fergus  Falls 

Mech  . 
Mech 

lf> 
28 

11 
25 

C.  R.  T.  &  P.  and  C.  G.  W.  .  .  . 

N  P  and  G  N 

10-20-17 
1_29-18 

Glyndon  
Granite  Falls 

Mech. 
Mech 

20 

28 

18 

18 

G.  N.  and  N.  P  
C  ]\f.  &  St.  P.  and  G.  N. 

8-20-15 
8-24-11 

G  rat  wick  

Mech  .  . 

in 

13 

I).  M.  &  N.  and  G.  N... 

6-4-17 

Hastings  
Hincklcy 

Mech  .  . 
Mech 

4 
24 

4 
22 

C.  M.  &St.  P  
G  N  and  N  P 

4-3-18 
2-8-17 

Hopkins  (E-14)  
Huson  (Bridge  No   6) 

M-ch.. 
Mech 

24 
10 

22 

8 

G!  M.  &  St.  P.  and  M.  &  St.  L. 
Great  Northern  Ry. 

4-18-17 
I  1-5-14 

Keenan  
Keyes  
Lakevillo  

Luverne 

Mcch      . 

Mech  .  . 
Mech  .  . 

Mech  . 

20 
18 
24 

113 

17 
17 
18 

16 

D.  M.  &  N  
C.  G.  W.  and  C.  M.  &  St.  P.. 
M.  St.  P.  R.  &  D.  E.  T.  Co.  and 
C.  M.  &  St.  P  
C   St   P.  M   &  O.  and  C.  R.  I. 

5-  4-18 
5-  6-15 

12-2-12 

&  P 

1-13-16 

McGregor  
Manitoba  Jet 

Elec.... 
Mech 

36 

24 

29 
23 

M.  St.  P.  it  S.  S.  M.  and  N.  P. 
Northern  Pacific  Rv 

11-23-14 
7_H_14 

Mankato  (Plum  Street).. 
Manhy 

Mech  .  . 

Mcrli 

M 
16 

45 
13 

C.  M.  &  St.  P.,  C.  G.  W.,  C.  & 

N.  W.  &  C.  St.  P.  M.  &  O.. 
C  St  P  M  &  O  and  G  N 

1-  4-16 

12  u;  14 

Minneapolis. 
Boom  Island 

M.'d, 

28 

24 

G  N.  and  C.  G.  W  . 

12-19-14 

14th  Ave.   North  
15th  Ave.  S.  E  
Perm  Ave.  North  
Short  Line  Bridge,  near. 

Mcch  . 
Mcch     , 
Mcch  .  . 
Mech  .  . 

24 
86 

20 
24 

24 
28 

14 
20 

M.  St.  P.  &  S.  S.  M.  &  N.  P... 
Great  Northern  Ry  
G.  N.  and  Elec.  Short  Line  .  . 
C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry... 

8-  5-10 
2-19-16 
11-18-14 
9-?5-ll 

University  Ave.  S.  E... 
Monteiey 

Mech!! 

Mcch 

28 
12 

26 

11 

N.  P.  an.l  C.  M.  it  St.  P  
M  &  St  L  ami  ('  it  N.  W.. 

1-15-17 
S_  9-18 

Montgomery  
Moorhead.  . 

Mech! 
Mech 

24 

41 

Mi 
40 

C.  M.  ASt.P.  and  M.&St.  I. 
(1  N  and  N  I'  . 

11-5-02 
12-9-13 

Nashua  
Newport  

Norwood  
Paynesville  
Pt.  Douglas  Drawbridge.. 

M  •<•!,.. 

Meeh. 

Mcch  .  . 
Mcch 
Mcch  .  . 

20 
56 

:52 
16 
8 

0 

49 

:<o 
13 

9 

M.  St.  P.  it  S.  S.  M.  and  G.  X 
C.   M    .t  St.  P.,  f.  B.  &  Qand 
C.  R.  T.  &  P  
C.  M.  &  St.  P.  and  M.  &  St.L 
G.  N.  and  M.  St.  1'    ft  8.  S.  M 
C.  B.  &  (1  R.  H  

2-  1-05 

2-10-04 
2-25-14 
6-21-15 
4-13-18 
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:<m  or  Designation 

Kiml 

ers 

Participating  Railways 

Date  of 
License 

Frame 

Working 

Ramshaw  
Riley..                         
Hivt-r  .Junction  
Rochester  


Saginaw  

: 
.  .Irt  

Me.-l, 

Merl, 
Me.-l, 
Merh 

Merh 
M-rh 

Merh 
Me.-h 

Kler.. 
Merh  . 
Meeh  . 
Merh 
Merh 

Kler    ... 

Meeh 

Merh. 

Mech.. 
Mech. 

Merh 
Elec  .  .  . 

Merh 
Mech 
Mech 
Mech 
Mech 
Mech 
Mech 
Mech 
Mech 

12 

n; 
iMt 

12 
M 
16 
M 

12 

40 
52 
12 

Li 

48 

40 
32 
20 
8 
36 
48 

\s 

10 

M 
16 

ir, 

24 

28 
11 

!_' 
12 

:,<; 
16 
28 
16 
16 
16 
20 
44 

u 
It 

Hi 

a 

B 

19 
10 
40 

28 
12 

27 
IB 
6 
10 
45 
26 
M 
27 
19 
8 
36 
%48 
30 
25 
33 
9 
[3 
U 
18 
28 
|J 
11 
19 
9 
9 

i:, 
i:> 
21 
9 
14 
16 
L] 
33 

D.  W.  &  P.  and  D.  M.  4  N.  .  . 

I)    M.  A  N.  and  < 

4-17-12 
5-  4-18 
12-13-15 
7-14-14 
1-23-14 
6-21-15 
12-4-  19 
10-12-17 
12-13-15 

1-11-16 

2-16-16 
4-25-10 
1-30-14 
4-  5-15 
3-10-16 
2-16-16 
6-  2-17 
7-  5-10 
1-26-15 
4-13-18 
7-13-18 
2-16-16 
2-16-16 
2-16-16 
6-24-14 
7-12-11 
4-17-12 
12-11-16 
6-  4-17 
8-19-14 
10-26-14 
8-30-12 
9-  7-17 
1-11-16 

7-29-15 

12-9-13 
4-11-16 
4-  6-18 
7-11-14 
6-28-15 
5-  7-15 
3-26-14 
5-  6-15 

C.  M.  A  St.  P.  l: 

C.  G.  W.  andC.  A  N.  W  
Minn    Transfer  and  N.  P  
D.  A  N.  E.  and  D.  M.  A  N.... 
<     A   \    w.  and  C.  G   W. 

N.  P.  andG.  N  
<  '    M    &  St.  P.  and  C.  B.  A  Q. 

M   A  st    I    and  C   >t    1-    M 

AO  

Great  Northern  1 
C.  B.  A  Q.  and  C.  M.   A 
C.  G.  W.  R.  R  
N.  P.  and  C   St.  P.  MAO... 
P.  and  C.  B.  A  Q. 
G.  N.  andC.  St.  P.  M   A  O.  .  . 
Northern  Picifie 

St    Janie- 

St.  Paul: 
Como  Avenue  and  M:tc- 
kubin  Street  

Division  Street  
Fillnmre  Stri-ct 


Huffman  AVCIIMC  

'    

• 

Oakl:                       

I'.irk  .1  unction 

A-  ().  anil  C'.  M.  A 
Minn   Transfer  and  N    P 

ttbrdg.. 
nthony  Park  
lath.  Pk.  Viaduct.  . 

•iiinsti-r  Stp 
Sauk  Center  
BebJey 

C.  G.  W.  R.  R  
Northern  Pacific 

G.  N.  and  Minn.  Transfer.  .  .  . 
Great  Northern  Ry. 

G.  N.  and  C.  St.  1'.  M.  AO... 
N.  P.  and  G.  N  
G.  N.  and  M.  St.  P.  A  S.  8.  M 
D.  W.  A  P.  and  D.  M.  AN... 
M.  A  St.  L.  and  C.  M.  A  St.  P.  . 
I)    M.  A  N  

Sh-lton  

Shorburne 


Staple? 

Taopi 

Northern  Parifir 

:.nd  N.  P  
D.  W.  A  P.  and  I)    A    \    1 
C.  G.  W.  andC.  M.  A  W 
G.  N.  and  N.  P.... 

Til<l«-n  Junction      
Tonkawood  

Merh 
Merh 

Merh 

Meeh 
Meeh 

Merh. 
Merh  . 
Merh 

Merl, 
Merh 

M.  A  St.  P.  Sub.  :uid  M.  A  St. 

Virginia- 

Mil.    ! 

D     \N      A-    IV  :in.l   (, 

D.  W.  A  P.  and  G.  N  
G    N   and  N    P 

i 

Warr<-n  
Warroad  
• 
Way  tat.  -i 

M    .-uid  G.N. 
G.  N.  ami  Minn.  A  Man  
C.  G.  W    :u,,l  M    A-  St.  1  
Great  Northern  Kv 

Winona  Shops.  .  .  . 

C.  AN.  W.  and  C    M    1 

Total 

2,623 

2,120 

•New  Plant. 
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Table   "D"   following,   shows   the   location   of   railroad   grade 
crossing  gate  devices  still  in  use  in  Minnesota : 

TABLE   •'!>" 

RAILROAD  CROSSING  GATE  DEVICES  IN  OPERATION   IN   MINNESOTA 
NOVEMBER  30,    1918 


Location  or 

Designation 

General  Description 
of  D> 

Participating  Railways 

Date  ot 
License 

Honninc 

Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 

C.  St.  P.  M.  &O.-C.  G.  W  

11-23-92 

Hiwit.ik 

Double  H    H    crossing  n:itr. 

D.  &  I.  R.  &  D.  M.  &  N.  . 

11-2-11 

H   •  •    Bf 

Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 
Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 

D.  &  I.  R.  &  D.  M.  &  N  
D.  M.  &  N.-Winston-Dear  Strip- 

12-8-11 

Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 

ping  track  
C.M.  &  St.P.-M.St.P.R.  &  D.E.T 

11-15-11 

Marble    

Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.  . 

D.    M.  &    N.-Oliver    Mining    Co. 

Shop  track 

*Kerr  Branch,  Maho- 
ning  Mine  crossing. 
North  St.  Paul 
Mankato(Sheep  pens) 

Two  Hirlxjr1* 

Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 
Single  R.  R.  crossing  gate... 
Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 

D.  M.  &  N.  &G.  N.  Rys... 
M.  St.  P.  &  8.  S.  M.-  &  St.  P.  Sub. 
C.  St.  P.  M.  &  O.  &  C.  &  N.  W... 
Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Lines 

'8-i(M)4 
6-5-11 

Waseca. 

Double  R.  R.  crossing  gate.. 

M.  &  St.  L.  &  C.  &  N.  W  

'Proposed  new  installation. 

AUTOMATIC  BLOCK  SIGNALS. 
"NEW  AND  RECONSTRUCTED  AUTOMATIC  BLOCK  SIGNAL  SYSTEMS." 

New  and  reconstructed  automatic  block  signal  systems  accepted 
and  approved  by  the  Commission,  as  follows: 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — Chestnut  St.  (St.  Paul) 
Ramsey  County  to  Minneapolis,  Hennepin  County.  Purposing  pro- 
tection for  7.82  miles  of  double  main  track  roadway,  27  signals. 
Operating  license  issued  January  31,  1917. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — South  Minneapolis  to 
Hennepin  Avenue  Viaduct,  Minneapolis,  Hennepin  County.  Pur- 
posing protection  for  3.27  miles  of  double  track  roadway — 13  posi- 
tion light  and  semaphore  signals.  Operating  license  issued  April 
16,  1918. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — Northfield,  Rice  Coun- 
ty. Purposing  protection  for  2.90  miles  of  single  main  track  road- 
way, two  signals.  Operating  license  issued  March  1, 1917. 

Chicago  Great- Western  Railroad — Dodge  Center,  Dodge  County 
to  boundary  line  in  Mower  County  for  states  of  Minnesota  and 
Iowa.  Purposing  protection  for  38.75  miles  of  single  main  track 
roadway  and  37  signals.  Operating  license  issued  November  2,  1917. 

Chicago,  Great- Western  Railroad — St.  Paul,  Ramsey  County  to 
Dodge  Center,  Dodge  County.  Purposing  protection  for  66.47  miles 
of  double  main  track  roadway,  and  4.77  miles  of  single  main  track 
roadway,  86  signals.  Operating  license  issued  July  1,  1918. 
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Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway — Dock  connection,  Duluth. 
Purposing  protection  for  0.3  miles  of  single  track  roadway.  Operat- 
ing license  issued  August  17,  1918. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Northtown  (N.  E.  Minneapolis)  Hen- 
iH-piii  County  to  Rice,  Benton  County.  Purposing  protection  for 
76.85  miles  of  double  main  track  roadway.  Operating  license  issued 
May  26,  1917. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Bald  Eagle,  Ramsey  County  to  Carl- 
ton,  Carlton  County.  Purposing  protection  for  118.3  miles  single 
main  track  roadway.  Operating  license  issued  May  31,  1917. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— Carlton,  Carlton  County  to  West  Du- 
luth, St.  Louis  County.  Purposing  protection  for  15.6  miles  of  single 
main  track  roadway;  35  signal  locations.  Operating  license  issued 
May  31,  1917. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Rice  to  Little  Falls — purposing  pro- 
tection for  12.08  miles  of  double  main  track  roadway  and  2.87  miles 
of  single  main  track  roadway ;  23  signals.  Operating  license  issued 
November  8,  1918. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — West  Duluth  to  27th  Avenue  Plant, 
Duluth.    Purposing  protection  for  2.93  miles  of  Double  track  road- 
way.   7  signals.    Operating  license  issued  September  24,  1918. 
Northern  Pacific  Railway — Line  "A"  between  E.  Third  Street, 
I'aul,  Ramsey  County,  and  University  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  Hen- 
nrpiii  County.    Operating  license  jssued  August  17th,  1918. 

AUTOMATIC  BLOCK  SIGNAL  SYSTEMS  GIVEN  EXPERT  ATTENTION. 

Chicago,    Great- Western  Railroad — South    St.   Paul   to  Dodge 

(  Vn' 

Chicago,  Great- Western  Railroad — St.  Paul  to  South  St.  Paul. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway— <  Mi  rsi  nut  Street,  St. 
I'aul,  to  Smith  .Minneapolis. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — South  Minneapolis  to 
Hrniiepin  Avenue.  Minneapolis. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway— 1 1  a  inline  Avenue  S.  E. 
to  Short  Line  I'rid^e  i  S\\  it ehin^  Li 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway— Hen nepin  Avenue, 
Minneapolis,  t«  Glencoe. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway     Hastings  to  Bridge 

Switch. 
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Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway — Ore  docks  to  Main  Line, 

•h  Avenue,  Duluth. 

Great  Northern  Railway — St.  Paul  to  Minneapolis. 
Great  Northern  Railway — Wayzata  and  Long  Lake. 
Great  Northern  Railway — Long  Lake  to  Delano. 
Great  Northern  Railway — Duluth  Terminal  trestle  system. 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  R.  R. — Hennepin  Avenue  Viaduct  and 

approaches,   Minneapolis. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — St.  Paul  to  University  Avenue,  Min- 
•  lis,  Line  "A". 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Bridge  12,  Minneapolis. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Rice,  Benton  County,  to  Little  Falls, 
.Morrison  County. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Northtown,  Minneapolis  to  Rice,  Ben- 
ton  County. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Staples,  Todd  County,  to  Barnes 
Spur,  Clay  County. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — St.  Paul  to  West  Duluth. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — West  Duluth  to  27th  Avenue,  Duluth. 

PROPOSED  NEW  AND  RECONSTRUCTED  AUTOMATIC  BLOCK  SIGNAL 

SYSTEMS. 

•"Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — Ortonville,  Big 
Stone  County,  to  Minnesota-Dakota  boundary  line.  Plans  sub- 
mitted, returned  unapproved  November  18,  1918. 

**Great  Northern  Railway — Long  Lake,  Hennepin  County,  to 
Delano,  Wright  County.  Location  plan  approved  October  15,  1918. 

:;: Great  Northern  Railway — Clearwater  Junction  to  Long  Lake, 
Ilfimepin  County. 

"Great  Northern  Railway — Swan  River  to  Easterly  State  Line. 
*Reconstructed. 
**Proposed. 

AUTOMATIC  BLOCK  SIGNALED  TRACK  IN  OPERATION  IN 
MINNESOTA. 

There  are  487.44  miles  of  double  main  track  roadway  and  313.07 
miles  of  single  main  track  roadway,  equipped  with  automatic  block 
signal  system  in  Minnesota,  as  shown  by  Table  "E",  which  fol- 
lows: 
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HIGHWAY    riiOSSING   WARNING   DEVICES   GIVEN   EXPERT 
ATTENTION. 


Chicago,  Great-  Western  Railroad  —  South  St.  Paul,  Ramsey 
1     wi-rwag. 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  —  Mountain  Iron  Highway, 
nia  —  St.  Louis  County,  one  (1)  bell. 

Chicago,  Great-Western  Railroad  —  Empire,  Dakota  County,  two 
(2)  bells. 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  —  West  of  Hopkins,  Hennepin 

County,  two  (2)  bells. 

Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  —  North  of    Proctor,     St. 
Louis  County,  two  (2)  wigwags. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  —  Royalton,  Morrison  County,  two  (2) 
bells. 

Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  —  State  Road  and  Broad  Street,  St. 
Paul,  Ramsey  County,  two  (2)  bells. 

Chicago,   Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul  Railway  —  Cleveland  Avenue, 
Minneapolis,  Hennepin  County,  one  (1)  bell. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  —  Rice,  Benton  County,  one  (1)  bell. 

NEW  INSTALLATIONS  OF  HIGHWAY  CROSSING  WiARNING  DEVICES. 

Chicago  Great-  Western  Railroad  —  Kenyon,  Goodhue  County.  Op- 
erating circuit  plans  submitted  August  25,  1917. 

Chicago  Great-  Western  Railroad  —  Nerstrand,  Rice  County.    Op- 
erating circuit  plan  submitted  August  28,  1917. 

.Chicago,  Great-Western  Railroad  —  llayfield,  Dodge  County.    Op- 
erating circuit  plan  submitted  August  28,  1917. 

Chicago,  Great-  Western  Railroad  —  Eden,  Dodge  County.  Oper- 
ating circuit  plan  submitted  August  28,  1917. 

Chicago  Great-  Western  Railroad—  Dennison,  Goodhue     County. 
Operating  circuit  plan  submitted  August  28,  1917. 

Chicago,  Great  Western  Railroad  —  "West  of  Rich  Valley,  Dakota 
County.    Operating  circuit  plan  submitted  August  28,  1917. 

Chicago,  Great-  Western  Railroad  —  South  St.  Paul,  Ramsey  Coun- 
ty.   Operating  circuit  plan  approved  October  6,  1917. 
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Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway — Virginia,  St.  Louis  Coun- 
ty, near  Iron  Mountain  road.  Operating  circuit  plan.  Approved 
Aujrust  8,  1917. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Sank  Rapids,  Mrnton  County.  Oper- 
ating circuit  plan  approved  .May  22,  1917.  Two  (2)  bells. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Sartell,  Benton  County.  Operating 
circuit  plan.  Approved  May  22,  1917. 


PROPOSED     INSTALLATION     OF     HIGHWAY     CROSSING     WARNING 

DEVICES. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — Excelsior  Avenue,  Hop- 

kins,    Hcnncpin    County.      Two    (2)    aerial    bells    non-automatic). 
Plans  approved  for  circuits  only,  October  9,  1918. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Way  /.at  a,  Hennepin  County.  Two  (2) 
bells. 

INSPECTION  OF  NEW  RAILWAYS 

New  Lines  of  railway,  having  a  total  main  roadway  mileage  of 
18.41  miles,  were  inspected  by  the  Engineering  department,  at  the 
direction  of  the  Commission,  and  official  operating  permits  were  duly 
granted  to  the  railway  company  by  the  Commission  for  the  opera- 
tion of  same,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  2032  of  the  General  Laws 
of  1905,  as  amended  by  Chapter  260,  General  Laws  of  1907,  and  as 
amended  by  Chapter  126  of  the  General  Laws  of  1913. 

TABLE   "F" 

Of    KM  I. WAY    I'LAC'KI)   IN    |M  KING   Till     \\-.\R 

ENDING   NOVEMBER  30,   1918 


Nanu-  nf 
Railway 

Description 

Mil.-agos 

[MP 

Cost 

Proa 

M:iin 

Si.lnik". 

way  . 

2-C 

DM!     ami    \..r 
Mm: 

M   r 

M     I'    !»«.MMI 

18.41 

1    Ui 

1017 
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Opinions  of  the  Attorney  General 
Miscellaneous  Questions 

Whether  the  State  is  liable  for  the  amount  of  U.  S.  war  tax  im- 
posed in  connection  with  the  transportation  of  four  automobiles  de- 
liverable F.  0.  B.  Minnesota  State  Capitol. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  December  7,  1917. 
Minnesota  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission, 
State  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Gentlemen:  From  your  letter  of  December  6,  1917,  and  accompanying 
papers,  it  appears  that  you  contracted  to  purchase  nine  5-passenger  Ford 
automobiles  at  -a  cost  per  car  of  $379.65,  F.  O.  B.  State  Capitol;  that  the 
first  three  (3)  cars  were  delivered  to  you  on  August  16,  1917,  but  that  the 
fourth  car  was  not  delivered  to  you  until  August  31,  the  fifth  until  October 
12,  and  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  cars  until  November  13,  1917. 

You  inquire  if  the  State  is  liable  for  $36.72,  the  amount  of  the  United 
States  war  tax  imposed  in  connection  with  the  transportation  of  the  last  four 
cars  shipped. 

You  are  advised  that  as  the  cars  were  to  he  delivered  F.  O.  B.  Minne- 
sota State  Capitol,  the  State  is  no  concerned  in  the  amount  paid  *by  the 
shipper  as  freight  or  war  taxes  thereon.  If  the  cars  under  contract  had 
been  delivered  F.  O.  B.  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  from  such  place  had  been 
shipped  'by  you  to  St.  Paul,  no  tax  would  have  been  imposed  upon  the  pay- 
ments received  for  transportation  services  rendered  to  the  state,  as  such 
services  rendered  to  the  State  are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  war 
tax.  In  the  present  case,  the  tax  was  imposed  upon  the  amounts  received 
from  the  Ford  Motor  Company.  It  was  not  exempt  from  such  tax,  and  under 
the  F.  O.  B.  St.  Paul  contract,  the  State  is  not  liable  for  the  amount  of  such 
taxes. 

The  papers  accompanying  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 

EGBERT  S.  OAKLEY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

The  Commission  is  not  authorized  to  give  to  a  surety  company 
the  right  to  use  any  other  form  of  receipt  in  handling  grain  than  is 
prescribed  by  Section  4437,  G.  S.  1913. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  15,  1917. 

Hon  Ira  B.  Mills,  Chairman,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission,  Capitol. 
Dear  Sir:     I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  State  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
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Commission  is  not  authorized  to  give  to  a  surety  company,  which  has 
bonded  a  terminal  elevator  company,  the  right  to  use  a  different  form  of 
receipt  in  the  handling  of  grain  than  that  which  is  prescribed  by  Section 
4437,  General  Statutes  of  Minnesota  1913. 

Yours  truly, 

LYNDON  A.  SMITH, 

Attorney  General. 

The  definition  of  a  Commission  Merchant  is  any  person  who  may 
receive  for  shipment  for  account  of  consignor  any  agricultural  pro- 
ducts or  farm  produce. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  19,  1917. 
Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission,  Capitol. 

Gentlemen:     Re  F.  C.  Erkel,  Rockford,  Minnesota. 

Your  communication  of  December  11,  addressed  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  above  party,  is  referred  to  me  for 
attention. 

You  state  that  Mr.  Erkel  is  receiving  shipments  of  ginseng  roots  for 
export  to  ports  in  China  at  a  commission  of  five  per  cent  and  you  inquire 
whether  he  is  a  commission  merchant  within  the  meaning  of  Section  4598, 
et  seq.  G.  S.  1913,  as  amended  by  Chapter  370,  Session  Laws  1915  and 
Chapter  19,  Session  Laws  1917;  and  therefore  required  to  give  the  bond 
to  the  state  required  by  the  statute  referred  to. 

The  statute  under  consideration  defines  a  commission  merchant  as  any 
person  who  may  receive  for  shipment  for  account  of  consignor  any  agri- 
cultural products  or  farm  produce.  It  is  assumed  from  your  letter  and  that 
of  Mr.  Erkel  that  the  shipments  are  first  made  to  Mr.  Erkel,  that  he  then 
transmits  the  product  in  his  own  name  to  purchasers  at  the  foreign  ports. 
It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  reshipment  is  only  a  method  adopted  <by 
Mr.  Erkel  for  the  making  of  sales  on  account  of  the  original  consignor.  It 
follows  that  he  is  a  commission  merchant  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute 
•and  he  should  give  the  bond  of  $2,000  therein  specified. 

You  suggest  that  the  position  of  Mr.  Erkel  is  in  the  nature  of  that  of 
a  broker.  This  is  exactly  the  position  of  all  commission  merchants.  The 
definition  of  a  commission  merchant  is  one  who  sells  goods  which  another 
person  has  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose  and  receives  compensation 
for  his  services  by  a  commission.  Mr.  Krkel  would  seem  to  fall  squarely 
trithin  this  definition. 

If  I  have  assumed  the  facts  to  be  different  from  what  they  are,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  be  corrected  and  modify  my  opinion  accordingly. 

Yours  truly. 

JOHN  E.  PALMER, 

Assistant  Attorney  General. 
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Held  That  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Appeals  may 
be  determined  by  the  Commission  when  approved  by  the  Governor 
and  paid  without  further  approval.  Expenses  of  members  of  the 
Board  of  Grain  Appeals  to  be  passed  on  by  the  Commission  and  paid 
only  on  its  order  and  audited  by  the  State  Auditor. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  28,  1917. 

Hon.  Ira  B.  Mills,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission,  Capitol. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to- your  letter  of  Decemiber  8,  inquiring  with  regard 
to  the  relations  of  the  Commission  to  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Grain 
Appeals,  I  have  to  say  that  the  statute  I  find  on  the  matter  is  Section  4454, 
G.  S.  1913.  I  think  that  the  Commission  may  determine  whether  expenses 
are  necessary  or  not.  I  think  that  salaries,  when  fixed  by  the  Commission 
and  approved  by  the  Governor,  may  be  paid  without  further  approval,  but 
that  the  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Appeals  must  toe 
passed  on  by  the  Commission  and  paid  only  on  its  order  and  the  auditing 
of  the  same  by  the  state  auditor. 

It  is  possible  that  Section  4473,  G.  S.  1913,  has  some  relation  to  this 
matter,  but  I  doubt  it. 

Yours  truly, 

LYNDON  A.  SMITH, 

Attorney  General. 

When  wheat  is  transported  from  one  station  to  another  station, 
where  it  is  milled,  and  the  flour  is  then  transported  back  to  the  first 
station ;  the  transportation  of  the  flour  is  not  within  the  milling-in- 
transit  privilege  carried  in  the  railway  company's  tariff. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  7,  1918. 

Hon.  Ira  u.  Mills,  Chairman,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission, 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Dear  Sir:  You  request  an  opinion  from  this  office  on  the  following 
question: 

"Can  a  miller,  located  at  Minneapolis,  take  advantage  of  a  milling- 
in-transit  rule,  to  buy  wheat  at  a  point  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 

,  such  as  Frazee,  forward  it  to  Minneapolis,  convert  it  into  flour  at 
Minneapolis,  and  return  the  product  to  Frazee  at  the  rate  applying  on 
flour  for  364  miles,  that  being  the  distance  the  shipment  would  travel 
from  Frazee  to  Minneapolis  and  return?" 

The    transit    rule   of   the   Northern   Pacific   Railway   Company   M-55-A, 
whi<h  be-came  effective  December  13,  1917,  is  as  follows: 

"GRAIN,   Carloads,   may   be   milled   or  cleaned   in   transit  at   any 

mi. 'dial <•  milling  or  cleaning  station  between  point  of  origin  of  the 
grain  and  transit  destination  at  an  additional  charge  of  1  cent  per  100 
Ibs.  No  back  haul  will  be  permitted  under  this  rule. 
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"GRAIN  may  be  milled  or  cleaned  at  points  which  are  not  on  a 
direct  line  between  point  of  origin  and  transit  destination  at  an  addi- 
tional charge  of  1  cent  per  100  Ibs.  a.bove  the  rate  on  grain,  computed 
on  actual  distance  via  the  indirect  route,  J}ut,  back  haul  will  not  be 
permitted  except  to  junction  point  where  shipment  diverges  from 
direct  route  from  point  of  origin  to  final  destination.  This  rule  will 
not  apply  upon  grain  milled  or  cleaned  at  Eastern  Terminals,  viz.:  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  Transfer  or  Duluth." 

As  said  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  the  case  of  St. 
Louis  Hay  &  Grain  Company  vs.  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railway  Company,  11  I.  C. 
C.  R.  90: 

"The  stopping  of  a  commodity  in  transit  for  the  purpose  of  treat- 
ment or  reconsignment,  is  in  the  nature  of  special  privilege  which  the 
carrier  may  concede,  but  which  the  shipper  cannot,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  law,  demand  as  a  matter  of  lawful  right." 
The  answer  to  your  question  therefore,  depends  upon  whether  the 
movement  in  question  falls  within  the  scope  of  the  milling-in-transit  rule. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  does  not  and  that  your  inquiry  should  be 
answered  in  the  negative,  because  the  movement  involved  a  hack  haul, 
which  is  expressly  excluded  by  the  rule  from  the  transit  privilege.  Fur- 
thermore, the  milling-in-transit  can  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  said  to  be  be- 
tween the  point  of  origin  of  the  grain  and  transit  destination,  when  such 
origin  and  destination  are  the  same  station. 

Yours  truly, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

A  railway  company  cannot  require  the  signing  of  an  agreement 
to  assume  all  risks  as  a  prerequisite  condition  to  issuing  a  pass  to 
the  Commission's  Signal  Engineer  to  ride  on  freight  trains  where  the 
issuance  of  such  free  transportation  is  expressly  required  by  statute. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  January  11,  1918. 

Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Gentlemen:      You  rally   that,   in   issuing  a  pass  to  your  Signal 

.ne.-r  to  travel  fn-e  on  freight    trains  in  this  state,  a  railway  company 
sts  him  to  sign  a  release,  in  which  he  agrees  as  follows: 

"To  assume  all  risks  of  accident  from  whatever  cause  arising  and 
whether  occasioned  .by  negligence  of  the  Railway  or  its  employees  or 
otherwise,  while  in  or  upon  any  of  the  Railway's  trains  or  premises 
whatsoever.  by  \iriuo  of  such  permit  or  incidental  to  the  exercise  of 
of  the  privilege  th«-r»-in  granted. 

•That.  h*>  shall  not  as  incidental  to  such  travel  toe  entitled  to  be 
its  as  a  passenger  hut   must  take  care  of  him- 
f  in  every  contingency  that   may  arise." 
You   desire  an  opinion   from   this  office  as  to  the  necessity  of  signing 
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;i  an  agrt  The  ruh>  in  this  state  regarding  the  validity  of  such 

an  ap:  n  Dunnoirs  Digest,  Section  1281,  as  follows: 

of  passengers  cannot  exempt  itself,  by  contract,  from 
liability  to  them  for  its  negligence,  even  though  they  are  carried  gra- 
tuitously. A  condition  in  a  free  pass  exempting  the  carrier  from  lia- 
bility for  negligence  is  void  against  public  policy'." 

See  the  cases  of  Jacobson  v.  St.  P.  &  C.  Ry.,  20  Minn.  125;  Fleming  v. 
St.  P.  &  D.  Ry.,  L'7  Minn.  Ill;  Starr  v.  G.  N.  Ry.,  67  Minn.  18. 

Such  an  agreement  would,  therefore,  seem  to  be  contrary  to  the  public 
policy  of  the  state  and,  therefore,  void.  But,  independent  of  that  consider- 
ation, Section  4336,  G.  S.  1913,  seems  to  be  decisive  of  the  question.  It  is 
as  follows: 

he  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  and  their  Secretary 
shall  have  the  right  to  free  transportation  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  on  all  railroads  and  railroad  trains,  in  this  state,  and  their 
experts  or  other  agents  whose  service  they  may  require  shall  likewise 
be  transported  free  of  charge'." 

ier  the  provisions  of  that  section  it  is  the  duty  of  the  railway  com- 
pany to  provide  such  free  transportation  on  all  of  its  trains,  and  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  cannot  require  the  signing  of  such  an  agreement  as  a 
prerequisite  condition  to  its  compliance  with  the  law. 

Yours  truly, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

The  right  of  a  Cab  Company  to  solicit  business  within  a  depot 
under  an  exclusive  contract  with  the  railway  companies  when  such 
solicitation  is  forbidden  by  ordinance  considered. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  8,  1918. 

Hon.  Ira  B.  Mills,  Chairman,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission. 

Dear  Sir:     Your  letter  of  May  7th,  1918,  addressed  to  Attorney  General 

Clifford  L.  Hilton,  is  before  me  for  attention: 

You  state  that  the  following  facts  were  submitted  to  you: 

"That  the  Yellow  Cab  Company  was  given  the  right  to  solicit  busi- 
ness in  the  Union  Station  at  Minneapolis  by  the  railroad  companies, 
and   that  Minneapolis  has  a  City  Ordinance  against  the  soliciting  of 
cab  business  by  anyone  in  the  Union  Station." 
You  request  an  opinion  upon  the  following  questions: 

"1.  Has  the  railroad  companies  the  right  to  give  one  cab  company 
the  privilege  of  soliciting  business  in  its  station  to  the  exclusion  of 
others? 

"2.  Has  the  municipality  authority  to  pass  ian  ordinance  forbidding 
all  companies  or  individuals  from  soliciting  this  class  of  business  in  a 
railroad  station  regardless  of  the  regulations  of  the  companies?" 
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The  right  of  a  depot  company  to  grant  the  exclusive  privilege  to  solicit 
business  within  the  depot  building  to  a  single  transfer  company  was  sus- 
tained by  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  state  in  the  case  of  Godbout  v.  St. 
Paul  Union  Depot  Co.,  79  Minn.  188.  In  its  opinion  the  court  said: 

"We  therefore  conclude  as  follows:     That  neither  a  hackman  nor 
a  common  carrier  has  either  a  statutory  or  common  law  right  to  enter 
the  Union  Depot  to  solicit  business;  that  both  may  enter  the  depot  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  or  receiving  passengers  upon  order  or  con- 
tract; that  all  carriers,  private  and  public,  have  a  common  right,  with- 
out   discrimination,    to    solicit    patronage   at   such   points    as   may    be 
properly  designated  -beyond  the  depot;    that  within  such  building  de- 
fendant is  compelled  to  make  such  proper  rules  and  regulations  as  will 
conserve   the   interest   and   convenience  of   the   traveling   public;    that 
within   such  building  defendant  has  control  of  its  property  and   busi- 
ness, by  virtue  of  its  right  of  ownership,  subject  only  to  the  rights  of 
the  public   transacting  business  with  it;    and,  as  an  incident  to  such 
obligations  to  the  public  and  right  of  ownership,  defendant  may  grant 
special  privileges  for  the  transfer  of  passengers  and  baggage." 
There   does  not  appear  to   have  .been   any  ordinance  forbidding  such 
solicitation  involved  in  said  case.     I  therefore  consider  the  case  mentioned 
as  having  settled  the  question  as  to  the  validity  of  a  contract  granting  the 
exclusive  privilege   of  such   solicitation,   in   the   absence  of  a   prohibitory 
ordinance,  in  favor  of  its  validity. 

How  far  the  exclusive  privilege  thus  granted  is  affected  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  City  of  Minneapolis  is  a  more  doubtful  question.  An  ordinance 
was  passed  by  the  city  council  of  that  city  on  July  12,  1895.  It  is  entitled, 
"An  Ordinance  to  Regulate  and  Restrain  Porters,  Runners,  Agents  and 
Solicitors  for  Boats,  Vessels,  Stages,  Cars,  Public  Houses  or  other  estab- 
lishments within  the  City  of  Minneapolis." 

The  ordinance  provides  for  the  licensing  of  such  persons,  the  regula- 
tion of  their  conduct,  and  forbids  the  carrying  on  of  their  business  in 
certain  places.  It  is  in  part  as  follows: 

"Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  porter,  runner,  agent  or 
solicitor  to  carry  on  his  business  as  such  porter,  runner,  agent  or  so- 
licitor, or  in  any  manner  act  in  that  capacity,  or  to  ask  or  solicit  patron- 
age or  custom  of  any  travelers  or  other  person  for  any  boat,  vessel, 
stage,  car,  public  house  or  other  establishment  specified  in  section  one 
hereof,  upon  any  of  the  following  places  or  streets  in  the  City  of  Min- 
neapolis, to-v 

"(1).  The  depots  or  stations,  or  depot  or  station  grounds,  plat- 
forms or  other  buildings  of  any  railroad  company,  provided  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  apply  to  any  ticket  agent  or  passenger  solicitor 
of  any  steam  railway  company  acting  as  such  upon  premises  owned 
and  exclusively  occupied  by  such  company." 

This  ordinance  was  apparently  passed  under  the  authority  of  Section 

5  of  Chapter  4  of  the  City  Charter.    It  is  in  part  as  follows: 

/  "The  City  Council  shall  have  full  power  and  authority   to  make, 

ord  tin,  publish,  enforce,  alter,  amend  or  repeal  all  such  ordinances  for 

the  government  and  good  order  of  the  City,  for  the  suppression  of  vice, 

and  for  the  prevention  of  crime,  as  it  shall  deem  expedient  .   .   .  and 
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for  these  purposes  the  said  City  Council  shall  have  authority  by  such 
ordinances  .... 

"Seventeenth — To  restrain  and  regulate  porters,  expressmen,  hack- 
men,  and  also  runners,  agents  and  solicitors  for  boats,  vessels,  stages, 
cars,  public  houses  or  other  establishments." 

The  question  of  the  validity  of  that  portion  of  the  ordinance  which 
prohibits  solicitation  within  depot  buildings  is  not  passed  upon.  I  am  of 
the  opinion,  however,  that  if  the  same  is  valid,  the  rights  acquired  by  the 
cab  company  under  its  contract  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  ordi- 
nance insofar  as  they  are  applicable.  Larkin  v.  Glen  Falls  Ins.  Co.,  80 
Minn.  527. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Where  through  an  error  on  the  part  of  a  State  Weigher,  the 
weights  of  two  cars  of  grain  were  interchanged,  and  the  shipper 
subjected  to  a  loss,  such  loss  cannot  be  paid  out  of  the  grain  fund, 
but  an  action  can  be  brought  on  the  weigher's  bond, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  24,  1918. 
Hon.  Ira  B.  Mills,  Chairman,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission. 

Dear  Sir:  From  the  correspondence  submitted  by  you  it  appears  that 
two  persons  in  Montana  each  shipped  a  carload  of  wheat  to  commission 
men  in  Minneapolis  to  be  sold.  The  two  carloads  were  both  sold  to  the 
same  mill  at  specified  prices  per  bushel  "subject  to  the  state  weights." 
Through  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  State  Weigher  the  weights  of  the  two 
cars  were  interchanged  and  so  entered  upon  the  weight  certificates.  This 
resulted  in  an  overpayment  to  one  shipper  and  an  underpayment  in  sub- 
stantially the  same  amount  to  the  other.  The  shipper  who  was  underpaid 
now  seeks  redress. 

You  inquire  whether  the  official  bond  of  the  weigher  would  cover  such 
a  loss,  and  also  whether  the  loss  could  be  paid  out  of  the  grain  fund?  You 
also  inquire  whether  grain  belonging  to  a  Montana  shipper  and  consigned 
to  a  commission  man  in  this  state  would  be  subject  to  garnishment  in 
Minnesota,  while  in  possession  of  a  railway  company?  Section  8243,  G.  S. 
1913,  is  as  follows: 

"Official  bonds,  security  to  whom — Actions — The  official  bond  or 
other  security  of  a  public  officer,  whether  with  or  without  sureties, 
shall  be  security  to  all  persons  severally  for  the  official  delinquencies 
against  which  it  is  intended  to  provide,  as  well  as  to  the  obligee  desig- 
nated therein,  and  when  no  other  provision  is  made  by  law  it  shall  run 
to  the  state.  When  a  public  officer,  'by  official  misconduct  or  neglect, 
forfeits  his  bond  or  renders  his  sureties  liable  thereon,  any  person 
injured  thereby,  or  who  is  by  law  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  security, 
may  bring  an  action  thereon,  in  his  own  name,  against  the  officer  and 
his  sureties,  to  recover  the  amount  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  reason 
of  the  delinquency;  and  a  judgment  in  favor  of  a  party  for  one  de- 
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linquency  does  not  preclude  the  same  or  another  party  from  an  action 
on  the  same  security  for  another  delinquency." 
Section  4218,  G.  S.  1913,  provides  that: 

"Such  weighmasters  and  weighers  shall  each  give  bond  to  the  State 
of  Minnesota  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  ($5,000.00)  dollars,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties." 

It  is  my  opmion  that  the  shipper  who  sustained  the  loss  would  be 
authorized  by  Section  8243,  supra,  to  bring  an  action  on  the  weigher's  bond. 
Such  loss  could  not  in  my  opinion  be  paid  out  of  the  grain  fund. 

In  regard  to  the  right  to  garnishee  grain  while  in  the  possession  of 
a  carrier  in  this  state,  such  right  has  'been  sustained  where  the  transporta- 
tion had  terminated  and  the  property  was  held  by  the  carrier  as  a  ware- 
houseman. Cooley  v.  Minn.  Trans.  Ry.  Co.,  53  Minn.  327. 

It  seems  to  be  the  rule,  however,  that  property  while  in  itinere  can  not 
be  reached  by  process  in  garnishment.  Elliott  on  Railroads,  Section  1538. 

Yours  truly, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Where  a  two-line  route  between  two  stations  is  shorter  than  a 
single-line  route,  a  shipper  can  route  his  shipments  via  the  two-line 
route,  but  the  single  line  road  is  not  required  to  meet  the  cheaper 
rate  applicable  to  the  two-line  route. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORIXEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  June  28,  1918. 
Hon.  O.  P.  B.  Jacobson,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commissioner. 

Dear  Sir:  You  request  an  opinion  from  this  office  on  the  questions 
contained  in  a  letter  written  to  you  by  the  Minnesota  Cement  Construc- 
tion Company,  on  June  26,  1918. 

It  appears  therefrom  that  the  company  in  question  is  located  at  Fergus 
Falls  and  desires  to  ship  frieght  to  Sebeka.  Fergus  Falls  Is  situated  on 
the  lines  of  -both  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  and  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  Company.  Sebeka  is  situated  on  the  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company.  The  distance  between  Fergus  Falls  and  Sebeka 
is  much  less  via  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  to  WJadena  and  then  via  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company  to  Soh«  ka.  than  via  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  for  the  entire  movement. 

Two  questions  are  asl 

First— Whether  the   shipper  has   a   right  to   ship   his   freight   to 

Sebeka  over  the  shorter  route  mentioned,  and 

Second— Whether   the   Great  Northern   Railway  Company   will   be 

compelled  to  meet  the  same  rate? 

In  answer  thereto  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  in  my  opinion  the  first  ques- 
tion should  >be  answered  in  the  affirmative  and  the  second  question  in  the 

Very  truly  yours, 

1 1 1  ;NRY  c.  FLANNERY, 

Assistant  Attorney  General. 
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Unclaimed  baggage  can  be  sold  by  a  railway  company  after 
ninety  days  have  elapsed  after  the  charges  have  become  due. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  July  16,  1918. 

Ira  P>.  Mills,  Chairman,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission, 
State  Capitol  Building. 

:•:     Your  letter  of  July  16,  1918,  addressed  to  Attorney  General 
Clifford  L.  Hilton,  has  been  referred  to  me  for  attention. 

You  <tat<-  that  some  of  the  railroad  companies  have  held  baggage  for 
thirty  (30)  days,  and  if  not  claimed  have  advertised  it  for  sale.  You  call 
attention  to  Sections  6075  and  7037,  G.  S.  1913,  and  request  an  opinion  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  procedure. 

Sections  6075  to  6079,  G.  S.  1913,  provide  a  method  of  disposing  of  bag- 
gage and  other  personal  property  left  in  the  possession  of  a  common  car- 
rier. The  subject  is  also  covered  by  the  provisions  of  Sections  7036-7040, 
G.  S.  1913.  The  former  sections  provide  for  the  delivery  to  a  storage  com- 
pany after  such  property  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  carrier  for  thirty 
(30)  days  following  arrival  at  its  destination.  The  latter  sections  provide 
for  a  sale  by  the  carrier,  under  certain  conditions,  after  ninety  (90)  days 
have  elapsed  after  the  charges  have  become  due. 

These  provisions  were  within  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  enact. 
State  v.  M.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  Co.,  115  Minn.  116.  They  are  for  the  benefit  of 
the  carriers.  While  they  do  not  compel  the  carriers  either  to  turn  such 
property  over  to  a  storage  company,  or  to  sell  it,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
if  such  action  is  taken  it  must  be  done  as  provided  in  said  sections  of  the 
law. 

Yours  truly, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 

Assistant  Attorney  General. 

The  time  a  switchman  was  required  to  be  on  duty  was  held  to  be 
in  violation  of  the  Federal  Hours  of  Service  Law. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  20,  1918. 
Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission,  State  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Gentlemen:  You  transmit  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  A.  R. 
Tyner,  who  inquires  if  it  is  lawful  for  <a  railway  company  to  require  or 
permit  a  switchman  engaged  in  its  yards  to  work  regularly  and  in  the 
usual  course  of  his  employment  from  7.  A.  M.  until  3.  P.  M.  and  then 
again  on  the  same  day  from  4  P.  M.  until  12  P.  M. 

You  request  an  opinion  in  connection  with  the  question  submitted. 

Assuming  that  the  switchman  was  "connected  with"  the  movement  of 

-state  trains,  the  question  submitted  is  answered  in  the  negative. 

Section  2,  Chapter  2939,  Act  of  March  4,  1907  (34  U.  S.  Statutes  at 
Large  1416),  in  part  reads  as  follows: 
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" .  .  .  . ;  and  no  such  employee  who  has  'been  on  duty  sixteen  hours 
in  the  aggregate  in  any  twenty-four-hour  period  shall  be  required  or 
permitted  to  continue  or  again  go  on  duty  wthout  having  had  at  least 
eight  consecutive  hours  off  duty;  .  .  .  ." 

In  my  opinion,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  question,  an  employee 
engaged  in  the  switching  of  interstate  trains  is  connected  with  the  move- 
ment of  such  trains,  although  during  the  same  hours  of  labor  he  may  switcn 
intra-state  trains  or  cars. 

Yours  very  truly, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

The  salary  of  a  State  Deputy  Grain  Inspector  is  not  subject  to 
levy  while  in  the  possession  of  the  State. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORJNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  November  12,  1918. 

Hon.  O.  P.  B.  Jacobson,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commissioner, 

State  Capitol. 
Dear  Sir:     Your  verbal  request  of  Attorney  General  Clifford  L.  Hilton 

for  an  opinion  on  the  question  of  whether  the  salary  of  a  State  Deputy 

Grain  Inspector  is  subject  to  levy  while  in  the  possession  of  the  state,  has 

been  referred  to  me  for  consideration. 

This  question  has  often  received  the  attention  of  our  Supreme  Court. 

Thus,  in  the  case  of  Roeller  v.  Ames,  33  Minn.  132,  it  was  said: 

"But  it  has  also  been  often  held  that  the  salary  of  a  public  officer, 
due  him  from  a  municipal  corporation,  can  not  be  reached  or  inter- 
cepted by  his  creditors  by  legal  process.  The  reason  assigned  for  this 
is,  in  substance  that  municipal  corporations  are  auxiliary  to  the  state 
government;  that  their  officers  are  puiblic  servants,  employed  to  per- 
form public  duties;  that  the  public  have  a  right  to  fill  these  offices  by 
the  selection  of  the  most  suitable  man;  that  these  officers  are  usually 
dependent  on  their  salaries  for  the  support  of  themselves  and  families; 
that  the  efficiency  of  their  services  or  even  their  remaining  in  the 
public  service,  may  depend  upon  the  prompt  payment  of  their  salaries, 
and  the  certainty  that  they  will  receive  them  when  due.  Hence,  if 
creditors  can  step  in  by  any  legal  proceeding  and  prevent  the  payment 
of  salaries  directly  to  the  officers  in  person,  and  divert  the  money  to 
the  satisfaction  of  their  claims,  the  public  service  would  suffer  toy  im- 
pairing its  efficiency,  and  perhaps  depriving  the  public  of  service  of 
men  whom  it  would  be  desired  to  retain.  This  is  not  an  exemption  in 
favor  of  the  officer,  but  a  rule  for  the  protection  of  the  public. 

"Our  conclusion,  arrived  at  from  consideration  of  public  policy,  is 
that  the  unpaid  salary  of  a  public  officer  can  not  be  thus  reached  by 
liis  <T«Mlitors,  either  by  garnishment,  attachment,  or  supplementary 
proceedings.  No  proceedings  can  be  allowed  to  int.-rvene,  and  either 
directly  or  indirectly  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  corporation  to 
pay  the  salary  directly  to  the  officer." 
In  the  case  of  Sandwich  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Krake,  66  Minn.  110,  it 

was  said: 
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"Upon  principle,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  salary  or  wages  due 
from  a  municipal  corporation  to  its  foreman  should  be  subject  to  be 
reached  by  supplementary  proceedings  and  the  salary  of  an  officer  be 
exempted." 
In  the  case  of  Sexton  v.  Brown,  72  Minn.  371,  the  court  said: 

"The  decision   in   those  cases   do   not  rest  upon  any   question   as 

to  the  character  of  the  garnishee  or  as  to  the  source  from  which  the 

officer  receives  his  fees,  but  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  against  public 

policy  to  permit  the  salary  or  compensation  of  a  public  officer  for  the 

performance  of  his  official  duties  to  be  intercepted  by  garnishment  or 

other  legal  process  before  the  money  reaches  his  hands,  for  the  reason 

that  it  would  tend  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  public  service." 

The  case  of  Qrme  v.  Kingsley,  73  Minn.  143,  was  one  in  which  the  right 

to  attach  the  salary  of  a  building  inspector  was  involved.     The  court  held 

that  the  right  did  not  exist,  and  said: 

"We  have  repeatedly  held  that  the  salary  of  a  public  officer  cannot 
•be  reached  iby  his  creditors  by  legal  process  (cases  cited).  This  doc- 
trine is  founded  on  reasons  of  public  policy,  which  may  be  all  summed 
up  in  the  general  proposition  that  any  other  rule  would  interfere  with 
the  efficiency  of  the  public  service." 

The  office  of  Deputy  Grain  Inspector  is  created  by  statute.  The  salary 
of  the  Deputy  Grain  Inspector  is  paid  'by  the  state.  I  am,  therefore,  of  the 
opinion  that  his  salary  can  not  be  reached  by  legal  process  prior  to  its 
payment  to  him. 

Yours  truly, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915,  considered  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
telephone  companies  to  sever  existing  physical  connections,  and  also 
in  relation  to  the  procedure  to  have  such  connection  re-established. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTOR|NEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  iMinn.,  November  15,  1918. 

Hon.  Fred  W.  Putnam,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commissioner, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 
Dear  Sir:     Your  letter  of  November   9,   1918,   addressed   to   Attorney 

General  Clifford  L.  Hilton,  has  been  referred  to  me  for  attention. 
You  state  that: 

"A  physical  connection  exists  between  the  toll  lines  of  one  tele- 
phone company  and  a  local  telephone  exchange  of  another  telephone 
company.  Because  of  a  disagreement  relative  to  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment, the  telephone  company  owning  the  toll  lines  has  arbitrarily  dis- 
connected its  toll  lines  from  the  other  telephone  company's  local  ex- 
change, thus  depriving  the  public  of  long  distance  telephone  service." 
An  opinion  is  requested  upon  the  following  questions: 
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"Has  a  telephone  company  the  right  to  discontinue  a  physical  con- 
nection between  its  toll  lines  and  the  toll  lines  of  another  telephone 
company,  or  between  its  toll  lines  and  the  telephone  exchange  of  an- 
other telephone  company,  when  once  established  without  the  consent 
of  this  Commission?" 

"Where  a  physical  connection  between  the  toll  lines  of  two  com- 
panies or  "between  the  toll  lines  of  one  company  and  the  exchange  of 
another  company,  has   been   discontinued   because   of  a   disagreement 
relative  to  the  terms  of  settlement  between  the  companies,  can  this 
Commission   require   the  re-establishment  of  such  physical  connection 
as  may  have  existed,  in  order  that  the  public  may  not  be  deprived  of 
service,  the  terms  of  settlement  to  be  later  determined  by  the  Com- 
mission upon  presentation  of  facts  by  the  telephone  companies?" 
The  first  question  is  quite  comprehensive.     It  requires  a  consideration 
of  the  question  of  whether  such  connection  could  be  discontinued  for  any 
reason  without  the  consent  of  the  Commission.     So  considered,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  should  be  answered  in  the  affirmative.    There  is  nothing, 
I  believe,  in  the  Telephone  Act,  which  would  render  it  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  Commission  for  permission  to  discontinue  such  a  connection,  upon 
the  expiration  of  a  connection  contract,  where  neither  party  desired  the 
continuance  of  the  connection. 

The  Kansas  law  contains  a  provision  that: 

"No  change  shall  be  made  in  any  rate,  toll,  charge  or  classification, 
or  schedule  of  charges,  joint  rates,  or  in  any  rule  or  regulation  or 
practice  pertaining  to  the  service  or  rates  of  any  such  public  utility  or 
common  carrier,  without  the  consent  of  the  Commission."  Sec.  20, 
Chap.  238,  Laws  of  1911. 

It  is  probable  that  the  maintenance  of  such  a  connection  would  'be  a 
"practice  pertaining  to  the  service."  It  seems  to  have  ibeen  so  considered 
in  the  case  of  (Northeast  Kansas  Telephone  Co.  v.  Hiawatha  Mut.  Telephone 
Co.,  P.  U.  R.  1915,  A.  1016.  However,  the  Minnesota  Telephone  Law  does 
not  expressly  require  the  consent  of  the  Commission  to  changes  in  practices. 
It  only  expressly  requires  such  consent  to  changes  in  rates. 

Your  second  question  has  to  do  with  the  power  of  the  Commission  to 
order  the  re-establishment  of  the  connection,  pending  a  hearing  on  the 
t<  mis.  Section  10,  of  the  Telephone  Act,  provides  that: 

"In  case  of  failure  of  the  telephone  companies  concerned  to  allow 
or  agree  upon  such  physical  connection,  or  th«>  terms  and  conditions 
upon  which  on.  shall  be  made,  application  may  be  made  to  the  Colli- 
sion for  an  order  requiring  such  <  onnection  and  fixing  the  compen- 
sation, terms  and  conditions  thereof,  and  if  after  investigation  and 
ihe  Commission  shall  find  that  such  physical  connection  will 
not  result  in  irreparable  injury  to  such  telephone  properties,  it  shall, 
by  order,  din*ct  that  such  connections  be  made,  and  prescribe  reason- 
able conditions  and  <  :or,  and  for  the  Joint  use  thereof, 
;iM<i  by  \vh<mi  the-  expense  of  making  and  maintaining  such  connection 
or  compensation  shall  be  paid." 

ill  be  n>  the  language  quoted  requires,  as  a  condition 

nt   to  ordering  a  connection,  a  finding  that  such  connection  will  not 
It    in    irreparable   injury    to    the   telephone   properties.     It   also   seems 
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to  contemplate  that  the  connection  requirement  and  the  provisions  to  con- 
ditions and  compensation  be  passed  upon  at  the  same  time  and  embodied 
in  the  same  order. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  the  legislature  has  expressly  covered  the  sub- 
ject of  physical  connections,  it  would  seem  that  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
mission in  such  cases  is  to  be  found  in  such  provisions,  rather  than  in  the 
general  provisions  conferring  supervisory  powers.  The  second  question 
should,  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

Yours  truly,     • 

H.  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

The  right  of  a  purchaser  of  grain  to  have  the  same  reinspected, 
considered. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  November  15,  1918. 

Hon.  O.  P.  B.  Jacobson,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  'Commissioner, 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Dear  Sir:  From  the  correspondence  submitted  iby  you  to  Attorney 
General  Clifford  L.  Hilton,  it  appears  that  a  carload  of  wheat  was  shipped 
by  a  grain  company  at  Duluth  to  be  sold.  The  shipper  was  notified  'by  the 
grain  company  that  the  wheat  had  been  graded  10  S1  P  G  3%  and  sold  at 
$2.25  per  bushel.  Five  days  later  the  shipper  was  notified  by  the  grain 
company  that  upon  reinspection  called  for  >by  the  purchaser,  the  wheat 
was  given  a  lower  grade,  which  was  sustained  (by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 

The  question  is  asked  as  to  whether  the  purchaser,  having  purchased 
the  grain  on  the  strength  of  the  original  grade,  has  the  right  to  have  the 
grade  reinspected  and  to  settle  on  the  basis  of  the  grade  then  established. 

The  right  of  the  purchaser  to  secure  a  reinspection  seems  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  Section  4442,  G.  S.  1913,  and  in  Rule  31  of  the  Rules  .and 
Regulations  of  the  Commission.  Whether  settlement  could  be  made  on 
the  grade  established  by  the  reinspection  would  depend  upon  the  terms  of 
the  contract  of  sale  and  also  upon  the  established  custom  of  the  market 
at  the  place  where  the  sale  was  made,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  right  was  re- 
served to  the  purchaser  either  by  agreement  or  by  the  established  custom 
of  the  market,  to  settle  upon  the  basis  of  the  reinspection  grade,  he  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  within  his  rights  in  so  doing.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
purchaser,  when  the  sale  was  made,  agreed  to  accept  the  grade  and  to  pay 
the  price  therefor,  his  liability  would,  I  believe,  be  fixed,  regardless  of  the 
result  of  a  reinspection. 

Definite  information  regarding  the  contract  of  sale  would  determine 
whether  settlement  might  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  grades  established 
by  the  original  inspection  or  by  the  reinspection.  The  shipper  is  not  in 
possession  of  such  information. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 
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TELEPHONE  DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE  OF   SUPERVISOR   OF   TELEPHONES,   FOURTH   ANNUAL 

REPORT 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  November  30,  1918. 

To  the  Kailroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  of  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota, St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Gentlemen :  The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Telephone  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  which  ended  November  30,  1918,  herewith  is  sub- 
mitted i<>  your  honorable  body.  This  report  includes  a  summary 
<>f  all  the  applications,  petitions  and  complaints,  both  formal  and 
informal,  filed  with  the  Commission  within  the  past  year;  copies 
11  the  Commission's  formal  orders  relating  to  telephone  matters; 
opinions  of  the  Attorney  General  and  decisions  of  the  state  courts 
on  matters  relating  to  telephone  service;  a  report  on  the  progress 
of  physical  valuation  of  long  distance  telephone  lines  within  Min- 
nesota by  the  Commission's  chief  engineer. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  complete  reports  from  all  the 
telephone  utilities  operating  within  Minnesota  notwithstanding  the 
consistent  efforts  of  the  telephone  department.    Considerable  prog- 
in   the  work  of  bringing  telephone  companies  in  touch  with 
the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  has  been  attained  during 
tin-  past  yr:ir.    The  third  annual  report  of  this  department  showed 
only  88  per  cent  of  the  known  telephone  utilities  to  have  filed  an- 
nual reports  as  prescribed  by  law,  while  at  the  present  time  reports 
from  '»:>..")  p,.r  cent  of  the  known  companies  have  been  received  .for 
I'M 7.     Among  the  delinquents  in  the  matter  of  making  reports  are 
of  the  larger  independent  companies  in  the  state.    We  are 
convinced  that  the  officers  of  these  companies  are  fully  aware  that 
t!i.    Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  has  jurisdiction  over  their 
t» •]« -phone  business,  but  we  are  not  thoroughly  informed  as  to  their 
uis  for  withholding  their  reports  in  violation  of  the  telephone 
act.    Of  course  a  majority  of  the  delinquents  are  rural  or  so-called 
iines,  which  have  only  a  loose  form  of  co  operative  organi- 
zation.    Having  been  01  i  simply  as  a  matter  of  mutual  and 
local  convenience  these  enterprises  ordinarily  do  not  regard  them- 
•  s  as  public  utiliti'  do  not  always  reali/e  that 
they  are  siih.j.-rt  to  regulation  by  the  Kailroad  and  Warehouse  Com- 

onably  certain,  however,  that  all  telephone  ex- 

ehan^es  in  the  state,  little  or  hi. IT.  will  be  brought  into  line  before 

the  next  annual  report    is  prepared. 
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There  are  now    171!'   telephone   companies  on  record,  in  this 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  quite  a  number, 
recently  organized,  of  which  no  records  have  reached  this  office. 
Thi-  will  be  fully   investigated  in  the  immediate  future. 

:e  or  less  compl-  rta  have  been  received  from  1606  com- 

panies. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  department  has  received 
HI  applications  and  complaints  relating  to  telephone  matters.  These 
are  classified  as  follows: 

45  complaints  and  petitions  relative  to  rates  and  service. 

12  applications  for  indeterminate  permit  to  operate  local  exchanges 

in  cities  and  villages. 

lL'7  applications  for  changes  in  rates,  rules  and  regulations. 
8  petitions  for  the  installation  of  telephone  service  in  railway  sta- 
tions. 
19  applications  for  permission  to  purchase  or  consolidate  telephone 

properties. 

10  petitions  for  physical  connection  between  telephone  systems. 
223  "applications  and  inquiries  relating  to  various  miscellaneous  tele- 
phone subjects. 

Total  444 

The  records  of  the  department  indicate  an  investment  in  tele- 
phone properties  within  the  State  of  Minnesota  of  $45,671,957.00. 
Of  this  total,  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and 
the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  control  approxi- 
mately four-fifths. 

It  appears  that  there  are  395,789  telephones  in  actual  use  in 
.Minnesota,  of  which  99,439  are  installed  in  farm  houses,  with 
296,350  in  the  cities  and  villages.  The  number  of  farms  in  Minne- 
sota as  given  by  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration  is  156,137.  It  is 
thus  seen  that  approximately  64  per  cent  of  the  farms  in  Minnesota 
•  plied  with  telephone  service;  in  other  words,  64  out  of  every 
100  farms  are  connected  with  the  extensive  telephone  web  of  Min- 
nesota. 

To  convey  telephone  messages  to  the  inhabitants  of  Minnesota, 
SOUK-  1 1  welling  in  the  wilds  of  the  far  north,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
construct  81,024  miles  of  pole  lines  and  to  string  250,610  miles  of 
a«-rial  wire,  exclusive  of  wires  carried  in  cable. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  eventful  period  for  the  telephone 
department,  the  outstanding 'events  being  the  consolidation  of  the 
properties  nf  the  two  larjre  competing  telephone  systems  in  Minne- 
/ones  or  districts:  the  protest  of  the  Railroad  and 
\V;n»  lion-,,.  ( 'nmmissioii  against  the  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral establishing  installation  and  moving  charges  ranging  from  $5.00 
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to  $15.00;  and  the  demand  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company  and  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
for  such  increases  in  rates  as  would  yield  them  an  additional  rev- 
enue of  $2,455,000.00. 

It  became  apparent  to  the  powers  in  control  of  the  two  principal 
telephone  companies  operating  in  Minnesota  that  something  must 
he  done  to  relieve  them  of  the  embarrassing  situation  in  which 
they  found  themselves  through  the  constantly  increasing  cost  of 
material  and  supplies,  the  scarcity  of  help  and  the  steady  advance 
of  wage  scales,  all  due  to  war  conditions,  together  with  the  persist- 
ent protest  on  the  part  of  business  and  professional  men  against 
being  compelled  to  subscribe  for  two  telephones.  As  a  solution  of 
this  problem,  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and 
the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  made  a  joint  appli- 
cation to  the  Commission  for  authorization  to  combine  and  re- 
apportion  their  exchanges  and  toll  lines  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
Northwestern  Company  should  take  over  and  add  to  its  own  hold- 
ings all  the  property  of  the  Tri-State  Company  in  northern  Min- 
nesota and  in  return  should  turn  over  to  the  Tri-State  Company 
all  its  holdings  in  southern  Minnesota  with  the  exception  of  certain 
loll  linos  required  for  long  distance  service  beyond  the  state  and  a 

local  exchanges  in  the  southwest.  The  boundary  line  proposed 
was  the  northern  boundary  lines  of  the  counties  of  Washington, 
kams< -y,  Dakota,  Scott,  Carver,  McLeod,  Renville  and  Yellow  Medi- 
cine. Tliis  division  of  territory  gave  the  entire  field  in  Minneapolis 
ami  northern  Minnesota  to  the  Northwestern  Company  and  the  en- 
tire field  in  St.  Paul  and  all  southern  Minnesota  to  the  Tri-State 
Company,  save  of  course,  as  to  the  rights  of  local  independent  com- 
panies. As  the  matter  was  of  state-wide  importance,  notices  of  the 
public  hearing  were  sent  to  about  300  city  and  village  clerks  and 

'pial  number  of  local  commercial  clubs  or  improvement  associa- 
tions. Numerous  commercial  bodies  and  civic  organizations  for- 
mally requested  that  the  plans  of  the  Northwestern  and  Tri-State 
Companies  he  approval  by  the  Commission,  as  in  their  opinion  it 
would  eliminate  tin-  duplication  of  telephone  property  and  in\ 
ment  throughout  the  state  and  should  tend  to  reduce  the  expense 
-poration  ;,nd  maintenance.  The  a  telephone  monopoly. 

with  the  possibility  of  hi^h  ratefl  ;iml  unsatisfactory  service,  was 
entirely  abolished   in  the  minds  of  telephone  users  by  a  knowledge 
the   i'act    that   the   Railroad  and   AYarehouse  Commission  had   en- 
tire jurisdiction  OT6I  the  determination  of  rates  and  the  matter 
••Ian    for   consolidation    and    unification   of   telcp] 
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serv  d  by  the  Commission,  its  order  being  so  drawn 

as  to  safeguard  every  conceivable  interest  and  right  of  telephone 
subscribers,  investors  in  telephone  stock  and  the  general  public. 
This  department  received  numerous  complaints  and  protests 
against  the  action  of  the  telephone  companies  in  the  state  in  promul- 
gating a  schedule  of  charges  for  telephone  service  connections  and 
moving  telephone  apparatus.  This  schedule  conformed  to  an  order 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  famous  order  No.  1931,  directing 
all  telephone  companies  to  make  an  "installation  charge"  of  from 
$5.00  to  $15.00,  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  monthly  rental  ex- 

d  of  the  subscriber.  The  Commission  will  recall  that  early  in 
July  last  the  Northwestern,  the  Tri-State  and  the  Zenith  Telephone 

; panics  sought  permission  to  put  into  effect  an  "installation 
charge"  of  $5.00  and  to  be  allowed  to  charge  the  actual  cost  for 
various  classes  of  "moves."  Before  the  Commission  could  act  upon 
these  applications,  the  telephone  companies  were  conscripted  by  the 
Federal  Government  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, upon  which  the  applications  were  withdrawn. 

The  Commission  filed  a  formal  protest  with  the  Postmaster 
General,  basing  its  objection  on  three  main  grounds,  as  follows: 

First,  that  the  sums  are  excessive  and  that  the  telephone  -companies 
cannot  justify  such  amounts  by  any  -cost  figures  that  they  may  produce. 

Second,  that  the  expense  of  an  installation  has  no  connection  with  the 
monthly  rental  charged  for  telephone  service  and  th'at  a  graduated  charge 
based  upon  monthly  rental  has  no  foundation  in  theory  or  practice. 

Third,  that  the  installation  fee  as  ordered  will  actually  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  telephone  subscribers  and  impair  the  value  of  the  service  and  will 
reduce  the  operating  revenues  of  the  companies  and  will  cause  facilities  of 
the  companies  to  remain  idle  that  could  be  used  at  a  very  slight  expen- 
diture of  labor  and  material. 

The  Commission's  brief  in  this  protest  attracted  nation-wide 
attention,  and  was  heartily  approved  everywhere.  That  its  points 
wore  well  taken  may  be  inferred  from  an  order  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  of  recent  date,  fixing  a  flat  rate  of  $3.50  for  "installation 
charge"  and  reducing  other  charges. 

Just  before  the  close  of  the  Commission's  fiscal  year,  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company,  the  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  and  the  Zenith  Telephone  Company  filed  appli- 
cations  for  permission  to  increase  their  local  exchange  rates  and 
general  toll  rates  in  order  to  yield  sufficient  revenue  to  meet  the 
increased  cost  of  construction,  operation  and  maintenance,  to  permit 
an  increase  of  wages  for  operators,  linemen  and  other  employees, 
and  at  the  same  time  yield  a  fair  return  upon  the  investments,  pro- 
vide a  depreciation  reserve  and  to  care  for  possible  deficits.  When 
the  public  was  informed  of  these  proposals,  general  protest  was 
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raised  in  every  part  of  the  state  and  the  Commission  fairly  was 
showered  with  formal  resolutions  and  individual  objections.  At  the 
time  of  going  to  press  of  this  report  the  matter  is  still  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Commission. 

The  work  of  valuing  the  toll  properties  of  the  Northwestern 
and  Tri-State  Companies  within  the  state  by  the  Commission's  chief 
engineer,  has  progressed  so  far  that  the  field  inventory  has  been 
completed  and  work  is  now  under  way  of  placing  the  values  thereon. 
The  chief  engineer's  report  on  this  matter  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  the  report. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  additional  assistants,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  in- 
vestigate individual  service  complaints;  make  regular  inspections 
of  telephone  properties  and  carry  out  an  educational  program,  with 
the  object  of  improving  telephone  construction  and  maintenance 
methods,  resulting  in  the  betterment  of  the  service  to  the  public. 
Other  states  maintain  field  forces  to  carry  out  such  a  program  to  a 
limited  extent.  That  such  an  addition  to  this  department  would 
be  of  immense  benefit  to  telephone  patrons,  there  can  be  little 
question. 

We  desire  at  this  time  to  urge  the  Commission  to  obtain  certain 
amendments  to  the  State  Telephone  Act  for  the  purpose  of  benefit- 
ting  the  telephone  patrons  and  strengthening  the  authority  of  the 
Commission,  which  is  weak  in  some  directions.  Section  20  of  the 
Telephone  Act  should  be  amended.  It  prohibits  the  purchase  or 
acquisition  of  any  telephone  property  by  another  telephone  company 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission. 
This  is  a  wise  provision,  but  the  section  also  should  require  that 
the  selling  owner  should  join  in  the  application.  The  Commission 
thus  would  be  placed  in  direct  touch  with  both  parties  and  would 
be  able  to  obtain,  at  first  hand,  such  information  relating  to  the 
deal  as  it  might  desire.  At  present  it  is  possible  that  the  owner  of 
a  telephone  property,  who  may  not  be  thoroughly  informed  as  to 
thf  law,  may  be  placed  at  some  disadvantage  in  disposing  of  his 
property.  It  would  be  extremely  desirable  if  a  bill  be  introduced 
in  the  1919  session  of  the  Legislature  requiring  all  part  its  to  any 
ennt.-mplatrd  sale,  purchase,  transfer,  consolidation,  merger,  or  the 
delivery  of  telephone  property  from  one  company  to  another  be  be- 
quired  to  join  in  a  petition  or  application  to  the  Commission  for  per- 

ion  to  conMiimiiatc  the  deal. 

One  of  the  important  features  of  the  telephone  act  provides  for 
*u~  regulation  of  service  furnished  to  the  public  by  telephone  com- 
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re  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  a  weak- 

H  <>f  tlu«  present  act,  iii  that  penalty  clauses  for  violation  of  the 

pro1  if  the  act  itself  and  for  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the 

Conimi—  absent.     The  duties  imposed  upon  the  Commission 

specific  and  mandatory,  but  at  the  same  time  the  Commission 

is  i.  i  with  authority  to  compel  compliance  with  its  orders  or 

to  enforce  tin-  provisions  of  the  telephone  act  except  through  lengthy 

url   procedure.     Heretofore  there  has  been  no  serious  resistance 

on  the  part  of  the  companies  toward  the  orders  of  the  Commission, 

Mich  a  contingency  may  arise  at  any  time.  Provision  should  be 
made  in  the  statute  so  as  to  enable  the  Commission  to  enforce  ob- 

ance  of  its  orders,  formal  or  informal,  by  the  telephone  com- 
panies. (t)nite  a  number  of  companies,  as  has  already  been  shown, 
Irive  failed  to  file  annual  reports  and  other  information  as  required 
)>y  the  law  of  the  state.  This  condition  could  be  taken  care  of  by 
a  provision  establishing  penalties.  At  the  present  time,  much  of 
the  work,  which  should  be  done  by  the  companies,  now  is  being 
carried  out  by  the  Commission's  statistical  department,  which  is 
rounding  up  delinquents  by  sending  its  field  men  direct  to  their 
headquarters.  The  field  men  invariably  obtain  the  information  de- 
sired, but  the  companies  should  be  compelled  to  send  in  their  reports 
and  other  information  required  by  the  Commission,  by  mail.  Ob- 
taining reports  and  information  in  this  manner  cannot  be  done  with- 
out considerable  expense  to  the  state.  That  an  independent  state 
department  such  as  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  should 
be  helpless  to  enforce  its  authority  appears  to  be  inconsistent.  At 
any  rate,  the  absence  of  such  authority  may  greatly  hamper  its  use- 
fulness as  a  public  institution. 

We  desire  to  extend  to  the  members  of  the  Railroad  and  Ware- 
house Commission  and  to  their  employees  in  the  several  departments 
t  he  appreciation  of  the  telephone  department  for  valuable  assistance 
<  x tended  from  time  to  time  and  for  their  hearty  co-operation  when 
called  upon  for  aid. 

Respectfully, 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
Supervisor  of  Telephones. 
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APPLICATIONS  AND  COMPLAINTS. 
ADVANCE  CHARGES. 

J.  M.  Kohner,  Lewiston,  vs.  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone 
Company — Complaint  that  telephone  company  was  collecting  ad- 
vance charges  and  attaching  penalty.  Company  notified  and  griev- 
ance adjusted.  Case  closed.  M-274 

CHANGES  IN  RATES, 

Preston — Application  of  the  Standard  Telephone  Company, 
Waukon,  Iowa,  for  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at 
Preston,  Minn.  Public  hearing  held;  valuation  made.  Application 
granted.  Case  reported  on  page  78.  M-101 

Canby,  Porter  and  St.  Leo — Application  of  the  Canby  Telephone 
Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Canby, 
Porter  and  St.  Leo.  Hearing  held;  accounts  and  records  examined. 
Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  82.  M-131 

Osakis  -  Application  of  Osakis  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  switching  charge  to  Leslie  Rural  Telephone  Com- 
pany from  15  cents  a  month  to  25  cents.  Application  denied.  Case 
reported  on  page  87.  M-45 

Pequot — Application  of  Pequot  Rural  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  local  rates  to  Pequot;  supplemental  applica- 
tion for  permission  to  discontinue  discount  of  25  cents  for  advance 
payment  and  to  substitute  old  gross  rates  as  net  rates.  Supple- 
ment a  I  application  denied.  Application  withdrawn;  case  closed. 

M-208 

Erskine,  Mclntosh,  Fosston,  Winger,  Mentor,  Fertile,  Lengby, 
Clearbrook,  Gonvick,  Gully  and  Trail— Application  of  Garden  Val- 
ley Telephone  Company  to  readjust  local  exchange  rates  so  as  to 
place  stockholders  and  non-stockholders  on  same  l.asis  and  applica- 
tion t«>  revile  t«»ll  ntof,  A pplirations  granted.  M -282 

Parkers  Prairie — Application  of  Parkers  Prairie  Telephone 
Company  for  permission  t«>  increase  local  exchange  and  rural  rates 
at  Parkers  Prairie.  Hcarini:  held.  Application  denied.  Case  re- 
ported on  page  94.  M  2 
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Villard — Application  of  Villard  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  local  rates  at  Villard.  Hearing  held;  books  and 
accounts  examined.  Application  denied.  Case  reported  on  page 

M-240 

Hanska — Application  of  Hanska  Rural  Telephone  Company  for 
•nissinn  to  increase  local  rates  at  Hanska.     Company  failed  to 
reply  to  inquiries  for  information.    Case  closed.  M-198 

Howard  Lake — Application  of  Howard  Lake  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  local  rates  at  Howard  Lake;  hearing 
held;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application  granted.  Case 
reported  on  page  97.  M-209. 

New  London — Application  of  New  London  Central  Telephone 
Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  rates  and  to  place  into 
effect  rural  switching  rate  of  25  cents  a  month.  Hearing  held.  Ap- 
plication granted.  Case  reported  on  page  98.  M-157 

Blue  Earth,  Wells  and  Winnebago — Application  of  Blue  Earth 
Valley  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  exchange 
rates  at  Blue  Earth,  Wells  and  Winnebago.  Hearings  held  at  Blue 
Earth  and  Wells;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application  de- 
nied. Case  reported  on  page  100.  M-186 

Vergas — Application  of  Vergas  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  change  rates  at  Vergas,  Application  granted.  Case  reported 
on  page  103.  M-289 

Hutchinson — Application  of  Hutchinson  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Hutchinson.  Hear- 
ing held;  books  and  records  examined.  Application  granted.  Case 
reported  on  page  101.  M-207 

Hendrum — Application  of  Hendrum  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  local  rates  at  Hendrum.  Hearing  held ;  books 
and  accounts  examined.  Application  granted.  Case  reported  on 
page  104.  M-235 

Wastedo — Application  of  Wastedo  Telephone  Company,  Cannon 
Falls,  for  permission  to  increase  telephone  rates  at  Wastedo.  Hear- 
ing held ;  books  and  records  examined.  Application  granted.  Case 
reported  on  page  105.  M-138 

Ivanhoe — Application  of  Ivanhoe  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  local  rates  at  Ivanhoe.  Hearing  held.  Applica- 
tion denied.  Case  reported  on  page  108.  M-234 
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Albany — Application  of  Albany  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  local  rates  at  Albany.  Hearing  held.  Applica- 
tion granted.  Case  reported  on  page  106.  M-255 

Bigfork — Application  of  People's  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  incrase  rates  at  Bigfork.  Application  withdrawn;  case  dis- 
missed. M-290 

Bigelow — Application  of  Bigelow  Telephone  Company,  Nobles 
County,  for  permission  to  increase  rates  at  Bigelow.  Hearing  held. 
Application  granted  in  part.  Case  reported  on  page  115.  M-299 

Elm  Creek— Application  of  Elm  Creek  Telephone  Company, 
Sherburn,  for  permission  to  increase  rural  rates.  Hearing  held; 
application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  116.  M-307 

Caledonia — Application  of  Standard  Telephone  Company,  Wau- 
kon,  Iowa,  for  permission  to  increase  local  rates  at  Caledonia.  Hear- 
ing ordered  but  indefinitely  postponed  at  request  of  company.  Case 
dismissed.  M-121 

Red  Wing — Application  of  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  for  permission  to  file  a  revised  schedule  of  exchange  rates 
at  Red  Wing.  Intervening  complaint  by  Red  Wing  Telephone  Com- 
pany alleging  the  proposed  rates  would  produce  a  telephone  monop- 
oly in  Red  Wing  by  tending  to  destroy  competition.  Hearing  in- 
definitely postponed.  Case  dismissed.  M-141 

Haverhill  and  Farmington  Townships,  Olmstead  County— Ap- 
plication of  Farmers  Telephone  Company  of  Olmstead  County  for 
permission  to  increase  rural  rates.  Hearing  held.  Application 
granted.  Case  reported  on  page  117.  M-300 

Backus — Application  of  Backus  Rural  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  local  and  rural  rates  at  Backus.  Hearing 
held.  Application  granted  in  part.  Case  reported  on  page  120. 

M-315 

Le  Roy  and  Adams — Application  of  Le  Roy  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Adams  and 
!.••  U'oy.  Hearings  held  at  Adams  and  Le  Roy;  books  and  accounts 
examined.  Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  118. 

M  219 

Wadena — Application  of  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  f«.r  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Wadena. 
Hearing  held;  honks  and  accounts  examined;  valuation  made.  Ap- 
plication Canted.  Case  reported  on  page  126.  M  263 
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Glenwood — Application    <»f    Northwestern    Telephone    Exchange 
r  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Glen- 
ul.      Public    hearing   ordered   but    indefinitely   postponed   at  re- 
quest of  applicant.     Case  re-opened;  hearing  held;  books  and  ac- 
mined      Valuation    made.     Application   granted.      Case 
reported  on  page  124.  M-47 

Benson — Application  of  Swift  County  Telephone  Company  for 
^ion  to  increase  local  rates  at  Benson.    Hearing  held;  books 
and  accounts  examined.     Application  granted  in  part.     Case  re- 
ported on  page  127.  M-312 

Chatfield,  Spring  Valley,  St.  Charles,  Racine  and  Stewartville — 

Application  of  People's  Telephone  Company,  Chatfield,  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  local  and  rural  rates  at  Chatfield,  Spring  Valley, 
St.  Charles,  Racine  and  Stewartville.  Hearing  held ;  books  and  ac- 
counts examined.  Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  131. 

M-287 

Tracy — Application  of  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Tracy.  Hear- 
ing held ;  valuation  submitted ;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Ap- 
plication granted.  Case  reported  on  page  129.  M-262 

Brownsdale — Charles  Oomer  et  al.  vs.  Interstate  Telegraph 
&  Telephone  Company  of  Austin  and  Brownsdale  Telephone  Com- 
pany; petition  for  a  flat  rate  for  interchange  of  messages  between 
Interstate  and  Brownsdale  companies.  Petition  denied.  Case  re- 
ported on  page  136.  M-243 

Deer  Creek — Application  of  Deer  Creek  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  telephone  rates  at  Deer  Creek.  Hearing 
held;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application  granted  in  part. 
e  reported  on  page  133.  M-288 

New  Richland  and  Waldorf— Application  of  New  Richland  Tel- 
ephone Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  rates  at  New  Rich- 
hind  and  "Waldorf.  Hearing  held;  books  and  accounts  examined. 
Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  134.  M-279 

Grand  Meadow — Application  of  Home  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  rates  at  Grand  Meadow.  Hearing  held; 
books  and  accounts  examined.  Application  granted.  Case  reported 
on  page  139.  M-308 

Granite  Falls — Application  of  Granite  Falls  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  telephone  rates  at  Granite  Palls. 
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Hearing  held;  books  and  accounts  examined.    Application  granted. 

reported  on  pa.ire    1  -In.  M-320 

Delano — Application  of  \Yatcrtown  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Delano.  Hearing 
held;  valuation  nia<k> :  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application 
granted  in  pail.  Case  reported  on  page  144.  M  260 

Arco—  Application  of  Arco  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  rates  at  Arco.  Hearing  held ;  application  denied.  Case 
reported  on  page  143.  M-321 

Eden  Valley— Application  of  Eden  Valley  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  and  rural  rates  at  Eden 
Valley.  Application  denied.  Case  reported  on  page  147.  M-329 

Maple  Lake — Application  of  Maple  Lake  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  change  rates  at  Maple  Lake.  Application  denied ; 
case  reported  on  page  146.  M-324 

Kellogg  and  Wabasha — Application  of  Greenfield  Farmers  Tel- 
ephone Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  and  rural  rates  at 
Kellogg  and  Wabasha.  Hearing  held;  books  and  accounts  exam- 
ined. Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  148.  M-338 

Redwood  Falls — Application  of  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Tele- 
phone Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  rates  at  Redwood 
Falls.  Hearing  held;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application 
denied,  l)n t  order  made  readjusting  rates.  Case  reported  on  page  150. 

M-339 

Lewiston  and  Altura — Application  of  Mount  Vernon  Farmers 
Telephone  Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  and  rural  rates 
at  Lewiston  and  Altura.  Hearing  held ;  application  amended.  Ap- 
plication denied.  Case  reported  on  page  152.  M-342 

Worthington  —  Application  of  the  Worthington  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  local  rates  at  Worthington. 

iin«r  held;  valuation  submitted;  books  and  accounts  examined. 
Application  ^ranted  in  part.  Case  reported  on  page  153.  M-296 

Hawley  Application  of  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  I'm-  permission  to  increase  local  rates  at  Hawley.  Hearing 
held  :  valuation  submitted;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Applica- 
tion granted.  Case  reported  on  page  155.  M -343 

Lancaster  and  Bronson — Application  of  Farmers-Two  Rivers 
Rural  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  and  rural 
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rates  at  Lancaster  and  Hronson.     llearinir  hold;  books  and  accounts 
examined.  Application  granted  in  part.   Case  reported  on  page  156. 

M-318 

Beltrami — Application  of  Polk  County  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Beltrami.  Hearing 
held:  hooks  and  aeeounts  examined.  Partial  increase  granted.  Case 
reported  on  page  158.  31-311 

Slayton,  Lake  Wilson,  Balaton,  Currie  and  lona — Application 
of  \Voodjrate  Teh-phone  System  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates 
at  Slayton,  Lake  Wilson,  Balaton,  Currie  and  lona.  Hearing  held; 
valuation  submitted;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application 
for  local  rates  granted,  with  partial  increase  for  rural  rates.  Case 
reported  on  page  160.  31-349 

Annandale — Application  of  Annandale  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  for  permission  to  increase  local  and  rural  rates  at  Annan- 
dale.  Hearing  held;  books  and  records  examined.  Application 
granted.  Case  reported  on  page  159.  M-336 

Dassel— Application  of  Dassel-Collinwood  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Dassel.  Hear- 
ing held ;  books  and  records  examined.  Application  granted.  Case 
reported  on  page  163.  M-293 

Franklin — Application  of  Franklin  Local  &  Rural  Telephone 
Company  for  permission  to  increase  rural  rates  at  Franklin.  Hear- 
ing held ;  application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  164.  M-350 

Henderson — Application  of  Henderson  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  rural  rates  at  Henderson.  Hearing  held; 
application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  165.  M-344 

Entire  State  of  Minnesota — Applications  of  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company,  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany and  Zenith  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to  place  into 
effect  certain  charges  for  service  connections  (installation),  for  mov- 
ing telephones,  for  suspension  of  service  and  for  changing  of  wiring 
or  instruments  on  the  same  premises.  Applications  withdrawn. 
Case  dismissed.  Commission's  order  reported  on  page  146. 

M-331,  M-331A,  M-331B 

Pine  Island — Application  of  Pine  Island  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  exchange  rates  at  Pine  Island.  Hearing 
held ;  physical  valuation  made ;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Ap- 
plication under  advisement.  M-273 
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Kandiyohi,  Raymond  and  Svea — Application  of  Kandiyohi 
County  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to  increase  exchange 
rates  at  Kandiyohi,  Raymond  and  Svea.  Hearing  held;  valuation 
submitted;  books  and  accounts  examined.  Application  under  ad- 
visement. M-276 

Princeton — Application  of  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  for  permission  to  increase  exchange  rates  at  Princeton. 

ring  held;  valuation  submitted;  books  and  accounts  examined. 
Property  transferred  to  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany. Application  under  advisement.  M-291 

Rushford — Application  of  City  &  Farmers  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  rates  at  Rushford.  Hearing  held;  books 
and  records  examined;  valuation  requested.  Application  under  ad- 
visement. M-310 

Madelia — Application  of  Madelia  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  change  rates  at  Madelia.  Hearing  held ;  application  under 
advisement.  M-319 

Wheaton — Application  of  Wheaton  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
son to  increase  rates  at  Wheaton.    Hearing  held.    Application 
under  advisement.  M-322 

Truman  and  Lewis ville — Application  of  Armstrong  Telephone 
•!iange  Company,  Madelia,  for  permission  to  change  rates  at  Tru- 
man and  Lcwisville.    Hearing  held;  books  and  accounts  examined. 
Application  under  advisement.  M-323 

Lake  Park — Application  of  Lake  Park  Telephone  Company  for 
pcrmivsion  to  increase  rates  at  Lake  Park.  Hearing  held;  applica- 
tion under  advisement.  M-335 

Brownsdale—  Application  of  Brownsdale  Telephone  Company 
'on  to  change  rates  at  Brownsdale.    Valuation  requested. 

Application  under  advisement.  M-352 

Hewitt- Application  of  Hewitt  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
ion  to  change  rates  at  Hewitt.     Application  under  ad- 
visem  M-359 

Melrose—  Application  of  Mdrose  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
ion  to  increase  rates  at  Hearing  held;  books  and  ac- 

counts examined     Application  under  advisement.  M-360 

Application  of  the  .1.  \V.  Ward  Line  for  ii  \  rural  rates 

on  line  extruding  from  Sank  (Vnter.     Negotiations  for  sale  of  line 
1     Case  closed.  M-275 
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Minneapolis  and  87  Other  Towns — Application  of  Northwestern 
Telepho:  ange  Company  for  permission  to  increase  rates  and 

toll  rates  in  Minneapolis  and  87  other  towns.    Hearing  held.    Books 
;ccounts  examim-il.    Application  under  advisement.      M-374 

St.  Paul  and  25  Other  Towns — Application  of  Tri-State  Tele- 
6  .v   Trletiraph  Company  for  permission  to  increase  exchange 

rates  and  toll  rates  in  St.  Paul  and  25  other  towns.    Hearing  held; 

books  and  accounts  examined.    Application  under  advisement. 

M-375 

Duluth — Application  of  Zenith  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Duluth.  Hearing  held.  Ap- 
plication under  advisement.  M-379 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  formal  cases,  the  Supervisor  of 
Telephones  in  1918  passed  upon  fifty-eight  applications  for  changes 
in  rates,  affecting  all  classes  of  telephone  service. 

INDETERMINATE  PERMITS. 

Application  of  Andrew  Davis,  Elk  River,  for  an  indeterminate 
permit  to  construct  and  operate  a  telephone  line  in  the  village  of 
Elk  River  to  connect  with  the  Sherburne  County  Telephone  Com- 
pany's system.  Application  denied.  Case  reported  on  page  137. 

M-317 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  indeterminate  permits  for  oper- 
ating local  telephone  exchanges  in  Minnesota  granted  by  the  Min- 
nesota Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  in  1918  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Sections  13  and  15,  Chapter  152,  General  Laws  of  1915: 

Town.  Name  of  Company.  Date. 

Akeley    Akeley   Telephone   Co Mar.  13,  1918 

Alpha     Jackson  Telephone  Co Nov.  30,  1918 

Backus   Backus  Rural   Telephone   Co :Mar.     5,1918 

Bird    Island Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co Dec.   29,  1917 

Brainerd  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co June  28,  1918 

Bronson   Farmers-Two.  Rivers  Rural  Telephone  Co July  23,  1918 

Ooodridge Eastern   Dov.  Telephone  Co Feb.   11,  1918 

Ilnwley  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Co.... Jan.    14,  1918 

I^ancaster Farmers-Two  Rivers  Rural  Telephone  Co July  23,  1918 

T.itr-hnf-Ul   Tri-State   Telephone   &  Telegraph   Co Dec.    10,  1917 

North    Mankato M.mkato  Citizens  Telephone  Co July  17,  1918 

Wahkon  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co June  29,  1918 

INSTALLATION  OF  TELEPHONES 

William  If.  Neeb,  Lewiston,  vs.  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Tele- 
phone Company — Complaint  of  refusal  of  company  to  supply  tele- 
phone service.  Company  notified  and  Commission  was  advised  that 
Mephone  had  been  installed.  Case  closed.  M-252 
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J.  P.  Coughlin,  Waseca,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company — Complaint  of  refusal  of  telephone  company  to  re-install 
telephone  in  a  residence  north  of  Faribault.  Company  notified  and 
Commission  was  advised  that  a  telephone  had  been  installed.  Case 
closed.  M-277 

V.  E.  Drafahl  vs.  Rochester  Telephone  Company — Complaint  of 
delay  in  installation  of  telephone  in  residence.  Company  notified 
and  Commission  was  advised  that  telephone  had  been  installed 
Case  closed.  M-292 

George  M.  Bonser  vs.  Dodge  Center  Telephone  Company — Com- 
plaint of  inability  to  obtain  telephone  service  from  company.  Com- 
pany notified  and  Commission  was  advised  that  matter  had  been 
adjusted  satisfactorily.  Case  closed.  M-340 

Department  of  Education,  State  of  Minnesota,  vs.  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company — Complaint  of  delay  in  the  installa- 
tion of  telephones  in  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society's  building. 
Company  notified  and  Commission  was  advised  that  telephones  had 
been  installed.  Case  closed.  M-297 

Dr.  H.  A.  Northrop,  Bemidji,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company — Complaint  of  failure  to  obtain  telephone  service 
from  cottage  at  Grand  Forks  Bay.  Respondent  notified  and  Com- 
mission was  advised  that  company  was  not  in  position  to  enter  upon 
any  construction  work  during  the  period  of  the  war.  Case  closed. 

M-313 

er  G.  Nelson,  Hanska.  vs.  New  Ulm  Rural  Telephone  Com- 
pany— Complaint  of  failure  to  obtain  telephone  service.  Respondent 
notified  and  Commission  was  advised  that  telephone  would  be  in- 
stalled. Case  clc  M-305 

Patrick  Casey,  Litchfield,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company — Complaint  of  removal  of  telephone  from  complainant's 
11  and  of  demand  for  six  months  advance  payment.    Respondent 
notified.    Matter  under  advisement.  M-363 

Ida  Rucker  et  al.  vs.  Oronoco  Telephone  Company — Complaint 

allure  to  install  telephone  at  home  of  Red  Cross  chairman  and 

'•tory  service.    Respondent  was  notified  and  Commission 

advis.-d  that  Red  Cross  telephone  had  been  installed.    Service 

complaint   under  advisement.  M-364 

r,  r.rain.-nl.  I,'.  F.  D.  No.  4,  vs.  Gull  River  Telephone 
Company      Complaint    of    failure    to   obtain    telephone  servi.          If*, 
iident  notified.     Matter  under  advisement.  M-370 
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lohn,   Jenkins,   vs.   ."Jenkins   Telephone   Company — Com- 
plaint  .  in  supplying  telephone  service.     Respondent  noti- 
•mplnint  under  advisement.  M-348 

t  al.,  Albert  Lea,  vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
:>h  Company — Petition  for  order  compelling  respondent  to  install 
!  homes  of  petitioners.    Company  notified  and  Commis- 
sion was  1  that  compliance  with  demand  would  require  con- 
ation of  eight  miles  of  pole  line.     Petition  under  advisement. 

M-351 

B.   L.   Choatc,  St.  Paul,  vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 

ipjuiy — Complaint  of  failure  of  respondent  to  install  telephones. 

Company  notified  and  Commission  was  advised  that  telephone  would 

he  installed  when  permission  was  obtained  to  string  a  drop  wire 

across  adjoining  premises.     Matter  under  advisement.          M-356 

•lens  C.  Peterson,  Arco,  vs.  Arco  Telephone  Company— Com- 
plaint of  failure  to  obtain  telephone  service.  Respondent  notified. 
Complaint  under  advisement.  M-362 

Agnes  Sedinka,  South  St.  Paul,  vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
uraph  Company — Complaint  of  failure  to  obtain  telephone  service. 
Company  notified.  Complaint  under  advisement.  M-376 

L.  P>.  Bobbins,  Worthington,  vs.  Rural  Telephone  Line  No.  5 — 
Complaint  of  failure  to  obtain  telephone  service.  Company  notified 
and  Commission  was  advised  that  telephone  h'ad  been  installed.  Case 
closed.  M-346 

Dr.  D.  Hill,  Rockford,  vs.  Hanover  Rural  Telephone  Company- 
Complaint  of  refusal  to  supply  telephone  service.  Respondent  noti- 
fied and  Commission  was  advised  that  telephone  had  been  installed. 
Case  closed.  M-304 

I'll YSICAL  CONNECTION. 

Owatonna — City  of  Owatonna  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company  and  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company— 
I  Yt  it  ion  for  physical  connection  between  toll  lines  of  Tri-State  Com- 
pany and  local  exchange  of  Northwestern  Company  (second  case). 
Appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  withdrawn 
by  the  telephone  companies.  M-4A 

Thief  River  Falls— City  of  Thief  River  Falls  vs.  Tri-State  Tele- 
phone £  Telegraph  Company  and  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company — Petition  for  physical  connection  between  the  local  tele- 
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phone  exchange  of  Tri-State  Company  and  the  toll  lines  of  North- 
western Company.  .Matter  disposed  of,  according  to  formal  stipula- 
tion1, by  Owatonna  case.  (M-4A)  M-106 

Wabasha — ft  reen field  Farmers  Telephone  Company  vs.  Tri-State 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company — Petition  for  physical  connection 
of  petitioner's  local  exchange,  with  toll  lines  of  Tri-State  Company 
at  Wabasha.  Hearing  held.  Petition  denied.  Reported  on  page 

88.  M-185 

Heron  Lake  and  Brewster — Petition  of  Benson  Grain  Company 
et  ;il.  for  restoration  of  physical  connection  between  the  local  ex- 
changes of  Fulda  Telephone  Company  and  the  toll  lines  of  Nortli- 
tern    Telephone   Exchange   Company.     Re-connection   ordered. 
Case  reported  on  page  84.  M-27 

Oakland — A.  L.  Buchanan  et  al.  vs.  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Tel- 
ephone Company,  Four  Corners  Telephone  Company,  and  North- 
tern  Telephone  Exchange  Company — Petition  for  physical  con- 
nection between  toll  lines  of  Northwestern  Company  and  local  ex- 
changes and  lines  of  Interstate  and  Four  Corners  Companies  at 
Oakland.  Case  moot  and  petition  dismissed.  Case  reported  on 
page  142.  M-261 

Chandler — John  Sankey  et  al.  vs.  Woodgate  Telephone  System 
and  Edgerton  Telephone  Company — Petition  for  restoration  of  phy- 
sical connection  between  telephone  lines  of  the  Woodgate  System 
.-.lid  the  Kdgerton  Company  at  Chandler.     Hearing  held.     Re-con- 
:ion  ordered.    Case  reported  on  page  121.  M  302 

New  Germany — P.  L.  Beckman  vs.  Wright  County  Telephone 
Company  and  Watertown  Telephone  Company — Petition  for  restora- 
tinn  of  physical  connection  between  lines  of  the  two  companies  at 
P< -titio,  <lcnce.  Connection  re-established.  M-337 

Jenkins  .1  en  kins  Rural  Telephone  Company  (Wesley  A.  Curo) 
IV.piot  Rural  Telephone  Company  and  Pine  River  Rural  Tele- 
phone Company  IVtitioM  for  restoration  of  physical  connection  be- 
tween lines  of  the  .Jenkins  Company  with  the  IY<|iiot  and  Pine 
River  Companies  at  .lenkins.  After  some  correspondence  beb\ 
the  Commission  and  the  three  telephone  companies,  physical  con- 
nection was  re  established.  .M  :M'J 

Breckenridge     Breckem -idge   Telephone   Company   vs.   North 
western  Telephone   KxchaiiLT''  Company   and  Tr  Telephone  & 

Telegraph  Company.  Complaint  of  refusal  to  res  ore  physical  con- 
nection Let  ween  toll  lines  an  1  local  exchange.  Answers  filed  by 
l.oth  respondents.  Mattel-  nn.i>  Cement.  M-341 
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Atwater  —  Peter  Larson  et  al.,  Al  water,  vs.  Northwestern  Tele- 
ph»  lanire    Company.      Complaint    of    disconnection    of   toll 

lines  from  local  exchange  at  Atwater.    Complaint  referred  to  Attor- 
Matter  uiuler  advisement.  M-354 


OF  TELEPHONE  PROPERTY. 

Applieation  of  Farmers  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to 
purchase  from  Ellendale  Telephone  Company  its  exchange  at  Ellen- 
dale.  Application  dismissed.  M-191 

Application  of  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  for 
permission  to  purchase  from  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company 
its  loeal  exchange  at  Princeton,  together  with  rural  lines  and  other 
property.  Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  76. 

M-267 

Application  of  Little  Sauk  Rural  Telephone  Company,  Grey 
Eagle,  for  permission  to  purchase  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company,  rural  tele'phone  line  between  Burtrum  and  Grey 
Eagle.  Application  granted.  M-272 

Application  of  0.  C.  Brunius,  Carver,  for  permission  to  pur- 
chase from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  an  aban- 
doned toll  line  in  Carver  County.  Application  granted.  M-278 

Application  of  Eden  Valley  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  purchase  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  a 
telephone  line  extending  from  Eden  Valley  to  Crow  River.  Appli- 
cation granted.  M-284 

Application  of  Deuel  County  (S.  D.)  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  purchase  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  a  portion  of  its  abandoned  toll:  line  in  Lincoln  County. 
Pei-mission  granted.  M-285 

Application  of  Correll  Rural  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  purchase  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
certain  telephone  property  in  the  village  of  Correll.  Permission 
granted.  M-286 

Application  of  Columbia  Rural  Telephone  Company,  St.  Joseph, 
for  permission  to  purchase  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  a  telephone  line  extending  north  from  St.  Joseph.  Per- 
tiii  .-si  on  granted.  M-306 

Application  of  Kanabcc  County  Mutual  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  purchase  from  Mora-Iowa  Telephone  Company  its 
lines  located  west  of  Mora.  Application  granted.  M-309 
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Application  of  Jackson  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to 
purchase  from  Fairmont  Telephone  Company  a  toll  line  between 
Jackson  and  Heron  Lake.  Application  granted.  M-325 

Application  of  Elmdale  Telephone  Company.  IJowlus,  to  pur- 
chase from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  a  rural  tel- 
ephone line  extending  south  from  Burtrum.  Permission  granted. 

M-280 

Application  of  Jackson  Telephone  Company  for  permission  to 
purchase  telephone  property  of  Alpha  Telephone  Company.  Per- 
mission granted.  M-326 

Application  of  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  to 
purchase  certain  properties  of  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  in  Northern  Minnesota ;  application  of  Tri-State  to  pur- 
chase certain  properties  of  Northwestern  Company  in  Southern  Min- 
nesota; application  of  Tri-State  Company  to  purchase  certain  ex- 
changes and  toll  lines  in  Minnesota  of  Standard  Telephone  Com- 
pany, Waukon,  Iowa.  Hearing  held.  Applications  granted.  Case 
reported  on  page  109.  M-316 

Application  of  Ghent  Consolidated  Rural  Telephone  Company 
to  acquire  properties  of  Ghent  Rural  Telephone  Company,  Grand- 
view  and  Fairview  Rural  Telephone  Company,  Southwestern  Grand- 
view  Rural  Telephone  Company,  Northwestern  Grandview  Rural 
Telephone  Company,  Southwestern  Rural  Telephone  Company, 
Grandview  &  Vallers  Rural  Telephone  Company,  Southeastern 
Grandview  Rural  Telephone  Company  and  Northeastern  Grandview 
Rural  Telephone  Company.  Application  granted.  M-333 

Application  of  Aastad  &  Buse  Telephone  Company,  Fergus 
Falls,  for  permission  to  purchase  from  the  Northwestern  Telephone 

hange  Company  certain  rural  line  extending  south  from  Fergus 
Falls.  Application  granted.  M-345 

Application  of  Town  &  Country  Telephone  Company  to  pur- 
chase, from  Canby  Telephone  Company  certain  telephone  property. 
Application  granted.  Case  reported  on  page  123.  M-283 

Application  of  Battle  Lake  Farmers  Telephone  Company  to 
purchase  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  a  toll 
line  extending  south  from  Battle  Lake  to  Axel.  Application  granted. 

M-347 

Application  of  Rico  Lake  Telephone  Company,  Little  Falls,  for 
permission  to  pun-has.-  from  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
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Company  a  farm  line  known  as  Rural  Line  No.   7.     Permission 

M-358 

Application  of  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  for 
permission  to  purchase  certain  telephone  properties  of  Interstate 
Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  at  Austin  and  vicinity.  Permis- 
sion granted.  M-367 

RATE  COMPLAINTS. 

State  of  Minnesota,  by  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission 
vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company — Complaint  that  com- 
pany was  giving  free  service  to  subscribers  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul. 
Case  dismissed.  M-271 

J.  M.  Kohner,  Lewiston,  vs.  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone 
Company — Complaint  of  free  telephone  service  to  the  depot  of  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  Company  at  Bethany.  Company 
notified  and  the  Commission  was  advised  that  telephone  had  been 
removed.  Case  dismissed.  M-266 

J.  M.  Kohner,  Lewiston,  vs.  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone 
Company — Complaint  of  free  telephone  service  to  Lewiston  Consoli- 
dated School.  Company  notified,  and  the  Commission  was  advised 
lhat  the  school  paid  for  its  telephone  service.  Case  dismissed. 

M-214 

Red  Lake-Eastern  Marshall  Farmers  Telephone  Company, 
Goodridge,  vs.  Eastern  Development  Telephone  Company — Com- 
plaint that  respondent  gave  free  service  and  also  preferential  rates 
to  stockholders  and  to  subscribers  who  owned  their  instruments. 
Hearing  held;  alternative  propositions  submitted  by  complainant 
were  rejected  by  respondent.  Respondent  ordered  to  discontinue 
free  service  and  preferential  rates  and  to  file  a  schedule  of  rates. 
Case  reported  on  page  92.  M-69 

Red  Wing  Telephone  Company  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company — Complaint  that  respondent  charged  a  lesser  rate 
for  .residence  telephone  service  than  called  for  in  its  published  sched- 
ule and  also  supplied  business  service  at  residence  rates.  Complaint 
considered  in  connection  with  application  of  Northwestern  Company 
for  permission  to  change  local  rates  at  Red  Wing.  (M-14'l).  North- 
western exchange  at  Red  Wing  transferred  July  1,  1918,  to  Tri- 
State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company.  Case  dismissed.  M-147 

City  of  Northfield,  also  Charles  R.  Pye,  Northfield,  vs.  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company — Complaint  that  the  com- 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION*  ^ 

pany  attempted  to  collect  $1.25  a  month  for  two-party  line  service 
in  Xorthfield.  A  conference  was  arranged  between  the  city  officials 
and  representatives  of  the  telephone  company,  as  a  result  of  which 
an  agreement  was  reached  and  a  stipulation  filed  with  the  Commis- 
sion. Case  reported  on  page  75.  M-265 

Equitable  Audit  Co.,  Inc.,  Minneapolis,  vs.  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Kxehange  Company — Complaint  of  charges  for  moving  tele- 
phones to  new  office.  Company  was  notified  and  Commission  was 
;nl vised  that  the  matter  had  been  adjusted  satisfactorily.  Case 
closed.  M-373 

Vale  Realty  Company  (by  W.  Y.  Dennis,  President),  Minne- 
apolis, vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company — Complaint 
of  rate  charged  in  flat  in  Minneapolis  in  which  a  pay  station  also 
had  been  installed.  Respondent  notified.  Matter  under  advise- 
ment. M-357 

C.  W.  Knox,  Lamberton  Consolidated  Schools,  vs.  Tri-State 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company — Complaint  of  service  connection 
charge  for  telephone  ordered  August  31,  1918.  Complaint  under 
advisement.  M-366 

C.  A.  Clark  &  Son,  Minneapolis,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company — Complaint  of  charge  for  removal  of  equipment. 
Respondent. notified.  Matter  under  advisement.  M-371 

Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  vs.  Tri-State  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Company — Complaint  of  telephone  service  being 
supplied  without  requiring  payment  and  of  improper  classification 
of  lines  at  lirainerd.  Complaint  withdrawn.  Case  dismissed. 

M-294 

II  \-\  K I  ford  vs.  Rochester  Telephone  Company — Complaint  of 
charge  of  s'J.OO  for  installation  of  telephone  already  in  the  house. 
.Mattel- adjusted  by  correspondence.  Case  closed.  M-334 

REBATE  CLAIM. 

Sidney    Houston,    Jr..    Minneapolis,    vs.    Xort hwestern    Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company      Complaint   of  charge  for  telegraph  DI6fl 
sage  on   monthly  telephone  l.ill.      KVs|miident    notified  and  Commis- 
!  that  .Mr.  Houston  was  entitled  to  a  rebate  and  that 
lit  had  •  '  the  account.    Case  closed.    M-372 
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SERVICE  COMPLAINTS 

S.  T.  Fair  ct  al..  Reading,  vs.  Fulda  Telephone  Company — Com- 
plaint of  unsatisfactory  service.  Investigation  made  by  Commis- 
sion's telephone  service  inspector.  Commission  was  advised  that 
matter  had  been  adjusted.  Case  closed.  M-115 

\V.  I-!.  Thompson,  Minneapolis,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company — Complaint  of  unsatisfactory  service.     Company 
notified  and  Commission  was  advised  that  the  trouble  had  been  ad- 
'actorily.    Case  closed.  M-295 

Dr.  W.  F.  Finley,  Lonsdale,  vs.  Webster  Farmers  Co-operative 
Telephone  Company — Complaint  of  conduct  of  a  certain  telephone 
operator  at  Lonsdale.  Matter  adjusted  by  correspondence.  Case 
closed.  M-330 

"W.  E.  Findlay,  Minneapolis,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company — Complaint  of  delay  in  reconnecting  telephone 
already  installed.  Company  notified  and  Commission  was  advised 
that  service  had  been  supplied.  Case  closed.  M-355 

C.  W.  Nash,  Morris,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company — Complaint  of  unsatisfactory  service.  Company  notified 
and  Commission  was  advised  that  complaint  had  been  satisfied.  Case 
closed.  M-353 

Arthur  C.  Hunt,  St.  Paul,  vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company — Complaint  that  telephone  was  out  of  order.  Company 
notified  and  commission  was  advised  that  trouble  had  been  cor- 
rected. Case  closed.  M-369 

Judge  F.  A.  Gray,  vs.  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Com- 
pany— Complaint  of  unsatisfactory  service,  individual  line  service 
having  been  demanded  and  refused.  The  company  applied  for  an 
increase  in  rates  at  Redwood  Falls.  Hearing  held  and  order  made 
(M-339).  Case  closed.  M-32S 

Grasston  &  Northern  Telephone  Company  vs.  Tri-State  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Company — Complaint  of  poor  service  over  Tri- 
State  Company's  rural  circuit  and  request  that  it  be  made  metallic. 
Tri-State  Company  was  notified  and  the  Commission  was  advised 
that  it  was  prepared  to  do  its  part  in  effecting  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement. Case  closed.  M-298 

Cunningham  Mercantile  Company,  Sturgeon  Lake,  vs.  Willow 
River  Telephone  Company — Complaint  of  unsatisfactory  toll  service. 
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Respondent  notified.     Also  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company.    Complaint  under  advisement.  M-361 

G.  G.  Balcom,  Lake  Wilson,  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company  and  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company — 
Complaint  of  unsatisfactory  toll  service  between  Lake  Wilson  and 
Pipcstone.  Respondents  notified.  Complaint  under  advisement. 

M-365 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Erickson,  St.  Paul,  vs.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company — Complaint  of  party  line  annoyances.  Respondent 
notified.  Matter  under  advisement.  M-368 

Ida  Rucker  et  al.  vs.  Oronoco  Telephone  Company — Complaint 
of  unsatisfactory  service.  Respondent  notified.  Matter  under  ad- 
visement. M-364 

TELEPHONE  SERVICE  IN  RAILWAY  STATIONS 

Waseca  Telephone  Company,  Waseca,  vs.  Minneapolis  &  St. 
Louis  Railroad  Company — Petition  for  telephone  service  in  the  depot 
of  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company  at  Otisco.  Order 
to  satisfy  petition  served  on  railroad  company.  Commission  was 
advise-!  that  a  telephone  of  the  New  Richland  Telephone  Company 
had  been  installed  for  some  time.  Waseca  Company  telephone  in- 
stalled. M-224 

F.  H.  Passe  et  al.  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Com- 
pany— Petition  of  F.  II.  Passe,  Henry  Schuth,  Charles  Schmidt,  Ber 
nard  Schmidt  and  39  others,  for  telephone  service  in  the  depot  of 
tin*  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  at  Wabasha. 
Order  to  satisfy  petition  served  on  railroad  company.  Telephone 
installed.  M-264 

Gaylord  Mercantile  Company  et  al.  vs.  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis 
Railroad  Company — Petition  of  Gaylord  Mercantile  Company,  S.  J. 
Maurer,  0.  II.  Grochaw,  Jacob  Geib,  and  31  others,  for  telephone 
service  in  the  depot  of  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Gaylord.  Order  to  satisfy  petition  served  on  railroad  com- 
pany. T.-lrphonr  installed.  M-269 

0.  A.  Olin  et  al.  vs.  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company 
—Petition  of  0.  A.  < >lin,  oiin  X  H.-.lin.  .!.  K    Peterson,  Claren«    II 
Swrnson,  ;in«l  'tt  others,  for  telephone  service  in  the  depot  of  the 
Minneapolis  &  St.  L«mis  Kailroad  Company  at  Lafayette,  Minnesota. 

plionr  installed.  M-270 
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William  Ash  et  al.,  Humboldt,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany— petition  of  William  Ash,  Kthvanl  Florance,  T.  R.  Brown,  Al- 
fred Matthews,  and  30  others,  for  telephone  service  in  the- depot 
t>;  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  at  Humboldt.  Order  to 
satisfy  petition  served  on  railway  company.  Telephone  installed. 

M-281 

J.  W.  Hurst  et  al.,  Wells,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company— Petition  of  J.  W.  Hurst,  J.  Ruffing,  L.  T.  Ev- 
erett, Herbert  Ruffny,  and  83  others,  for  telephone  service  in  the 
depot  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  at 
Wells.  Order  to  satisfy  petition  served  on  railway  company.  Tele- 
phone installed.  M-314 

James  Nesbitt  et  al.,  Vergas,  vs.  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company — Petition  of  James  Nesbitt,  Peterson- 
Nesbitt  Produce  Co.,  -Stangenes  &  Brooks,  William  McKenzie,  and 
69  others,  for  telephone  service  in  the  depot  of  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  at  Vergas.  Order  to 
satisfy  petition  served  on  railway  company.  Telephone  installed. 

M-303 

Russell  Commercial  Club  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany— Petition  of  Russell  Commercial  Club  for  telephone  service 
in  the  depot  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  at  Russell. 
Order  to  satisfy  petition  served  on  railway  company.  Telephone 
installed.  M-301 

TERMINAL  CHARGES 

Fulda  Telephone  Company  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company — Complaint  of  proposed  reduction  of  terminal  fees 
for  messages  over  Northwestern  toll  lines  to  Fulda  Company's  ex- 
changes at  Heron  Lake,  Brewster,  Rushmore,  Storden  and  West- 
brook,  and  of  discontinuance  of  connection.  Physical  connection 
restored  at  order  of  Commission.  Hearing  held.  Order  fixing  fees 
issued  by  Commission.  Case  reported  on  page  84.  M-27 

Worthington  Telephone  Company  vs.  Northwestern  Telephone 
Exchange  Company  and  Tri-State  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany— Complaint  that  respondent  companies  demand  a  reduction 
of  the  terminal  fee  at  Worthington.  Complaint  considered  in  con- 
nection with  case  of  Fulda  Telephone  Company  vs.  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company  (M-27).  Case  closed.  M-39 
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TOLL  CHARGES. 

In  re  appraisal  of  the  physical  properties  of  telephone  com- 
panies used  for  toll  or  long  distance  service — Public  hearing  held; 
forms  for  reports  prepared ;  field  work  completed ;  valuation  work 
in  progress.  M-133 

COMMISSION  ORDERS. 

Complaints  of  the  City  of  Northfield  and  Charles  R.  Pye  against 
the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  that  proposed  two- 
party  line  rates  in  Northfield  are  excessive — Two  separate  com- 
plaints were  filed  with  the  Commission  on  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Northfield  and  Charles  R.  Pye,  the  city  attorney,  in  protest  against 
a  proposed  two-party  line  rate  by  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company  for  its  local  exchange  at  Northfield.  These  ac- 
tions supplemented  an  informal  complaint  earlier  in  the  year  by 
the  mayor  of  the  city.  After  the  Commission  had  arranged  for  a 
public  hearing  at  Northfield  on  the  issue  involved,  a  conference  be- 
tuocn  representatives  of  the  city  and  the  telephone  company  was 
held  at  the  office  of  the  Supervisor  of  Telephones,  St.  Paul.  As  a 
result  of  this  conference,  a  stipulation  was  drawn  and  filed  with 
the  Commission.  Thereupon,  the  following  order  was  made: 

M-265 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

City  of  Northfield,  Complainant, 

vs. 

Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company,  Respondent. 

Charles  R.  Pye,  .  Complainant, 

vs. 

Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company,  Respondent. 

On  the  13th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1917,  complaints  were  filed  In  the 

oases  above  entitled,  the  said  complaints  'being  identical  in  the  mate- 
rial facts  alleged  and  relief  requested. 

Said  complainants  allege  that  said  respondent,  purporting  to  comply 
with  provisions  of  se<  r  ir>2.  General  Laws  of  1915,  filed  with 

this  Commission  a  schedule  of  rates  for  the  said  city  of  Northfield,  wherein 
it  alleged  and  stated  that  its  rate  for  two  party  line  local  exchange  service 

tid  city  of  Northfleld,  at  said  date,  was  the  sum  of  $1.25  per  month; 
that  said  company  had  previous  to  said  filing  of  said  rate  and  thereafter, 
until  the  first  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1917,  charged  the  sum  of  $1.00  per 
month  for  said  two  party  lino  local  service;  that  on  the  first  day  of  October. 
i:«lT.  the  said  telephone  company  announod  that  it  would  thereafter  charge 
i  of  $1.LT)  per  month  for  said  two  party  line  local  telephone  service. 

The  complainants  furth.  r  allege  that  tho  said  sum  of  $1.25  per  month  for 

party   i.M.il  .ice  is  not  a  reasonable  or   proper  rate 

and  ask  for  an  order  of  this  Commirfsion  fixing  a  time  and  place  for 

of  said  complaint  and  requiring  said  telephone  company  to  file  an  amended 

inle  of  Its  rates  for  telephone  service  in  said  city  of  Northfleld  and 
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for  a  finding  that  the  said  rate  of  $1.25  per  month  for  two  party  line  service 
v'orthfield  is  unreasonable  and  fixing  said  rate  at  the  sum 
of  $1.00  per  month  as  a  fair  and  reasonable  rate  for  such  service. 

That  said  Commission  issued  an  order  on  said  complaint  requiring  said 
D  Telephone  Exchange  Company  to  show  cause  why  the  relief 
demanded  in  said  complaint  could  not  be  granted;  and  said  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company  did  answer  said  complaint,  denying  the  allega- 
tions of  the  complainants  and  alleging  that  the  rate  of  $1.25  per  month  for 
local  exchange  service  in  the  city  of  Northfield  was  a  reasonable  rate. 

That  thereafter  an  order  was  issued  setting  said  matter  for  hearing  in 
the  city  of  Northfield,  Rice  county,  Minnesota,  on  Tuesday,  the  fourth  day 
of  December,  A.  D.  1917;  that  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1917,  there  was 
filed  will?  this  Commission  a  stipulation  in  each  of  the  above  entitled  mat- 
ters said  stipulation  being  executed  by  Charles  R.  Pye  as  attorney  for  the 
city  of  Northfield  and  as  attorney  for  Charles  R.  Pye,  and  by  E.  A.  Prender- 
gast,  as  attorney  for  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company, 
whereby  said  parties  agreed  to  the  dismissal  of  said  proceedings  upon  the 
condition  that  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  obtain  the 
approval  of  this  Commission  to  put  into  effect  as  of  January  1,  1918,  the 
following-  schedule  of  rates  for  local  service  in  the  city  of  Northfield: 

Residence  one-party  line  rate $1.50  per  month 

Residence  two-party  line  rate 1.25  per  month 

Both  of  said  rates  to  be  subject  to  a  discount  of  2'5  cents  a  month  if 
bill  is  paid  at  the  company's  office  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  the  month 
in  which  it  is  rendered;  that  the  four-party  residence  rate  now  in  effect  in 
the  city  of  Northfield  be  cancelled  and  that  the  business  rate  and  all  other 
rates,  except  those  specified,  shall  be  and  remain  the  same. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company,  the  respondent  herein,  shall  file  with  this  Commission, 
on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  December,  A  D.  1917,  a  new  schedule  of  rates 
for  local  service  in  the  city  of  Northfield,  changing  the  present  rates  as 
follows: 

Residence  one-party  line  rate $1.50  per  month 

Residence  two-party  line  rate 1.25  per  month 

Both  of  said  rates  being  subject  to  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  if  the 
bill  is  paid  at  the  company's  office  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  the  month 
in  which  said  bill  is  rendered;  that  said  new  schedule  shall  cancel  the 
four-party  residence  rate  now  in  effect  in  the  city  of  Northfield  and  that 
the  local  exchange  rates,  except  those  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  and  re- 
main the  same  as  now  existant,  said  rates  to  take  effect  January  1,  1918. 

In  compliance  with  request  of  all  parties  to  the  record  in  said  matters, 
this  order  is  made  without  prejudice  to  future  application  by  the  parties 
hereto  for  modification  of  telephone  rates  in  said  city  of  North.field. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  upon  the  compliance  with  this  order  by  said 
Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company,  that  said  proceedings  be  dis- 
missed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.   C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  3d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1917. 

Application  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
for  permission  to  purchase  from  the  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone 
Company  its  exchange  at  Princeton,  Minnesota,  with  connecting 
rural  lines — Princeton  for  some  years  had  been  served  by  two  local 
telephone  exchanges;  one  operated  by  the  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company,  with  697  rural  and  local  stations,  and  the  other 
by  the  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company  with  396  rural  and 
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local  stations.  In  the  village  of  Princeton,  58  subscribers  were 
connected  with  both  exchanges.  In  response  to  general  demand,  a 
consolidation  of  the  two  telephone  services  was  proposed.  No  op- 
position to  the  consolidation  of  the  exchanges  developed  at  any 
stage  in  the  proceedings  following  tke  formal  application  of  the 
Tri-State  Telephone  Company  for  authorization  to  purchase  the 
property  of  the  Minnesota  Rural  Company  within  and  adjacent  to 
the  village  of  Princeton,  nor  was  any  objection  raised  at  the  pub- 
lic hearing  conducted  at  the  Commission's  office  in  St.  Paul.  Fol- 
lowing is  the  Commission's  order:  M-267 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  for  authority  to  purchase  the  telephone  property  of  the  Minne- 
sota Rural  Telephone  Company,  a  corporation,  with  its  principal  office 
at  Princeton,  Mille  Lacs  county. 

Appearances — C.  B.  Randall,  secretary;  R.  F.  Wilder,  assistant  commer- 
cial superintendent  for  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 
Rufus  P.  Morton,  secretary,  for  the  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company. 
E.  A.  Prendergast,  general  counsel;  L.  B.  Wilson,  commercial  superintend- 
ent, for  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  the  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  Super- 
visor of  Telephones  J.  W.  Ho  watt,  at  the  office  of  the  Commission  on  Friday, 
November  30,  1917. 

The  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  is  a  corporation,  doing 
a  general  telephone  business  in  the  states  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and 
North  Dakota,  and  in  particular,  is  operating  a  local  telephone  exchange 
within  the  village  of  Princeton,  Mille  Lacs  county,  Minnesota,  and  certain 
rural  lines  radiating  therefrom. 

The  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  operating  a 
local  telephone  exchange  within  the  village  of  Princeton,  Mille  Lacs  county, 
Minnesota,  and  two  rural  lines  radiating  therefrom,  with  certain  other  rural 
lines  connected  therewith.  Its  exchange  is  connected  with  the  toll  lines 
of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company. 

Tho  Princeton  exchange  of  the  petitioner  now  serves  372  stations  within 
the  village  of  Princeton,  37  rural  stations  on  rural  lines,  which  are  owned 
by  the  petitioner,  and  2S8  connecting  company  rural  stations,  making  a 
total  of  697  stations.  The  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company  serves  76 
stations  within  th«  villain?,  39  rural  stations  on  rural  linos  ow'nod  by  the 
respondent  company,  and  281  ommrtinff  company  rural  stations,  making 
a  total  of  396  stations  \Viihin  iln*  village,  58  subscribers  now  subscribe  to 
the  service  of  both  companies,  and  tln-ro  are  but  18  tHrpinm.-s  <>f  ih<>  Min- 
nesota Rural  Company  \\it.liin  the  village  of  Princ.  ton.  which  are  not  now 
duplicated  by  th<  e  Company.  The  petitioner  proposes  to  con 

the  two  exchanges,  whi< -h  consolidations  will  permit  th<  MH\ 

ins   duplicate   service   to  eliminate  one   telephone.     The   pres 
subscribers  will  ha\«-  access  to  337  additional  stations  and  the  Minnesota 
"Ts  will  have  access  to  638  additional  stations.    The  rates  for 
iiin  t!i..  village  of  both  companies  are  the  same 

and  f li.re  will  be  no  increased  cost  to  the  subscribers  by  reason  of  the 
conso 

Pra<  1  of  tli.    stock  of  tho  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company 

i>  in  -id  l>\   several  rural  companies  now  connected  to  the  exchange  of 
Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company,   rach   rural   company  choosing  h 
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a  director  to  n-i-n  sfiit  them.    A  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 

uesota   Rural    Telephone    Company    was    held   in    Princeton,    Minn.,    on 

7.  at    which   time   the   sale  of  their  property  to  the  Tri- 

State  Telephr  --graph  Company  was  duly  authorized.    The  sale  price 

agreed  to  between   the  parties  interested  in  this  case  was  $6,900.00.     The 

:ioner  assumes  all  contracts  outstanding  and  unexpired  entered  into  by 

respondent  for  the  connection  of  subscribers  on  rural  and  toll  lines  of 

mt>  antes. 

In  view  of  the  facts  in  the  above  case,  the  Commission  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  public  of  the  village  of  Princeton  and  vicinity  will  be  greatly 
benefited  by  the  consolidation  of  the  telephone  properties  by  reason  of  all 
telephone  users  in  the  community  being  served  'by  one  company. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company,  a  corporation,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase 
from  the  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company,  a  corporation,  all  of  its 
physical  telephone  property;  also  that  all  rural  and  toll  line  connections 
now  existing  with  the  Minnesota  Rural  Telephone  Company  shall  be  con- 
tinued by  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  4th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1917. 

Application  of  the  Standard  Telephone  Company,  Waukon, 
Iowa,  for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  and  switch- 
ing charges  at  Preston,  Minnesota  —  The  Standard  Telephone  Com- 
pany, an  Iowa  and  Minnesota  corporation  with  headquarters  at 
Waukon,  Iowa,  applied  to  the  .Minnesota  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission  for  authorization  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates 
and  switching  charges  at  Preston,  Minnesota,  on  the  ground  that 
the  existing  rates  were  unremunerative  in  view  of  the  increased 
investment  made  necessary  by  rebuilding  and  modernization  of 
the  plant.  The  petition  was  opposed  by  the  village  of  Preston 
mainly  upon  the  point  that  the  existing  rates  had  been  authorized 
l>y  a  franchise  ordinance  of  the  village  council,  approved  August  3, 
1900,  which  ordinance,  it  was  contended,  constituted  a  valid  con- 
tract between  the  village  and  the  Standard  Telephone  Company, 
and  as  such  could  not  be  molested  by  the  Commission.  Two  hear- 
ings were  conducted  at  Preston.  After  due  consideration  of  all 
1)).'  testimony  in  the  case  and  the  arguments  of  the  attorneys,  the 
Commission  made  the  following  order:  M-101 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Standard   Telephone   Company  to 

increase  its  rates  for  local  exchange  service  at  Preston,  Minn. 

Appearances  —  For  the  Standard  Telephone  Company,  E.  A.  Prendergast, 
general  counsel.  For  the  village  of  Preston,  Hopp  &  Larson,  attorneys. 
For  connecting  rural  companies,  F.  G.  Sassee,  attorney. 

Hearings  in  the  above  matter  were  held  at  Preston,  Minn.,  on  October 
4  and  October  30,  1916. 

The  Standard  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  states  of  Minnesota  and  Iowa,  with  its  headquarters  at  Waukon, 
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Iowa.  It  operates  a  system  of  toll  lines  and  exchanges  in  Iowa  and  Minne- 
sota, and  particularly  exchanges  at  Preston  and  Caledonia,  Minn.,  with  toll 
lines  connecting  these  and  other  points.  The  present  rates  in  effect  at 
Preston  are  as  follows: 

Individual  lino  business $1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 90  per  month 

Four-party  line  residence 90  per  month 

Rural  connecting  companies...   1.00  per  station  per  annum 

The   petitioner   requests   authority   to   place    into   effect    the   following 
schedule: 

Individual  line  business $2.00  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Multi-party  rural  1.25  per  month 

Extension  stations    50  per  month 

Rural  connecting  companies...  3.00  per  station  per  annum 
The  attorney  for  the  village  of  Preston  entered  a  protest  against  an  in- 
crease in  the  village  rates,  alleging  that  on  April  3,  1900  the  village  coun- 
cil granted  the  telephone  company  a  franchise  known  as  Ordinance  No.  55, 
regulating  the  building  and  operation  of  telephone  lines  and  exchanges 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village;  that  this  ordinance  provided  for 
maximum  rates  for  residence  service  of  75  cents  per  month  and  for  business 
service,  $1.00  per  month;  that  the  company  operated  under  these  rates  until 
1914,  when  the  village  authorized  the  telephone  company  to  increase  the 
rates  for  residence  service  to  90  cnts  per  month  and  for  business  service  to 
$1.50  per  month  on  account  of  contemplated  expenditures  for  improvements 
to  be  made  in  the  telephone  system.  The  attorney  for  the  village  contends 
that  the  building  of  the  exchange  by  the  company  under  franchise  Ordi- 
nance No.  55  and  its  subsequent  agreement  constitutes  a  valid  and  existing 
contract  under  which  the  Commission  is  without  authority  to  change  the 
rates. 

By  the  enactment  of  chapter  152  of  the  General  Laws  of  1915,  the  legis- 
lature took  from  municipalities  the  right  to  regulate  the  rates  and  prac- 
tices of  telephone  companies  and   placed  telephone  companies  under   the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission. 
Section  15  of  the  above  act  provides  as  follows: 

"Any  telephone  company  operating  under  any  existing  license,  per- 
mit or  franchise  or  which  shall  hereafter  before  the  taking  effect  of 
this  act,  acquire  any  license,  permit  or  franchise,  may,  upon  filing  with 
the  clerk  of  the  municipality  which  granted  such  franchise,  a  written 
declaration  that  it  surrenders  such  license,  permit  or  franchise.  r« 
in  lieu  thereof,  an  indeterminate  permit  as  defined  in  this  act;  and 
such  telephone  company  shall  thereafter  hold  such  permit  under  all 
the  terms,  conditions  and  limitations  of  this  act.  The  filing  of  such 
declaration  shall  be  deemed  a  waiver  by  su-ch  telephone  company  of 
the  riuht.  to  insist  upon  the  fulfillment  by  any  municipality  of  any  con- 
tract theretofore  entered  into  relating  to  any  rate,  charge  or  s< •: 
made  subject  to  regulation  by  this  act  Upon  filing  such  written  declara- 
tion by  the  telephone  company,  the  clerk  of  the  municipality  shall  file 
with  the  Commission  a  certificate  showing  that  fact  and  the  date  thereof, 
n  it  shall  receive  an  indeterminate  permit  from  the  Com- 
•  •rring  the  same  rights  as  if  originally  granted  under  this 
act" 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  Standard  Telephone  Com 

I. any  on  the  llth  day  of  November,   ll'i:..  filed  with  the  recorder  of  the 

declaration   whereby   it.  surrendered  its  franc! 
tiling  of  which   was  certified  to  this   Commission,  and   an   ind. 
permit  thereupon  was  issued  by  the  Commission  under  date  of  Novembei 
A    i>    1915. 
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The  prtitionrr  lih'd  exhibit^  fcnvrin.^  a  valuation  of  the  Standard  Tele- 
phoi;  i'reston,  showing  a  reproduction  cost  new,  of 

$14,7  •  nt  or  structural  value  of  $13,461.56.  This  valuation 

checked  by  the  Commission's  engineer,  who  found  the  reproduction 
,.  to  be  .*'  and  the  present  or  structural  value  to  be  $11,- 

bits  of  the  petitioner  pertaining  to  the  earning  and  ex- 
penses 01  any  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  wre  checked  by  the 
Commission  and  showed  the  gross  earnings  of  the  company  for  that  year  at 
to  be  $4,lLir..i'."':  expenses,  $2,766.35;  taxes,  $123.75,  leaving  a  net 
operating  income  of  $1,235.15,  with  which  to  meet  depreciation,  return  on 
the  :•  ;it  and  surplus.  This  amounts  to  a  return  of  9.175  per  cent,  to 
provide  for  depreciation,  and  a  return  on  the  investment  based  on  $13,461.56, 
the  company's  claimed  present  value  of  the  property,  or  10.821  per  cent  on 
$11, 41  '2. SI,  the  present  value  found  by  the  Commission's  engineer. 

During  the  period  from  March,  1914,  to  May,  1915,  the  company  rebuilt 
the  entire  exchange,  replacing  old  equipment  with  new  and  modern  facili- 
ties, replacing  aerial  wire  with  aerial  cable,  placing  the  plant  on  an  up-to- 
date  basis  and  in  condition  to  furnish  a  very  good  class  of  service  At  the 
time  this  case  was  being  considered  the  telephone  company  had  in  service 
69  business  telephones,  172  one-party  residence  telephones,  38  four-party 
residence  telephones,  one  extension  telephone,  making  a  total  of  281  sta- 
tions within  the  village.  In  addition  to  this,  the  company  furnished  service 
to  20  rural  companies,  serving  202  stations  on  21  circuits.  The  company 
operates  no  rural  line  of  its  own. 

The  company  estimates  gross  earnings  of  $5,404.05  under  the  proposed 
rates;  operating  expenses,  $3,340.35;  uncollectable  accounts,  $108.081;  taxes, 
$185.72,  leaving  a  net  operating  income  of  $1,769.90,  which  would  produce 
13.142  per  cent  for  depreciation  and  return  on  the  investment  on  the  com- 
pany's figure  for  present  value  of  the  property  and  15.5  per  cent  on  the 
present  value  of  the  property  arrived  at  by  the  Commission's  engineer. 
The  company's  estimate  of  revenue  under  the  proposed  rates  is  based  on  an 
assumption  that  there  will  be  a  loss  of  ten  residence  subscribers  if  the 
proposed  rates  were  put  into  effect;  that  a  change  in  the  classification  'of 
service  will  be  effected,  reducing  the  number  of  individual  line  residence 
telephones  from  172  to  25,  the  remaining  176  to  come  under  the  two-party 
classification.  The  Commission  cannot  agree  to  this  classification  of  service 
for  the  reason  that  past  experience  shows  that  a  reasonable  increase  in  the 
rate  for  residence  service  does  not  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number 
of  subscribers  using  the  one-party  service  to  the  extent  indicated  by  the 
company's  estimate.  It  would  appear  more  nearly  reasonable  to  assume  that 
there  would  be  at  least  50  individual  line  residence  stations,  leaving  151 
stations  under  the  two-party  residence  service.  Using  this  classification  of 
69  business  telephones  at  $2.00  per  month,  50  one-party  residence  at  $1.25 
per  month,  151  two-party  residence  stations  at  $1.00  per  month,  one  exten- 
sion station  at  50  cents  per  month,  and  202  connecting  rural  stations  at 
25  cents  per  month,  would  bring  the  gross  earnings  to  $5,479.05.  In  this 
item  of  earnings,  there  is  included  $649.06  as  commissions  due  the  exchange 
for  the  handling  of  toll  business  of  the  connecting  toll  companies,  which 
amount  is  the  same  as  that  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916. 

At  the  present  time,  the  commercial  work  of  the  Preston  exchange  is 
performed  by  the  local  manager  at  Caledonia  and  the  maintenance  and  rou- 
tine construction  work  is  performed  by  a  lineman,  with  headquarters  at 
Caledonia,  who  is  responsible  for  the  proper  care  of  the  exchanges  at 
Caledonia  and  Preston,  together  with  sixty  miles  of  toll  lines.  Taking  care 
of  both  exchanges  by  this  one  man  has  delayed  maintenance  at  both  ex- 
changes and  has  been  the  cause  of  considerable  complaint  on  the  part  of 
Preston  subscribers  because  of  apparent  unreasonable  delay  in  the  restor- 
ing of  service  when  the  telephone  lines  or  stations  were  out  of  order.  In 
order  to  properly  care  for  the  Preston  exchange  and  give  the  subscribers 
good  telephone  service,  it  is  necessary  that  the  company  keep  a  man  per- 
manently located  at  Preston,  which  will  add  considerably  to  the  operating 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  81 

expenses  of  the  exchange.  At  the  present  time,  the  highest  salary  paid 
to  operators  of  the  exchange  is  $25.00  per  month,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  all  operators.  The  Commission  therefore  takes  no 
exception  to  the  company's  estimate  of  proposed  expenses  of  $3,340.35.  The 
Commission  does  take  exception  to  the  amount  of  $108.08  charged  under  the 
head  of  "Uncollectable  Accounts,"  for  it  finds  that  it  has  'been  necessary 
to  charge  off  a  large  proportion  of  this  amount  each  year  because  the 
telephone  company  in  dealing  with  the  connecting  company's  rural  subscrib- 
ers, rendered  its  bills  and  made  collections  from  the  individual  farm  sub- 
scribers instead  of  doing  business  with  each  connecting  company  as  a  whole 
through  its  secretary  or  other  officers.  Telephone  companies  operating  ex- 
changes and  furnishing  service  to  rural  companies  upon  a  switching  basis 
should  not  and  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  do  business  with,  render 
bills  and  make  collections  from  the  individual  subscribers  of  those  com- 
panies. Doing  business  with  connecting  companies  as  a  whole  through  the 
proper  officers  of  those  companies  would  reduce  the  operating  expenses  of 
the  exchange  furnishing  the  service  as  well  as  reduce  the  uncollectable 
accounts,  to  a  minimum.  The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  this 
case  an  allowance  of  $50.00  per  annum  for  uncollectable  accounts  is  ample, 
particularly  where  the  company  has  operated  in  the  community  for  a  period 
of  years,  enabling  its  officers  to  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  of  the 
subscribers  served. 

Changing  the  company's  estimate  as  to  proposed  revenues  but  using 
their  charge  for  operating  expenses  of  $3,340.35  and  reducing  the  amount 
of  uncollectable  accounts  to  $50.00  will  produce  a  net  operating  income  of 
$1,900.73,  which  will  give  a  return  of  over  16  per  cent  to  provide  for  de- 
preciation and  a  return  on  the  investment  on  the  basis  of  the  present  value 
of  the  property  determined  by  the  Commission's  engineer.  Upon  review 
of  the  facts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  finds:  that  the  revenue  accru- 
ing in  this  instance  by  reason  of  the  large  number  of  rural  stations  receiv- 
ing service  upon  the  switching  basis  is  an  important  factor  bearing  upon 
the  net  return;  that  the  proposed  rates  for  the  local  service  within  the 
village  are  reasonable  and  comparable  with  rates  charged  in  villages  the  size 
of  Preston;  that  any  adjustment  in  this  schedule  of  the  proposed  rates 
should  be  made  in  the  rate  charged  to  connecting  rural  companies.  The 
Commission,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  this  case,  and  without  prejudice, 
is  of  the  opinion  that  a  rate  of  $1.50  per  station  per  annum  for  rural  switch- 
ing, is  reasonable. 

The  corrections  and  adjustments  made  above  will  produce  a  net  operat- 
ing income  of  $1,606.82  to  provide  for  depreciation,  return  on  the  invest- 
ment and  surplus,  or  14.07  per  cent  on  the  Commission's  present  value  of 
$11,412.81. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Standard  Telephone  Company,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  charge  the  following  reasonable  and  maxi- 
mum rates  for  telephone  service  at  its  Preston  exchange,  the  same  to  be 
effective  January  1,  1918: 

Individual  line  business 42.00  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Extension  stations   <>  per  month 

Multiparty  Rural   (company 
owned  i  1.25  per  month 

Connecting  company  rural 1.50  per  station  per  annum 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn  .  this  18th  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
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Application  of  the  Canby  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Canby,  Porter  and  St.  Leo, 
Minnesota — The  applicant  company  succeeded  to  the  possession 
of  the  physical  property  of  the  Farmers  .Mutual  Telephone  Com- 
pany through  a  sheriff's  sale  in  January,  1915,  the  purchase  price 
being  $9,000.00,  plus  an  indebtedness  of  $5,264.83.  The  company 
served  420  patrons,  of  which  323  were  rural  subscribers  and  the 
others  residents  of  Canby,  St.  Leo  and  Porter.  A  flat  rate  of 
$1.00  a  month  was  paid  by  all  subscribers.  It  appeared  at  the 
hearing  that  although  the  telephone  plant  had  been  operated  most 
economically,  the  records  were  in  such  poor  condition  that  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  any  data  as  to  the  actual  value  of  vthe  plant. 
Witnesses  testified  that  the  original  cost  was  about  $37,000.00. 
The  system  consisted  approximately  of  315  miles  of  pole  line,  car- 
rying 630  miles  of  wire  and  some  aerial  cable.  It  was  assumed 
that  the  value  of  the  plant  was  $22,200.00,  upon  which  the  pro- 
posed rates  would  produce  a  net  revenue  of  12.6  per  cent  to  pro- 
vide for  a  return  on  the  investment  and  a  reserve  for  depreciation. 
The  Commission  issued  the  following  order:  M-131 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Canby  Telephone  Company  for  au- 
thority to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Canby,  Porter  and  St. 
Leo,  Minn. 

Appearances — For  the  telephone  company:     J.  J.  Miller,  vice  president; 
Chris.  Schaning,  secretary;  J.  P.  Weber,  treasurer;  J.  B.  Jacobson,  director. 
This  matter  was  duly  heard  at  Canby,  Minnesota,  on  December  1,  1916. 
Xo  one  appeared  to  protest  against  the  petition. 

The  Canby  Telephone  Company  was  organized  in  1915  and  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Telephone  Company,  which  company  was  sold 
at  sheriff's  sale,  January  4,  1915.  The  property  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Tele- 
phone Company  was  purchased  by  the  petitioner  for  $9,000.00,  plus  an  in- 
debtedness to  the  bank  of  $5,264.83,  or  a  total  price  of  $14,2>64.83.  The 
stockholders  of  the  Canby  Telephone  Company  were  interested  in  the  orig- 
inal company.  The  Canby  Telephone  Company  has  a  capital  stock  of 
$14,400.00,  which  is  held  by  twenty-four  stockholders,  each  holding  $600.00 
worth  of  stock.  The  company  operates  local  exchanges  at  Canby,  Porter 
and  St.  Leo,  together  with  numerous  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity  of  each 
exchange.  The  plant  consists  of  approximately  315  miles  of  pole  lines, 
carrying  630  miles  of  wire  and  a  small  amount  of  aerial  cable.  The  alleged 
original  cost  of  the  property  is  $37,000.00.  The  petitioner  now,  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  company,  furnishes  service  to  all  of  its  subscribers 
at  the  rate  of  $1.00  per  month.  The  petition  requests  authority  to  place  into 
effect  the  following  schedules: 

Canby. 

Individual  line  business $1.50  per  month     . 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural  stations   (company  owned) 1.25  per  month 
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Porter 

Individual  line  business $1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.25  per  month 

Residence  four-party    1.00  per  month 

Rural  stations  (company  owned) 1.25  per  month 

St.  Leo. 

Individual  line  business $1.50  per  month 

Residence  four-party    1.00  per  month 

Rural  stations  (company  owned) 1.25  per  month 

At  Canby  the  company  furnishes  service  to  34  business  stations,  7  resi- 
dence stations  and  118  rural  stations. 

At  Porter,  16  business  stations,  11  residence  stations  and  144  rural 
stations. 

At  St.  Leo,  6  business  stations,  5  residence  stations  and  61  rural 
stations. 

Of  the  144  rural  stations  listed  under  Porter,  there  are  included  30 
stations  receiving  service  in  the  vicinity  of  Taunton  and  Minneota.  Inves- 
tigation of  such  books  and  records  of  account  as  are  maintained  by  the 
Canby  Telephone  Company  was  made  by  the  Statistician  of  this  Commission. 
The  records  were  found  to  be  in  distressingly  poor  condition.  The  com- 
pany has  never  paid  a  dividend  or  set  aside  a  reserve  for  depreciation.  It 
has  never  made  enough  money  to  hire  a  bookkeeper  and  such  records  as 
they  have  are  kept  by  the  secretary,  who  is  a  farmer,  and  whose  knowledge 
of  bookkeeping  is  extremely  limited.  The  company  has  been  very  eco- 
nomically operated,  employing  but  one  lineman  to  maintain  the  .entire  prop- 

.  one  operator  at  each  exchange,  and  the  officers  of  the  company  re- 
ceive no  salary  whatever  except  a  per  diem  of  $3.00  when  attending  directors' 
meetings,  held  three  or  four  times  each  year.  For  the  year  1915,  the  com- 
pany's operating  revenues  amounted  to  $4,618.68;  operating  expenses,  $4,- 
937.82;  taxes,  $175.23;  interest  on  loan,  $9.99,  causing  a  loss  of  $504.36,  to 
offset  which,  they  borrowed  $500.00  from  the  bank,  $400.00  of  which  they 
still  owe.  For  the  eleven  months  of  1916,  the  operating  revenues  were  $4,- 
759.%,  the  expenses,  including  taxes  and  interest  on  loans,  $3,868.60,  leaving 
but  $891.36  to  provide  for  depreciation  and  return  on  the  investment.  Es- 
timated revenues  at  the  three  exchanges,  based  upon  the  present  number 
of  subscribers  and  the  proposed  rates,  would  amount  to  $6,649.00,  which 
includes  $553.00  as  commissions  received  from  connecting  toll  companies. 
The  total  expenses  on  the  1916  basis  would  amount  to  $3,638.86;  taxes, 
$199.47,  leaving  a  net  revenue  of  $2,810.67. 

Although  no  inventory  of  the  plant  has  ever  been  taken,  calculations 
based  on  the  plant  measurements  testified  to  in  this  case  would  clearly 
indicate  that  the  plant  could  not  be  'built  for  less  than  $37,000.00,  the 

inal  cost  claimed  by  the  company.  Some  extensions  have  been  made 
to  tin-  property  since  it  was  acquired  by  the  Canby  Telephone  Company,  but 
the  records  do  not  show  how  much  money  was  expended  for  that  purpose. 
Assuming  that  the  property  has  d«  ;  1  to  60  per  cent  of  its  original 

cost,  a  value  of  $22,200.00  is  arrived  at.  The  estimated  net  revenue  of  $2,- 
810.67  under  the  prop<>  would  produce  7.6  per  cent  upon  the  com- 

pany's claimed  book  value  of  $37,000.00,  or  but  12.6  per  cent  on  the  assumed 
vain*-  of  $  I' J.  200.00,  to  provide  for  a  rnurn  on  the  investment,  a  reserve  for 
depreciation  and  surplus. 

Upon  review  of  all  the  facts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  application  should  be  gran 

li   Is  Therefor.    <>ni.r  <'anby  Telephone  Company,  be 

same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  January  1,  1918, 
the  following  schedules  of  ra 

Canby. 

Individual    line   lui  - 1  :."    •  •  r  month 

Individual   line   rosidonr.  :             :•  month 

Rural  stations  (company  owned) .  r  month 
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Porter. 

Individual  line  business   $1.50  per  month 

Two-party  business 1.25  per  month 

Residence  four-party    1.00  per  month 

Rural  stations  (company  owned) 1.25  per  month 

St.  Leo. 

Individual  line  business   $1.50  per  month 

Residence  four-party    1.00  per  month 

Rural  stations  (company  owned)  1.25  per  month 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  Canby  Telephone  Company  shall  imme- 
diately set  up  a  system  of  accounts  and  keep  its  records  in  accordance  with 
the  uniform  system  of  accounting  provided  by  the  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.   C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1917. 

Citizens  of  Heron  Lake  and  Brewster  vs.  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company  and  Fulda  Telephone  Company — De- 
mand for  restoration  of  physical  connection  between  the  toll  lines 
of  the  Northwestern  Company  and  the  exchanges  of  the  Fulda 
Company  at  Heron  Lake,  Rushmore,  Storden,  Westbrook  and 
Brewster.  Following  a  severance  of  the  physical  connection  be- 
tween the  toll  lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany and  the  exchanges  of  the  Fulda  Telephone  Company  at 
Heron  Lake,  Rushmore,  Storden,  Westbrook  and  Brewster,  cit- 
izens of  Heron  Lake  and  Brewster  protested  to  the  Commission 
against  the  loss  of  telephone  facilities  which  they  had  enjoyed 
for  some  time.  It  developed  that  the  service  desired  had  been 
discontinued  because  of  a  dispute  between  the  Fulda  and  the 
Northwestern  companies  relative  to  the  proper  basis  for  com- 
pensation for  switching  service  to  and  from  the  toll  lines  of  the 
Northwestern  Company  to  the  exchanges  of  the  Fulda  Company. 
Two  switching  contracts  were  in  force,  the  terms  being  different 
in  each.  A  result  of  the  controversy  was  the  severance  of  its 
relations  with  the  Fulda  Company  by  the  Northwestern  Company. 
The  Commission  endeavored  in  various  ways  to  induce  the  two 
companies  to  ;oach  a  definite  understanding  as  to  adequate  com- 
pensation for  switching  service,  but  its  efforts  met  with  little 
success.  After  a  prolonged  delay  the  .Commission  ordered  a 
restoration  of  the  physical  connections  requested  by  the  citizens 
of  Heron  Lake  arid  Brewster  and  prescribed  switching  fees.  The 
order  follows:  M-27 
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BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  switching  fees  to  be  charged  on  business  between  the  toll 
lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  local 
exchanges  of  the  Fulda  Telephone  Company. 

Appearances— F.  D.  Lindquist,  secretary,  for  the  Fulda  Telephone  Com- 
pany. E.  A.  Prendergast,  general  counsel,  for  the  Northwestern  Telephone 
Exchange  Company.  C.  B.  Randall,  attorney,  for  the  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company. 

This  case  was  brought  about  by  reason  of  complaints  from  citizens 
of  Heron  Lake  and  Brewster,  Minnesota,  because  the  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company  disconnected  its  toll  lines  from  the  exchanges  of 
the  Fulda  Telephone  Company  at  Heron  Lake,  Rushmore,  Storden,  West- 
brook  and  Brewster,  on  September  1,  1915. 

The  Fulda  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  operating  a  system 
of  exchanges  and  toll  lines  in  Cottonwood,  Jackson,  Murray,  and  Nobles 
counties.  It  is  the  practice  of  ,the  Fulda  Company  to  give  its  subscribers 
at  each  exchange  service  to  all  of  its  exchanges  without  other  charge  than 
that  which  is  paid  by  the  subscriber  for  the  service  at  the  exchange  to 
which  he  is  directly  connected  and  a  charge  for  service  over  its  toll  lines 
is  only  made  to  non-subscribers. 

For  a  number  of  years  there  existed  a  connection  between  the  toll 
lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  exchanges 
of  the  Fulda  Company  at  Heron  Lake  and  Rushmore  under  a  contract,  the 
terms  of  which  provided  for  payment  by  the  Northwestern  Company  to  the 
Fulda  Company  upon  the  basis  of  20  per  cent  on  originating  or  outgoing 
business,  and  10  cents  on  each  incoming  or  terminating  message.  During 
the  year  1910,  the  Fulda  Company  entered  into  contracts  with  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company  for  a  connection  of  the  toll  lines  of 
the  latter  company  with  the  exchanges  of  the  Fulda  Company  at  Wtstbrook 
and  Storden,  under  the  terms  of  which  the  Northwestern  Company  agreed 
to  pay  the  Fulda  Company  5  cents  upon  each  incoming  and  outgoing  message 
over  the  lines  of  the  Northwestern  Company.  These  two  contracts  also 
provided  that  either  company  could  terminate  the  agreement  by  giving 
thirty  days'  written  notice  of  such  intention  to  the  other  company. 

Under  date  of  November  9,   1914,  the   Fulda  Telephone   Company  ad- 
<ed  the  following  letter  to   Mr.  G.   Blakeley,   district  manager  of  the 
Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  at  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.  : 

"Dear  Sir:  I  find  that  it  causes  considerable  confusion  in  this 
office  to  figure  our  monthly  settlements  on  different  basis  and  it  is  our 
desire  to  hereafter  figure  our  reports  on  the  business  with  your  com- 
pany at  all  our  stations,  the  same  as  we  do  at  Heron  Lake,  and  I  trust 
that  this  will  be  agreeable  to  you.  Awaiting  your  confirmation  of  this, 
I  beg  to  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  F.  D.  LINDQUIST, 
Secretar 

The  Northwestern  Company  paid  no  attention  to  this  Inter,  but  the 
Kulda  Company  contends  that  the  purpose  of  the  letter  was  to  notify  th* 
NortbweMei-M  Company  of  the  Fulda  Company's  intention  to  terminate  the 
contracts  covering  the  < •••nm •« -tiers  at  Storden  and  Westbrook. 

emission  is  of  tho  opinion   that   this  lottor  can   in   no  way  be 
considered   as   a  tin-    Fulda   Company   to   terminate   the 

contracts   with    the   Northwestern    Telephone   Exchange   Company   for    tli-> 

(1  to. 

since  that  time  »be  Fu'.<!a  Telephone  Company  in  calculating  its  s 
ments    with    the    Northwoh  plume    Kxrhanire  -nittrd    to 

that  basis  of  its  contracts  for  Heron  Lake  and  Rushmore, 

\\iiidi  method  of  settlement  resulted  in  a  considerable  balance  being  due 
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the  x  -tern  Company  by  reason  of  the  toll  business  originating  and 

points  of  connection  other  than  Heron  Lake  and  Rush- 
more. 

Because  of  the  avcruin.u  Indebtedness  resulting  in  the  Fulda  Company's 

failure  to  settlr  Tor  the  imsim-ss  at   Storden  and  Westbrook  upon  the  basis 

of  5  cen  :  iinnat.intr  and   terminating  message  over  the  lines  of 

the  >  ''Tii  Company.  the  Northwestern  Company  disconnected  its  toll 

'tangos  of  the  Fulda  Company  where  connections  existed, 

on  September  vhich  also  had  the  effect  of  abrogating  all  of  its  con- 

ttg  contracts  with  that  company. 

The  Commission  having  received  complaints  which  stated  that  the 
public  was  being  put  to  considerable  inconvenience  because  of  the  discon- 
nection of  the  toll  lines  with  the  exchanges  referred  to,  immediately  re- 
quested the  telephone  companies  affected  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  a 
ablishing  the  toll  line  connections.  The  companies  failed  to 
agree  upon  terms,  and  an  informal  hearing  was  held  in  the  office  of  the 
Commission  on  December  1,  1915,  at  which  representatives  of  both  com- 
panies were  present.  At  this  hearing  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 

.  pany  agreed  to  re-connect  its  toll  lines  with  the  exchanges  of  the  Fulda 
Telephone  Company  at  once,  the  terms  of  settlement  to  be  considered  at  an 
adjourned  hearing,  to  be  held  before  the  Commission  on  February  8,  1916, 
at  which  time  the  companies  were  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  present 
testimony  showing  the  cost  of  originating  and  terminating  long  distance 
messages,  together  with  such  other  service  as  is  performed  by  the  connect- 
ing exchange  in  the  handling  of  the  toll  business. 

The  hearing  came  on  as  arranged  for,  the  Northwestern  and  the  Fulda 
companies  being  duly  represented  by  officers  of  the  companies,  there  being 
present  also  representatives  from  several  independnt  companies,  whose 
exchanges  were  connected  with  the  toll  lines  of  both  the  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company.  The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  has  in  force 
something  over  300  contracts  covering  the  connection  of  its  toll  lines  with 
the  exchanges  of  smaller  independent  companies  throughout  the  state,  more 
than  90  per  cent  of  which  provide  for  payment  by  the  Northwestern  Com- 
pany to  the  connecting  company  of  5  cents  for  each  originating  or  outward 
message,  and  5  cents  for  each  terminating  or  inward  message  over  the  toil 
lines  of  the  Northwestern  Company.  The  company  maintains  that  5  cents 
per  message  is  not  supposed  to  be  a  distinct  compensation  on  an  "in"  or 
"out"  message  but  an  easy  method  of  computation  of  a  sum  fully  adequate 
to  meet  all  expenses  of  an  operating  company  handling  the  toll  business  for 
another  company  and  is  arrived  at  by  taking  all  the  expense  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  toll  messages,  such  as  collecting,  accounting,  loss  of 
revenue  from  all  collections,  bad  accounts,  operating  expense  of  handling 
messages  'both  ways,  including  pro  rates  for  rent,  light,  heat,  and  other 
fixed  charges,  and  the  sum  total  of  all  these  charges  is  less  than  the  five 
and  five.  The  Northwestern  Company  presented  several  witnesses  repre- 

ing  connecting  companies  who  testified  that  they  were  fully  satisfied 
with  the  5-cent  per  message  settlement;  that  it  fully  covered  their  cost  of 
handling  the  long  distance  business  of  the  Northwestern  Company  originat- 
ing and  terminating  at  their  exchanges,  and  in  some  cases,  considered  that 
there  was  some  profit. 

The  Fulda  Company  could  not  present  any  actual  figures  to  show  what 
it  cost  to  take  care  of  toll  business  at  its  exchanges,  but  presented  exhibits 
covering  such  costs,  which  were  purely  estimates  and  based  upon  mere  con- 
jecture. Tin  Fulda  Company  contended  that  although  the  toll  lines  of  the 
Northwestern  Company  were  connected  with  Heron  Lake  and  other  of  its 
exchanges,  that  11;  passing  over  the  lines  of  the  Northwestern  Com- 

pany in  many  cases  did  not  originate  and  terminate  at  those  exchanges  but 
originated  or  terminated  at  exchanges  inland  and  passed  over  the  toll  lines 
of  the  Fulda  Company  in  reaching  those  exchanges;  that  no  provision  had 
been  made  whereby  the  Fulda  Company  received  any  compensation  for 
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such  messages  as  passed  jointly  over  the  lines  of  the  Northwestern  and 
the  Fulda  Company;  that  the  5-cent  per  message  basis  did  not  compen- 
sate for  the  Fulda  Company's  portion  of  the  line  haul,  and  for  that  reason 
insisted  on  a  basis  of  settlement  at  least  in  amount,  as  provided  for  in 
the  contracts  covering  the  connections  at  Heron  Lake  and  Rushmore. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  having  offered  to 
settle  with  the  Fulda  Telephone  Company  upon  the  5-cent  "in"  and  "out" 
basis,  which  basis  is  an  established  custom  throughout  the  state  for  set- 
tlement by  both  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the 
Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  and  this  offer  being  refused  by 
the  Fulda  Company  on  the  ground  that  it  is  in  a  different  situation,  throws 
the  burden  upon  the  Fulda  Company  of  getting  the  facts  as  to  the  cost  of 
handling  the  toll  business  at  its  exchanges  before  the  Commission  to  show 
as  to  whether  the  compensation  to  them  is  unreasonable.  This  it  has  failed 
to  do.  If  the  Fulda  Company  considers  that  it  is  entitled  to  compensation 
for  its  portion  of  joint  messages  handled  over  its  lines  and  that  of  tne 
Northwestern  Company,  it  should  enter  into  negotiations  with  that  com- 
pany for  the  establishment  of  rates  covering  such  business. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  existing  connections  between  the  toll  lines  of  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  exchanges  of  the  Fulda 
Telephone  Company  should  be  maintained  and  that  for  the  purposes  of  this 
case  and  without  prejudice,  the  basis  of  settlement  between  the  companies 
should  be  upon  the  basis  of  5  cents  for  each  incoming  and  outgoing  mes- 
sage until  such  time  as  this  Commission  upon  complaint,  or  upon  its  own 
motion  shall  have  determined  after  an  investigation  that  some  different  rate 
of  compensation  should  apply  to  different  classes  of  exchanges  or  to  the 
particular  exchanges  affected  by  this  case. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  connections  now  existing  between  the 
toll  lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  ex- 
changes of  the  Fulda  Telephone  Company,  located  at  Heron  Lake,  Rush- 
more,  Storden,  Westbrook,  and  Brewster,  be  maintained,  and  that  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company  pay  to  the  Fulda  Telephone  Company 
for  the  handling  of  its  toll  business  at  those  points,  5  cents  for  each  origin- 
ating message  and  5  cents  for  each  terminating  message  passing  over  the 
lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  20th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1917. 

Application  of  the  Osakis  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  switching  charges  to  the  Leslie  Rural  Telephone 

Company  -  Permission   was  sought  by  the  Osakis  Tclrphoir.-  Com 
pany    to    iurrr;ise   its   charge   for   switrhin<:   861  >    thr    I.i 

Kural  Telephone  Company  from   K>  mils  In  U.")  rents  for  each 
lion  on  thr  Lrslir   Ii'ural  system  directly  connrrtrd   with   thr  <)saki> 

hange,  on  the  ground  that   thr  old  ratr  was  inadequate  and  that 
thrrr  otlirr  rural   companies  similarly   situated    as   the    Lrslir   ( 
pany   had    hrrn    pa\  ini:  2  At 

thr    )ie;irin«_T    the    prliliiinrr    failrd    to    pr  -    thr 

actual  t    that    tin-    prOpOMCJ    fat€    was    jiM    and 

-mahle.     The  Commission   dmird    thr   application,    its   order 
in«r  as  follows:  M 
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BBFORK  D    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  th^  application  of  the  Osakis  Telephone  Company  to  in- 
crease switching  charges  to  the  Leslie  Rural  Telephone  Company. 
This  cast  il>   heard  by  the  Commission  on  March  17,  1916.     The 

petitioner  seeks  authority  to  increase  the  switching  rate  now  charged  the 
Leslie  Rural  Telephone  Company,  from  15  cents  per  telephone  per  month, 
..  .">  cents  per  telephone  per  month,  for  such  of  the  respondent  subscribers 
as  can  call   Osakis   direct.     Some   testimony   was   offered   relative   to   the 
practices   of  the   petitioner  and   the   respondent  companies,   but   the  testi- 
mony offered  by   the   petitioner  bearing  upon  the  cost  of  performing  the 
ching  for  the  respondent  was  largely  based  upon  estimates  and  so  hope- 
licient  as  to  actual  facts  and  detail  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Com- 
mission to  determine  from  the  evidence  what  it  cost  the  Osakis  Telephone 
Company  to  do  such  switching. 

The  burden  of  proof  being  upon  the  applicant  to  show  that  the  proposed 
increase  in  the  rate  is  just  and  reasonable  and  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
showing  the  cost  of  operating  and  maintenance  bearing  directly  upon  the 
switching  service  performed  for  the  respondent,  the  Commission  is  unable 
to  say  that  the  proposed  increase  in  the  rate  is  just  and  reasonable,  and  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  case  should  be  dismissed.  It  is  therefore  so  ordered. 
The  dismissal  of  this  case  does  not  preclude  the  petitioner's  privilege  of 
renewing  its  application  in  the  future. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  29th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1917. 

Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  vs.  Tri-State  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Company — Physical  connection  between  the 
local  exchange  of  the  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  at 
Wabasha  and  the  toll  lines  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company  was  sought  by  the  former.  The  Greenfield  Com- 
pany operated  exchanges  at  Wabasha  and  Kellogg,  the  latter  ex- 
change being  connected  with  the  toll  lines  of  the  Tri-State  system. 
The  Wabasha  and  Kellogg  exchanges  were  connected  with  a  clear 
trunk  line  for  toll  purposes  and  all  of  the  Greenfield  Company's 
subscribers,  whether  rural  or  urban,  could  connect  with  either  ex- 
change without  additional  charge.  Wabasha  subscribers  had  ac- 
cess to  either  the  Tri-State  or  Northwestern  systems  through  the 
Kellogg  exchange.  Objection  to  physical  connection  at  the  Wa- 
basha exchange  was  made  by  the  Tri-State  Company  on  the  ground 
that  the  entire  territory  covered  by  the  Greenfield  Company  was 
operated  as  one  exchange  area,  although  containing  two  exchanges. 
The  company  further  alleged  that  additional  toll  connection  was 
not  demanded  as  a  matter  of  public  necessity.  Complaint  in  in- 
tervention was  filed  by  the  Dwelle  Telephone  Company  which 
operated  a  local  and  toll  exchange  at  Wabasha.  The  Dwelle  Com- 
pany alleged  that  virtually  all  of  the  subscribers  of  the  Green- 
field Company  in  Wabasha  were  patrons  of  the  Dwelle  Company 
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and  as  such  had  access  to  its  toll  facilities,  and  alleged  further 
that  additional  toll  connection  at  Wabasha  would  result  in  irre- 
parable injury  to  the  intervenor.  It  developed  at  the  hearing  that 
much  of  the  delay  and  inconvenience  in  reaching  Kellogg  for  toll 
connection  by  subscribers  of  the  Greenfield  Company  in  the  Wa- 
basha territory  was  due  to  induction  disturbance  to  the  Green- 
field Company's  trunk  line  between  Wabasha  and  Kellogg  caused 
by  the  proximity  of  a  high  tension  power  line  paralleling  the 
trunk  line.  After  reviewing  the  case  at  some  length,  the  Commis- 
sion denied  the  application  for  a  physical  connection.  The  order 
follows:  M-185 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  a  physical  connection  between  its  local  exchange  and  the  toll 
lines  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  at  Wabasha, 
Minnesota. 

Appearences — John  R.  Foley,  attorney  for  the  Greenfield  Farmers  Tele- 
phone Company.  C.  B.  Randall,  attorney  for  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company.  Geo.  H.  Hammond,  attorney  for  the  Dwelle  Telephone 
Company,  Intervenor. 

This  case  was  duly  heard  pursuant  to  notice  at  Wabasha,  Minnesota, 
on  May  14,  1917. 

The  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  operating 
a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Kellogg,  Minnesota,  serving  approximately 
220  local  and  rural  subscribers,  a  local  exchange  at  Wabasha,  serving  123 
subscribers,  of  which  32  are  business,  13  residence,  and  78  rural;  also 
a  rural  switching  station  at  Theilman. 

The  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  is  a  corporation,  oper- 
ating an  extensive  system  of  local  exchanges  and  toll  lines  in  Minnesota 
and  other  states,  one  of  its  toll  lines  being  connected  with  the  petitioner's 
exchange  switchboard  at  Kellogg  and  also  with  the  exchange  of  the  Dwelle 
Telephone  Company  at  Wabasha. 

The  Dwelle  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  operating  local  ex- 
changes at  Lake  City  and  Wabasha,  with  rural  lines  tributary  thereto.  At 
Wabasha  it  serves  77  business,  2«3  residence,  and  96  rural  subscribers,  also 
serving  stations  at  Kellogg  and  Theilman. 

petitioner  seeks  a  physical  connection  between  its  local  exchange 
at  Wabasha  and  the  toll  lines  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany. 

He  Telephone  Company,  who  operates  an  exchange  at  Wab- 
asha in  competition  with  the  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  and 
whose  exchange  is  connected  with  the  toll  lines  of  both  the  Tri-State  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph   Company  and   the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
any,  filed  a  petition  to  intervene  In  this  case  on  the  grounds  of  irrep- 
arable   injury.   claiming    that   If    the   connection    sought    in    this    case    was 
granted   that    its   business  would  be  so  affected  as  to  result  in  a  loss  of 
vhk-h  petition  upon  consideration  by  the  Commission  was  granted. 
The  Kellogg  and  Wabasha  exchanges  of  the  petitioner  are   connected 
by   two   circuits,  One  of  which    i  :   a  Hear   trunk   circuit    with    no   sub- 

scrib  :   to  it.  tin-  other  serving  ei^ht   rural  stations,  all  of  whom 

K  or  Wabasha  direct.     All  subscribers  connected   to 

the  lines  of  tin-  c,n ••  -nfi. -i.i  Fanners  Telephone  Company  can  communicate 
with  any  subscriber  on  the  system  without  other  charge  than  the  regular 
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rental  rate,  there  being  no  toll  charges  in  effect  between  its  exchanges. 
The  toll  lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the 
Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  are  connected  with  the  local 
exchange  of  the  petitioner  at  Kellogg,  but  there  are  no  toll  lines  connected 
with  the  switchboard  of  the  Wabasha  exchange.  The  subscribers  of  the 
petitioner  at  Theilman  and  Wabasha  have  access  with  the  toll  lines  at 

ogg  over  the  trunk  line  of  the  petitioner  between  Wabasha  and 
Kellogg.  All  business  subscribers  of  the  Greenfield  Company  in  Wabasha 
also  have  telephones  of  the  Dwelle  Company. 

The  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  in  its  answer  alleges 
that  the  petitioner  is  furnishing  local  telephone  service  in  the  city  of 

>asha  and  in  the  village  of  Kellogg,  and  also  in  the  rural  community 
about  those  two  municipalities;  that  the  territory  served  by  the  petitioner 
at  Kellogg  and  at  the  city  of  Wrabasha  constitutes  but  one  exchange  area 
and  is  operated  as  one  exchange  area  by  the  petitioner  and  that  the  re- 
spondent, the  Tri-State  Company,  already  maintains  connections  with  such 
exchange  by  means  of  a  physical  connection  existing  with  the  switchboard 
located  within  the  village  of  Kellogg  and  that  additional  connections  are 
not  necessary  and  are  not  required  by  public  convenience. 

The  principal  contention  of  the  petitioner  in  seeking  the  connection 
was  that  in  order  to  obtain  toll  line  service  its  subscribers  in  and  around 
Wabasha  were  required  to  call  the  Wabasha  operator,  who  in  turn  called 
the  Kellogg  operator;  that  the  calling  of  the  second  operator  caused  con- 
siderable delay  in  obtaining  the  toll  connections  and  that  the  toll  service 
from  Wabasha  because  of  the  connections  over  the  trunk  line  to  Kellogg, 
was  poor,  and  frequently  not  commercial. 

The  distance  between  Wabasha  and  Kellogg  is  approximately  six  miles. 
The  trunk  circuit  of  the  petitioner  is  a  No.  12  iron  metallic  circuit,  with 
one-half  mile  of  No.  18  Twisted  Pair  Insulated  Copper  Wire  in  the  circuit. 
The  line  is  constructed  along  the  highway  and  parallels  a  high  tension 
power  circuit  for  some  distance,  and  much  of  the  interference  in  the  service 
over  this  circuit  is  due  to  induction  disturbances  caused  by  its  proximity 
to  the  power  circuit.  The  toll  lines  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  parallel  this  trunk  circuit  between  Wabasha  and  Kellogg,  and  is 
giving  good  service.  The  Petitioner  made  further  claim  that  service  over 
their  trunk  circuit  was  frequently  interrupted  by  storms,  in  which  case  a 
connection  with  the  lines  of  the  Tri-State  Company  at  Wabasha  would  give 
them  direct  toll  service  when  their  trunk  was  out  of  order. 

The  petitioner. introduced  several  witnesses,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
officers  or  stockholders  of  the  company.  Two  of  the  witnesses  testified 
that  they  used  the  long  distance  service  less  than  once  a  month.  One 
testified  that  he  had  used  the  long  distance  service  but  once  during  his 
lifetime,  and  another  that  he  made  no  use  of  the  long  distance  service.  Two 
witnesses  received  their  service  over  lines  directly  connected  with  the  Kel- 
logg exchange  so  that  the  connection  at  Wabasha  was  of  no  direct  benefit 
to  them;  the  remaining  witnesses  being  subscribers  to  both  the  Greenfield 
Farmers  Telephone  Company  and  the  Dwelle  Telephone  Company,  or  having 
direct  access  to  a  telephone  of  the  Dwelle  Telephone  Company,  so  that 
long  distance  service  was  directly  available  through  the  service  furnished 
by  the  Dwelle  Company  or  that  of  the  petitioner  at  Kellogg. 

The  officers'  testimony  as  to  demand  for  the  connection  was  largely 
based  upon  claimed  conversation  with  residents  of  Wabasha. 

Although  the  hearing  in  this  case  was  held  in  Wabasha  and  a  large 
majority  of  the  telephone  users  were  within  a  short  distance  of  the  place 
of  hearing,  yet  with  but  one  exception  there  was  no  resident  of  Wabasha 
who  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  petition,  and  it  further  appeared  that  although 
there  was  a  commercial  club  in  the  city  it  had  not  considered  the  matter 
of  this  connection  nor  had  they  taken  any  action  thereupon. 

The  toll  lines  of  the  Tri-State  Company  already  directly  connect  with 
the  exchange  of  the  Dwelle  Telephone  Company,  the  intervenor,  at  Wabasha, 
and  a  second  connection  of  these  lines  with  another  exchange  in  the  same 
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locality  is  impracticable  in  that  an  operator  at  some  distant  point  in  calling: 
Wabasha  with  such  a  dual  connection  would  not  have  any  means  of  knowing 
which  operator  answered,  or  was  upon  the  line.  Likewise,  the  operator  at 
a  distant  point  in  receiving  a  call  from  Wabasha,  would  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  from  which  board  at  Wabasha  the  call  came,  and  as  a  result, 
much  confusion  in  the  establishing  of  long  distance  connections  would 
obtain  and  errors  in  the  recording  and  reporting  of  the  toll  business  would 
be  unavoidable.  Also  in  the  case  of  a  call  coming  in  over  a  toll  line 
connected  with  two  exchanges  in  the  same  locality  would  be  claimed  by 
each  of  those  companies,  particularly  where  one  subscriber  in  the  locality 
had  telephones  of  both  companies,  so  as  to  obtain  unto  themselves  the 
terminating  commission,  resulting  in  holding  up  the  toll  lines  and  causing 
considerable  delay  and  inconvenience  to  the  public. 

tblishing  a  trunk  line  between  the  switchboards  of  the  petitioner 
and  the  intervenor  at  Wabasha  would  enable  the  subscribers  of  the  Green- 
field Farmers  Telephone  Company  to  obtain  toll  service  without  calling 
Kellogg,  but  would  necessitate  the  passing  of  all  calls  to  the  Dwele  Com- 
pany's operator  and  the  establishing  of  the  toll  connections  at  her  switch- 
board. Furnishing  toll  connections  to  the  petitioner  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment would  result  in  a  division  of  the  terminal  fees  or  commissions  paid 
by  the  toll  company  to  the  connecting  companies  at  Wabasha,  and  no  evi- 
dence was  introduced  by  any  of  the  parties  interested  in  this  case  covering 
the  terms  of  settlement  under  such  a  connection. 

This  Commission  has  previously  ruled  that  where  a  telephone  company 
operating  two  or  more  exchanges,  connecting  same  with  trunk  lines  and 
furnishing  telephone  service  between  all  of  the  subscribers  of  these  ex- 
changes without  additional  charge  other  than  the  regular  rental  rate,  that 
the  territory  served  by  the  exchanges  constitutes  one  exchange  area. 

Upon  review  of  the  evidence,  the  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Kellogg  and  Wabasha  exchanges  operated  by  the  Greenfield  Farmers 
Telephone  Company  constitutes  one  exchange  area  and  that  since  there 
already  exists  a  physical  connection  between  the  toll  lines  of  the  Tri-State 
Company  and  the  exchange  at  Kellogg,  that  this  petition  in  effect  is  an 
application  for  an  additional  physical  connection  with  an  exchange  which 
idy  has  a  connection  with  the  toll  lines  of  the  respondent  company. 
Under  the  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  evidence,  such  second  connec- 
tion is  not  warranted. 

The  evidence  conclusively  shows  that  much  of  the  inconvenience  and 
difficulties  in  the  toll  service  of  the  subscribers  of  the  petitioner  at  Waba- 
sha and  vicinity  are  due  entirely  to  neglect  and  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Greenfield  Farmers  Company  to  keep  its  own  equipment  in  a  proper  state 
of  repair  and  to  enforce  proper  operating  rules  among  its  own  operators 
such  that  immediate  response  would  be  given  by  the  operators  at  Kellogg 
when  called  by  the  operators  at  Wabasha.  Also  that  the  poor  service  which 
obtains  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  trunk  line  of  the  petitioner  paral- 
lels a  high  tension  power  line  and  is  not  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  repair 
or  properly  transposed  so  as  to  eliminate  the  electrical  induction  from  the 
onditions  exist  by  way  of  electrical  disturbances  or  other- 
wise  which  cannot  be  remedied  by  the  petitioner  if  it  so  desires,  particularly 
»  the  toll  lines  of  the  respondent  along  the  same  route  h<  t  •••  asha 

and  Kellogg  are  rendering  good  service.  This  trunk  circuit  should  be  placed 
in  !  :  -idition  so  as  to  eliminate  the  inductive  disturbances  resulting 

from  its  proximity  to  the  power  lines,  not  only  to  improve  the  toll  ser 

it  hut  also  to  furnish  the  subscribers  of  the  company  with  a  quality 
of  local  service  which  they  an  to. 

Th»-  jui.;.  nien<e  to  the  subscribers  of  the  Greenfield  Farmers 

onnected  to  the  Wabasha  switchboard  by  placing  a 

trunk  circuit  so  as  to  connect  the  switchboard  of  the  petitioner  with  the 
<-h board  of  the  Dwelle  Telephone  Company  for  toll  service  is  not  ma- 
il   as   compared    with    toll    service    which   may    be   received   over   the 
Wabasha-Kellogg  trunk  in  good  condition  and  properly  maintained  since  a 
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second  operator  is  required  in  establishing  connections  with  the  toll  lines. 
The  Commission  is  or   the  opinion  that  the  petition  should  be  denied,  and 
•    so  ordered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  16th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1918. 

Red  Lake-Eastern  Marshall  Farmers  Telephone  Company  vs. 
Eastern  Development  Telephone  Company — Both  complainant  and 
respondent  c-mnpanies  operated  separate  local  telephone  exchanges 
in  the  village  of  Goodridge.  Complainant  company  alleged  that 
respondent,  although  without  either  local  franchise  or  state  per- 
mit, operated  a  local  telephone  exchange  and  switchboard  in  Good- 
ridge.  It  was  further  alleged  that  the  respondent  supplied  free 
telephone  service  to  others  than  officers  of  the  company ;  that  it 
gave  preferential  rates  to  shareholders  and  to  subscribers  who 
owned  telephone  instruments.  The  Commission  was  asked  to 
prescribe  reasonable  rates  for  both  companies,  such  rates  to  be 
uniform  and  equal.  Subsequent  to  the  institution  of  this  pro- 
ceeding the  respondent  filed  application  for  an  indeterminate  per- 
mit to  operate  a  telephone  exchange  in  Goodridge,  which  applica- 
tion was  granted,  inasmuch  as  the  company  had  been  engaged  in 
the  telephone  business  prior  to  July  1,  1915,  upon  which  date  the 
telephone  act  became  effective.  After  public  hearing  efforts  were 
made  by  complainant  to  effect  an  amicable  agreement  relative  to 
the  telephone  situation  in  Goodridge,  but  the  negotiations  failed 
to  produce  results.  The  Commission  thereupon  made  the  follow- 
ing order:  M-69 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OP    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

The  Red  Lake  Eastern  Marshall  Farmers  Telephone  Company, 

Complainant, 

vs. 

The  Eastern  Development  Telephone  Company, 

Respondent. 

In  the  matter  of  complaint  of  Red  Lake  Eastern  Marshall  Farmers  Tele- 
phone Company  against  the  Eastern  Development  Telephone  Company 
for  discrimination  in  telephone  rates  within  the  village  of  Goodridge, 
Pennington  County,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice  duly  given,  hearing  in  the  above  entitled  matter 
was  held  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  August  3,  A.  D.  1916,  at  the  Commercial  Club 
rooms,  at  Thief  River  Falls,  Minnesota.  Mr.  J.  W.  Howatt,  Telephone  Super- 
visor, appeared  for  the  Commission  and  conducted  the  hearing. 

The  complainant  appeared  'by  its  attorney,  Theo.  Quale,  Esq.,  of  Thief 
River  Falls,  Minnesota,  and  the  respondent,  by  its  attorney,  H.  O.  Kjomme, 
Esq.,  of  Thief  River  Falls,  Minnesota. 

The  Commission  finds  the  following  facts: 
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That  the  Red  Lake  Eastern  Marshall  Farmers  Telephone  Company  is 
a  corporation,  conducting  a  general  telephone  business  within  the  village  of 
Goodridge,  Pennington  county?  Minnesota,  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  inde- 
terminate permit  issued  by  this  Commission  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1916, 
and  has  filed  with  this  Commission  its  schedule  of  rates,  according  to  law, 
which  are  as  follows: 

Business  telephones,  one-party  line $2.00  per  month 

Residence  telephones,  one-party  line 1.25  per  month 

That  the  Eastern  Development  Telephone  Company,  the  respondent,  is 
a  corporation,  conducting  a  general  telephone  business  in  the  village  of 
Goodridge,  Pennington  county,  Minnesota,  and  that  at  the  time  complaint 
in  this  matter  was  filed  with  the  Commission,  said  respondent  had  made  no 
application  for  permit  to  carry  on  its  business  within  the  village  of  Good- 
ridge. Since  said  time  an  application  for  an  indeterminate  permit  and 
schedule  of  rates  has  been  filed  with  the  Commission. 

That  the  respondent  is  organized  under  the  mutual  co-operative  plan, 
each  member  owning  one  share  of  stock  and  paying  $30.00  for  the  same.  The 
company  also  has  subscribers  who  are  not  shareholders  and  the  regular 
rates  charged  are  as  follows:  • 

Individual  line  business,  where  the  company  owns 
the  telephone  and  the  subscriber  is  not  a  share- 
holder   $1.50  per  month 

Business  and  residence  telephones  on  the  same  line, 
where  the  subscriber  owns  and  maintains  the  tele- 
phone and  is  not  a  shareholder 1.25  per  month 

Individual  line  business,  where  the  subscriber  owns 
his  own  telephone  and  is  not  a  shareholder  of  the 

company  75  per  month 

Individual  line  business,  where  the  subscriber  is  a 
shareholder  in  the  company  and  owns  his  own 

telephone   25  per  month 

Individual  line  residence,  where  the  subscriber  is  a 
shareholder  and  owns  his  own  telephone 25  per  month 

That  said  respondent,  in  addition  to  the  service  rendered  in  the  village 
of  Goodridge,  operates  toll  and  rural  lines  and,  connects  with  other  lines  in 
the  surrounding  territory  which  serve  the  general  public. 

The  village  of  Goodridge  at  the  last  census,  had  a  population  of  220 
persons. 

Since  the  hearing  of  the  testimony  in  this  matter,  negotiations  were 
entered  into  between  complainant  and  respondent  to  the  purpose  of  con- 
solidating the  two  exchanges  in  the  village  of  Goodridge,  either  by  the 
purchase  of  the  one  by  the  other  or  the  direct  connection  of  the  farm  lines 
of  the  one  to  the  exchange  of  the  other,  and  at  the  request  of  the  parties 
to  these  proceedings  the  Commission  withheld  its  order,  believing  that  it 
would  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  two  competing  companies  and  the 
public  if  the  difficulties  could  be  settled  by  a  mutual  agreement. 

The  Commission  is  informed  that  as  a  result  of  these  negotiations 
between  the  two  companies,  an  agreement  has  been  entered  into  as  to 
physical  Connections  between  said  exchanges. 

said  respondent  has  installed  a  telephone  and  connections  iti  tin- 
office  of  the  Northwestern  Electric  Railway  Company  at  Goodridge,  Minne- 
sota, for  which  service  no  charge  is  being  made. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  respondent  is  furnishing  telephone  serv- 
ice at  discriminatory  rates  by  furnishing  stockholders  of  the  company  at 
reduced  rates  the  same  service  furnished  subscribers  who  are  not  stock- 
hold-  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
dated  No  7.  .m<l  found  on  page  84  of  the  Third  Annual  Report 
Supervisor  of  Telephones,  states  the  following  principles: 
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"The  practice  of  charging  a  different  rate  to  stockholders  than  is 
charged  to  patrons  who  are  not  stockholders,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  dis- 
crimination which  is  forbidden  by  Section  7  of  the  Act  (Telephone  Act) 
in  question." 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  respondent  is  furnishing  telephone  serv- 
ice at  discriminatory  rates  by  furnishing  the  same  service  to  subscribers 
who  are  owners  of  their  telephone  instruments,  at  greatly  reduced  rates 
from  that  iurnished  subscribers  who  do  not  own  their  telephone  instruments. 
Win-re  said  subscribers  of  the  telephone  company  own  a  portion  of  the 
plant  in  service,  the  company  has  not  the  control  over  the  portion  so 
owned,  to  properly  perform  its  duties  to  the  public  in  general,  and  it  is 
improper  practice  and  the  furnishing  of  preferential  rates  to  such  owners 
of  their  own  instruments  is  unlawful  and  must  be  discontinued.  The  re- 
spondent telephone  company  should  immediately  take  steps  to  acquire  the 
ownership  of  these  instruments  by  negotiations  carried  on  with  its  patrons. 
The  Commission  further  finds  that  the  evidence  offered  at  the  hearing 
is  insufficient  for  a  determination  of  the  actual  operating  expenses  and 
revenues  of  the  respondent  company,  or  for  the  determination  of  a  reason- 
able rate.  The  complainant  introduced  testimony  tending  to  show  that  at  the 
rates  they  are  charging  there  is  a  loss  to  the  company  in  the  operation  of 
the  exchange  at  Goodridge.  The  Commission  does  not  feel  that  this  testi- 
mony is  sufficient  to  authorize  the  Commission  to  compel  the  respondent 
company  to  increase  its  rates,  and  the  rates  filed  in  their  schedule  with 
this  department  must  be  considered  as  reasonable  and  adequate  rates.  That 
of  the  rates  filed  with  this  Commission  by  the  respondent  the  only  portion 
of  its  schedule  that  is  not  discriminatory  is  the  rate  as  follows: 
Individual  line  business  where  the  company 
owns  the  telephone  and  the  subscriber 
is  not  a  shareholder $1.50  per  month 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  respondent  company,  the  Eastern 
Development  Telephone  Company,  discontinue  the  free  service  furnished  to 
the  depot  of  the  Northwestern  Electric  Railway  Company  at  its  office  in 
the  village  of  Goodridge,  Pennington  county,  Minnesota. 

That  the  respondent  company  discontinue  its  preferential  rates  to 
shareholders  of  the  company  and  to  subscribers  who  own  their  own  tele- 
phone instruments; 

That   said   respondent   shall   put  in  force   for  all   business   telephones 
its  business  rate  filed  with  this  Commission  as  follows: 
Individual  line  business,  where  the  company 
owns  the  telephone  and  the  subscriber 
is  not  a  shareholder $1.50  per  month 

That  said  respondent  shall  file  with  this  Commission  additional  sched- 
ule of  rates  for  residence  telephone  service  and  for  such  other  service  as  it  is 
furnishing,  said  rates  to  conform  with  the  rates  of  the  Red  Lake  Eastern 
Marshall  Farmers  Telephone  Company. 

By  the   Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  &th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Parkers  Prairie  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  change  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Parkers  Prairie, 
Minnesota — At  a  hearing  held  in  Parkers  Prairie,  the  applicant 
failed  to  produce  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  the  value  of  the  plant 
or  that  it  was  entitled  to  an  increase  in  local  telephone  rates  as 
prayed  for  in  its  petition.  Evidence  showed  that  the  company's 
books  had  not  been  kept  in  accordance  with  the  rules  prescribed 
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by  the  Commission  and  that  its  records  failed  to  show  the  actual 
cost  of  plant  or  the  cost  of  operating  and  maintaining  it.  The 
Commission  thereupon  dismissed  the  case  by  the  following  order: 

M-253 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND*  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Application  of  the  Parkers  Prairie  Telephone  Company 
for  authority  to  change  its  rates  at  Parkers  Prairie,  Minnesota. 
The  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  Kent's  Moving  Picture 
Theatre,  on  Tuesday,  November  27th,  at  9:00  A.  M. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Hutchinson,  the  proprietor  of  -the  applicant  appeared  in 
behalf  of  the  application.  A  large  number  of  subscribers  and  members  of 
the  Commercial  Club  were  present. 

The  applicant  seeks  to  place  into  effect  the  following  schedule  of  rates 
for  telephone  service: 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 2.25  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

The  Commission  finds  the  following  facts: 

That  the  telephone  company  claimed  that  the  plant  in  operation  was 
of  the  value  of  $5,000.00;  that  the  testimony  shows  that  this  figure  is  based 
entirely  upon  estimates; 

That  the  present  owner  of  the  plant  purchased  the  same  about  August 
!.""•,  1912,  for  the  sum  of  $2,400.00;  that  since  said  date  there  has  been  ex- 
pended on  said  plant,  from  time  to  time,  for  repairs  and  construction  pur- 
poses, certain  sums  of  money; 

That  the  telephone  company  has  made  no  division  of  the  money  thus 
expended  as  to  reconstruction  and  new  construction,  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence as  to  the  actual  cost  of  the  plant  as  now  existing,  except  the  estimates 
of  the  owner,  and  from  the  owner's  own  testimony,  it  would  appear  that  the 
books  of  the  company  are  not  in  condition  so  that  an  accountant  could 
ascertain  from  them  the  actual  moneys  expended  for  construction  work 
since  the  purchase  of  the  plant. 

The  Commission  further  finds  that  the  evidence  shows  that  the  tele- 
phone company  is  not  keeping  its  records  according  to  the  rules  and  regu- 

TIS  prescribed  by  this  Commission,  and  that  the  telephone  company 
did  not,  and  cannot,  furnish  actual  figures  as  to  the  cost  of  operating  and 

There  were  no  appearances  against  the  granting  of  the  petition. 

The  Commission,  therefore,  has  no  facts  upon  which  to  base  an  order 
other  than  dismissal.  The  telephone  company  should  immediately  install 
an  adequate  system  of  accounting  as  prescribed  by  this  commission. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  that  the  application  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
dismissed. 

By  the  Commission. 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minnesota.  i  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application   of  the  Villard  Telephone   Company  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Villard— T 1 1<>   Yillanl 
Telephone  ('•mipaiiy.  serving  -VJ  stations  within  the  village,  55  rural 
ippl.\  in.LT    switrhiii'_r  lo     II     rural    st.-ilions. 

sought    permission   to   advanrr-    ils    telephone    rates    l»v    1T>   rents   a 
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:ili  and  the  switching  charge  from  15  to  25  cents  a  station  a 
month.  It  was  represented  that  citi/ens  of  Villard  had  demanded 
a  continuous  twenty-four  hour  service.  Investigation  failed  to 
reveal  that  the  additional  service  actually  was  necessary  or  that 
the  company  was  justified  in  asking  for  an  increase  in  rates. 
The  records  of  the  company  showed  that  in  1916  a  net  return  of 
$530.80,  or  35.38  per  cent  on  the  company's  estimated  value  of 
$1,500.00  was  available  for  depreciation  and  dividends.  The  ap- 
plication was  denied  by  the  following  order:  M-240 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD -AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE    OF   MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Villard  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  ex-change  rates  at  Villard,  Minnesota. 
Appearances — For  the  Telephone  Company:  €.  F.  Angell,  president;   J. 

W.  Butler,  vice  president;   C.  M.  Higley,  secretary;   J.  F.  Taylor,  manager. 
There  were  no  appearances  against  the  granting  of  the  petition. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Villard, 

Minnesota,  September  21,  1917. 

The  Villard   Telephone   Company  is   a  corporation,  organized   in   1905. 

It  operates  a  local   telephone  exchange  in  the  village  of  Villard,   serving 

fifty-two  stations  within  the  village,  fifty-five  rural  stations  on  lines  owned 

by  the  company  and  it  furnishes  service  to  forty-one  rural  stations  on  a 

switching  basis. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  increase  its  telephone  rates  as 
follows: 

Individual  line  business,  from $1.50  to  $1.75  per  month 

Individual  line  residence,  from 1.00  to     1.25  per  month 

Rural  stations   (Co.  owned),  from.   1.00  to     1.25  per  month 
Rural  connecting  company    (switching)    from   15c  per  sta- 
tion per  month  to  25c  per  station  per  month. 

At  the  time  the  company  was  organized,  the  outstanding  capital  stock 
was  $1,200.00,  fully  paid  in,  which  was  later  reduced  to  $900.00  by  the  re- 
tirement of  $300.00  of  the  stock  through  the  earnings  of  the  company. 

The  company's  records  are  not  sufficiently  complete  to  disclose  the 
value^of  its  property,  but  it  estimates  the  value  at  $1,500.00,  and  petitions 
the  increased  rates  in  order  to  yield  a  fair  return  on  that  value.  Since 
the  organization  of  the  company  until  the  year  1916,  all  surplus  earnings 
have  been  used  for  maintenance  and  construction  the  stockholders  receiving 
no  return  until  1916,  when  there  was  paid  a  dividend  of  $765.00,  or  85 
per  cent  on  the  capital  stock.  No  reserve  has  been  accumulated  for  depre- 
ciation. 

An  examination  of  the  records  of  the  company  shows  that  in  1916  a 
net  return  available  for  depreciation  and  dividends  was  $530.80,  or  35.38 
per  cent  on  the  company's  estimated  value  of  $1,500.00. 

The  petition  states  that  the  citizens  are  demanding  a  continuous  24- 
hour  service,  but  the  evidence  introduced  at  the  hearing  was  not  sufficient 
upon  which  to  determine  that  such  additional  service  is  actually  necessary. 
Operating  conditions  are  such  that  the  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that 
if  there  is  a  sufficient  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  a  continuous 
24-hour  service  that  the  earnings  of  the  company  will  permit  of  furnishing 
such  service  and  still  yield  a  fair  return  on  the  company's  estimate  of  its 
plant  value. 
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Upon  consideration  of  the  facts  in  the  above  matter,  the  Commission 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  application  should  be  denied  and  the  case  dis- 
missed. It  is  therefore  so  ordered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  28th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1918. 

0 

Application  of  the  Howard  Lake  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  How- 
ard Lake,  Minn. — The  Howard  Lake  Telephone  Company  in  its 
application  for  increased  rates  at  Howard  Lake  and  in  adjacent 
rural  territory  represented  that  its  patrons  desired  a  continuous 
twenty-four  hour  service,  but  that  the  then  prevailing  rates  were 
not  sufficient  to  permit  the  company  to  supply  continuous  service 
and  at  the  same  time  allow  a  fair  return  to  the  stockholders  and 
provide  a  reserve  for  depreciation.  It  was  found  that  Howard 
Lake  was  entitled  to  a  continuous  twenty-four  hour  service  and 
that  the  rates  proposed  by  the  company  were  fair  and  reasonable. 
The  Commission  thereupon  made  the  following  order:  M-209 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Howard  Lake  Telephone  Company 

for  authority  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Howard 

Lake,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Howard 
Lake,  August  17,  1917,  W.  H.  Eddy,  secretary,  and  L.  E.  Woodward,  man- 
ager, appearing  for  the  petitioner.  Several  stockholders  of  the  company 
were  also  present,  but  there  were  no  appearances  in  protest  to  the  appli- 
cation. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  increase  its  rates  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business,  from — 

$1.75  per  month  gross  to  $1.75  per  month  net. 
Individual  line  residence,  from — 

$1.00  per  month  gross  to  $1.00  per  month  net. 
Multi-party-  rural,  from — 

$1.25  per  month  gross  to  $1.25  per  month  net 
A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  allowed  from  the 
ont  rate  for  prompt  payment 

The  proposed  schedule  makes  the  present  gross  rate  the  net  rate,  re- 
sulting in  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  25  cents  per  month  for  each  class  of 

ice. 

How.ard    Lake    Telephone    Company    is    a    corporation,    organized 
December  27,   1902,  and   operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at   Howard 

<>ta.    with    rural    iin«>s   in   the   vicinity,  serving  a  total  of 
subscribers,  of  \\hi<  h  ::t  an    business,  103  residence,  and  138  rural.     The 
local   and    rural   lin«s  are   full    in«  tallic   and   all   town  subscribers   receive 
individual  lin»-  service.     Service  is  now  being  furnished  from  7:00  A.  M.  to 
">  P.  M.  daily;   tin  :•  !  niand  by  a  large  proportion  of 

and  rural  subscribers  for  a  continuous  24-hour 
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The  development  in  the  number  of  stations  is  retarded  because  con- 
tinuous service  is  not  furnished,  and  the  present  rate  does  not  permit  the 
company  to  furnish  continuous  service  and  allow  for  a  fair  return  to  the 
stockholders  or  a  reserve  for  depreciation.  The  company  now  employs  two 
operators  at  a  cost  of  $52.00  per  month.  To  furnish  continuous  service,  at 
least  one  additional  operator  will  be  necessary,  at  an  increased  expense  of 
not  less  than  $25.00  per  month.  Other  additional  expenses  will  be  neces- 
sary on  account  of  light,  heat,*  etc. 

Without  considering  the  effect  of  the  present  abnormal  operating  costs, 
the  proposed  rates  will  not  produce  over  and  above  operating  revenue, 
taxes  and  depreciation,  more  than  a  fair  return  upon  the  actual  investment 
in  the  property. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  petitioner  should  furnish  continuous  24-hour  service,  and 
finds  that  the  proposed  schedule  of  rates  are  fair  and  reasonable. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Howard  Lake  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect  as  of  April  1,  1918, 
the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  telephone  service  at  Howard  Lake,  Min- 
nesota: 

Individual  line  business $1.75  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month  net 

Multi-party  rural  1.25  per  month  net 

Also  that  the  company  furnish  continuous  24-hour  service,  including 
holidays  and  Sundays. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  13th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  New  London  Central  Telephone  Company 
to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  New  London,  Minnesota— 
The  New  London  Central  Telephone  Company,  serving  78  sub- 
scribers in  the  village  of  New  London  and  doing  a  switching  serv- 
ice for  eleven  rural  companies,  serving  281  subscribers,  applied 
to  the  Commission  for  permission  to  increase  the  rates  for  stock- 
holders to  the  same  scale  as  paid  by  non-stockholders  and  to  estab- 
lish a  rate  of  25  cents  a  station  a  month  for  switching  service.  In 
return  the  applicant  company  intended  to  establish  a  twenty-four 
hour  continuous  service.  The  Commission  issued  the  following 
order  granting  the  application :  M-157 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE   OF   MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the   application  of  the  New  London   Central   Telephone 
Company  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  New  London,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  New 
London,  March  6,  1917,  E.  F.  Fink,  president,  and  Peter  Skooglund,  treasurer, 
appearing  for  the  petitioner. 

Several  of  the  connecting  rural  companies  were  ^represented  by  the 
officers  of  those  companies  and  their  rural  subscribers.  "" 

The  New  London  Central  Telephone  Company  is  a  co-partnership,  organ- 
ized in  March,  1904.  It  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  New  London, 
Minnesota,  serving  78  subscribers,  of  which  23  are  business  and  55  are 
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residence.  There  is  also  connected  with  the  exchange,  11  rural  companies 
operating  13  circuits  and  serving  281  rural  subscribers.  The  present  rates 
of  the  petitioner  are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business   (non-stockholders)  .$1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  business  (stockholders) 1.25  per  month 

Individual  line  residence   (non-stockholders)  1.00  per  month 
Individual  line  residence  (stockholders) 75  per  month 

Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  no  charge  made  to  the  con- 
necting rural  companies  for  local  exchange  service  at  New  London,  except 
that  a  charge  of  5  cents  has  been  made  to  the  rural  companies  for  calls 
originating  on  the  lines  of  one  rural  company  and  terminating  on  the  lines 
of  another  rural  company. 

The  applicant  seeks  authority  to  place  into  effect  the  following  rates: 

Individual  line  business   $1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence   1.00  per  month 

Also  a  rate  of  25  cents  per  station  per  month  to  all  connecting  rural 
companies,  to  apply  to  such  stations  as  can  call  New  London  direct. 

The  company  now  furnishes  service  from  7:00  A.  M.  to  10:00  P.  M., 
during  week  days,  and  for  but  short  periods  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  and 
proposes  to  furnish  a  continuous  24-hour  service.  Two  operators  are  now 
employed  by  the  company  at  a  cost  of  $42.00  per  month.  At  least  one  addi- 
tional operator  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  continuous  service. 

The  present  practice  of  the  telephone  company  in  furnishing  service 
to  its  stockholders  at  preferential  rates  is  unlawful  and  discriminatory  and 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  Section  7,  Chapter  152  of  the  General  Laws 
of  1915.  The  proposed  schedule  will  not  increase  the  rate  now  paid  by 
non-stockholders  and  its  application  to  all  subscribers  will  eliminate  the 
discrimination. 

A  number  of  the  rural  lines  receiving  switching  service  at  New  London 
are  also  connected  with  other  towns  where  telephone  exchanges  are  located 
and  the  testimony  indicates  that  a  number  of  the  rural  connecting  com- 
panies would  either  sever  their  connections  with  the  New  London  exchange 
or  would  cut  their  lines  at  such  locations,  dividing  the  subscribers,  so  that 
those  not  requiring  New  London  service  would  only  call  the  other  points 
with  which  the  lines  are  connected  if  they  were  required  to  pay  for  exchange 
s»Tvi<-»'  at  NYw  London. 

It  is  estimated  that  of  the  281  stations  now  directly  connected  with  New 
London,  that  at  least  100  would  drop  the  New  London  service  and  receive 
the  service  from  other  points. 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  books  and  records  of  account  of  the 
New  London  Central  Telephone  Company  and  the  consideration  of  the 
facts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  finds  that  the  proposed  schedule  of  rates 
is  fair  and  reasonable. 

It  is  Th«  n -fort'  ()rd»  rod,  that  the  New  London  Central  Telephone  Com- 
pany be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect  the  fol- 
lowing schedule  of  rates  for  telephone  service  at  New  London,  Minnesota. 

Individual  line  business $l..r>0  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Connecting  company  rural  (multi-party).    .25  per  station  per  month 
'    that    tin-   company    furnish   continuous   24-hour  service,   including 
holidays  and  Sundays. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minnesota,  thia  28th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Blue  Earth  Valley  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  certain  local  exchange  rates  at  Blue  Earth, 


100  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Wells  and  Winnebago,  Minnesota — The  Blue  Kartli  Valley  Tele- 
phone Company,  operated  exchanges  at  Mine  Karlh,  Wells,  Winne- 
bago, Elmore,  Iluntley  and  ("iuckeen,  having  approximately  1,4">() 
subscribers.  An  advance  in  rates  was  proposed  only  for  the  sub- 
scribers at  Blue  Earth,  Wells  and  Winnebago.  An  examination 
of  the  company's  books  and  records  showed  that  the  company  had 
ln'on  supplying  two-party  business  and  two-party  residence  serv- 
ice at  the  same  rates  as  was  charged  for  one-party  service,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  state.  It  further  appeared  that  the  pre- 
vailing rates  were  sufficient  to  pay  a  reasonable  return  upon  the 
actual  investment,  which  was  found  to  be  not  in  excess  of  $70,- 
000.00,  and  to  provide  sufficient  funds  for  a  depreciation  reserve. 
The  Commission  thereupon  made  the  following  order  denying  the 
application :  M-186 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Blue  Earth  Valley  Telephone  Com- 
pany to  increase  certain  of  its  exchange  rates  at  Blue  Earth,  Wells  and 
Winnebago,  Minnesota. 

The  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  at  Blue 
Earth,  August  29th,  and  at  Wells,  August  30,  1917.  There  appeared  in 
behalf  of  the  telephone  company,  Mr.  D.  W.  Gretorex,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  said  company.  There  were  no  appearances  in  opposition  to  the 
said  petition. 

The  Commission  finds  the  following  facts: 

That  the  said  Blue  Earth  Valley  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation, 
operating  exchanges  at  Blue  Earth,  Wells,  Winnebago,  Elmore,  Huntley  and 
Guckeen,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota;  that  the  said  company  has  approxi- 
mately 1,450  subscribers  in  its  exchanges;  that  the  present  application  asks 
for  an  increase  in  exchange  rates  at  Blue  Earth,  Wells  and  Winnebago.  No 
request  for  increase  is  made  at  Elmore,  Huntley  and  Guckeen. 

That  the  telephone  company  in  its  testimony  before  the  Commission 
has  not  separated  the  operating  revenues  and  expenses  of  the  various  ex- 
changes, and  the  Commission  has  only  the  total  before  it  for  consideration. 
The  applicant  claims  that  the  present  value  of  its  'properties  is  $83,- 
078.43.  The  property  was  purchased  during  the  year  1913  for  the  sum  of 
$50,000.00.  Shortly  thereafter  the  said  company  took  an  appraisal  of  its 
properties  and  inventoried  the  same  at  $63,063.40,  which  is  an  arbitrary 
increase  of  over  $13,000.00  over  and  above  the  actual  purchase  price  of 
said  properties.  The  applicant  claims  that  it  has  since  added  to  said  prop- 
erties the  difference  between  said  $63,063.40  and  $83,078.43,  shown  by  their 
books  as  of  December  31,  1917. 

No  present  inventory  has  been  taken  of  the  property,  and  from  the 
evidence  before  the  Commission,  it  finds  that  the  book  value,  as  claimed 
by  the  company,  is  excessive,  and  that  the  reasonable  value  of  said  plant 
for  rate-making  purposes  is  not  in  excess  of  $70,000.00. 

The  Commission  further  finds  that  the  operating  expenses  of  said  com- 
pany, as  shown  by  the  books,  include  various  items  that  this  Commission 
cannot  consider  a  portion  of  the  actual  operating  expenses  of  the  company; 
that,  under  the  present  rates,  the  net  income  of  said  company  is  sufficient. 
to  pay  a  reasonable  return  upon  the  actual  investment  and  to  provide  suffi- 
cient funds  for  a  depreciation  reserve;  that  the  present  rates  for  one-party 
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business  and  one-party   residence   service  art'   fair  and   reasonable  both  to 
the  subscriber  and  to  the  company. 

The  Commission  further  finds  that  the  company  is  furnishing  two-party 
business  telephones  at  the  same  rate  they  are  charging  for  one-party  busi- 
telephones;  also  that  the  company  is  furnishing  two-party  residence 
service  at  the  same  rate  they  are  receiving  for  one-party  residence  tele- 
phones. This  is  a  discrimination  against  those  parties  having  the  two-party 
telephones  and  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  that  the  Blue  Earth  Valley  Telephone  Com- 
pany discontinue  their  two-party  business  service  and  their  two-party  resi- 
dence service,  or  file  with  this  Commission  a  revised  schedule  of  rates, 
establishing  a  rate  for  two-party  business  service  and  a  rate  for  two-party 
residence  service,  which  is  substantially  less  than  the  present  rate,  charged 
for  one-party  business  and  one-party  residence  service,  respectively;  and, 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  that  the  application  of  the  Blue  Earth  Valley 
Telephone  Company  for  an  increase  in  its  telephone  rates  be  denied  and 
the  application  is  hereby  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  30th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Hutchinson  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  local  exchange  rates  at  Hutchinson — The 
Hutchinson  Telephone  Company  had  a  local  exchange  at  Hutchin- 
son, supplying  560  subscribers  in  the  village  of  Hutchinson,  and 
a  number  ^of  rural  lines  serving  402  subscribers.  It  had  a  book 
value,  as  of  .January  1,  1918,  of  $79,969.76.  For  sonic  years  there 
had  been  considerable  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  for 
an  improvement  in  the  service,  to  which  the  company  respoi, 
by  transforming  the  plant  from  a  magneto  system  to  a  central 
energy  system.  A  study  of  the  company's  operating  revenues  and 
expenses  for  the  past  three  years  indicated  that  the  charges  had 
been  too  low  to  maintain  the  plant  in  a  proper  state  of  repair  and 
that  the  net  income  had  not  been  sufficient  to  provide  a  reasonable 
depreciation  i'nnd  and  to  pay  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 
It  appearing  that  the  new  rates  proposed  \\  <  >onal»le  and 

would    not    yield    more    than    siith'cicni    revenue   to    provide    for   the 

•  .ssities  of  the  company,   the   applieation   was   granted.     Th< 
der  follows:  207 

BEFORE    Till-:    i:\ILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OP   THi: 
STA  1INNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Hut<  liinson  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Hutchinson.  Minnesota. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  In  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Hutrhinson, 
Minnesota,  .T  \v.  S.  Clay,  manager,  appearing  for  the  peti- 

tioner.   Tlu-n-  w»-rf>  no  appearances  in  opposition  to  the  application 

The  petitioner  seeks  nuiii  ase  its  local  exchange  rates  as 

follows: 


102  THIRTY-FOURTH  AXXTAL  REPORT 

Present  Rates. 

Individual  line  business '....$2.00  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.50  per  month 

Business  extension  (desk) 50  per  month 

Individi  :\\   lino  residence 1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural  multi-party    1.25  per  month 

Desk  telephones  in  residences  or  anywhere  when  rate  paid 
is  less  than  $1.50  per  month,  according  to  the  classifi- 
cation, $3.00  per  year  extra. 

Proposed   Rates. 

Individual  line  busineLB $2.75  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 2.25  per  month 

Business  extension  50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.75  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Four-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Residence  extension  (wall) 25  per  month 

Rural  multi-party 1.50  per  month 

Desk  telephones  where  rate  is  less  than  $2.25  per  month, 

25  cents  per  month  extra. 

A   discount  of  25  cents  per  month  will  be  allowed  if  the 
service   is  paid   on   or   before   the   10th   of  the   month 
following  ihat  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 
Xo  discount  allowed  on  extension  telephones. 

On  rural  multi-party  service,  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  will  be 
allowed  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  10th  of  the  month  following  the 
quarter  for  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

The  Hutchinson  Telephone  Company  operates  a  local  telephone  ex- 
change in  the  village  of  Hutchinson  and  an  extensive  rural  system  in  the 
vicinity,  serving  a  total  of  963  subscribers,  of  which  159  are  business,  401 
residence  and  403  rural.  Until  recently,  the  -company  has  operated  a  mag- 
neto system,  a  large  part  of  the  outside  plant  being  open  wire  construction. 
Because  of  the  age  and  condition  of  the  plant  and  an  apparent  lack  of 
maintenance,  the  public  have  brought  considerable  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  company  during  the  past  three  or  four  years  for  an  improvement  in 
the  service.  About  three  years  ago,  the  company  began  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  an  improvement  in  the  service  by  replacing  a  considerable  portion 
of  its  open  wire  plant  with  aerial  and  underground  cable  and  during  the 
year  1917  added  the  necessary  subscribers'  station  and  central  office  equip- 
ment, converting  the  entire  town  plant  from  magneto  to  a  central  energy 
system. 

A  partial  examination  was  made  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  book  value  of  the  plant  as  of  December  31,  1916,  was  found 
to  be  $72,778.42.  Additions  and  betterments  to  the  plant  during  the  year 
1917  were  made  at  a  gross  cost  of  $13;885.97.  The  plant  removed  was  of 
the  value  of  $6,694.63,  leaving  an  increased  cost  of  the  plant  and  equip- 
ment of  $7,191.34,  making  the  total  book  value  as  of  January  1,  1918, 
$79,969.76.  An  examination  of  the  operating  revenues  and  expenses  of  the 
company  for  the  last  three  years  show  particularly  that  the  charges  for 
maintenance  have  been  much  lower  than  are  necessary  to  properly  keep  in 
repair  a  plant  of  the  type  and  size  under  consideration,  and  that  the  net 
income  has  not  been  sufficient  to  provide  for  a  reasonable  depreciation 
reserve  and  pay  a  fair  return  on  the  value  of  the  plant. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  proposed  rates  are  fair  and  reasonable 
and  will  not  yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  neces- 
sary operating  and  maintenance  expense  of  the  plant  and  also  provide  for 
depreciation  and  a  reasonable  return  on  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Hutchinson  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  May  1,  1915, 
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the  following  schedule  of  rates   for  local  and  rural   telephone   service  at 

Hutchinson,  Minn.: 

Individual  line  business $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business s . . .  2.25  per  month  gross 

Business  extensions   50  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence 1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence l.LT>  per  month  gross 

Residence  extension 25  per  month  net 

Multi-party  rural   1.50  per  month  gross 

Desk  telephones  in  residences,  25  cents  per  month  in  addition 
to  the  regular  rate. 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  if  the  bill  is 
paid  on  or  before  the  10th  of  the  month  following  that  in  which  the 
service  is  rendered,  except  for  rural  multi-party  service,  a  discount 
of  25  cents  per  month  will  be  allowed  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  be- 
fore the  10th  of  the  month  following  the  quarter  in  which  the  serv- 
ice is  rendered.  All  service  to  be  billed  at  the  gross  rate  except 
where  quoted  net. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Vergas  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Vergas,  Minne- 
sota— The  Vergas  Telephone  Company,  owned  and  operated  by 
Joseph  Mistelski,  conducted  a  telephone  business  at  Vergas,  serv- 
ing 30  local  subscribers  and  125  rural  subscribers,  as  well  as 
switching  for  26  stations  on  other  rural  lines.  Investigation  re- 
pealed that  the  revenues  derived  from  the  plant  could  not  main- 
tain the  plant  in  a  proper  manner  and  provide  for  a  depreciation 
reserve.  The  Commission  accordingly  permitted  an  increase  in 
by  the  following  order:  .M  289 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Vergas  Telephone  Company  to  in- 
crease its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Vergas,  Minn. 
The  foregoing  matter  came  on  for  hearing  pursuant  to  notice  duly  given. 
at  Vergas.  Minn  .  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1918.     There  appeared  in 
behalf  of  the  Vergas  Telephone  Company,  Mr.  Joseph  Mistelski,  owner  and 
manager  of  said  compa 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  Vergas  Telephone  Company  is  operating 
a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Vergas,  Minn.;  that  said  company  has  approxi- 
!y   thirty   telephones   in   'he  village  of  Vergas  and   125  rural  stations 
ed  by  said  company  outside  of  the  said  village,  and  also  switches  twenty- 
nations  on  other  rural  lines;   that  the  value  of  said  plant  and  equip- 
ment is  approximately  tin-  sum  of  $5,000.00;  that  the  said  manager,  besides 
his  duties  <>f  manager  of  said  iso  acts  as  lineman  and  operator  a 

r  th.    tiiip  :    -!i:r   said  plant  is  operated  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and 
the  present  reven  ;  from  operating  at  the  present  rates  Is  insuffi- 

<  i*  nt    to  said   plant    and   pay   the  necessary  operating  expenses 

and  :.  preeiaiion  r-  ..it   tin-  proposed  rates  are  fair  and 

d  will  furnish  a  reasonable  return  to  the  owner  for  operating 
expenses  and  depreciation  charges. 
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It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Vergas  Telephone  Company  is  here'by 
permitted  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule  of  local  and  rural  tele- 
phone rates,  effective  May  l,  1918: 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party   residence    1.25  per  month 

Rural  multi-party    1.25  per  month 

That  the  foregoing  rates  are  subject  to  a  discount  of  10  per  cent  if 
paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Hendrum  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Hendrum,  Minnesota— 
The  Hendrum  Telephone  Company,  operating  a  lo'cal  and  rural 
service  from  its  exchange  at  Hendrum,  asked  of  the  Commission 
permission  to  advance  its  rate  of  $11.00  a  year  for  all  classes  of 
service,  to  $18.00  a  year,  also  retaining  the  rule  that  an  additional 
$2.00  a  year  should  be  paid  in  all  cases  in  which  the  instrument 
was  owned  by  the  company.  Out  of  47  local  telephones,  26  were 
owned  by  subscribers,  and  out  of  158  rural  stations,  the  subscrib- 
ers owned  116  telephones.  The  Commission  ruled  that  in  order 
to  supply  efficient  telephone  service,  the  telephone  company  should 
have  entire  charge  of  the  entire  plant  and  that  it  was  improper 
practice  to  permit  subscribers  to  own  instruments  and  thereby  ob- 
tain preferential  rates.  The  company  was  directed  to  supply  all 
facilities  and  equipment  necessary  for  operating  its  telephone  sys- 
tem. The  Commission  also  found  that  the  former  rates  were  in- 
adequate and  authorized  an  increase  by  the  following  order: 

M-235 

BEFORE   THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Hendrum  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Hendrum,  Minn. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Hendrum, 
.Minn.,  September  18,  1917,  M.  S.  Fremstad,  president;   E.  F.  Rustad,  man- 
ager, and  three  stockholders  appearing  for  the  company.     There  were  no 
appearances  in  protest  to  the  petition. 

The  Hendrum  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  organized  in  1903 
and  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Hendrum,  Minn.,  and  rural 
lines  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  serving  20  business  stations,  27  residence 
stations  in  the  village  and  158  rural  subscribers.  For  some  time  past,  this 
company  has  charged  for  its  service  to  all  classes  of  patrons,  $11.00  per 
annum,  except  where  the  telephone  company  owned  the  telephone  instru- 
ment, in  which  case  an  additional  charge  of  $2.00  per  annum  has  been 
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made.     The   company   seeks   authority   to   place   into  effect   the   following 

schedule: 

Individual  line  business $18.00  per  annum 

Individual  line  residence 13.00  per  annum 

Rural  multi-party   15.00  per  annum 

with  an  additional  charge  of  $2.00  per  annum  in  all  cases 
where  the  telephone  company  owns  the  telephone  instru- 
ment. 

The  Commission  finds  that  of  the  20  business  subscribers  the  company 
furnishes  8  of  the  instruments  and  the  subscribers  12;  that  of  the  27  resi- 
dence subscribers  the  company  furnishes  13  instruments  and  the  subscribers 
14,  and  of  the  158  rural  subscribers  the  company  furnishes  42  and  the  sub- 
scribers 116.  The  company  has  maintained  all  instruments  except  that  in 
the  case  of  telephones  owned  by  the  subscriber,  he  paid  for  battery  re- 
newals. 

The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  whether  the  subscriber  owns 
the  telephone  instrument  or  whether  the  company  furnishes  all  of  the 
equipment  and  apparatus  necessary  to  the  furnishing  of  the  service  that 
the  subscribers  are  nevertheless  receiving  a  like  and  contemporaneous 
service  under  similar  circumstances.  Telephone  companies  in  furnishing 
telephone  service  must  be  responsible  for  the  operation,  maintenance  and 
care  of  the  entire  physical  property  of  the  company  in  order  to  furnish  good 
telephone  service.  Where  certain  subscribers  of  a  telephone  company  own 
a  portion  of  the  plant  in  service,,  the  company  is  not  responsible  for  that 
portion  of  the  plant  and  is  unable  under  those  conditions  to  properly  per- 
form its  duties.  Ownership  of  the  telephone  instrument  by  the  subscriber 
is  improper  practice  and  the  furnishing  of  service  at  a  preferential  rate 
therefore  is  unlawful  and  the  condition  should  be  adjusted  by  the  telephone 
company  acquiring  ownership  of  that  portion  of  the  property  owned  by  the 
subscribers.  This  arrangement  places  the  entire  property  under  the  full 
control  of  the  company,  which  is  then  responsible  for  the  operation  and 
maintenance,  and  thus  enables  it  to  furnish  a  better  telephone  service. 

Upon  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books  and  records  of  accounts  of 
the  petitioner,  the  Commission  finds  that  the  present  rates  charged  by  the 
company  are  inadequate,  and  approves  the  following  schedule,  which  are 
fair  and  reasonable  rates,  and  will  not  yield  more  than  sufficient  operating 
revenues  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  depreciation  and 
return  on  the  investment.  , 

I  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Hendrum  Telephone  Company  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  May  1,  1918,  the 
following  schedule  of  rates  for  the  local  exchange  service  at  Hendrum, 
Minn.: 

Individual   line  business $1.75  per  month 

Individual   line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Rural  multi-party    1.25  per  month 

Service  within  the  village  to  be  paid  for  monthly  in  ad- 
vance, and  all  rural  service  to  be  paid  quarterly  in  advance. 
I-   I     Mirth »T  Ordered,  That  the  Hendrum  Telephone  Company  furnish 
all  facilities  and  «Mjuii»iin-ni  nr<-< -ssary  in  rendering  telephone  service  to  Its 
subscribe 

the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secret  a; 
Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  this  nth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Wastedo  Telephone  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  its  rates  at  Wastedo,  Minnesota — The  AV;ist  «•.!«> 
Telephone  ('oni]>;my,  nwnrd  by  tin'  L.  .1.  Johnson  <-s1;it<-  of  \\ 
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tedo,  operal  ural  lines,  serving  2.">1   subscribers,  with  a  total 

pole  mileage  of  114  miles.  Since  its  organization  in  1902,  rural 
subscribers  have  paid  7.~>  rents  a  month,  and  business  subscribers, 
live  in  number,  paid  $1.00  a  month.  Permission  was  sought  to 
charge  a  flat  rate  of  $1.00  a  month  against  all  subscribers,  it 
appeared  upon  careful  examination  of  the  company's  books  and 
records  that  the  revenues  barely  sufficed  to  cover  the  ordinary 
operating  and  maintenance  expenses,-  and  the  Commission  there- 
for granted  the  application.  The  order  follows:  M-138 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF   THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 
In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Wastedo  Telephone  Company  for 

authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  telephone  service  at  Wastedo,  Minne- 

sota. 

This  case  came  on  for  hearing  at  Cannon  Falls,  Minnesota,  February  13, 
1917,  E.  W.  Johnson,  manager,  appearing  for  the  petitioner.  There  were  no 
other  appearances  for  or  against  the  application. 

The  property  of  the  Wastedo  Telephone  Company  is  owned  by  the 
estate  of  L.  J.  Johnson,  of  Wastedo,  Minnesota.  Construction  of  the  tele- 
phone system  began  in  1902,  and  the  system  has  grown  from  a,  few 
subscribers  at  that  time,  to  251  stations,  as  of  December  31,  1917. 

Wastedo  is  an  inland  settlement,  8  1/2  miles  south  of  Cannon  Falls. 
Practically  all  of  the  subscribers  are  farmers  and  country  stores,  there 
being  no  business  at  Wastedo  other  than  a  general  store  operated  by  the 
Johnson  estate.  The  251  subscribers  are  served  over  35  lines,  the  plant 
consisting  of  approximately  114  miles  of  pole  line,  carrying  approximately 
271  miles  of  wire.  The  company  also  operates  nine  miles  of  metallic  iron 
toll  circuit  between  Wastedo  and  Zumbrota,  Minnesota. 

Since  its  organization,  the  company  has  and  is  now  charging  75  cents 
per  month  for  the  service  to  rural  subscribers  and  $1.00  per  month  for  the 
service  to  its  'business  subscribers.  All  .but  five  of  the  present  stations  are 
paying  the  75-cent  rate.  The  Petitioner  seeks  authority  to  charge  all  of 
its  subscribers  the  rate  of  $1.00  per  month. 

The  company  claims  a  valuation  of  $18,000.00.  Much  of  the  original 
plant  has  been  reconstructed  and  the  class  of  construction  is  much  better 
than  is  usually  found  on  ordinary  rural  lines.  Considering  the  amount  of 
plant  in  service,  the  class  of  construction  used  and  the  condition  of  the 
plant,  the  claimed  value  can  be  but  little,  if  any,  exaggerated. 

Upon  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  books  and  records  of  account 
of  the  telephone  company,  the  Commission  finds  that  during  the  last 
three  years  the  revenues  have  barely  been  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the 
ordinary  operating  and  maintenance  expenses,  and  that  the  proposed  rate 
will  not  materially  increase  the  net  earnings  of  the  company,  and  is  fair 
and  reasonable. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Wastedo  Telephone  Company  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  Miay  1,  1918,  the 
rate  of  $1.00  per  month  for  each  of  its  subscribers  served  by  the  system. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Albany  Telephone   Company  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Albany,  Minnesota  — 
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The  Albany  Telephone  Company,  owned  by  A.  H.  Wester,  oper- 
ated a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Albany,  with  91  subscribers 
and  in  addition  some  rural  lines  witli  27  subscribers  and  supplied 
switching  service  to  several  rural  companies.  Permission  was 
sought  to  reclassify  the  service  so  as  to  provide  two-party  line 
business  and  residence  service  in  addition  to  the  individual  line 
ice,  to  increase  the  rates  for  the  latter,  and  also  to  increase 
the  rate  for  the  rural  multi-party  service.  While  the  records  of 
the  company  were  incomplete,  the  Commission  found  that  the 
proposed  rates  would  not  yield  more  than  enough  to  provide  for 
operating  expenses,  a  depreciation  reserve  and  a  fair  return  upon 
the  investment.  The  Commission  issued  the  following  order: 

M-235 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In   the  matter  of  the   application  of   the  Albany   Telephone   Company   for 

authority  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Albany,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Albany, 
Minnesota,  October  19,  1917,  A.  H.  Wester,  proprietor,  appearing  in  his 
own  behalf.  There  were  no  appearances  in  opposition  to  the  petition. 

A.  H.  Wester,  doing  business  as  the  Albany  Telephone  Company,  oper- 
ates a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Albany,  Minnesota,  with  rural  lines  in 
the  vicinity  thereof  and  furnishes  service  to  43  business  subscribers,  48 

ience  subscribers  and  27  rural  subscribers.  Service  is  also  furnished 
to  several  small  rural  companies  on  a  switching  basis. 

The  present  rates  of  the  company  are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business $1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural   multi-party    1.00  per  month 

Rural  switching  25  per  month 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  into  effect  the  following  sched- 
ule: 

Individual  line  business   $2.00  per  month 

Two-party  line  business    1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence   1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence  1.00  per  month 

Rural  multiparty   (company  owned) 1.25  per  month 

Rural  switching  25  per  month 

The  Albany  \\  a     \  urchased  on  June  1,  1915,  for  $3,600.00  by 

A    II    Wester  and  a  partner,  whom  he  afterwards  bought  out,  the  exchange 

at  that  time  serving  93  sb.it ions,   including  rural   subscribers.     The  plant 

was  constructed  by  the  original  owners  during  the  year  1906.    The  records 

he  company  were  found  to  be  very  incomplete  as  to  the  cost  of  the 

plant,  but  it  appears  t  ly  after  the  purchase,  the  owners  began 

to  do  considerable  reconstruction   work.     A:  \haustive  examination 

the   record  'hat    additions  and   betterments   to 

oi  purchase  added   to   the  purchase  price  of  the 

plant  hrinus  t!  alue  to  approximately  $5,144.00. 

icn    finds    th.it    the   proposed   rates   will    not    yield    more 
than  a  suili<  or  the  necessary  oper.* 

expeiiM    .   d- pn<-iati.m   :«"d  a  fair  return   on  the  investment  and  that  the 
rates  thereunder  are  fair  and  reasonable. 
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It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Albany  Telephone  Company  be,  and 
-a me  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  into  effect  as  of  May  1,  1918,  the  fol- 
edule  of  rates  for  local  exchange  service  at  Albany,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business    $2.00  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence    1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence   1.00  per  month 

Multi-party    rural    (company   owned) 1.25  per  month 

Rural  switching 25  per  month 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  that  the  Albany  Telephone  Company  install  an 
adeq  'em  of  records  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system  of 

accounts  prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.   C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Ivanhoe  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Ivanhoe,  Minnesota — The 
Ivanhoe  Telephone  Company,  serving  39  business  houses  and  41 
residences  in  Ivanhoe  and  107  farms  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  al- 
leged that  its  revenues  were  inadequate  and  requested  permission 
to  make  a  general  increase.  The  Commission  found  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  rural  subscribers  had  not  paid  their  telephone  bills 
for  a  year  or  more;  that  the  records  of  the  company  were  in  sii'-h 
condition  that  a  compilation  of  the  revenues  and  expenses  was 
very  difficult  ami  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  detailed  analysis 
of  all  labor  performed  and  all  material  purchased  and  used  during 
the  period  examined.  It  was  found  that  the  prevailing  rates  were 
sufficient  to  yield  a  fair  return  and  to  provide  a  depreciation  re- 
serve and  the  expenses  of  operation  and  maintenance.  The  Com- 
mission thereupon  denied  the  application  and  directed  the  com- 
pany to  install  a  system  of  records  and  accounts  in  accordance 
with  the  uniform  system  prescribed  by  the  Commission.  The  or- 
der follows:  M-234 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  miatter  of  the  application  of  the  Ivanhoe  Telephone   Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  local   exchange  rates  at  Ivanhoe,   Minnesota. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Ivanhoe, 
Minnesota,  October  5,  1917,  G.   L.  Jiacquot,  president;    R.   F.   Schultz,  vice 
president,   and   W,   W.    Panneck,   secretary,   appeared    for    the    petitioner. 
Although  there  were  a  number  of  the  'business  men  of  the  village  present 
at  the  hearing,  no  evidence  was  offered  in  opposition  to  the  application. 
The   present  rates  of  the   company  are   $1.50   per  month  for  business 
ions,   $1.00  per  month  for  residence  stations,  and  $1.00  per  month   for 
rural  stations.     Tt  seeks  authority  1o  place  into  effect  the  following  sched- 
ule: 

Individual  line  'business  $2.25  per  month 

Individual  line  residence   1.50  per  month 

Rural  multi-party 1.50  per  month 
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The  Ivanhoe  Telephone  Company  is  a  co-partnership,  organized  July 
1,  1914,  at  which  time  it  purchased  the  Ivanhoe  exchange  from  the  Farmers 
Telephone  Company  of  Gary,  S.  D.,  for  $3,087.00.  The  company  operates  a 
local  telephone  exchange  within  the  village  of  Ivanhoe  and  rural  lines  in 
the  vicinity  thereof.  It  serves  a  total  of  187  stations,  of  which  39  are  busi- 
ness, 41  residence  and  107  rural.  The  company  also  operates  a  toll  circuit 
between  Ivanhoe  and  Hendricks,  Minnesota.  In  its  petition,  the  company 
claims  a  plant  value  of  $5,200.00,  and  at  the  hearing,  a  value  of  $6,500.00 
was  claimed.  No  inventory  or  valuation  of  the  property  has  been  made 
by  the  petitioner  or  the  Commission.  The  Commission's  accountant  found 
the  books  of  the  company  in  very  poor  condition  and  incomplete.  Ap- 
parently very  little  effort  has  been  mude  to  collect  revenues  due  from  the 
rural  subscribers,  as  the  majority  had  not  paid  for  their  service  for  a  year 
or  more.  Because  of  the  condition  of  the  records,  compilation  of  the 
revenues  and  expenses  was  found  very  difficult  and  it  was  necessary  to 
nuake  a  detailed  analysis  of  all  labor  performed  and  all  material  purchased 
and  used  during  the  period  examined. 

The  Commission  finds  that  under  the  present  rates  the  revenues  of 
the  company  are  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  operating  expenses,  main- 
tenance, depreciation  and  a  fair  return  on  the  claimed  value  of  the  plant. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  application  be  denied  and  the  case 
dismissed;  also  that  the  Ivanhoe  Telephone  Company  install  a  system  of 
records  and  accounts  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system  of  accounts 
for  telephone  companies  prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918, 

Application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  purchase  certain  properties  of  the  Tri-State 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company;  and  the  application  of  the  Tri- 
State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  to  purchase  certain  ex- 
changes and  toll  lines  in  Minnesota  of  the  Standard  Telephone 
Company,  and  also  certain  telephone  exchanges  and  toll  lines  of 
Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company — The  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph. Company  were  competing  companies  within  the  state  of 
Minnesota,  each  company  virtually  covering  the  entire  state  with 
its  local  exchanges  and  toll  systems.  By  reason  of  the  public  de- 
mand for  elimination  of  duplicated  services,  the  greatly  increased 
cost  of  help,  material  and  supplies,  due  to  the  war,  and  the  inad- 
visability  of  demanding  a  substantial  increase  in  telephone  rat.-s. 
the  companies  concluded  that  it  would  be  to  their  interest,  to  the 
interest  of  their  patrons  and  the  public  generally,  to  hrinp  an  end 
to  competition,  to  divide  the  state  into  two  districts  or  zones  and 
to  unify  and  consolidate  the  telephone  system  and  the  telephone 
service  within  the  respective  /ones.  The  Commission  was  requested 
to  give  ;ion  to  the  purchase  of  all  Tri  I'clephone  & 

Telegraph     (    'inpaiiy     properties     in     northern     Minnesota     1>\      the 

.chan.L'e    Company    and    lo    the    pure', 
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of  all  the  Northwestern  properties  in  southern  Minnesota  by  I  lie 
Tri-State  Company.  It  was  agreed  that  the  dividing  line  between 
the  northern  r.nd  southern  /ones  should  follow  the  northern  boun- 
daries of  Washington,  Ramsey,  Dakota,  Scott,  Carver,  McLeod, 
Kenville  and  Yellow  Medieine  counties.  Within  the  territory  north 
of  such  line  the  Northwestern  Company  was  to  purchase  all  ihe 
local  exchange  and  long  distance  properties  of  the  Tri-State  Com- 
pany, including  its  holdings  in  the  Becker-Mahnomen  Telephone 
Company,  Zenith  Telephone  Company,  Stevens  County  Telephone 
Company,  Roseau  Telephone  Company  and  Clover  Belt  Telephone 
Company.  Within  the  territory  south  of  this  line  the  Tri-State 
Company  was  to  purchase  all  the  local  exchange  and  long  distance 
properties  of  the  Northwestern  Company  with  the  exception  of  toll 
lines  extending  from  the  Twin  Cities  eastward  by  way  of  Hudson 
to  Wisconsin;  southward  by  way  of  Red  Wing,  Wabasha  and 
Winona  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin;  and  southward  by  way  of  Man- 
kato  and  Worthington,  and  also  by  way  of  Granite  Falls,  Mar- 
shall and  Pipestone  into  South  Dakota,  which  toll  lines  were  to  be 
retained  by  the  Northwestern  Company  for  its  long  distance  serv- 
ice. The  agreement  also  included  the  sale  of  the  property  of  the 
Standard  Telephone  Company  of  Waukon,  Iowa,  located  in  Hous- 
ton and  Fillmore  counties,  to  the  Tri-State  Company.  Notices  of 
hearing  were  sent  to  every  city  and  village  clerk  in  the  state  of 
Minnesota  and  to  every  commercial  club  or  other  representative 
civic  body  in  the  state,  but  only  one  person,  the  city  attorney  of 
Red  Wing,  appeared  in  opposition  to  the  plan  for  division  of  ter- 
ritory and  unification  of  service  by  the  two  companies.  The  civic 
bodies  of  the  state  generally  approved  the  plan,  believing  it  would 
eliminate  duplication  of  properties  and  investment  and  thereby 
eliminate  a  great  expense  and  waste  due  to  competitive-  conditions 
in  about  thirty  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  state.  The  Commission 
after  careful  deliberation  granted  the  petitions,  its  order  being  so 
drawn  as  to  safeguard  every  conceivable  interest  and  right  of  the 
telephone  subscribers,  the  stockholders  and  general  public.  The 
order  follows :  M-316 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  OF  -THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company,  to  purchase  certain  properties  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company;  and  the  application  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  to  purchase  certain  exchanges  and  toll  lines  in 
Minnesota  of  the  Standard  Telephone  Company;  and  the  application 
of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  for  permission  to 
pnrchnse  certain  telephone  exchanges  and  toll  lines  of  the  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company  in  the  State  of  Minnesota. 
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The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission 
April  29,  1918,  at  the  office  of  the  Commission,  State  Capitol,  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.  There  appeared  in  support  of  said  iapplications  E.  A.  Prender- 
gast,  attorney  for  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company,  and  C. 
B.  Randall,  attorney  for  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  and 
G.  H.  Pr.it t,  vice  president  for  the  Standard  Telephone  Company.  Also 
there  were  present  representatives  of  a  number  of  civic  and  commercial 
bodies  and  of  municipalities  within  the  state.  Mr.  C.  P.  Hall,  representing 
the  council  of  the  City  of  Red  Wing,  being  the  only  appearance  in  oppo- 
sition. The  Commission  finds: 

That  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  is  a  corporation 
organized  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Minnesota  ani  is  engaged  in  the 
business  of  operating  extensive  telephone  properties,  including  toll,  ex- 
change and  rural,  within  the  state  of  Minnesota  and  neighboring  states; 

That  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  is  a  corporation 
organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  is  engaged  in  carrying 
on  a  general  telephone  business,  including  toll,  exchange  and  rural  lines, 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota  and  neighboring  states; 

That  the  Standard  Telephone  Company  is  'a  corporation  organized  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  general  tele- 
phone business,  including  toll,  exchange  and  rural  lines,  within  a  limited 
•area  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  adjacent  to  the  Iowa  line,  with  additional 
properties  in  the  State  of  Iowa; 

That  the  said  ^Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the 
said  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  are  competing  companies 
extending  throughout  the  State  of  Minnesota,  with  no  facilities  for  the 
interchange  of  business;  that  the  applications  filed  herein  are  filed  pursuant 
to  and  in  furtherance  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  said  telephone  companies 
to  unify  the  telephone  system  within  the  State  of  Minnesota  and  to  elimi- 
nate duplication  of  properties  and  investment  in  compliance  with  demands 
of  civic  bodies  in  the  state;  that  the  application  of  each  company  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  allowance  of  the  other  application;  that  the  properties 
described  in  the  application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany are  situated  north  of  a  line  drawn  across  the  State  of  Minnesota  from 
the  eastern  'boundary  to  the  western  boundary,  dividing  the  state  into  * 
north  and  a  south  territory,  and  are  all  the  properties  of  the  Pri-State 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  situated  in  said  north  territory  and  tho 
approval  of  said  application  will  discontnue  the  operation  of  siaid  Tri-State 
company  in  said  territory.  That  the  properties  described  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  include  all  the  prop- 
erties of  the  Standard  Telephone  Company  situated  in  the  State  of  Minne- 
which  are  all  in  the  said  south  territory  and  also  all  the  properties 

he  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  situated  in  the  said 
south  territory;  excepting  five  exchanges  in  the  southwestern  portion  of 
the  state,  which  are  retained  by  the  Northwestern  Telephone  i:\i-h-ange 
Company,  to  foe  operated  by  them  as  a  part  of  their  territory;  and  also 
excepting  certain  toll  trunk  lines  retained  by  the  Northwestern  Telephone 
Exchange  Company  to  furnish  facilities  for  their  long  haul  interstate  toll 
serv  i 

The  allowance  of  the  application  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph Company  will  eliminate  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
from  carrying  on  In;  in  rn   territory  with  the  excep- 

tion of  the  in  numerated.    The  allowance  of  these  applications  will 

eliminate  competition  .ill  points  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  there 

remaining  only   12  competing  points. 

ion  of  competition  at  the  request  of  competing  companies 
should  be  given  the  most  run-fiii  <'on>id»Tat ion.  P. <  fore  the  passage  of  the 
Telephone  Act  by  th«  ire  of  the  Sitate  o  >ota,  whereby  the 

ites  furnished  by  the  telephone  <-<>mp;inies  were  placed  under 
tin-  jiirixli«  on  (,f  this  Commission,  many  conun unities  had  found  that  non- 
competitive  conditions  were  unbearable  and  many  independent  local  tele- 
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phone  companies  were  promoted  by  the  local  communities  in  order  that 
they  might  procure  suit.tble  telephone  service  and  reasonable  rates,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  organization  of  many  of  the  companies  or  exchange  plants 
that  will  be  eliminated  by  the  proposed  division  of  territory.  Since  state 
legislative  enactment  has  placed  the  regulation  of  telephone  rates  iand 

ice  in  the  hands  of  the  Commission,  all  the  causes  that  formerly  gave 
rise  to  the  demand  for  competitive  conditions,  can  now  be  adjusted  through 
0  this  Commission  and  by  investigation  and  orders  issued  by 
the  Commission.  Competitive  telephone  conditions  have  given  rise  to  the 
duplication  of  investments  and  much  annoyance  to  the  patrons,  due  to  the 
inability  of  the  subscribers  of  one  telephone  to  reach  the  subscribers  of 
the  competitive  telephone  system.  The  duplication  of  both  the  investment 
and  organization  of  officials  and  employes  hias  placed  an  additional  financial 
burden  upon  the  telephone  public  and  in  many  instances  competition  has 
developed  expensive  selling  forces  and  agencies  that  have  greatly  added  to 
the  expense  of  operating  the  companies. 

With  the  present  trend  of  abnormal  costs  of  supplies  and  equipment 
of  all  sorts  and  the  steady  increase  of  wages,  the  telephone  companies  are 
fast  approaching  the  point  where  they  will  be  seeking  additional  revenue 
by  -a  general  raise  in  telephone  rates.  The  elimination  of  duplication  of 
investment  and  organization  and  the  elimination  of  expenses  incidental  to 
competition  should  materially  aid  the  telephone  companies  to  maintain 
their  present  standard  of  service  without  any  appreciable  addition  to  their 
operating  revenues. 

The  division  of  the  state  into  practically  two  territories  operated  by 
individual  companies  will  give  rise  to  a  demand  for  many  jointly  owned 
lines  connecting  the  two  telephone  systems.  The  applicants  in  this  matter 
have  signified  their  intention  of  co-operating  and  maintaining  such  connect- 
ing lines  as  the  traffic  from  time  to  time  may  demand,  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Commission  to  see  that  sufficient  telephone  facilities  are  furnished 
to  the  public  to  meet  all  reasonable  demands  that  the  public  may  make. 

The  present  applications  do  not  in  any  manner  affect  any  of  the  present 
rates,  regulations  and  service  now  in  force  in  the  operation  of  exchanges 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  all  properties  herein  (authorized  to  be  trans- 
ferred or  the  control  purchased  by  one  of  the  applicants,  shall  be  operated 
under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  rates  as  now  control  until  such 
time  as  the  Commission  may  'authorize  a  change  or  modification  of  such 
rates,  regulations  and  service  or  discontinuance  of  said  properties;  except 
that  the  division  of  territory  and  the  elimination  of  one  of  the  companies  in 
each  of  the  respective  territories  neccessitate  some  ruling  as  to  the  inter- 
change of  toll  business  between  the  respective  lines  on  and  after  July  1,  1918. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  and  the  Tri-State 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  have  on  file  with  this  Commission  their 
respective  schedules  of  toll  rates  covering  practically  the  entire  territory 
of  the  State  of  Minnesota.  From  a  recent  study  of  toll  conditions  and 
admissions  by  representatives  of  the  interested  companis,  by  far  the 
greater  percentage  of  the  toll  traffic  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  is  handled 
by  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company.  The  variance  in  toll 
rates,  according  to  the  schedules  of  said  companies  on  file,  affect  only  a 
small  percentage  of  cases,  and  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  continue  in 
operation  only  one  set  of  these  rates  and  regulations.  Less  traffic  condi- 
tions will  be  affected  toy  the  placing  in  force  the  Northwestern  Telephone 
Exchange  Company's  rules  and  regulations  governing  toll  traffic. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  is  seeking  to  purchase 
a  majority  of  the  capital  stock  and  other  obligations  of  certain  independent 
telephone  companies  which  are  now  controlled  by  the  Tri-State  Telephone 
&  Telegraph  Company.  This  might  possibly  work  a  hardship  on  the 
owners  of  the  minority  shares  of  stock  of  said  companies,  and  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  majority  interest  should  purchase  the  stock  of  the  minority 
stockholders  at  the  same  figure  as  they  are  purchasing  the  stock  of  the 
controlling  interest. 
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The  approval  of  the  present  application  in  no  manner  restricts  or 
establishes  «a  precedent  that  will  interfere  with  the  granting  of  indeterm- 
inate permits  to  telephone  companies  to  compete  in  any  city  or  village  ill 
the  State  of  Minnesota  should  occasion  arise  where  competitive  conditions 
would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  is  hereby  authorized  and  permitted  to  purchase  the  following 
described  properties  situated  in  the  Stiate  of  Minnesota,  to-wit: 

Those  certain  telephone  exchanges  located  at  Badger,  Barnum,  Bloom- 
ington,  Braham,  Brainerd,  Brook  Park,  Cambridge,  East  Grand  Forks,  Ex- 
celsior, Foley,  Graceville,  Grandy,  Greenbush,  Hinckley,  Isanti,  Lindstrom, 
Litchfield,  Milaca,  Minneapolis,  Moose  Lake,  Mora,  North  Branch,  Ogilvie, 
Onamia,  Ortonville,  Pine  City,  Princeton,  Rush  City,  Thief  River  Falls, 
Wahkon. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  telephone  property  furnishing  exchange 
service  in  Hopkins,  Robbinsdale,  Columbia  Heights,  and  St.  Louis  Park 
from  switchboards  located  in  Minneapolis;  Grasston  from  an  exchange  at 
Braham  and  Barrows  and  Merrifield  from  the  Brainerd  switchboard. 

That  said  applicant  is  also  authorized  to  purchase  the  majority  of  the 
capital  stock  and  such  other  obligations  as  said  Tri-State  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  owns  in  the  following  companies,  to-wit:  . 

Becker-Mahnomen  Company,  operating  exchanges  at  Detroit,  Calla- 
way,  Ogema  and  Mahnomen. 

Zenith  Telephone  Company,  operating  exchanges  at  Duluth,  Cloquet 
and  Carlton,  with  exchange  service  in  Proctorknott  from  the  Duluth 
Board. 

Stevens  County  Telephone  Company  with  an  exchange  at  Morris. 
Roseau  Telephone  Company  with  an  exchange  at  Roseau,  Minnesota, 
Clover    Belt    Telephone    Company,    operating    exchanges    at    Sand- 
stone and  Bruno,  Minnesota. 

That  said  applicant,  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company,  is 
authorized  to  purchase  from  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany all  toll  lines  situaitd  norrli  of  <a  line  described  as  follows,  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota: 

Commencing  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
westward  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the  county  of  Washington; 
thence  southerly  along  the  western  boundary  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington; thence  westerly  along  tho  northern  boundary  of  the  county 
of  Riamsey  to  the  northwest  corner  of  said  county;  thence  southerly 
along  the  westerly  boundary  of  Ramsey  county  to  Dakota  county; 
thence  westerly  along  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Dakota,  Scott, 
Carver,  McLeod,  Renville  and  Yellow  Medicine  counties  to  the  westerly 
boundary  of  the  state;  together  with  the  toll  exchanges  located  at  St. 
Cloud,  Crookston,  Moorhead,  Willin  u.  and  Apploton,  in  the  State  of 
Minna* 

Said  toll  lines  are  more  particularly  designated  and  described  by  that 
certain  map  or  plat  on  file  with  this  Commission  in  said  hearing. 

That  the  sale  and  transfer  of  said  properties  is  authorized  subject  to 
the  conditions  and  limitations  hereinafter  set  ford). 

That  tin-  Tri  s?;ite  Telephone  ;  aph  Company  is  hereby  author- 

ized and  permitted  to  pun-has*-  from  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  the  following  described  properties;  the  telephone  exchanges  sit* 
uated  in  the  following  cities  Mini  villages: 

Bt  Pan;  miberton,  Bird  Island,  Olivia, 

.icy,    Owatonna,    Austin.    I'anhanlt,    Le   Sueur.    Northfleld, 

Mankato,  Winona,    Still\\  ul,   Savage,  Granite   Falls, 

Ne^  lye,  \Vindom,  Albert  Lea,  Eagle  Lake, 

dison  Lnl  oka. 

The  Tri-Statr  Tel,  phone  ,  lpn  Company  is  authorized  and  per- 

mitted to  purchase  from  the  sMiri  Nortlnv.  phone  Exchange  Com- 

pany, all  of  i  tance  exchanges,  long  distance 
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franchises,  rights  of  way  and  long  distance  -business  located  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  south  of  the  northern  boundary  lines  of  the  counties  of 
Washington,  Ramsry,  IVikota,  Scott,  Carver,  McLeod,  Renville  and  Yellow 
Medicine,  excepting  only  its  through  toll  lines  extending  from  the  Twin 
Cities  southward  through  Red  Wing,  Wlabasha  and  Winona  to  La  Crosse, 
oonsin;  and  eastward  from  the  Twin  Cities  to  Wisconsin  via  Hudson; 
southward  from  the  Twin  Cities  into  South  Dakota  via  Miankato  and  Worth- 
Ington  and  southward  into  South  Dakota;  and  from  Granite  Falls  via 
Marshall  and  Pipestone,  which  are  reserved  by  the  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company  for  handling  of  through  or  interstate  business. 
That  the  general  location  of  the  toll  lines  so  purchased  is  shown  in  purple 
upon  the  map  or  blue  print  on  file  with  this  Commission  in  the  said  matter. 
That  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  permitted  to  purchase  from  the  Standard  Telephone  Company  the 
properties  described  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Its  entire  telephone  exchange  property,  franchises,  and  radiating 
rural  lines,  comprising  its  local  exchanges  at  Preston,  Fillmore  county, 
and  Caledonia,  Houston  county,  Minnesota;  its  long  distance  lines  and 
stations,  franchises,  and  rights  of  way  extending  from  Preston  to  Mabel; 
from  Mabel,  southward  to  the  state  line  and  from  Mabel  to  Caledonia; 
from  Caledonia  southward  to  the  state  line  and  from  Caledonia  north- 
eastward via  Brownsville  to  the  state  line  on  its  line  to  La  Crosse,  all 
as  shown  on  a  map  on  file  with  the  Commission. 

That  said  permission  for  the  purchase  of  the  exchange  and  certain 
properties  is  made  upon  the  express  conditions  and  limitations  stated,  as 
follows,  to-wit: 

First:  That  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  in  all 
instances  in  which  they  are  purchasing  the  majority  or  controlling  interest 
in  any  telephone  property  or  exchange  by  the  purchase  of  stock  or  other 
obligations  from  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  shall  offer 
to  purchase  from  'any  holder  of  any  stock  in  any  of  said  companies,  the 
stock  of  said  holder  at  the  same  figures  as  said  Northwestern  Telephone 
Exchange  Company  shall  pay  for  the  majority  of  said  stock  in  said  com- 
panies, and  shall  upon  the  determination  of  the  'amount  to  be  paid  to  the 
Tri-State  in  any  one  of  said  exchange  plants,  mail  to  the  last  known  address 
of  each  and  every  holder  of  capital  stock  of  said  telephone  company,  a 
notice  stating  the  price  paid  to  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, and  offering  to  pay  to  said  stockholder  for  his  stock  the  same  price 
should  said  stockholder  elect  to  accept  said  'amount  and  surrender  his  said 
stock  within  a  period  of  90  days  from  the  mailing  of  said  notice. 

Second:  That  on  and  after  July  1,  1918,  all  toll  rate  schedules,  rates 
and  routings  of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  ias  are  now 
in  effect,  shall  be  canceled  and  thereafter  all  toll  messages  over  the  lines 
of  either  of  the  companies  which  are  parties  hereto  shall  thereafter  be 
handled  upon  the  schedules,  rates  'and  routings,  as  now  in  effect,  except 
as  may  be  hereafter  amended  by  application  to  this  Commission,  on  the 
lines  and  system  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  until 
thereafter  changed  by  approval  of  this  Commission. 

Third:  That  as  to  'all  exchange  properties  transferred  by  virtue  of 
this  order,  service  shall  be  continued  under  the  rules,  rates  and  regulations 
now  in  effect  as  to  those  exchanges  and  shall  continue  in  effect  until  at 
such  time  as  the  company  operating  the  same  shall  obtain  permission  from 
this  Commission  for  amendments,  changes  or  discontinuances  as  the  case 
may  be. 

Fourth:  That  the  transfer  of  the  legal  title  to  any  of  the  exchange 
properties  in  this  order  described  shall  in  no  manner  affect  the  kind,  char- 
acter or  extent  of  service  that  shall  hereafter  be  furnished  from  said 
exchange  properties  irrespective  of  the  ownership  of  the  same;  that  all 
changes,  modifications  or  discontinuances  of  service  shall  be  submitted 
for  approval  to  this  Commission,  and  this  Commission  shall  have  full 
power  to  order  such  service  or  create  exchange  areas  as  the  Commission 
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may  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  public;  and  the  said  Commission 
shall  have  full  authority  to  order  the  maintenance  of  trunk  lines  between 
the  various  properties  of  said  companies  for  the  purpose  of  either  toll 
service  or  exchange  service. 

Fifth:  That  said  purchasers  shall  accept  said  properties  subject  to 
all  contracts,  conditions  and  legal  obligations  which  are  imposed  upon  them 
under  their  present  ownership. 

The  date  of  the  transfer  of  the  legal  title  shall  be  July  1,  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  2nd  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Bigelow  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
for  permsisison  to  increase  its  local  exchange  and  rural  telephone 
rates  at  Bigelow,  Minnesota — The  Bigelow  Telephone  Company, 
serving  47  local  subscribers  and  13  rural  subscribers,  desired  per- 
mission to  raise  its  lo^al  and  rural  rates  on  the  ground  that  ihe 
prevailing  rates  failed  to  cover  the  operating  expenses  and  to  pro- 
vide a  reserve  for  depreciation.  The  Commission  found  that  the 
allegation  was  substantiated  by  the  company's  records  and  al- 
lowed an  increase  in  the  local  and  rural  rates,  but  refused  to  allow 
an  increase  from  $3.50  a  year  to  $6.00  a  year  for  the  rural  switch- 
ing. The  order  follows :  M-299 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Bigelow  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Bigelow, 
Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  this  matter  came  up  for  hearing  before  Commis- 
sioner F.  W.  Putnam  at  Bigelow,  Minnesota,  on  March  21,  1918.     Mr.  J.  G. 
«>d  for  the  company.     No  local  subscribers  of  the  village  ap- 
~t  the  petition,  but  there  were  several  representatives  of  con- 
••riK  rural  lines  who  appeared  and  objected  to  <an  increase  in  the  rural 
te.    The  exchange  at  Bigelow  was  purchased  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Ketel 
on  June  U7.  1!>17,  for  $1,300.00.    The  exchange  serves  fifteen  business,  thirty 
residence  and  thirteen  rural  stations.    It  also  furnishes  service  to  sixty 
rural  stations  upon  a  switrhirm  Insis  on  lines  owned  by  the  rural  subscrib- 
itioner  seeks  authority  to  increase  the  individual  line  business 
rate  from  $1.50  prr  month  to  $2.50  j>  h;  the  individual  line  residence 

rate  from  $1  $1.25  per  month;    the  multi •  party   rural  rate 

i  $1.00  to  $1.2f,  por  month,  and  the  rural  switching  rate  from  $3.50  per 
ion  per  annum  to  $6.00  per  st.it ion  prr  annum. 

on   finds  the  value  of  the  physical  property  of  the 

pany  to  be  approximately  $1,800.00.    The  present  rates  of  the  company  do 

not  provide  sufflci  ay  the  op  xpenses  and  take  care 

i^preciation.      '  n>d  for  by  the  company    m>  found  to  be 

imr*  .isona!),.  .  .m,:  authorizes  the  following  ached- 

:ul  reasonable. 

ll  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Bigelow  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  into  effect  as  of  July  1,  1918, 
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the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  exchange  service  at  Bigelow,  Min- 
'ia: 

Individual  line  business   $2.25  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Rural   multi-party    1.25  per  month 

'Connecting  company  rural  switching 3.50  per  station 

per  annum. 

It   Is  Further  Ordered,  that  the  Bigelow  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
*em  of  accounting  and  make  such  annual  reports  as  are  pre- 
scribed by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.   C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  23rd  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Elm  Creek  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  rural  telephone  rates — The  Elm  Creek 
Telephone  Company  served  50  rural  subscribers  over  two  circuits 
operated  from  Sherburn,  Martin  County.  Twenty-four  of  the 
subscribers  were  stockholders  of  the  company  and  had  been  pay- 
ing at  the  rate  of  $8.10  a  year,  while  the  non-stockholders  were 
charged  $12.00  a  year.  It  was  desired  that  all  subscribers  pay  a 
uniform  rate  of  $1.25  per  month.  The  Commission  found  that  the 
old  rates  were  discriminatory  and  hence  illegal  and  that  the  pro- 
posed rate  was  fair  and  reasonable,  as  it  would  not  provide  a 
greater  revenue  than  was  necessary.  The  application  was  there- 
fore granted  by  the  following  order:  M-307 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Elm  Creek  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  rural  telephone  service. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  entitled  miatter  was  held  at 
Sherburn,  Martin  county,  Minnesota,  before  Commissioner  F.  W.  Putnam, 
on  April  24,  1918. 

The  company  was  represented  by  Wm.  Holtz,  president;  J.  E.  Schafer, 
secretary,  and  three  directors.  There  were  no  appearances  in  opposition  to 
the  petition. 

The  Elm  Creek  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  rural  telephone  service,  and  operates  approximately 
23  miles  of  rural  lines,  furnishing  service  to  50  subscribers  over  two  cir- 
cuits. These  lines  serve  subscribers  in  the  vicinity  of  Sherburn,  Martin 
county,  Minnesota,  and  connect  with  the  local  exchange  of  the  Fairmont 
Telephone  Company  at  Sherburn  for  local  service.  The  petitioner  claims 
an  approximate  value  of  its  property  of  $2,000.00.  Of  the  fifty  subscribers 
served,  twenty-four  are  stockholders  of  the  company,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  the  petitioner  has  been  making  a  rate  to  its  stockholders  of  $8.10  per 
annum  and  to  its  non-stockholders,  a  rate  of  $12.00  per  tannum.  The  com- 
pany seeks  authority  to  charge  a  rate  of  $1.25  per  month  to  all  subscribers. 
Section  7,  Chapter  152,  General  Laws  of  1915,  provides  that: 

"No  telephone  company  or  any  agent  or  officer  thereof  shall,  di- 
rectly or  indiifctly.  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  knowingly  or  wilfully, 
*  -barge,  demand,  collect  or  receive  from  any  person,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion, a  greater  or  less  compensation  for  any  intni state  service  rendered 
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or  to  be  rendered  by  it  than  it  charges,  demands,  collects  or  receives 
from  any  other  firm,  person  or  corporation  for  a  like  and  contempora- 
neous intrastate  service  under  similar  circumstances." 

It  is  therefore  discriminatory  and  contrary  to  law  for  a  telephone  com- 
pany to  furnish  service  to  its  stockholders  at  a  rate  that  is  less  than  that 
charged  to  other  subscribers  of  the  company  for  the  same  service,  and  it 
must  charge  the  same  rate  to  each  of  its  subscribers.  The  petitioner 
admits  that  its  lines  are  overloaded,  resulting  in  poor  service.  The  records 
show  that  one  circuit  now  serves  twenty-two  stations,  and  the  other  twenty- 
eight  stations.  It  is  impossible  for  a  rural  telephone  company  to  furnish 
good  telephone  service  to  its  subscribers  where  the  circuits  are  loaded  to 
this  extent,  and  in  order  to  properly  improve  the  service,  the  company 
should  add  at  least  two  additional  circuits  which  will  enable  it  to  distribute 
the  load  and  reduce  the  traffic  over  each  circuit. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  rate  requested  is  fair  and  reasonable 
and  will  not  provide  more  revenue  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  operating 
expenses  of  the  company,  take  care  of  depreciation  and  allow  a  fair  return 
on  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Elm  Creek  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  July  1,  1918, 
a  multi-party  rural  rate  of  $1.25  per  month. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  29th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company  of  Olmstead 
County  for  permission  to  increase  its  rural  telephone  rates — The 
Farmers  Telephone  Company  of  Olmstead  County  was  permitted 
to  increase  its  rural  rates  from  $1.00  a  month  to  $1.25  a  month 
upon  a  showing  that  the  former  rate  did  not  produce  sufficient 
funds  to  cover  operating  expenses  and  provide  a  depreciation  re- 
serve and  return  upon  the  investment.  The  company  served  .")4 
rural  subscribers  over  26  miles  of  rural  lines.  The  order  follows: 

M-300 

BEFORE   THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company  of  Olm- 
stead County  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  rural  telephone 
service. 

Hearing  in  the  above  nuttier  was  held  before  Commissioner  F.  W.  Put- 
man,  at  Rochester,  Mi  on  April  22,  1918,  J.  Stieger,  president;  S.  B. 
shonyo,  secretary,  and  other  officers  appearing  for  the  company.  There 

no  appea  :.-ainst  the  application. 

The  Telephone   Company  of  Olmstead  County  was  orgai 

in   irii.'i  and  operates  approximately  -jr,  mil.  >  of  rural   lin.-s  in  the  vicinity 
of    I;  M  BBC  Ota,    serving  stations.      The   property   was 

acquired  by   purchase   Nnv« -ml).  <•    I.    l''ir>,  at  a  cost  of  $1,700.00.     The  out- 
capital  stock  «.i   tin    ,  is  $1,500.00.    Since  its  organ  iza 

a  rate  of  $1.00  per  month,  and   it 

now  seek.--  authority  to  charge  a  rate  to  its  subscribers  of  $1.25  per  month. 
The  lines  ot  tioner  are  conn-  the  local  exchange  of  the 

lephone  nnesota,  and  pays  to  thai 

company   $4.00  per  annum    per   station    for   local  exchange  service.     Sine* 
Nov  .  the  company  has  made  extensions  to  its  property  at  a 
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cost  of  approximately  $176.00,  and  has  added  nine  subscribers  to  its  lines. 
The  Commission  finds  that  the  present  rate  does  not  produce  sufficient 
revenue  to  provide  for  the  operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  return  on 
the  investment,  and  that  the  rate  petitioned  for  is  a  fair  and  reasonable 
rate. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Farmers  Telephone  Company  of  Olm- 
stead  County  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect,  a 
rate  of  $1.25  per  month  for  rural  service  payaible  quarterly  in  advance,  ef- 
fective July  1.  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  6th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Le  Roy  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  and  rural  service  rates  at 
Adams  and  Le  Roy,  Minnesota — The  Le  Roy  exchange  served  22'j 
local  and  rural  subscribers  at  Adams  and  407  local  and  rural  sub- 
scribers at  Le  Roy,  and  also  maintained  a  telephone  exchange  at 
Mclntire,  Iowa.  The  company  desired  to  advance  both  the  local 
and  rural  rates.  After  making  a  valuation  of  the  company's 
properties  within  the  state  of  Minnesota,  the  Commission  found 
that  the  rates  proposed  were  fair  and  reasonable  and  would  not 
yield  an  excessive  profit;  therefore,  the  application  was  granted. 
Following  is  the  order:  M-219 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In   the   matter   of  the   application   of   the   LeRoy   Telephone   Company   for 

authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  and  rural  telephone  service  at 

Adams  and  LeRoy,  Minnesota. 

Notice  having  been  duly  published,  hearings  in  the  above  matter  were 
held  at  Adams  and  LeRoy  on  August  23,  1917. 

M.  J.  Hart,  president,  and  F.  E.  Garner,  secretary  and  manager,  appear- 
ing for  the  petitioner.  There  were  no  appearances  in  protest  to  the  appli- 
cation. 

The  LeRoy  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation  organized  in  March, 
1903,  and  operates  local  telephone  exchanges  at  Adams  and  LeRoy,  Minne- 
sota, and  at  Mclntire,  Iowa,  with  extensive  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity  of 
each  exchange,  together  with  toll  lines  serving  the  several  communities. 
The  Adams  exchange  serves  229  and  the  LeRoy  exchange  407  local  and 
rural  subscribers. 

The  present  rates  of  the  company  at  each  of  the  above  exchanges  are: 

Individual  line  business   $1.50  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence  1.00  per  month  net 

Two-party  residence 1.00  per  month  net 

Extension  telephones 50  per  month  net 

Extension  bells   15  per  month  net 

Rural  multi-party    1.25  per  month  gross 

Note:  A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  tallowed  to  rural  subscribers 
if  bills  are  paid  at  any  time  during  the  quarter  in  which  the  service  is 
rendered. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  at  its  Adams  and  LeRoy 
exchanges  the  following  schedule: 
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Individual  line  business   $2.00  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   1.75  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  and  multi-party   1.50  per  month  gross 

Extension  sets   50  per  month  net 

Extension  bells    15  per  month  net 

Schools,  municipal  halls  and  lodge  rooms  1.00  per  month  net 
All   rates   to  be  payable  quarterly  in  advance  with  a  discount  of  25 
cents  per  month  if  paid  on  or  before  the  20th  of  the  first  month  of  the 
quarter. 

The  company  claims  a  book  value  of  its  entire  property  of  $53,448.81. 
The  outstanding  capital  stock  fully  paid  in,  amounts  to  $41,900.00,  which  Is 
held  by  62  stockholders.  The  indebtedness  of  the  company  amounts  to  $10,- 
250.00,  which  together  with  the  stock  outstanding,  practically  equals  the 
claimed  book  value  of  the  property  as  of  December  31,  1917. 

The  petitioner  filed  an  exhibit  covering  an  appraisal  of  its  total  prop- 
erties showing  a  replacement  value  of  $84,932.44  and  a  present  value  of 
$62,784.13.  The  manager  testified  that  he  believed  these  values  to  be 
somewhat  excessive.  During  its  operation  the  company  has  paid  dividends 
each  year  with  the  exception  of  1917,  when  no  dividend  was  paid,  ranging 
from  3  to  10  per  cent.  Although  an  entry  has  been  made  for  several  years 
past  for  depreciation  at  the  rate  of  about  5%  per  cent,  it  appears  that 
these  funds  were  used  for  the  payment  of  dividends  during  successive 
years,  since  it  cannot  be  found  that  the  money  was  used  for  extensions  to 
pl-ant,  or  for  reconstruction  purposes,  and  it  is  found  that  the  company  has 
not  earned  a  sufficient  amount  to  provide  for  depreciation  and  a  return 
on  the  investment  for  several  years. 

For  some  time  past  the  company  has  charged  to  many  of  its  party 
line  subscribers  the  same  rate  as  it  charged  for  individual  line  service, 
and  where  a  person  subscribed  for  both  (business  and  residence  service, 
a  charge  of  $1.00  per  month  was  made  for  each  service,  which  made  the 
rates  for  the  combined  service  less  than  the  regular  rate  for  the  resepective 
services.  This  practice  is  discriminatory  and  should  be  discontinued  at 
once. 

Upon  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  books  and  records  of  account, 
and  a  valuation  by  the  Commission  of  the  properties  of  the  company  within 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  the  Commission  finds  that  the  rates  petitioned  for 
are  fair  and  reasonable,  -and  will  not  yield  more  than  a  sufficient  amount  10 
provide  for  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  LeRoy  Telephone  Company  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  July  1,  1918,  at  its 
as  and  LeRoy  exchanges,  the  following  schedule  of  rates: 

Individual  line  business   $2.00  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business 1.75  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.50  per  month  gross 

ension  set   50  per  month  net 

ion  bells   15  per  month  net 

Schools,  municipal  halls  and  lodge  rooms  1.00  per  month  net 
All  rates  to  be  'billed  gross  except  where  quoted  net.  All  gross  rates 
to  be  payable  monthly  in  advance  with  i  discount  of  25  cents  per  month 
If  paid  on  or  before  the  20th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered, 
except  that  company  rural  rates  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance  with  a 
discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  20th  of  the  first  month  of 
the  quar  t  of  :,••  cent!  it  jnid  on  or  before  the  20th  of  the 

second  month  of  tin-  quarter  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before 
thr  2<Mh  of  thf  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
i'aul.  Minnesota,  this  19th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1918. 
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Application  of  the  Backus  Rural  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  and  rural  rates  at 
Backus — The  Baekus  Rural  Telephone  ( 'oinpany  operated  a  loe.il 
telephone  exchange  in  the  village  of  IJaeUns  and  (JO  miles  of  rural 
pole  line,  serving  6f>  subscribers.  It  sought  to  rcclassify  its  serv- 
ice to  provide  for  two-party  business  and  residence  and  four-party 
residence  snviee  and  to  increase  the  rates  for  individual  line  busi- 
ness and  residence  service  and  multiparty  rural  service.  It  was 
shown  that  the  company  never  had  paid  any  dividends  and  that 
the  prevailing  rates  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  operating 
expenses.  The  evidence,  however,  failed  to  show  that  the  com- 
pany was  entitled  to  the  increase  requested.  However,  the  com- 
pany was  entitled  to  earn  a  greater  revenue  and  the  Commission 
therefore  granted  the  application  in  part.  The  order  follows: 

M-315 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Backus  Rural  Telephone  Company 
for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  Backus, 
Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  anove  matter  was  held  at  Backus, 
Minnesota,  April  15,  1918.  W.  F.  Wieland,  attorney;  H.  I.  Cohen,  treasurer] 
and  F.  Thomas,  manager,  appearing  for  the  petitioner.  There  were  no  ap- 
pearances against  the  application. 

The  Backus  Rural  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  organized  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1911.  The  outstanding  capital  stock  amounts  to  $2,500.00.  The 
indebtedness  of  the  company  is  $950.00.  The  company  operates  a  local 
telephone  exchange  in  the  village  of  Backus,  Minnesota,  and  approximately 
60  miles  of  rural  pole  line  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  serving  19  stations  within 
the  village  and  65  rural  subscribers. 

The  village  of  Backus  has  a  population  of  approximately  250  inhabitants 
located  in  a  sparsely  developed  rural  district. 
The  present  rates  for  telephone  service  are: 

Individual  line  business $1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural  multi-party   1 .00  per  month 

Rural  switching 25  per  month 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule: 

Individual  line  business $3.00  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business  2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   2.00  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.75  per  month  gross 

Four-party   line  residence    1.50  >per  month  gross 

Rural   multi-party    1.50  per  month  gross 

Rural  switching 50  per  month  net 

A  discount  of  10  per  cent  to  be  allowed  for  prompt  payment. 

The  company  has  paid  no  dividends  in  the  past.  The  earnings  evidently 
having  been  used  in  extensions  to  the  plant  and  during  the  past  year  the 
revenues  have  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  all  of  the  operating  expenses. 
The  evidence  submitted  by  the  company  is  not  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  rate  applied  for,  however,  because  of  the  ex- 
cessive cost  of  operating  rural  lines  in  an  undeveloped  rural  district  and 
the  increase  in  the  general  operating  expenses  of  the  company,  due  to 
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present  abnormal  conditions,  it  is  evident  that  the  company  cannot  meet 
its  operating  expenses  under  its  present  schedule  of  rates. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Backus  Rural  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted,  to  place  in  effect  as  of  July  1,  1918,  the 
following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  Backus,  Minne- 
sota : 

Individual  line  business   $2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party  1.75  per  month  gross 

Rural  switching  3.00  per  annum  net 

All  rates  to  ;be  billed  gross  except  where  quoted  net.  All  gross  rates 
to  be  payable  monthly  in  advance  with  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  month 
if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered, 
excepting  that  rural  switching  rates  are  payable  annually  in  advance  and 
except  that  company  rural  rates  arc  payable  quarterly  in  advance  with  a 
discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  first  month  of 
the  quarter,  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the 
second  month  of  the  quarter  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before 
the  15th  of  the  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  20th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1918. 

John  Sankey  et  al.  vs.  Woodgate  Telephone  System  and  the 
Edgerton  Telephone  Company — A  number  of  subscribers  to  rural 
telephone  companies  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Chandler,  Minn., 
applied  to  the  Commission  for  an  order  directing  the  Edgerton 
Telephone  Company,  owned  by  Dr.  H.  De  Boer,  of  Edgerton,  and 
the  Woodgate  Telephone  System,  owned  by  (Jen.  II.  Woodgate,  of 
Slayton,  to  re-establish  a  physical  connection  of  their  respective 
telephone  lines  at  Chandler,  Minn.  Such  connection  had  been 
established  for  some  years,  but  was  discontinued  February  26, 
1918,  owing  to  a  controversy  between  the  two  companies  relative 
to  the  installation  of  a  telephone  in  the  state  bank  of  ('handler, 
for  which  no  compensation  was  charged.  The  Commission  directed 
physical  connection  to  be  re-established  at  Chandler  and  further 
directed  the  Kdgerton  Company  1o  discontinue  its  free  telephone 
Service  in  the  state  bank  of  ('handler.  Kollo\vin«r  is  the  order: 

M  :*02 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  John  Sank,  y  ,  t  a!  for  the  re-establishmrnt 
of  a  physical  connection  which  existed  between  the  telephone  lines  of 
the  Woodgate   Telephone   System   and    tin-    iM^erton   Telephone   Com- 
pany at  Chandl*  ota. 
Pursuant   to  notice,  h«  arinu  in  th»-  above  matter  was  held  at  Chandler, 

Minni'snt  .-g  appearing  for  the  petitioners,  R.  W. 

Wtoodgate  Telephone   System.    l'i     II 

DeBoer,  u  Telephone  Company,  and  J.  J.  Yo 

appearing  for  the  people  of  Chan<ll»T. 
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The  petitioners  in  this  case  are  farmers  residing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chandler  and  subscribers  to  rural  telephone  service  of  the  respondent  com- 
panies. 

The  Edgerton  Telephone  Company,  owned  and  controlled  by  Dr.  H.  De- 
Boer  of  Edgerton,  Minnesota,  operates  a  local  exchange  and  rural  lines  in  the 
vicinity  thereof,  some  of  which  serve  subscribers  in  the  territory  immedi- 
ately west  and  south  of  the  village  of  Chandler,  the  nearest  subscriber 
being  approximately  2M>  miles  south  of  Chandler.  The  Woodgate  Telephone 

«>m,  owned  and  controlled  by  Geo.  H.  Woodgate  of  Slayton,  Minnesota, 
operates  a  telephone  system  consisting  of  several  exchanges  and  approxi- 
mately 1,000  miles  of  rural  telephone  lines  in  Murray  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, and  particularly  an  exchange  at  Lake  Wilson,  Minnesota,  with  rural 
lines  radiating  therefrom  to  within  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Chandler, 
subscribers  to  which  are  neighbors  of  subscribers  to  the  Edgerton  Tele- 
phone Company. 

Chandler  is  a  village  of  approximately  250  inhabitants  and  telephone 
service  at  that  point  is  provided  by  means  of  a  party  line  extending  to  Lake 

-on  and  connected  with  the  Lake  Wilson  exchange.  Edgerton  is  located 
approximately  11  miles  southwest  and  Lake  Wilson  is  located  approxi- 
mately 6  miles  north  of  the  village  of  Chandler. 

About  six  years  ago  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the 
respondent  companies  whereby  the  Edgerton  Telephone  Company  extended 
one  of  its  rural  lines  from  a  point  2l/2  miles  south  of  Chandler  into  Chandler 
and  there  connected  with  a  'dear  grounded  circuit  of  the  Woodgate  System 
running  to  Lake  Wilson.  The  rural  line  of  the  Edgerton  Company  so  con- 
nected was  serving  some  twelve  or  fifteen  rural  subscribers.  Under  the 
terms  of  this  agreement  the  Edgerton  Telephone  Company  paid  to  the 
Woodgate  System  $5.00  per  month  and  service  was  interchanged  between 
subscribers  of  the  Edgerton  Company  and  the  subscribers  of  the  Wood- 
gate  Company  directly  connected  with  the  Lake  Wilson  exchange  without 
•additional  charge  to  the  subscribers.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Edger- 
ton Company  would  not  install  telephones  for  service  within  Chandler  or 
other  territory  served  by  the  Woodgate  System. 

During  the  spring  of  1917  the  Edgerton  Telephone  Company  installed 
a  telephone  in  the  State  Bank  at  Chandler  connected  to  the  circuit  above 
referred  to  and  which  was  claimed  to  have  been  installed  for  test  purposes 
only.  The  bank  and  officers  thereof  are  subscribers  to  the  service  of  the 
Woodgate  System  but  the  telephone  of  the  Edgerton  Company  installed  in 
the  bank  was  used  frequently  and  without  charge  for  telephone  service  to 
Edgerton,  Lake  Wilson  and  other  points.  The  furnishing  of  service  over 
the  Edgerton  Telephone  Company's  telephone  installed  in  the  State  Bank  at 
Chandler  without  a  charge  of  «any  kind  for  such  service  is  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  statute  and  must  foe  discontinued. 

The  Woodgate  Telephone  Company  learning  of  the  installation  of  the 
telephone  in  the  bank  at  Chandler  and  furnishing  free  service  over  that 
telephone,  demanded  that  it  be  removed,  and  upon  refusal  by  the  Edgerton 
Company  to  do  so,  disconnected  his  portion  of  the  line  from  Chandler  to 
Lake  Wilson  at  Chandler  from  the  Edgerton  line  on  February  26,  1918. 
During  the  period  that  a  connection  existed  between  the  lines  of  the 
respondent  company  at  Chandler,  the  line  was  almost  in  continuous  service 
by  subscribers  on  the  line  or  by  reason  of  communications  passing  between 
subscribers  at  Lake  Wilson  and  subscribers  at  Edgerton.  The  discontinuing 
of  this  physical  connection  has  inconvenienced  the  people  of  the  communi- 
ties of  Edgerton  and  Lake  Wilson,  and  more  particularly  Chandler,  which 
is  an  absolute  'breach  of  the  duties  of  the  respondent  telephone  companies 
furnishing  public  service.  This  Commission  has  previously  held  that  where' 
a  physical  connection  exists  between  the  lines  of  telephone  companies  that 
such  connection  shall  not  'be  discontinued  without  the  consent  of  the 
Commission  and  the  demand  for  service  by  the  people  at  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Chandler  is  such  as  to  require  the  continuation  of  a  physical  connection 
at  Chandler  between  the  lines  of  the  respondent  companies. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Edgerton  Telephone  Company  and  the 
Woodgate  Telephone  System  shall  re-establish  within  thirty  days  from  the 
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date  of  this  order  a  physical  connection  of  their  respective  telephone  lines 
•at  Chandler,  Minnesota,  by  either  reconnecting  those  lines  over  which  the 
service  was  previously  furnished  or  by  the  connecting  of  clear  trunk  cir- 
cuits, to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  upon  such  termn  and  conditions  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  respondent  companies,  or  in  the  event  of  the 
respondents  failing  to  agree,  then  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  this 
Commission  may  hereafter  prescribe  upon  proper  application  toy  eitlit>r 
party. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  that  the  Edgerton  Telephone  Company  immedi- 
ately discontinue  the  furnishing  of  free  telephone  service  from  the  tele- 
phone now  installed  in  the  State  Bank  of  Chandler. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secreti  ry. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  1st  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Town  and  Country  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  purchase  the  telephone  property  of  the  Canby  Tele- 
phone Company  of  Canby,  Minnesota — The  Town  ami  Country 
Telephone  Company,  a  corporation,  operated  telephone  exchanges 
at  Dawson  and  Canby,  with  various  rural  lines  radiating  there- 
from. The  Canby  Telephone  Company,  a  corporation,  operated 
telephone  exchanges  at  Porter  and  Canby,  a  switching  station  -it 
St.  Leo  ami  various  rural  lines.  For  some  years  tin-re  had  been, 
a  duplication  of  telephone  service  at  Canby,  entailing  an  unnec- 
essary expense  upon  the  business  men  of  that  community.  It 
represented  that  the  proposed  consolidation  would  be  of  benefit 
to  the  subscribers  of  both  companies.  The  Town  and  Country  sub- 
scribers obtained  access  to  368  additional  stations  and  the  Canby 
Company's  subscribers  access  to  590  additional  stations.  Inasmuch 
as  the  purchase  and  sale  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  stockholders 
and  directors  of  both  companies  and  there  was  no  objection  to  the 
consolidation,  it  was  sanctioned  by  the  Commission.  The  order 

follows:  .  M-283 

r.Kiom:  TIM:  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  OF  THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  tho  mat  for  of  the  application  of  the  Town  and  Country  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  authority  to  purchase  the  telephone  property  of  the  Canby 
Telephone  Company,  a  corporation,  with  its.  principal  office  at  "Canby, 
Yellow  Medic  v,  Minn. 

App«  aranc.'S     A.  \\     IVAHH:    p  for  the  Town  and- Country  Tele- 

phone Company,  i  I  Miller,  president;  C.  Channlng,  secretary,  for  the 
Canb^  ne  Company. 

<  .  thp  above  matter  came  on  for  hearinp  before  Super- 
visor of  Telephones  .1    \v    liowatt,  at  the  office  of  the  Commission  in  the 

•oi.  i.n  Friday,  January  26,  1918. 
Th»-  Town  and  Country  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  oper 

|M  at  Dawson  and  Canby.  with  rural  lines  radiating  there- 
from, having  |U  principal  office  at  Da  'innesota. 

oration,  operating  local  telephone 
exchanges  at  Porter  and  Canby,  Yellow  Medicine  county,  Minnesota,  with 
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rural  line>  connected  therewith.     A  switching  station  Is  also  maintained  at 

Leo.  The  cxchan  nnnected  -with  the  tall  lines  of  the 

Ncr).  Telephone  Kxrhungo  Company. 

The  Canby  exchange  of  the  petitioner  now  serves  about  290  subscribers 
in  the  <•  .by,  60  being  business,  the  balance  residence  stations,  and 

app rox iin.it el y  ;!0(i  rural  stations,  which  are  owned  by  the  applicant. 

The  Canby  Telephone  Company  serves  the  following  number  of  stations: 

Canby — 34  business,  7  residence  and  118  rural. 

Porter — 16  business,  11  residence  and  144  rural. 

St.  Leo — 6  business,  5  residence  and  61  rural. 

Tne  majority  of  the  business  subscribers  of  the  Canby  Telephone  Com- 
pany in  the  village  of  Canby  subscribe  to  the  service  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Telephone  Company.  For  the  past  four  years  the  business  men 
of  Canby  and  vicinity  requested  that  some  arrangement  'be  made  whereby 
there  could  be  a  consolidation  of  the  two  exchanges  on  account  of  the 
necessity  of  being  compelled  to  subscribe  to  the  service  of  'both  companies. 
The  petitioner  proposes  to  consolidate  the  two  exchanges  which  will  permit 
the  p-atrons  having  duplicate  service  to  eliminate  one  telephone.  The 
present  Town  and  Country  subscribers  will  have  access  to  368  additional 
stations,  and  the  Canby  subscribers  will  have  access  to  590  additional 
stations.  Any  connections  which  now  exist  with  the  Canby  Company  will 
be  maintained  by  the  petitioner. 

The  purchase  and  sale  of  the  property  has  been  sanctioned  iby  the 
stockholders  and  board  of  directors  of  both  companies.  The  consideration 
is  $9,000.00. 

In  view  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  telephone  patrons  of  the  villages  of  Canby,  Porter,  St.  Leo  and  vicinity 
will  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  consolidation  of  the  telephone  properties. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Town  and  Country  Telephone  Com- 
pany, a  corporation,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase 
from  the  Canby  Telephone  Company,  a  corporation,  all  of  its  physical  tele- 
phone properties;  also  that  all  rural  and  toll  line  connections  now  existing 
with  the  Canby  Telephone  Company  shall  be  maintained  toy  the  Town  and 
Country  Telephone  Company. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  26th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Glen- 
wood,  Minnesota — The  local  exchange  of  the  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company  served  412  telephones  within  the  city 
and  also  supplied  switching  service  to  several  rural  lines.  It  w;is 
built  in  1897.  purchased  by  the  Northwestern  in  1912,  and  in  1915 
was  almost  entirely  rebuilt,  being  converted  from  a  magneto  to  a 
central  energy  system.  "Upon  a  showing  that  the  prevailing  rates 
did  not  suffice  to  yield  a  fair  return  upon  investment  and  to  cover 
the  operating  expenses  and  depreciation,  which  was  verified  by 
the  Commission's  engineer  and  statistician,  the  Commission  author- 
ized an  increase  in  rates.  The  order  follows:  M-47 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 
In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 

Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  exchange  service 

at  Glenwood,  Minnesota. 
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Appearances — E.  A.  Prendergast,  general  counsel;  L.  B.  Wilson,  com- 
mercial superintendent;  L.  G.  Woodford,  appraisal  engineer;  H.  Bucking- 
ham, statistician,  appearing  for  the  company.  H.  Shipstead,  G.  C.  Wallen, 
J.  R.  Serrin,  appearing  for  the  Commercial  Club  and  business  interests  of 
the  city. 

Notice  having  been  duly  served,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held 
in  the  Court  House  at  Glenwood,  Minnesota,  October  9,  1917. 

The  present  rates  for  telephone  service  at  Glenwood  are  for  individual 
line  business,  $2.50  per  month,  gross;  individual  line  residence,  $1.50  per 
month,  gross;  two-party  line  residence,  $1.25  per  month,  gross. 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  allowed  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or 
before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  into  effect  the  following  sched- 
ule: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  Is  to  be  allowed  if  the  bill  is  paid 
on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  is  a  corporation,  oper- 
ating numerous  local  exchanges  and  an  extensive  system  of  long  distance 
telephone  lines  within  this  and  other  states.  At  Glenwood,  Minnesota,  it 
operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  serving  412  telephones  within  the  city, 
also  furnishing  service  to  several  rural  lines,  in  the  vicinity  upon  a  switch- 
ing basis. 

The  exchange  was  originally  built  by  the  Minnesota  Central  Telephone 
Company  in  1897,  which  company  continued  to  operate  it  until  1912,  when 
it  was  purchased  by  the  petitioner.  During  the  year  1915  the  exchange 
was  almost  entirely  reconstructed,  the  aerial  wire  construction  being  re- 
placed with  -aerial  cables  and  the  subscribers'  station  equipment  and  central 
office  equipment  being  replaced  with  modern  common  battery  apparatus 
and  equipment,  thus  converting  the  plant  from  a  magneto  to  a  central 
energy  system. 

The  company  presented  exhibits  covering  the  operating  revenues  and 
expenses;  also  an  exhibit  of  valuation  prepared  from  an  inventory  made 
a  few  months  previous  to  the  hearing.  The  Commission  had  its  engineer 
nnkc  a  valuation  of  the  properties  of  the  company  at  Glenwood  and  had 
its  accountant  examine  the  records  and  accounts  of  the  company  in  order 
to  verify  the  statements  relative  to  the  exchange  revenues  and  operating 
expenses,  and  finds  that  the  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  and  reasonable 
rates  and  wall  not  yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the 
operating  expenses,  depreciation,  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of 
September  1,  1918,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  exchange  ser- 
vice at  Glenwood,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  lim-  busin  ...   2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  ...  1.75  per  month  gross 

'•-party   1  1  .:><>  p.-r  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  . .   1.25  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  to  be  allowed  from  the  above  rates 
if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  ;n  which  the  service 
is  rend*  ; 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  .  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minnesota    this  L'ml  day  of  August.  A    I>.  1918. 
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Application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Wadena 
—The  local  telephone  exchange  jit  Wadnia  was  purchased  by  the 
Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  in  1906,  was  partially 
rebuilt  that  year  and  entirely  reconstructed  in  1016,  being  con- 
verted from  a  magneto  equipment  to  a  modern  central  energy 
equipment.  The  company  proposed  to  reclassify  its  telephone 
service  so  as  to  provide  individual  and  two-party  business  service 
and  individual  two-party  and  four-party  residence  service  with 
an  increase  in  rates  above  the  old  scale.  The  company's  property 
was  appraisod  by  the  Commission's  engineer  and  its  records  and 
accounts  analyzed  by  the  Commission's  statistician.  Their  reports 
indicated  that  the  proposed  rates  were  fair  and  reasonable  and 
would  not  yield  excessive  returns.  The  order  is  as  follows: 

M-263 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION'   OF   THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 
In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 

Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  exchange  service 

at  Wadena,  Minnesota. 

Appearances — E.  A.  Prendergast,  general  counsel;  G.  H.  Pratt,  gen- 
eral commercial  superintendent;  L.  G.  Woodford,  appraisal  engineer,  for 
the  telephone  company.  J.  Marks,  W.  Dower,  J.  A.  Meyers,  A.  J.  Merickel, 
and  others,  representing  the  Commercial  Club  and  business  interests  of  the 
village. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  the  Com- 
mercial Club  rooms,  Wadena,  Minnesota,  November  6,  1917. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  operates  numerous 
local  telephone  exchanges  and  an  extensive  system  of  toll  lines  in  this  and 
other  states.  It  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Wadena,  Minnesota, 
serving  477  telephones  within  the  village  and  performs  a  switching  service 
for  numerous  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity. 

The  present  rates  of  the  company  -are  $1.00  per  month  for  residence 
telephone  service  and  $2.00  per  month  for  business  telephone  service. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  into  effect  the  following  schedule 
or  rates: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence  1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  will  be  allowed  from  the  above  rates 
if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service 
is  rendered. 

The  original  telephone  exchange  was  constructed  about  1904  and  was 
what  is  commonly  known  as  a  magneto  common  return  system.  It  was 
purchased  by  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  in  1906,  at 
which  time  the  original  central  office  equipment  was  replaced  with  new 
magneto  equipment.  In  1916,  the  present  owner  reconstructed  the  entire 
plant  by  replacing  a  majority  of  the  pole  lines,  replacing  the  aerial  wire 
construction  with  'approximately  24,000  feet  of  aerial  cajble  and  substituting 
new  and  modern  central  energy,  central  office  equipment,  thereby  convert- 
ing the  system  from  magneto  to  what  is  known  as  a  common  battery  or 
central  energy  system. 
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The  petitioner  presented  exhibits  covering  the  cost  of  operation  of  the 
plant,  together  with  an  exhibit  of  valuation  based  on  an  inventory  made 
a  few  months  previous  to  the  date  of  hearing. 

Wadena  is  an  important  toll  switching  point  on  the  lines  of  the  peti- 
tioner and  it  was  necessary  to  give  this  feature  special  consideration  in 
connection  with  this  case.  The  Commission  therefore  had  its  engineer 
make  an  appraisal  of  the  petitioner's  property  «at  Wadena  and  had  its 
accountant  examine  the  records  and  accounts  of  the  company  in  order  to 
verify  the  revenue  and  operating  expense  exhibits,  whereupon  it  is  found 
that  the  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  «and  reasonable  rates  and  will  not 
yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating 
expanses,  depreciation,  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect  <as  of 
September  1,  1918,  the  following  schedule  of  exchange  rates  for  local  tele- 
phone service  at  Wadena,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  will  be  allowed  on  the  above  rates 
if  payment  is  made  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service 
is  rendered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  2nd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Swift  County  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Benson,  Minnesota 
-The  Swift  County  Telephone  Company  served  839  patrons  in  the 
village  of  Benson  and  vicinity  on  the  basis  of  $2.00  a  month  for 
business  telephones  and  $1.00  a  month  for  residence  and  rural 
telephones.  The  system  which  was  acquired  by  purchase  was  re- 
built in  1905,  again  reconstructed  in  1912,  and  in  1917  and  1913 
the  subscribers'  station  equipment  and  central  office  equipment 
was  replaced  by  a  modern  common  battery  apparatus.  The  rural 
service,  however,  was  furnished  over  grounded  lines,  which  should 
be  converted  into  metallic  circuits  before  first-class  rural  service 
could  be  supplied.  The  Commission  sanctioned  the  new  schedule 
of  rates  proposed  by  the  company  except  as  to  the  multi-party 
rural  serviee.  The  order  follnv.  M-.'U2 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OP  THE 

OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  t  \ppliraiion  of  tin  <>un<ty  Telephone  Company 

fur  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  exchange  service  at  Benson, 

Mil 

on,  secretary;   M. 

Knutson.  manager,  for  the  telephone  company. 

There  were  no  appearances  In  protest  to  the  petition. 
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Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  before  Com- 
ioner  F.  W.  Putnam,  in  the  Commercial  Club  rooms  at  Benson,  Min- 
nesota. May  27.  1918. 

The  present  rates  for  telephone  service  at  Benson  are  $2.00  per  month 
for  business  telephones  and  $1.00  per  month  for  residence  and  rural  tele- 
phones. 

The  petitioner  requests  authority  to  place  into  effect  the  following 
schedule: 

Individual  lino  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-p'arty  line  residence  (desk  set) .   1.50  per  month  gross 
Four-party  line  residence  (wall  set) .   1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.75  per  month  gross 

Business  extension  50  per  month  net 

Residence  extension 50  per  month  net 

Extension  bells    2.00  per  year  net 

All  gross  rates  to  be  payable  monthly  with  a  discount  of  25  cents  per 
month  if  paid  at  the  company's  office  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month 
in  which  the  service  is  rendered,  excepting  multi-party  rural  rates,  which 
are  payable  quarterly,  with  a  discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  at  the  company's 
office  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  first  month  of  the  quarter  in  which  the 
service  is  rendered. 

The  Swift  County  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  organized  in 
1905.  It  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Benson,  Minnesota,  serving 
a  total  of  839  telephones,  of  which  497  are  located  within  the  village  and 
342  are  rural  subscribers  within  the  vicinity  of  Benson.  It  also  furnishes 
service  to  several  rural  lines  upon  a  switching  basis.  It  appears  that  the 
original  exchange  was  acquired  by  purchase,  which  was  rebuilt  in  1905 
and  again  reconstructed  in  1912.  The  aerial  wire  construction  has  been 
replaced  from  tame  to  time  with  aerial  cable  until  the  plant  might  now 
be  reasonably  termed  an  aerial  cable  plant.  The  rural  lines  of  the  com- 
pany have  been  extended  so  that  at  the  present  time  it  operates  approxi- 
mately 219  miles  of  rural  pole  line.  Although  the  evidence  submitted  would 
indicate  a  good  class  of  construction,  rural  service  is  furnished  over 
grounded  lines,  which  it  is  believed  should  be  made  metallic  before  a  first- 
class  rural  telephone  service  can  be  furnished. 

During  the  winters  of  1917  and  1918  the  company  replaced  its  subscrib- 
ers' station  equipment  and  central  office  equipment  with  modern  common 
battery  apparatus,  thus  converting  the  plant  from  a  magneto  to  a  central 
energy  system  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $11,000.00. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  evidence  in  this  case  the  Commission  finds 
that  the  proposed  rates  for  service  within  the  village  are  fair  and  reason- 
able rates,  but  that  in  this  case  the  rates  for  multi-party  rural  service  shall 
not  be  more  than  $1.50  per  month  gross,  which  combined  with  the  proposed 
rates  for  service  within  the  village  will  provide  sufficient  revenues  to  take 
care  of  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  depreciation,  and  permit  of  a 
fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Swift  County  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  into  effect  as  of  September  1, 
1918,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  Benson, 
Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  1.50  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.50  per  month  gross 

Business  extension   50  per  month  net 

Residence  extension 50  per  month  net 

Extension  bells   2.00  per  year  net 
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All  rates  to  be  billed  gross  except  where  quoted  net.  All  gross  rates 
to  be  payable  monthly  in  advance  with  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  month 
if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered, 
except  that  multi-party  rural  rates  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance,  with 
<a  discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  first  month  of 
the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  on.  or  before  the  15th  of  the 
second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or 
before  the  15th  of  the  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  2nd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  ORDER. 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Swift  County  Telephone  Company 
for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  exchange  service  at  Benson, 
Minnesota. 

Whereas,  on  the  2nd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918,  this  Commission  issued 
its  order  in  the  above  entitled  matter  authorizing  a  certain  increase  in 
telephone  rates  to  said  petitioner,  and 

Whrreas,  this  Commission,  upon  checking  the  records  of  said  case,  finds 
that  a  clerical  error  was  made  and  that  the  order  does  not  comply  with 
the  petition  and  the  intention  of  the  Commission. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  that  the  order  of  August  2nd,  A.  D.  1918,  'be 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"It  is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Swift  County  Telephone  Com- 
pany be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of 
September  1,  1918,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone 
service  at  Benson,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.'25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.50  per  month  gross 

Business  extension 50  per  month  net 

dence  extension    50  per  month  net 

Extension  bells    2.00  per  year  net 

All  rates  to  be  billed   gross  except  where  quoted  net.     All  gross 

rates  to  be  payable  monthly   in  advance  with  a  discount  of  25  cents 

PIT   month   if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month   in  which   the 

-ice  is   rendered,    <\<tj>t    that    multi-party  rural   rates   are  payable 

quarterly  in  advance,  with  a  discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before 

the  15th  of  the  first  month  of  the  quarter;   a  discount   of  50  cents  if 

paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a 

ount.  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  third  month  of 

the  quarter." 

By  the  Commission. 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSED*, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  10th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Tracy, 
Minn. ;  Tri  State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  substituted  as 
petitioner  The  Northwestern  Telephone  K\<-!i.niL!r  Company  came 

into    possession    of  a   local    telephone    exehaii^c    jit    Tracy    by    pur- 
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chase  in  l!HHi.  Various  extensions  and  improvements  wt«re  made 
sinee  that  time,  and  in  1!)1(>  the  entire  city  plant  was  reconstruct  - 
ed,  being  converted  from  a  magneto  to  a  centra!  energy  system. 
The  Tri-Sta*'-  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  aeciuired  the  prop- 
erty on  -Inly  1,  1!MS.  l>y  })iirehase  and  was  siil>st it nted  as  petitioner. 
Upon  a  showing  that  the  prevailing  rates  were  insufficient  to  cover 
the  legitimate  expenses  of  operation  and  depreciation  and  to  yield 
a  fair  return  upon  the  investment  as  indicated  by  the  reports  of 
the  Commission's  engineer  and  statistician,  the  proposed  increase 
was  allowed.  The  order  follows :  M-262 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  'application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 

Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  exchange  service 

at  Tracy,  Minnesota. 

Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  substitute  petitioner. 

Appearances — E.  A.  Prendergast,  general  counsel;  L.  G.  Woodford,  ap- 
praisal engineer;  W.  H.  Buckingham,  statistician;  L.  B.  Wilson,  commercial 
superintendent,  for  the  petitioner.  G.  H.  Hanson,  mayor;  A.  R.  English, 
city  attorney;  Judge  F.  S.  Brown,  for  the  city. 

Upon  due  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Tracy,  Min- 
nesota, November  8,  1917.  Although  parties  representing  the  city  were 
present,  no  testimony  was  offered  in  protest  to  the  application. 

The  present  rates  are  $2.50  per  month  for  business  telephones  and  $1.50 
per  month  for  residence  telephones,  with  a  discount  of  25  cents  for  prompt 
payment. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  rates: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  to  be  tallowed  if  the  'bill  is  paid 
on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  acquired  the  local  tele- 
phone exchange  at  Tracy  by  purchase  in  1906.  Since  that  time,  numerous 
extensions  have  been  made  to  both  the  city  and  rural  plant,  and  in  1916, 
the  entire  city  plant  was  reconstructed,  converting  it  from  a,  magneto  to 
a  central  energy  system. 

The  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company,  a  corporation,  with 
its  headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  which  operates  numerous  ex- 
changes and  a  system  of  toll  lines  in  this  state,  became  the  owner  of  the 
Tracy  exchange  on  July  1,  1918,  by  purchase  duly  authorized  by  an  order 
of  this  Commission  under  date  of  May  2,  1918,  and  upon  due  notice  became 
the  substitute  petitioner  in  this  case. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  presented  exhibits 
covering  the  operating  revenues  and  expenses  of  the  Tracy  plant  and  also 
submitted  an  exhibit  of  a  valuation  of  the  Tracy  property  made  from  an 
inventory  taken  in  May  1917.  The  Commission  had  its  engineer  make  a 
valuation  of  the  property  and  its  accountant  make  an  examination  as  to 
the  revenues  and  operating  expenses  of  the  exchange  and  finds  that  the 
rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates  and  will  not  yield  more 
than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  de- 
preciation and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  oftect,  as  of 
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September  1,  1918,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone  serv- 
ice at  Tracy,  Minnesota. 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  if  the  bill  is  paid  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  3rd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  People's  Telephone  Company  for  authority 
to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Chatfield,  Racine,  St. 
Charles,  Spring  Valley  and  Stewartville,  Minnesota — The  People's 
Telephone  Company,  organixrd  in  1898,  on  January  1,  1918,  hail 
M'2  stockholders  with  stock  outstanding  to  the  amount  of  $99,- 
600.00,  and  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $50,000.00.  It  served  2,793 
Citrons  from  its  five  exchanges  at  Chatfield,  Racine,  St.  Charles, 
Spring  Valley  and  Stewartville.  The  greater  part  of  the  system 
was  of  open  wire  construction  which  had  been  allowed  to  deterior- 
ate to  an  unreasonable  degree.  For  some  years  dividends  of  8 
per  cent  on  preferred  stock  and  4  per  cent  on  common  stock  had 
been  declared,  but  no  provision  whatever  had  been  made  for  =i 
depreciation  reserve  until  the  last  year  or  two.  After  a  caivf-il 
examination  and  study,  the  Commission  became  convinced  that 
the  company  should  have  the  rates  proposed  in  order  to  maintain 
the  plant,  provide  for  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the 
'inrnt.  Following  is  the  order:  M-287 

r.IOPORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  People's  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Chatfleld,  Racine,  St. 
Charles,  Spring  Valley  and  Stew'artvill<\  Minnesota. 

I'ui>uant  to  notice,  hearings  in  the  abov.-  matt.-r  were  held  at  St. 
rharb-s.  rhatfi.'ld  and  Spring  Valley  on  February  6,  7  and  8,  1918,  re- 
spect i\<  ly.  Tin-  company  was  n-pn-M-ntrd  by  Joseph  Underleak,  attorney; 
i:  .1  Oolby,  mana^-p.  and  M.  <;.  Silshr»>,  bookkeeper.  At  each  of  the  hear- 
ings >ul  representing  tho  businos  interests  of  the  communities 
present,  but  no  objections  to  tin-  application  \\<>re  filed. 

People's    Telephone    Company    is    a    corporation,    with    its    head- 
quarters at  Chat  fiHd;    it   op. -ntes  local  -s  at  Chatfield,  Racine,  St. 

I  Stewartville.  with  an  «»  system  of  rural 

lin«'S  in  the  \  tin-  < onmiunities  served  and  toll  lines  connecting  the 

several   •  h-b-phone  service  at  ea< 

above  exchanges  is  $2.(M)  a  month  for  a  business  tri.-phone  and  $1.25  a 
month   for  a  barge  of  $1.2.r>   per   month  is  made 

for  rural  telephone  m-i-vie.-.   \\iih   a   di-<mmt   of  25  cents   p.  r  month   if  paid 
(|iiart«Tly  in  I 
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The   petitioner   seeks   authority    to   place   in   effect  at  each   of  its   ex- 
changes the  following  rat. 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Lodges  and  club  rooms 1.50  per  month  gross 

Multi-party  rural   1.50  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  on  business  and  resi- 
dence telephones  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  current 
month.  On  multi-party  rural  service,  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is 
to  be  allowed  if  paid  quarterly  in  advance  -before  the  middle  of  the  quarter. 
The  number  of  local  and  rural  stations  in  service  as  of  January  1,  1918, 
was  as  f611ows: 

Chatfield 691 

Racine   170 

St.  Charles . 812 

Spring  Valley .' G27 

Stewartville  493 


Total    2,793 

The  People's  Telephone  Company  was  organized  in  1898,  and  began 
operating  exchanges  at  the  towns  named  during  the  period  from  1898  to 
1900.  The  company  has  stock  outstanding  to  the  amount  of  $99,600.00,  and 
has  issued  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $50,000.00.  There  are  142  stockholders, 
the  majority  of  whom  are  residents  of  the  communities  in  which  the  com- 
pany operates.  The  company  at  one  time  had  outstanding  preferred  stock 
to  the  amount  of  $16,800.00,  the  last  of  which  was  retired  in  1915.  For 
several  years  the  company  paid  ia  dividend  of  8  per  cent  on  the  preferred 
stock  and  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent  on  its  common  stock,  but  no  provision 
was  made  for  depreciation  until  the  last  year  or  two.  For  the  years  1916 
and  1917,  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent  was  paid  upon  the  common  stock.  With 
the  exception  of  the  exchange  at  Spring  Vialley,  the  majority  of  the  plant 
is  of  open  wire  construction  and  inspection  indicates  that  it  has  been  al- 
lowed to  deteriorate  to  an  unreasonable  degree. 

At  Racine  subscribers  are  given  the  choice  of  service  to  either  Stew- 
artville or  Spring  Valley.  At  the  other  points  local  service  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  exchange  area.  Since  the  population  of  the  village  of  Racine 
is  in  no  case  greater  than  one-qarter  of  the  population  of  the  other  ex- 
changes and  since  the  service  of  subscribers  at  that  exchange  would  be 
extremely  limited  if  confined  to  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  and  the 
few  rural  subscribers  connected  therewith,  the  Commission  believes  that 
the  practice  of  giving  the  patrons  at  this  point  the  choice  of  service  to 
either  Spring  Vally  or  Stewartville  when  paying  the  same  rate  as  is 
charged  for  service  at  the  other  exchanges,  should  be  continued. 

The  Commission  has  had  an  exhaustive  examination  made  of  the  'books 
and  records  of  'account  of  the  telephone  company  and  finds  that  the  rates 
petitioned  for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates  and  will  not  yield  more  revenue 
than  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  ordinary  operating  expenses,  provide 
for  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  on  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  People's  Telephone  Company  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  September  1,  1918, 
the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  its  exchanges 
located  at  Chatfield,  Racine,  St.  Charley,  Spring  Valley  and  Stewartville: 

Individual  line  'business $2.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business  2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

Lodges  and  clubs   1.50  per  month  gross 

Multi-party  rural   1.50  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  if  the  bill  is  paid  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered.  Except 
that  multi-party  rural  rates  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance,  a  discount  of 
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75  cents  to  be  allowed  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  first  month  of 
the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the 
second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before 
the  15th  of  the  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  that  subscribers  at  Racine  be  given  the  choice  of 
service  to  either  Stewartville  or  Spring  Valley. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSHN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  3rd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Deer  Creek  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  exchange  and  rural  rates  at  Deer 
Creek,  Minnesota — The  Deer  Creek  Telephone  Company  served 
272  telephone  patrons  in  and  near  Deer  Creek  at  a  uniform  rate 
of  $1.00  a  month  for  all  classes  of  service.  This  rate  was  alleged 
to  be  inadequate  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  telephone  plant 
and  to  provide  for  a. depreciation  and  fair  return  to  the  stockhold- 
ers. An  increase  of  rates  and  ^classification  of  the  service  was 
urged  by  the  company.  Permission  also  was  asked  to  impose  in 
installation  charge  of  $5.00  to  be  absorbed  in  the  telephone 
charges  after  six  months;  also  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  moving  or 
changing  telephone  instruments.  At  the  hearing  the  company 
made  no  showing  as  to  the  necessity  for  installation  or  moving 
charges,  but  produced  ample  evidence  to  show  that  its  service 
could  not  be  maintained  unless  an  advance  in  rates  was  author- 
ized. Thereupon  the  Commission  made  the  following  order: 

M-288 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the-  Deer  Creek  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone  exchange  service  at 
Deer  Creek,  Minnesota. 

Appearances — H.  A.  Baker,  manager;  E.  J.  Zabel,  bookkeeper,  for  the 
telephone  company.  A.  Vid.  t-n.  for  the  rural  subscribers. 

Upon  due  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Deer  C: 
Minnesota.  March  5,  1918.  The  Deer  Creek  Telephone  Company  is  a  cor- 
poration, organized  in  1906,  and  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at 
r  Creek,  together  with  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity  serving  272  sub- 
scribers. Since  its  organization  the  rate  for  telephone  service  has  been 
11.00  per  month  for  'business,  residence  and  rural  telephone  service.  The 
petitioner  swks  authority  to  place  into  effect  the  following  schedule  of 
rates. 

Individual  line  business   .  ...$2.00  per  month  gross 

Individual  lin«    residence  ...  1.75  per  month  gross 

Party  iin«    residence  h  gross 

Multi-part v  rura.  ...  1.50  per  month  gross 

1.00  per  month  gross 

A  discount   of  2  <>nth  to  be  allowed   if  the  bill  Is  paid 

ferly  on  »  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter  in  which 

the  service  Is  rendered. 
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The  petition  also  requests  authority  to  charge  an  installation  fee  of 
$5.00  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  installation  and  to  be  applied  upon  the 
charge  for  service  after  six  months.  Also  a  charge  of  $1.00  to  cover  the 
cost  of  moving  or  ''hanging  location  of  instruments. 

The  company  lias  stock  outstanding  to  the  amount  of  $9,000.00.  Up 
to  December  31,  1917,  no  dividend  had  been  paid  and  no  provision  had  been 
made  for  depreciation.  Any  surplus  which  may  have  accumulated  has  been 
used  in  making  extensions  to  the  plant.  The  exchange  has  been  very  eco- 
nomically operated  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  a  possible  detriment  to 
the  service.  Certain  of  the  rural  subscribers  oibjected  to  an  increase  in 
their  rate  for  service  on  the  grounds  that  the  service  furnished  was  very 
poor  and  that  frequently  considerable  delay  was  experienced  in  getting  the 
operator  at  the  central  office.  The  company  is  directed  to  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  furnish  all  subscribers  with  a  good  and  adequate 
telephone  service.  The  Commission  has  bad  its  accountant  make  an  ex- 
amination of  the  books  and  records  of  account  of  the  telephone  company 
and  finds  that  the  rates  petitioned  for,  with  slight  modifications,  are  fair 
and  reasonable  rates,  and  will  not  yield  more  than  sufficient  revenues  to 
provide  for  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return 
upon  the  investment. 

No  evidence  whatever  was  offered  to  show  the  necessity  for  the  in- 
stallation charge  of  $5.00  or  for  the  charge  of  $1.00  for  moving  and  changing 
instruments,  and  that  part  of  the  application  is  denied. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Deer  Creek  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is~  hereby  authorized  to  place  into  effect,  as  of  September  1, 
1918,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  exchange  service  at  Deer 
Creek,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business   $2.00  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Party  line  residence  1.50  per  month  gross 

Multi-party  rural  1.50  per  month  gross 

Extension   telephones    75  per  month  net 

All  gross  rates  to  be  payable  monthly  in  advance  with  a  discount  of  25 
cents  per  month  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the 
service  is  rendered,  except  that  multi-party  rural  rates  are  payable  quar- 
terly with  a  discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  ibefore  the  15th  of  the  first 
month  of  the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  on  or  'before  the  15th 
of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on 
or  before  the  15th  of  the  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEJN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  August  3,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  New  Richland  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  New  Richland 
and  Waldorf,  Minnesota — The  New  Richland  Telephone  Company 
operated  exchanges  at  New  Richland  and  Waldorf,  with  numer- 
ous rural  lines,  serving  a  total  of  866  telephone  stations.  The 
company's  books  showed  a  depreciation  reserve  of  $11,400.00,  but 
none  of  the  money  was  available,  it  having  been  expended  in  ex- 
tension and  improvement  work.  The  company's  operating  ex- 
penses had  been  increased  materially,  due  in  part  to  advance  in 
the  cost  of  material  and  labor  and  to  the  enforcement  of  the  state 
minimum  wage  law.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  com- 
pany and  the  investigations  of  the  Commission  that  the  new  rates 
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proposed  by  the  company  would  not  be  excessive  under  the  cir- 
cumstances and  they  were  approved.     The  order  is  as  follows: 

M-279 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  New  Richland  Telephone  Company 

for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  New 

Richland  and  Waldorf,  Minnesota. 

Appearances — E.  J.  Batchelder,  president;  H.  E.  Johnson,  secretary; 
M.  H.  Hodgkins,  manager,  for  the  petitioner. 

There  were  no  appearances  in  protest  to  the  ap plication. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  ahove  matter  was  held  at  New 
Richland,  Minnesota,  January  10,  1918. 

The  present  and  proposed  rates  at  New  Richland  are  as  follows: 

Present. 

Individual  line  business  (desk) $2.00  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  business   (wall) 1.75  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  (desk) 1.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  (wall) 1.00  per  month  gross 

Multi-party  rural  15.00  per  annum  gross 

Proposed. 

Individual  line  business    (desk) $2.00  per  month  net 

Individual  line  business   (wall) 1.75  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence  (desk) 1.25  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence   (wall) 1.00  per  month  net 

Multi-party   rural    16.00  per  annum  net 

The  present  gross  rates  for  village  service  are  subject  to  a  discount  of 
12  per  cent  if  paid  six  months  in  advance. 

The  present  multi-party  rural  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  $3.00  per 
annum  if  paid  six  month  in  advance. 

The  proposed  multi-party  rural  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  $2.00 
per  annum  if  paid  six  months  in  advance. 

The  present  and  proposed  rates  at  Wlaldorf  are  as  follows: 

Present. 

Individual  line  business  $1.50  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month  net 

Multi-party  rural   15.00  per  annum  gross 

Proposed. 

Individual  lino  business   $1.75  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence   1.00  per  month  net 

Multip.irtv  rural    16.00  per  annum  pt) 

Tin-  present  multiparty  rural  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  $3.00  if 
paid  six  month  in  adva 

The  proposed  multi-party  rural  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  $2.00 
per  annum  if  paid  six  months  in  advance. 

Tin-  New    Richland   Telephone   Company    is   a    corporation,  operating  ex- 
Mges   at    New    Hichland    and    Waldorf   and    numerous    rural    lines    in    the 
vicinity   th.-r-  ng  a  total  of  866  stations.     It  has  capital  stock  out- 

standing to  the  amount   of  $27,500.00;    a  $3,500.00,  and   the 

books    show    a   depreciation    reserve   of   $11,040.00.      None   of    the    n  serve 
is  now  a.  be  money  having  Q  and  betterments 

to  the   pliint.     The  operating   expenses  of  the  company   hav,-  increased  ma- 
terially, due  to  the  operation  of  the  minimum  wa^e  law  as  applied  to 
prior  general    Increase    in    the   cost   of   material   and 

labor.      The    Commission    has    made    an    exhaustive    examination    of    the 
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books  and  records  of  account  of  the  New  Richland  Telephone  Company 
and  finds  that  the  rates  applied  for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates  and 
operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  New  Richland  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  in  effect  as  of  September  1, 
1918,  the  following  rate  schedules  for  New  Highland  and  Waldorf,  Minne- 
sota : 

New   Richland. 

Individual  line  business    (desk) $2.00  per  month  net 

Individual  line  business   (wall) 1.75  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence  (desk) 1.25  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence   (wall) 1.00  per  month  net 

.Multi-party  rual   16.00  pe  annum  gross 

The  multi-party  rural  rate  to  be  subject  to  a  discount  of  $2.00  per 
year  if  paid  six' months  in  advance. 

Waldorf. 

Individual  line  (business   $1.75  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence   1.00  per  month  net 

Multi-party  rural   16.00  per  annum  gross 

The  multi-party  rural  rate  is  subject  to  a  discount  of  $2.00  per  annum 
if  paid  six  months  in  advance. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  5th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Charles  Gomer  et  al.  vs.  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone 
Company  and  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Company — Both 
the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Austin,  and  the  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany, with  headquarters  at  Brownsdale,  supplied  rural  service  in 
the  township  of  Red  Rock.  Certain  subscribers  of  the  Brownsdale 
Company  and  certain  subscribers  of  the  Interstate  Company  were 
neighbors  and  desired  telephone  communication  with  each  other. 
They  applied  to  the  Commission  for  an  order  directing  inter- 
change of  messsages  between  the  two  companies  in  the  town  of 
Red  Rock,  and  for  a  flat  rate  in  addition  to  the  regular  rental 
for  the  combined  service.  The  Commission  was  unable  to  devise 
a  plant  that  would  give  the  petitioners  the  service  desired  without 
creating  discrimination  against  other  subscribers  of  either  of  the 
telephone  companies.  To  extend  the  service  requested  to  all  sub- 
scribers, it  was  found,  would  place  an  unreasonable  financial  bur- 
den upon  the  companies.  It  appeared  that  there  was  in  effect  a 
toll  rate  of  10  cents  per  message  between  the  exchanges  of  the 
two  companies  which  enabled  the  petitioners  to  reach  each  other. 
The  petition  was  denied  by  the  following  order:  M-243 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  Charles  Gomer  et  al.,  for  the  interchange 
of  messages  between  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company 
and  the  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Company. 
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The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  2nd  day  of  April, 
1918,  at  2:30  p.  m.,  at  the  Commercial  Club  rooms  at  Austin,  Minnesota. 

There  appeared  the  following  persons: 

C.  B.  Randall,  secretary,  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company. 
R.  R.  Stevens,  commercial  superintendent,  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company;  G.  F.  Beattie,  district  manager  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company  R.  A.  Alsop,  manager,  Northwestern  Telephone  Ex- 
change Company.  A.  W.  Wright,  attorney,  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Tele- 
phone Company.  J.  L.  Gulden,  manager,  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone 
Company.  G.  C.  Clarke,  Brownsdale  Telephone  Company.  Ray  Clarke, 
manager,  Brownsdale  Telephone  Co.  Charles  Gomer,  H.  Smith,  L.  L. 
Hockett,  Geo.  Gammell,  Frank  A.  Smith,  petitioners. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Com- 
pany i.<  operating  a  telephone  exchange  in  the  city  of  Austin,  Minnesota, 
with  rural  lines  extending  into  the  township  of  Red  Rock  and  surrounding 
townships;  that  the  petitioners  named  in  the  foregoing  matter  are  sub- 
scribers to  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  residing  in  the 
rural  districts; 

That  the  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Company  operates  a  tele- 
phone exchange  plant  at  Brownsdale,  Minnesota,  some  eight  (8)  miles 
northeast  of  the  village  of  Austin,  with  rural  lines  extending  southwest 
and  serving  subscribers  resident  adjacent  to  subscribers  to  the  Interstate 
Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company's  rural  lines; 

That  certain  subscribers  of  the  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany and  certain  subscribers  of  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Com- 
pany are  neighbors,  residing  in  the  town  of  Red  Rock;  that  the  application 
herein  seeks  to  have  the  service  of  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone 
Company  and  the  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Company  combined  for 
those  subscribers  of  the  respective  cmpanies  that  are  resident  along  this 
border  territory,  and  that  a  flat  rate  be  established  in  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar rental  for  this  combined  service. 

The  Commission  has  made  an  extended  investigation  of  the  facts  and 
conditions  surrounding  these  subscribers,  and  is  unable  to  establish  a  zone 
system  that  will  give  to  the  petitioners  the  service  asked  for  without  dis- 
criminating against  other  subscribers  to  either  of  the  respective  telephone 
companies;  or,  if  the  service  is  extended  to  all  subscribers,  without  placing 
an  unreasonable  financial  burden  upon  the  telephone  companies. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  toll  rate  in  effect  between  the  exchanges 
of  10  cents  per  message,  which  enables  the  subscribers  and  petitioners  in 
this  matter  to  reach  by  telephone  the  subscribers  to  the  other  telephone 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  that  the  application  of  the  petitioner  for  a  flat 
rate  for  interchange  message*  between  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Tele- 
phone Company  and  the  Brownsdale  Telephone  Exchange  Company  Is  here- 
by den 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  12th  .lay  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  Andrew  Davis  for  an  indeterminate  permit  to 
construct  and  operate  a  telephone  line  in  the  village  of  Elk  River, 
Minnesota  The  village  of  Klk  K'iver,  county  seal  of  Sherlmrne 
County,  was  serve, 1  by  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Kxchange 
Company,  while  tin-  other  villa  tin1  county,  as  well  as  the 

rural  districts,  \\cn-  served  by  the  Sherhurne  Comity  Kural  Tele- 
phone Company.  Tin-  latter  made  no  toll  charge  between  its 
vat  '  .  Becker,  Clear  Lake  and  Lake  I 

inont  (Zimmerman).    Residents  of  Klk  Kiver  were  required  to  pay 
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toll  to  reach  points  in  the  county  beyond  that  village.  The  peti- 
tioner, Andrew  Davis,  a  resident  of  Klk  River,  desired  a  permit 
to  construct  a  telephone  line  from  Klk  River  to  connect  with  the 
•em  of  the  Sherhnrne  County  Rural  Telephone  Company,  with 
the  object  of  obtaining  a  cheaper  telephonic  communication  be- 
tween Elk  River  and  other  points  in  the  county.  It  appeared  at 
the  hearing  that  the  Northwestern  Company  was  providing  satis- 
factory local  service  at  Elk  River  and  that  there  was  no  public 
demand  for  an  additional  local  exchange.  It  also  appeared  that 
the  Sherburne  County  Company  had  a  right  to  construct  a  toll 
line  from  one  of  its  exchanges  to  Elk  River  and  establish  a  toil 
office  therein.  The  Commission  could  find  no  authority  to  grant  a 
permit  for  such  a  toll  line  by  the  petitioner  and  consequently  the 
request  was  denied.  The  order  is  as  follows:  M-317 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  Andrew  Davis  for  indeterminate  permit 

to  construct  and  operate  a  telephone  line  in  the  village  of  Elk  River, 

Minnesota. 

The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  26th  day  of 
April,  1918,  at  10:30  A.  M.,  in  the  Court  House  at  Elk  River,  Minnesota. 
There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  petitioner  the  following  named  persons: 

C.  S.  Wheaton,  -attorney.  W.  T.  Perry,  County  Agricultural  agent.  C. 
L.  White,  farmers  and  subscribers  to  Shenburne  County  Rural  Telephone 
Company.  C.  T.  Knapp,  secretary  and  treasurer,  Sherburne  County  Rural 
Telephone  Company.  Andrew  Davis,  petitioner. 

In  behalf  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  the  follow- 
ing named  persons: 

L.  B.  Wilson,  commercial  superintendent;  W.  H.  Thorpe,  local  manager, 
Elk  River,  Minnesota. 

The  petitions  in  the  foregoing  matter  were  filed  under  Section  13, 
Chapter  152,  of  the  Laws  of  Minnesota  for  1915,  seeking  to  obtain  the 
right  to  construct  through  the  village  of  Elk  River,  Minnesota,  telephone 
lines  for  the  use  of  the  residents  of  said  village. 

The  Commission  finds  from  the  evidence  that  the  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company  is  operating  an  exchange  plant  in  said  village, 
and  is  giving  such  service  as  the  public  convenience  requires  for  the  ex- 
change area,  including  the  said  village  of  Elk  River; 

That  there  is  a  demand  for  communication  between  the  village  of  Elk 
River  and  the  subscribers  to  the  Sherburne  County  Rural  Telephone  system, 
which  operates  in  practically  all  portions  pf  Sherburne  county,  with  the 
exception  of  the  village  of  Elk  River;  that  the  subscribers  to  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company  in  Elk  River  have  access  to  the 
Sherburne  County  Rural  Telephone  system  subscribers  by  toll  lines  running 
from  Elk  River  to  Big  Lake  and  there  connecting  with  the  Sherburne 
County  Rural  Telephone  system's  exchange; 

That  the  only  demand  for  service,  is  this  service  with  the  Sherburne 
County  Rural  Telephone  system  upon  a  cheaper  basis  than  is  now  in 
force  over  the  toll  lines  between  Elk  River  iand  Big  Lake;  that  the  Sher- 
iburne  County  Rural  Telephone  system  is  operating  exchanges  in  the  vil- 
lages of  Big  Lake,  Becker,  Clear  Lake  and  Lake  Fremont,  and  that  said 
system  is  furnishing  service  throughout  its  entire  system  for  the  monthly 
rental  charged  each  subscriber,  and  that  no  toll  charge  is  made  for  sub- 
scribers between  its  various  exchanges; 
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That  Elk  River  is  the  county  seat  of  Sherburne  county  and  that  there 
is  a  great  demand  for  telephone  connection  between  the  various  sub- 
scribers of  the  Sherburne  County  Rural  system  and  the  county  officials 
and  business  men  of  Elk  River; 

That  under  said  Section  13  of  the  Telephone  Act  this  Commission  has 
authority  to  issue  indeterminate  permits  in  villages  where  public  con- 
venience requires  such  action. 

The  Commission  finds  th-at  in  the  village  of  Elk  River  the  North- 
ern Telephone  Exchange  Company  is  furnishing  local  exchange  service 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  and  that  there  is  no  public  demand  and 
no  public  convenience  to  ,be  satisfied,  requiring  the  issuance  of  an  inde- 
terminate permit  for  the  operation  of  an  additional  local  exchange  in  Elk 
River;  that  the  petitioner,  from  the  evidence  introduced,  is  merely  seeking 
to  extend  a  toll  line  from  his  place  of  business  to  connect  with  the  Sher- 
burne County  Ruraf  Telephone  system.  This  purpose  can  be  carried  out 
and  arranged  for  by  the  petitioner  and  the  Sherburne  County  Rural  Tele- 
phone system  by  the  construction  of  toll  lines  from  one  of  the  exchanges 
of  the  Sherburne  County  Rural  Telephone  system  to  the  village  of  Elk 
River,  and  the  establishing  of  a  toll  office  in  said  village  of  Elk  River 
by  the  Sherburne  County  Rural  Telephone  system; 

That  the  Commission  has  no  jurisdiction  to  grant  a  permit  to  the 
petitioner  for  the  construction  of  such  toll  line,  and  that  there  is  no 
limitation  in  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  restraining  said  petitioner 
or  said  Sherburne  County  Rural  Telephone  system  from  constructing  said 
line  if  they  so  deem  it  advisable. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  that  the  above  entitled  petition  be  and  is 
hereby  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSBX, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  12th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 


Application  of  the  Home  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Grand  Meadow,  Minnesota 
—The  Home  Telephone  Company,  organized  in  1905,  served  427 
subscribers  in  and  near  the  village  of  Grand  Meadow.  For  seven 
years  the  company  had  declared  dividends  averaging  5.46  per  cent 
a  year,  but  had  made  no  provision  for  depreciation.  The  system 
had  been  very  economically  managed  and  apparently  dividends 
had  beeen  paid  at  the  expense  of  plant  maintenance.  It  app- 
ing  that  the  proposed  rates  wrre  fair  and  re.isnnablc,  the  Com- 
mission mad*-  the  following  order:  M  -"><^ 

BEFORE  THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 

«  >F  .MINNESOTA. 

In   the   matter  of   the   application   of   the   Home  Telephone   Company   for 
authority   to   increase   its   local   and   rural    telephone   rates   at   Grand 

do\v.    Mi: 

Appearances— C.  L.  Schroeder,  presiden  M  Axness,  secretary,  for 

tin-  |>»>tifion<-r. 

There  were  no  appearances  in  protest  to  the  application 
IMi;-.>u:mf    to  M    the   above   niaiHT    was    held    at    Q 

Meadow,  Minnesota,  April  23,  1918. 
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The  present  rates  of  the  Home  Telephone  Company  at  Grand  Meadow 
are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business   $1.35  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   1.35  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  1.10  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.10  per  month  gross. 

Rural  multi-party   1.10  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  10  cents  per  month  is  allowed  if  the  rental  is  paid  on 
before  the  last  day  of  the  quarter. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  the  following  rates  into  effect: 

Individual  line  business   $1.60  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   1.35  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.35  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.10  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party   1.10  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  10  cents  per  month  to  be  iallowed  on  residence  and  rural 
telephone  if  paid  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount 
of  10  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  on  ibusiness  telephones  if  paid  within 
the  month  following  that  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

The  Home  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  organized  in  1905. 
The  outstanding  capital  stock  is  $9,125.00,  and  there  is  a  debt  of  $1,700.00. 
The  company  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  in  the  village  of  Grand 
Meadow,  Minnesota,  and  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  furnishing  serv- 
ice to  a  total  of  427  subscribers.  Considerable  reconstruction  work  has 
been  done  during  the  past  eighteen  month,  much  of  the  aerial  wire  within 
the  village  (being  replaced  with  underground  cable.  The  company  has  paid 
a  dividend  averaging  5.46  per  cent  per  annum,  tout  no  allowance  has  been 
made  for  depreciation.  The  operation  of  the  telephone  plant  has  been  very 
economically  carried  on  and  inspection  of  the  plant  would  indicate  that 
dividends  have  been  paid  at  the  expense  of  plant  maintenance.  The  Com- 
mission has  bad  its  accountant  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books 
and  records  of  account  of  the  petitioner,  and  finds  that  the  rates  applied 
for  are  fair  and  reasonable  and  will  not  produce  more  revenue  than  is 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair 
return  on  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Home  Telephone  Company.be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule  of 
rates:  * 

Individual  line  business $1.60  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business   1.35  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence   1.35  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.10  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.10  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  10  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  on  residence  and  busi- 
ness telephones  within  the  village  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  last 
day  of  the  month  following  that  in  which  the  service  is  rendered,  and  a  dis- 
count of  10  cents  per  month  will  be  allowed  on  rural  telephones  if  paid  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  the  quarter  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEIN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  23rd  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Granite  Falls  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Granite  Falls,  Min- 
nesota— The  Granite  Falls  Telephone  Company,  organized  in  1905, 
served  317  local  and  249  rural  subscribers  from  its  exchange  it 
Granite  Falls.  For  some  years  the  company  had  obtained  a  rate 
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of  $2.00  a  month  for  business  service  and  $1.00  a  month  for  resi- 
dence service  and  $1.50  a  month  for  rural  multi-party  service, 
stockholders,  however,  obtaining  a  reduction  from  the  rural  rate 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  holdings.  The  latter  prac- 
tice being  discriminatory  against  non-stockholders,  was  ordered 
'•ntinued.  In  1916  the  company  rebuilt  its  plant,  converting  it 
into  a  central  energy  system,  a  ft  IT  a  majority  of  the  subscribers 
had  signed  an  agreement  to  pay  an  increased  rate  in  return  for 
improved  telephone  service.  It  appearing  that  the  company  was 
entitled  to  an  increase  in  rates  in  order  to  maintain  the  plant  at 
a  proper  standard  and  to  pay  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment, 
the  Commission  made  the  following  order:  M-320 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 
In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Granite  Falls  Telephone  Company 

for  -authority  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Granite 

Falls,  Minnesota. 

Appearances— R.  F.  Wilder  (of  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company);  O.  H.  Sorlien,  secretary;  G.  L.  Wilder,  manager,  for  the.pe- 
titioner. 

No  one  appeared  to  protest  the  application. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  the  City 
Hall,  Granite  Falls,  Minnesota,  May  21,  1918. 

The  Granite  Falls  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  organized  in 
1905.  It  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Granite  Falls,  Minnesota, 
serving  317  city  and  249  rural  subscribers. 

The  present  rates  of  the  company  are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business   $2.00  per  month 

Business  extension  1.00  per  month 

Individual  line  residence  1.00  per  month 

Residence   extension    50  per  month 

Rural  multi-party  (company  owned) 1.50  per  month 

It  has  been  the  custom  for  years  past  to  make  rural  rates  to  stock- 
holders on  the  following  basis:  $1.25  per  month  to  stockholders  holding 
$50.00  work  of  stock  of  the  corporation,  and  a  rate  of  $1.00  per  month  to 
stockholders  holding  $100.00  or  more  worth  of  the  stock  of  the  corporation. 
This  practice  is  discriminatory  and  the  company  has  been  so  advised. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  In  effect  the  following  schedule 
of  r.i 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Business  extension   r,n  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residcm •••    1.50  per  month   cross 

:  ty  lin.    residence  1.25  per  month  gross 

.  Residence  extension 50  per  month  net 

nil  multi-party  (company  owned).  1.75  per  month  gross 

Extension  bell    ..'  -  per  month  net 

fount  <>f  -j :,  :  month  will  be  allowed  from  the  above  gross 

rates  if  the  bill  Is  paid  at  tin-  company's  office  on  or  before  the  10th  day 
8   month    for  tin-   ;> 

ars  ago  it  was  decided  to  reconstruct  and  install  a  central 

tit  ion  was  circulated  among  the  su  of  the  telephone  com- 

pany  which  provided  for  an  increased  schedule  of  rates  to  be  charged  if 
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a  central  energy  system  was  installed.  This  was  signed  by  166  telephone 
users  representing  218  telephones.  The  new  equipment  was  immediately 
contracted  for  and  installed.  The  new  service  has  been  furnished  since 
February,  1918. 

The  petitioner  presented  exhibits  covering  the  cost  of  operation  of  the 
n«-w  plant,  together  with  an  exhibit  of  valuation  based  on  an  inventory 
made  a  few  months  prior  to  the  hearing. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  fjacts  in  this  case,  the  Commission  finds  that 
the  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates  and  will  not  yield 
more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating  ex- 
penses, depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Granite  Falls  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  October  1,  1918, 
the  following  schedule  of  exchange  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at 
Granite  Falls,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line  business   $2.75  per  month  gross 

Business  extension   50  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence   1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence   1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Residence  extension 50  per  month  net 

Rural  multi-party   (company  owned) .   1.75  per  month  gross 

Extension  bell    25  per  month  net 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  will  be  allowed  from  the  above  gross 
rates  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  the  month  following 
that  in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  24th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

A.  L.  Buchanan  et  al.  vs.  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone 
Company,  the  Four  Corners  Telephone  Company  and  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company — Several  patrons  of  the 
Four  Corners  Telephone  Company,  residing  in  and  about  Oakland, 
Minn.,  petitioned  the  Commission  for  an  order  compelling  a 
physical  connection  between  the  toll  lines  of  the  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company,  with  a  local  exchange  system  of 
the  Four  Coiners  Telephone  Company  and  the  Interstate  Telegraph 
&  Telephone  Company  at  Oakland.  Subsequent  to  the  filing  of  the 
petition  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  pun-hased 
the  property  of  the  Northwestern  Company  in  this  locality  and  was 
thus  able,  through  the  Interstate  Company  and  the  property  of  the 
Northwestern  Company  to  supply  Hie  petitioners  wih  the  service 
they  had  requested.  The  ease  was  dismissed  by  the  following 
order.  .M-261 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 

STATE   OF  MINNESOTA. 
A.  L.  Buchanan,  et  al., 

Complainants, 
vs. 

The  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company,  The  Four 
Corners  Telephone  Company,  The  Northwestern  Tele- 
phone Exchange  Company, 

Respondents. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  A.  L.  Buchanan,  H.  Wyant,  J.  H.  Lightly, 
M.  Buchanan  and  F.  A.  Lieniger,  for  a  physical  connection  between  the 
toll  lines  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  with  the 
local  exchange  system  and  lines  of  the  Four  Corners  Telephone  Com- 
pany and  the  Interstate  Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Oakland,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the 'above  matter  was  held  at  Austin, 
Minnesota,  November  13,  1917.  It  developed  that  the  exchange  of  the  Four 
Corners  Telephone  Company  was  connected  to  the  toil  lines  of  the  Tri- 
State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  through  the  lines  of  the  Interstate 
Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  and  with  such  connections  was  able  to 
communicate  with  all  points  connected  with  the  Tri-State  system. 

Since  the  hearing  in  the  above  matter,  all  the  toll  lines  of  the  North- 
western Telephone  Exchange  Company  in  and  around  Oakland,  Minnesota, 
have  been  purchased  by  and  are  now  the  property  of  the  Tri-State  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph  Company  and  through  the  connections  with  the  Inter- 
state Telegraph  &  Telephone  Company  the  subscribers  of  the  Four  Corners 
Telephone  Company  are  able  to  communicate  with  all  points  reached  by 
either  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  or  the  Northwestern 
Telephone  Exchange  Company. 

This  case  therefore  becomes  moot,  and  is  hereby  ordered  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Arco  Telephone  Company  for  permission 
to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Arco — The  Arco  Telephone 
Company's  request  for  an  increase  in  local  exchange  rates  at  Arco 
was  denied  on  the  ground  that  tin-  evidence  submitted  at  the  hear- 
ing failed  to  verify  the  figures  of  tin*  annual  report  or  to  supplv 
any  satisfactory  data  relative  to  the  value  of  the  plant  in  service. 
It  was  found  that  the  company's  accounting  methods  were  most 
lax  and  that  its  records  had  not  been  kept  in  compliance  with 
the  uniform  system  of  accounts  prescribed  by  the  Commission. 
The  Arco  Company  was  ordered  to  install  a  system  of  accounts 
to  conform  to  the  uniform  system  adopted  for  use  l>y  telephone 
companies  in  MinneM»ia.  The  order  follov  M-.'I'Jl 

!',!•:  FORK   im:  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  OF  THE 

STATE   OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  tin-  application  of  the  Arco  Telephone  Company  for  au- 
thority to  increase  its  rales  for  loc;il  telephone  service  «t  Arco.  Min 

<>ta. 

Appearances — J.  T.  Holling,  secretary;  Julius  Itr.tndburp,  treasurer;  W. 
<;  Hanson,  manager,  for  the  company. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  abo\  •  was  held  at  the  village 

hull  at   AP-O.   Minnesota,  June   i:1,.    1918. 

The  Arco  Telephone  Company  operates  a  local  telephono  exchange  at 
and  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  serving  a  total  of 

unease  its  rates  for  business  tele- 
phones from  $1.2.".  to  $1.50  per  month,  and  its  rate  for  residence  and  rural 

telephone  $1.00  to  $1.2f»    per  month. 

•at.ni.ni   of  expenditures  made  by  th.-  company  for  the  past  ye-ar 
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was  presented,  but  it  was  impossible  to  determine  from  the  statement 
what  moneys  were  used  toward  the  operation  of  the  plant  and  that  charge- 
aible  to  the  capital  account. 

Witnesses  were  unable  to  verify  figures  shown  in  the  annual  reports 
of  the  company  nor  were  they  able  to  make  an  allocation  of  the  amounts 
covered  by  the  exhibits.  Witnesses  were  also  unable  to  give  any  satis- 
factory evidence  relative  to  the  value  of  the  telephone  plant  in  service. 

The  evidence  clearly  indicates  that  the  accounting  methods  are  very 
lax  and  that  records  are  not  kept  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system 
of  accounts  prescribed  by  this  Commission.  The  'Commission  therefore  has 
no  facts  upon  which  to  base  an  order  other  than  dismissal. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  application  be  denied,  and  the  same 
is  here  by  dismissed. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  that  the  Arco  Telephone  Company  install  a 
system  of  records  as  provided  for  in  the  uniform  system  of  accounts  pre- 
scribed .by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretory. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Watertown  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Delano,  Minnesota 
—The  Watertown  Telephone  Company  operated  a  local  telephone 
exchange  at  Delano  in  connection  with  six  other  exchanges  and 
numerous  rural  lines  forming  its  telephone  system.  For  several 
years  the  Watertown  Company  had  been  in  competition  with  the 
Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  for  the  local  service 
in  Delano,  but  in  1917  acquired  the  competing  exchange  by  pur- 
chase. After  the  consolidation  the  Watertown  Company  served 
354  local  and  rural  subscribers  from  the  Delano  exchange.  The 
company  applied  for  leave  to  raise  its  rates  on  the  ground  that  the 
former  rates  did  not  suffice  to 'carry  on  the  telephone  business  in 
a  proper  manner.  The  Commission  had  the  Delano  telephone  plant 
valued  by  its  engineer  and  obtained  an  exhaustive  analysis  of  the 
company's  records  and  accounts  through  its  statistician.  It  was 
shown  that  the  old  rates  failed  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  for 
operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  in- 
vestment. The  Commission  gave  its  sanction  to  the  rates  pro- 
posed, except  as  to  the  rate  for  switching  service,  which  was  re- 
duced from  $18.00  a  circuit  a  year  to  $15.00  a  year.  The  order 
follows:  M-260 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Watertown  Telephone  Company  for 

authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone  service   at  Delano, 

Minn. 

Appearances — Levi  Johnson,  secretary;  L.  B.  Bartlett,  manager;  for  the 
petitioner. 

Hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Delano,  Minn.,  October  26, 
1917. 
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The  Watertown  Telephone  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Watertown, 
Minn.,  operates  local  exchanges  at  Delano,  Watertown,  Maple  Plain,  Mound, 
St.  Bonifacius,  Mayer  and  New  Germany,  together  with  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  rural  lines  connecting  the  several  exchanges. 

For  several  years  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  oper- 
ated an  exchange  at  Delano  in  competition  with  that  of  the  petitioner. 
During  the  year  1917  the  petitioner  purchased  the  competing  exchange  from 
the  Northwestern  Company  after  which  a  consolidation  of  the  plant  and 
service  was  affected.  The  company  now  serves  a  total  of  354  local  and 
rural  subscribers  from  its  Delano  exchange.  The  present  rates  of  the  peti- 
tioner are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business $1.75  per  month  net 

Two-party  line  business 1.25  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month  net 

Extension  telephones 25  per  month  net 

Rural  multi-party   (wall) 3.00  per  quarter  net 

Rural  multi-party   (desk) 3.25  per  quarter  net 

Rural  switching  3.00  per  year  net 

The  company  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule 
of  rates: 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business 2.00  per  month  gross 

Individual   line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Extension  Telephones   25  per  month  net 

Rural   multi-party    (wall) 3.00  per  quarter  net 

Rural  multi-party   (desk) 3.25  per  quarter  net 

Rural   switching    3.00  per  year  net 

With  a  minimum  of  $18.00  per  year  net  for  each  circuit, 
discount  of  25  cents  per  month  if  the  bill  is  paid  at  the  office  of  the  com- 
pany on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  ren- 
All  the  above  gross  rates  to  be  payable  monthly  in  advance,  subject  to  a 
dered. 

The  Commission  has  had  an  exhaustive  examination  made  of  the  records 
and  accounts  of  the  company  and  has  had  its  engineer  make  a  valuation  of 
the  company's  property  constituting  the  Delano  exchange,  and  finds  that 
the  proposed  rates  will  not  yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  depreciation,  and  a  fair  return  upon 
the  investment. 

As  to  the  application  of  a  minimum  of  $18.00  per  circuit  per  year  net 
for  rural  switching,  the  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  minimum 
should  not  be  greater  than  the  revenue  to  be  realized  from  a  circuit  fur- 
nishing individual  line  residence  service,  which  in  this  case  would  amount 
to  $15.00  per  annum. 

It   Is  Therefore  Ordered.  That    the  \Vatertown  Telephone  Compan 
and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  in  effect  at  its  Delano,  Minn  . 
exchange,   the  following  schedule  of  rates   for  local   and   rural   telephone 
service: 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month  groae 

•  »- party    line   business..  1.00  P«  month  gross 

Individual   line  residence  .    1.50  per  month  gross 

'.party   line   residence l  Month  gross 

••nsion  telephones  H   per  month   net 

Rural    multiparty    (wall).  .   3.00  per  quarter  net 

Rural   multi-party    (desk  > 3.25  per  quarter  net 

Rural    switching  .  .  .   3.00  ]>• 

With  a  minimum  of  $15.00  per  riivuit    p,-r  annum. 

All  above  rates  to  be  quoted  gross  except  where  quoird  net.  All  gross 
rates  payable  monthly  in  advance,  with  a  discount  of  25  <••  month  if 
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the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  20th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service 
is  rendered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St  Paul,  Minn.,  this  7th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Applications  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany, the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  and  the  Zen- 
ith Telephone  Company,  to  place  in  effect  charges  for  service  con- 
nection, moves  from  one  location  to  another,  suspension  of  service, 
changes  of  wiring  of  instruments  and  equipment — The  applica- 
tions of  the  No  rt  Invest  em  Telephone  Exchange  Company,  the  Tri- 
State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  and  the  Zenith  Telephone 
Company,  for  permisssion  to  publish  installation  and  moving 
charges  and  certain  other  charges,  were  withdrawn  immediately 
upon  the  promulgation  of  an  order  by  the  Postmaster  General,  as 
head  of  the  entire  telephone  service  in  the  country,  prescribing  a 
scale  of  charges  for  installing  and  moving  telephone  apparatus. 
The  order  follows:  M-331 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company,  the  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  and  the  Zenith 
Telephone  Company  to  place  in  effect  certain  charges  for  service  con- 
nections, moves  from  one  location  to  another,  suspension  of  service, 
changes  in  location  on  same  premises  of  wiring  or  instruments  and 
charges  for  changes  of  equipment. 

The  applicants  in  the  above  matter  having  filed  requests  to  withdraw 
their  petition  because  the  United  States  government,  through  the  Post- 
master General,  has  acted  upon  the  same  subject-matter,  the  petition  is 
hereby  ordered  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Daed  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  7th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Maple  Lake  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Maple  Lake — The 
Maple  Lake  Telephone  Company  operates  a  telephone  exchange  at 
Maple  Lake,  serving  370  stations  in  the  village  and  the  surround- 
ing country  at  a  uniform  rate  of  $2.00  a  month  for  business  serv- 
ice and  $1.00  a  month  for  local  residence  and  rural  service.  An 
increase  in  the  residence  and  rural  rales  was  requested,  but  the 
applicant  was  unable  to  produce  any  evidence  bearing  upon  the 
operating  revenues  and  expenses  of  the  company  nor  to  supply  an 
appraisal  of  its  property.  The  Commission  was  compelled  to  deny 
the  application  for  an  increase  in  rates,  but  made  an  order  direct- 
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ing  the  company  forthwith  to  install  a  system  of  records  and 
accounts  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system  of  accounts  pre- 
scribed by  the  Commission.  The  order  follows  :  M-324 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In   the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Maple  Lake  Telephone  Company 

for  authority  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  for  telephone  service 

at  Maple  Lake,  Minn. 

Upon  due  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Maple  Lake, 
July  23,  1918,  F.  H.  Elsenpeter,  manager,  and  Thomas  Madigen,  treasurer, 
appearing  for  the  petitioner.  There  were  several  other  persons  present,  but 
no  testimony  was  offered  in  opposition  to  the  application. 

The  Maple  Lake  Telephone  Company  operates  a  local  telephone  ex- 
change at  Maple  Lake,  Minn.,  together  with  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity 
thereof,  serving  approximately  370  stations.  The  present  rates  of  the  com- 
pany are  $2.00  per  month  for  individual  business  and  $1.00  per  month  for 
residence  and  rural  line  service. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  plac«  in  effect  the  following  schedule: 

Individual  line  business $2.00  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Four-party   line   residence 1.25  p«r  month 

Rural  multi-party    1.50  per  month 

No  evidence  was  offered  bearing  upon  the  operating  revenues  and  ex- 
penses of  the  company  and  witnesses  were  unable  to  verify  figures  con- 
tained in  the  annual  reports  of  the  company  to  this  Commission.  No  ap- 
praisal of  the  property  has  been  made,  the  company  basing  its  values  upon 
the  purchase  price  of  a  majority  of  the  stock  acquired  several  years  ago, 
adding  thereto  expenditures  for  construction  and  maintenance  since  that 
time.  The  testimony  indicates  that  the  records  and  accounts  of  the  tele- 
phone company  are  in  very  poor  condition  and  not  in  accordance  with  the 
uniform  system  of  accounts  prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

There  being  no  evidence  whatever  to  show  that  the  company  is  entitled 
to  the  rates  petitioned  for,  the  application  is  denied  without  prejudice, 
and  the  case  therefore  ordered  dismissed. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  the  Maple  Lake  Telephone  Company  forth- 
with install  a  system  of  records  and  accounts  in  accordance  with  the  uni- 
form system  of  accounts  prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  aul,  Minn.,  this  14th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Eden  Valley  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Eden  Valley, 
Minnesota  The  K.lm  Y.-ilb-y  Telephone  Kxehanye-  Company  from 
its  local  exchange  in  K.lm  Yall.-y.  served  1s-  patrons  in  and  about 
the  village  ;i«  ,-i  uniform  rate  of  *1.(H)  for  r  ;m<l  rural 

service    an. I  month    for    business    MTVice,      An    increase    to 

$2.25  for  business  service  ;m<l  to  $1.50  a  month  for  residence  and 
rural  MTViee,  was  requested.  No  evidence  as  to  vain.-  was  pp- 
and  the  records  and  accounts  were  in  s.idi  shape  that  it 
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was  impossible  to  determine  the  operating  revenues  and  expanses. 
The  application  was  denial,  but  the  Commission  made  an  order 
directing  the  company  to  install  the  prescribed  system  of  accounts. 
The  order  follows:  M-329 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Eden  Valley  Telephone  Exchange 

Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Eden 

Valley,  Minn. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Eden  Valley, 
Minn.,  July  25,  1918',  M.  E.  Weiler,  president,  and  Mary  O'Keefe,  secretary, 
appearing  for  the  petitioner. 

There  were  no  appearances  against  the  application. 

The  Eden  Valley  Telephone  Exchange  Company  operates  a  local  tele- 
phone exchange  in  the  village  of  Eden  Valley  Minn.,  and  rural  lines  in  the 
vicinity  thereof,  serving  approximatey  182  stations. 

The  present  rates  of  the  company  are  $1.75  per  month  for  individual 
line  business  service  and  $1.00  per  month  for  individual  line  residence  and 
rural  service. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule: 

Individual  line  business $2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party 1.50  per  month  gross 

A  discount  of  15  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  if  payment  is  made 
on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  the  month. 

No  evidence  as  to  valuation  was  submitted,  and  the  testimony  indicates 
that  the  officers  have  little,  if  any  knowledge,  as  to  the  value  of  the  physical 
properties  of  the  company. 

The  records  and  accounts  are  poorly  kept  and  are  not  in  accordance 
with  methods  prescribed  by  this  Commission.  No  evidence  was  offered  as 
to  the  revenues  and  operating  expenses  of  the  company  and  witnesses  ad- 
mitted that  the  annual  reports  of  the  company  to  this  Commission  were 
not  correct. 

There  being  no  evidence  introduced  to  show  that  the  company  is  en- 
titled to  the  rates  petitioned  for,  the  application  is  denied  without  prejudice 
and  the  case  therefore  ordered  dismissed. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  the  Eden  Valley  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  forthwith  install  a  system  of  records  and  accounts  in  accordance 
with  the  uniform  system  of  accounting  prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  14th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Wabasha  and 
Kellogg — The  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  operated  a 
local  exchange  at  Wabasha  and  Kellogg,  Minnesota,  and  various 
rural  lines,  serving  approximately  347  patrons,  at  a  uniform  rate 
of  $1.00  a  month.  This  charge,  it  was  alleged,  was  inadequate  to 
sustain  the  company  in  a  proper  manner  and  request  was  made  for 
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permission   to   reclassity    its   service  and   to   increase   rates.     The 
company  had  never  paid   any   dividends,   had   not  provided   any 
reserve  for  (Vpn  elation  and  had  been  obliged  10  borrow  consider- 
able sums  of  money  in  order  to  carry  on  its  business.     The  r 
proposed  were  found  to  be  fair  and  reasonable  and  were  authori/.*. 
by  the  following  order:  M-33S 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Com- 
pany to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  for  telephone  service  at  Wab- 
asha  and  Kellogg,  Minn. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearings  in  the  above  matter  were  held  at  Wab- 
asha  and  Kellogg,  Minn.,  on  August  6,  1918,  Jacob  Howe,  secretary,  appear- 
ing for  the  petitioner. 

There  were  no  other  appearances. 

The  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  operat- 
ing local  telephone  exchanges  at  Wabasha  and  Kellogg,  Minn.,  and  rural 
lines  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  serving  approximately  347  stations. 

At  the  present  time  its  rate  for  service  is  $1.00  per  month  for  each 
class  of  service  furnished.  The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect 
the  following  schedule  of  rates  to  apply  at  both  the'  Wabasha  and  Kellogg 
exchanges: 

Individual  line  business $2.25  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business 1.75  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party    line   residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Extension  telephones   50  per  month  net 

Rural  multi-party   1.50  per  month  gross 

All  rates  payable  in  advance.  All  rates  to  be  billed 
gross  except  where  quoted  net,  with  a  discount  of  25  cents 
per  month  on  all  gross  rates  if  paid  on  or  before  the  loth 
of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered,  except  that 
rural  rates  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance,  with  a  discount 
of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  first  month 
of  the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  on  or  before 
the  15th  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount 
of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  third  month 
of  the  quarter. 

\Vabasha  and  Kellogg  units  are  operated  as  one  exchange  area, 
there  being  no  ^charge  made  for  communication  between  these  points. 

Commission  finds  that  since  its  organization  the  company  has  paid 
no  dividends  and  has   never  set  aside  any  reserve  for  depreciation;    that 
it  has  had  to   borrow   considerable  money  in  order  to  meet  its  operating 
nses,  and  that  the  present  rates  will  not   produce-  sufficient  revenue  to 
tin-  operating  expenses  under  the  present  abnormal  prices  of  material 
and    labor.     The   Commission   further   finds   that   the   rates  petitioned   for 
an-  fair  and  reasonable  and  will  not  produce  more  revenue  than  is  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  the  operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return 
upon   the   investni' 

the  C.reenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Com- 
pany be.  and  tiie  lame  rmitted  to  pi.-,  .-ct,  as  of  October 
11  ing  schedule  of  rates  for  telephone  service  at  Its  Whbasha 
and  KclloKK.  Minn  ^es: 

Individual    line   business.  \1     •   per  month  gross 

'•party   line   bu.-ine^s  per  month  gross 
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Individual  line  residence 1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party   line   residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Extension  telephones   50  per  month  net 

Rural  multi-party   1.50  per  month  gross 

All  rates  to  be  billed  gross  except  where  quoted  net. 
All  rates  payable  in  advance,  with  a  discount  of  25  cents  per 
month  from  the  gross  rate  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered,  except  that 
rural  rates  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance,  with  a  discount 
of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  first  month 
of  the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  on  or  before 
the  15th  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a  dis- 
count of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  third 
month  of  the  quarter. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  18th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Redwood 
Falls — After  the  Commission  had  notified  the  Redwood  Falls  Elec- 
tric Telephone  Company  that  its  schedule  of  rates  on  file  required 
individual  line  service  at  Redwood  Falls  and  that  the  company  was 
supplying  two-  and  three-party  service'  at  the  same  rate,  as  was 
charged  for  individual  service,  the  company  made  an  application 
for  a  readjustment  of  its  individual  line  and  party  line  residence 
rate.  At  the  public  hearing  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Redwood. 
Falls  protested  against  the  inefficient  service  supplied  by  the  com- 
pany. Because  of  its  over-development  and  its  discriminatory 
rates,  the  company  had  very  large  earnings  and  had  been  able  to 
pay  annual  dividends  ranging  from  25  to  50  per  cent.  The  divi- 
dends, however,  exhausted  all  the  company's  revenues,  so  that 
no  provision  had  been  made  for  a  depreciation  reserve.  The  Com- 
mission, after  a  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  and  the  books 
and  records  of  the  company,  were  unable  to  reach, a  conclusion 
that  the  proposed  rates  were  justified  and  denied  the  request,  but 
required  the  company  to  establish  reduced  rates  for  two-  and  four- 
party  service  and  to  construct  such  additional  facilities  as  might 
be  required  to  supply  its  patrons  with  individual  line  residence 
service.  The  order  follows:  M-339 


BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OP   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  appli-cation  of  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone 
Company  to  increase  its  local  telephone  rates  at  Redwood  Falls,  Minn. 
Appearances — For   the    Redwood    Falls    Electric    Telephone    Company: 

Mr.  Hans  M.  Aune,  secretary-treasurer;  Mr.  J.  P.  Cooper,  director;  Mr.  Bert 
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Kleaver,  manager;  Mr.  W.  H.  Gold,  Mr.  A.  C.  Burmeister,  Mr.  Rud  Stens- 
vad.  For  the  citizens  of  Redwood  Falls:  Mr.  Frank  Clague,  attorney; 
Mr.  A.  R.  A.  Louden,  attorney;  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  attorney;  Mr.  A.  C.  Dolliff, 
attorney;  Mr.  \V.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  A.  L.  Dennistoun,  Mr.  C.  A.  Fobes,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Heilman,  Mr.  F.  C.  Hubbard.  Mr.  \V.  R.  Barnes,  Mr.  A.  E.  King,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Roberts,  Mr.  \V.  P.  Elliott,  Mr.  L.  P.  Larson,  'Mr.  A.  L.  Sarchet,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Luscher,  Mr.  M.  W.  Franks,  Mr.  C.  F.  Galles,  Mr.  A.  J.  White,  Mr.  Mc- 
Naughton,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mrs.  Bess  M.  Wilson,  and  a  large  number  of  other 
interested  citizens  of  the  community  were  also  present  at  the  hearing. 

The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  this  Commission, 
on  application  for  an  adjustment  of  individual  line  and  party  line  residence 
rates  after  this  Commission  had  notified  the  telephone  company  that  their 
present  schedule  of  rates  required  individual  line  service  and  that  they 
were  furnishing  two  and  three-party  service  at  the  same  rate  charged  for 
individual  service  and  that  this  discriminatory  feature  must  be  adjusted. 

A  large  number  of  residents  of  Redwood  Falls  appeared  for  the  purpose 
of  protesting  against  the  service  furnished  by  the  company.  Evidence  was 
presented  by  the  citizens  and  by  the  telephone  company  as  to  present  serv- 
ice conditions. 

The  evidence  in  the  case  shows  that  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Tele- 
phone Company  was  organized  early  in  the  year  1909  and  commenced  oper- 
ating April  6,  1908.  The  organization  was  primarily  effected  by  the  business 
men  of  Redwood  Falls  in  order  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  then 
existing  company  and  to  maintain  a  reasonable  telephone  rate  for  the  city, 
it  was  only  a  short  time  after  organization  of  the  company  that  the 
ownership  of  about  80  per  cent  of  the  stock  came  into  possession  of  a  few 
citizens  of  Redwood  Falls,  who  have  since  that  time  controlled  the  com- 
I'uny. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  company  a  telephone  system  was  con- 
structed that  was  adequate  and  of  good  construction  and  the  people  were 
well  served.  Since  the  original  construction  work  there  has  been  prac- 
tically no  increase  made  in  the  facilities  of  the  company  and  the  develop- 
ment and  demand  for  telephone  service  exceeded  the  facilities  of  the  com- 
pany several  years  ago. 

The  citizens  of  Redwood  Falls  in  control  of  the  company,  either  by  de- 
sign or  through  ignorance,  have  neglected  to  fulfill  their  duties  as  officers 
of  a  public  utility.  They  have  neglected  to  furnish  adequate  telephone  facili- 
ties as  demanded  by  the  residents  of  the  village  of  Redwood  Falls.  This 
failure  to  fulfill  its  duty  on  the  part  of  the  telephone  company  is  not  due 
to  any  lack  of  financial  resources.  The  company,  because  of  its  over- 
development, considering  its  facilities,  and  the  charge  of  this  discriminatory 
Tates,  has  had  large  earnings  and  the  company  has  declared  large  dividends 
for  the  past  five  years,  as  follows: 

Dividend  declared  January,  1918 50  per  cent 

Dividend  declared  January,  1917 30  per  cent 

Dividend  declared  January,  1916 30  per  cent 

Dividend  declared  January,  1915 25  per  cent 

Dividend  declared  January,  1914 25  per  cent 

The  company  has  built  up  no  depreciation  reserve  but  has  exhausted 
all  revenues  each  year  in  the  payment  of  dividends. 

The  plea  of  the  officers  of  the  corporation  that  because  of  war  condi- 
tions  tiny   have   been   unable   to   furnish   facilities,  can   be  no  excuse   for 
lure  to  anticipate  th»>  normal  development  in  the  use  of  telephones 
during  the  years  preceding  the  present  European  conflict,  and  if  ordinary 
telephone  business  and   foresight  had   been   exercised  there   would   be  no 
plaint   from    th<-   citizens  of   Redwood   Falls.      It    clearly   appears   that 
tae  Redwood   Falls   Electric  Telephone  Company  needs  no  additional  rev- 
The  class  of  service  furnished  by  a  telephone  company  has  a  very 
relation  10  me  proper  rate  and  it  appears  that  if  the  company  had 
such    extensions   and   placed    in   operation    such    facilities   as   would 
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take  care  of  the  service  demanded  by  the  citizens  of  Redwood  Falls,  that 
the  rates  asked  for  in  the  proposed  adjustment  of  their  schedule  would  not 
be  unreasonable  as  compared  with  other  companies  similarly  located.  The 
Commission  does  not  feel  that  it  can  authorize  any  increase  in  rates  under 
conditions  existing  in  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Company, 
the  month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered,  except  that 

The  application  also  seeks  to  have  this  Commission  authorize  a  25 
cents  per  station  per  month  switching  charge  for  rural  lines.  This  com- 
pany has  had  a  special  contract  with  the  rural  companies  which  has  in- 
cluded a  consolidation  of  managements  as  to  the  two  companies  and  this 
contract  has  expired  and  they  are  now  seeking  to  enter  into  new  arrange- 
ments with  the  rural  lines  and  negotiations  for  a  25  cents  charge  are  under 
consideration. 

The  Commission  finds  that  a  25  cents  per  station  per  month  charge  for 
switching  rural  lines  is  a  reasonable  rate  for  that  work,  and  the  same 
is  approved. 

Until  such  time  as  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Company 
remedies  the  service  question  in  the  city  of  Redwood  Falls,  this  Commission 
deems  it  advisable  to  retain  the  one-party  residence  rate  of  $1.00  for  single 
line  service,  and  to  graduate  the  rates  for  party  line  service  from  this  as  a 
maximum  rate. 

The  Commission  also  finds  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Com- 
pany has  failed  to  furnish  residents  of  the  city  of  Redwood  Falls  individual 
party  line  residence  telephones  according  to  their  rate  'schedule;  that  those 
conditions  have  existed  for  several  years  and  with  full  knowledge  of  the 
officers  of  the  telephone  company.  This  Commission  deems  it  to  be  its 
duty  to  correct  all  discriminatory  features  whenever  called  to  its  attention, 
and  must  insist  that  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Company  fur- 
nish individual  line  residence  service  to  all  parties  demanding  said  service. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  there  shall  be  put  in  effect  as  rates 
by  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Company,  in  the  city  of  Redwood 
Falls,  Minn.,  the  following  schedule: 

Individual  line  business $2.00  per  month  net 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month  net 

Two-party  line  residence 75  per  month  net 

Four-party  line  residence 50  per  month  net 

Rural  switching 25  per  month  net 

To  be  put  into  effect  on  and  after  October  1,  1918. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  the  Redwood  Falls  Electric  Telephone  Com- 
pany construct  such  additional  facilities  as  shall  be  required  to  furnish  to 
its  subscribers  demanding  the  same,  individual  line  residence  service,  and* 
that  ninety  (90)  days  is  granted  to  said  telephone  company  to  make  such 
additions  to  their  lines  as  is  necessary  for  furnishing  the  said  service;  that 
upon  the  completion  by  the  telephone  company  of  the  additional  facilities 
required,  said  company  may  make  an  application  before  this  Commission 
for  the  adjustment  of  its  residence  rates  as  the  conditions  then  may  require. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  19th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  its  local  and  rural  rates  at  Lewiston 
and  Altura,  Minnesota — The  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone 
Company  operated  local  telephone  exchanges  at  Lewiston  and 
Altura,  together  with  a  number  of  rural  lines,  serving  in  all,  392 
stations  at  a  uniform  rate  of  $10.00  a  year.  It  was  desired  that 
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the  rate  be  increased  to  $14.00  a  year.  The  application  later  was 
amended  in  order  to  remove  the  discriminatory  features  of  the 
rate  schedule  which  prescribed  equal  charges  for  individual  and 
party  line  service.  The  company  failed  to  present  any  evidence 
relative  to  the  revenues  of  the  company  under  the  prevailing  rates 
nor  the  possible  revenue  under  the  new  rates,  nor  to  present  evi- 
dence as  to  the  value  of  the  property  or  the  operating  expenses. 
The  application  was  denied  by  the  following  order:  M  342 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  Uie  application  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone 

Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  and  rural  telephone 

service  at  Lewiston  and  Altura,  Minn. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Lewiston, 
Minn.,  August  29,  1918,  M.  Kammerer,  president;  J.  W.  Pfeffer,  treasurer; 
V.  A.  Firth,  director,  and  other  officers  of  the  telephone  company  appeared 
for  the  petitioner;  J.-M.  Kohner,  appearing  against  the  application. 

The  Mount  Vernon  Farmers  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  oper- 
ating local  telephone  exchanges  at  Lewiston  and  Altura,  Minn.,  together  with 
an  extensive  system  of  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  serving  approxi- 
mately 392  stations.  The  present  rate  of  the  telephone  company  is  $10.00 
per  year  for  each  class  of  service.  The  application  filed  with  his  Com- 
mission requested  authority  to  place  in  effect  a  rate  of  $14.00  per  year 
for  each  class  of  service.  In  order  to  correct  the  discriminatory  features 
of  this  rate  because  of  the  company's  furnishing  individual  and  party  line 
service,  the  application  was  amended  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business. $1.25      per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.00      per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.16%  per  month 

Rural  multi-party    !.!<>%  per  month 

Wit  nesses  .were  unable  to  give  any  information  as  to  the  number  of 

rribers  receiving  service  under  the  different  classifications.  No  evi- 
dence was  submitted  showing  the  revenues  of  the  company  under  the  pres- 
ent rates  nor  what  they  would  be  under  the  proposed  rates.  Neither  was 
there  any  evidence  submitted  or  statements  presented  to  show  the  present 
operating  -  of  the  company  or  what  the  operating  expenses  might  be 

in  the  future.  The  officers  of  the  company  have  little,  if  any  knowledge, 
as  to  the  value  of  the  property  in  service,  the  exhibits  presented  cover- 
ing only  ;m  inventory  of  the  central  office  equipment  and  certain  supplies. 
Commission  finds  the  evidence  wholly  insufficient  to  show  that  the 
(nmpany  is  entitled  to  an  increase  in  its  rates  and  denies  the  application 
without  prejudice. 

The  application  is  therefore  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  20th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Worthington  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Worthington-  The 

\V..rthin«:fni!   Telephone   ( 'ompaiiy   served   7P>3  local   and    rural   sul>- 
trm.,   its  e\ehange  at  Worthington.     On  the  ground  that 
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the  prevailing  rates  were  insufficient  to  maintain  the  company's 
business  in  a  proper  manner  an  advance  in  rates  was  requested. 
The  evidence  showed  that  the  company  supplied  telephone  service 
at  special  rates  which  were  lower  than  those  on  file  with  the 
Commission  and  that  the  company  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
orders  of  the  Commission  prescribing  a  uniform  system  of  account- 
ing. It  appeared,  however,  that  the  proposed  rates  were  not  ex- 
cessive and  they  were  ordered  placed  into  effect,  the  company  to 
discontinue  its  discriminatory  practices  and  to  install  a  proper 
system  of  accounting.  The  order  follows:  M-206 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Worthington  Telephone  Company 
for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  Worth- 
ington, Minn. 

Appearances — J.  A.  Cashell,  attorney;  C.  M.  Smallwood,  manager;  L.  R. 
Duxbury,  wire  chief;  for  the  petitioner. 

There  were  no  appearances  in  protest  to  the  application. 
Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  Worth- 
ington, Minn.,  March  21,  1918. 

The  Worthington  Telephone  Company  has  for  a  number  of  years  oper- 
ated a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Worthington,  Minnesota,  and  rural  lines 
in  the  vicinity  thereof  and  now  serves  approximately  763  local  and  rural 
stations.  The  present  rates  of  the  company  are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business ,-. .  .$2.25  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business 2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Desk  telephones  in  residences 1.50  per  month  gross 

Multi-party  rural   1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  switching  5.00  per  annum  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  allowed  from  the 
above  rates  for  prompt  payment,  except  that  in  the  case  of 
rural  switching  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  quarter  is  allowed 
for  prompt  payment. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  rates: 

Individual  line  business $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business 2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party   line    residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  switching   5.00  per  annum  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  to  be  allowed  from  the 
above  rates  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  16th  of  the 
month  in  which  the  service  is  rendered,  except  for  rural 
switching  a  discount  of  25.  cents  per  quarter  will  be  al- 
lowed if  the  bill  is  paid  by  the  16th  of  the  first  month  of 
the  quarter. 

During  the  past  year  the  company  has  converted  its  plant  from  a  mag- 
neto to  a  central  energy  system,  which  improvements  have  materially  in- 
creased the  company's  investment  in  the  property.  The  company  furnished 
an  inventory  of  the  property  and  the  Commission  has  made  an  exhaustive 
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examination  of  the  books  and  records  of  account  of  the  company.  Investi- 
gation shows  that  the  company  is  furnishing  telephone  service  to  nurasrous 
subscribers  at  special  rates  lower  than  the  rates  on  file  with  this  Commis- 
sion, which  is  unlawful  and  discriminatory;  also  that  the  records  of  the 
company  are  not  kept  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system  of  accounts 
adopted  by  this  Commission. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  evidence  filed  and  the  investigation  of  the 

records  of   the  company,  the   Commission   finds   that  the  rates   petitioned 

for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates  and  will  not  yield  more  than  sufficient 

nue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  depreciation  and 

a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Worthington  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  November  1, 
1918,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  Worth- 
ington, Minn.: 

Individual  line  business $2.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  business 2.25  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence 1.75  per  month  gross 

Two-party  line  residence 1.50  per  month  gross 

Four-party    line    residence 1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  multi-party    1.25  per  month  gross 

Rural  switching   5.00  per  annum  gross 

A  discount  of  25  cents  per  month  is  to  be  allowed  from 
the  above  rates  if  the  bill  is  paid  on  or  before  the  16th  of 
a  discount  of  25  cents  per  quarter  is  to  be  allowed  if  the  bill 
is  paid  on  or  before  the  16th  of  the  first  month  of  the  quar- 
ter in  which  the  service  is  rendered. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  the  Worthington  Telephone  Company  im- 
mediately discontinue  furnishing  telephone  service  at  free  and  reduced 
rates;  also,  that  it  install  a  system  of  accounts  in  accordance  with  the 
uniform  system  of  accounts  prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  16th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Hawley 
—At  Hawley,  .Minnesota,  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  operated  a  local  telephone  exchange  serving  140  patrons 

within  the  \illage  and  performed  switching  service  for  201  rural 
subscribers.  It  appeared  that  the  company  in  l!»17  and  1!MS  had 
replaced  the  old  aerial  wire  plant  with  aerial  cable  and  had  in- 
stalled a  new  magneto  central  office  equipment  and  replaced  ap- 
proximately ".")  JUT  cent  of  the  old  poles.  The  Commission  found 
that  the  proposed  rates  would  not  yield  more  than  would  he  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  necessary  operating  expenses,  provide  a  dcpr- 
lion  reserve  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment.  Accordingly, 
the  application  was  granted  as  folio  M  349 

BEFOR1    THK    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF   Til 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matt  »T  of  tin-  application  of  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 

y  for  author!'  rates  for  local  exchange 

at  Hawley,  Minn. 
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Appearanrt's — For  the  telephone  company:  E.  A.  Prendergast,  general 
counsel;  L.  B.  Wilson,  commercial  superintendent;  W.  H.  Buckingham, 
statistician:  Frank  Bracelin,  district  manager;  Man  in  Duggan,  district  plant 
chief;  W.  L.  Albright,  manager,  Fargo,  N.  D.  For  the  village:  W.  P. 
Wenge  president  village  council;  W.  G.  Hammett,  city  attorney;  H.  P. 
Gunderson,  cashier,  First  State  Bank;  P.  B.  Evans,  feed  dealer;  G.  O.  Sjor- 
dahl,  cashier,  First  National  Bank;  Chas.  W.  Simison  physician. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  the  First 
State  Bank,  Hawley,  Minn.,  August  9,  1918. 

The  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Company  operates  numerous 
local  exchanges  and  an  extensive  system  of  toll -lines  in  this  and  other 
states.  It  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Hawley,  Minn.,  serving 
140  telephones  within  the  village,  and  performs  a  switching  service  for  201 
rural  subscribers  in  the  vicinity. 

The  present  rates  of  the  company  are: 

Individual  line  business $2.25  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule 
of  rates: 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 2.00  per  month 

Individual  line,  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line,  residence 1.25  per  month 

During  the  winter  of  1917-1918  the  company  replaced  the  old  aerial  wire 
plant  with  aerial  cable  and  installed  new  magneto  central  office  equipment 
throughout. 

The  routing  of  the  pole  lines  in  the  village  were  materially  changed 
which  resulted  in  replacing  approximately  75  per  cent  of  the  old  poles. 

The  petitioner  presented  exhibits  covering  the  cost  of  operation  of  the 
pant,  together  with  an  exhibit  of  valuation  based  on  an  inventory  made  at 
the  completion  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  exchange. 

Upon  considering  the  evidence  in  the  case,  the  Commission  finds  that 
the  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates  and  will  not  yield  more 
than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating  expenses, 
depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange 
Company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of 
November  1,  1918,  the  following  schedule  of  exchange  rates  for  local  tele- 
phone service  at  Hawley,  Minn.: 

Individual  line  business • $2.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 2.00  per  month 

Individual  line,  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line,  residence 1.25  per  month 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  16th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Farmers  Two  River  Rural  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Lan- 
caster and  Bronson,  Minnesota — The  Farmers  T\v<>  Rivers  Rural 
Telephone  Company,  organized  in  1906,  operated  exchanges  at 
Lancaster  and  Bronson,  with  rural  lines  radiating  from  both  ex- 
changes and  serving  47  local  and  214  rural  subscribers.  A  uniform 
charge  of  $1.00  a  month  for  each  station  was  made,  the  subscribers 
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obtaining  service  from  both  exchanges.  The  company  desired  to 
reclassify  the  service  so  as  to  make  an  increased  charge  for  in- 
dividual and  two-party  line  business  and  residence  services.  The 
Commission,  after  an  examination  of  the  company's  books  and 
records  and  the  evidence,  submitted  at  the  hearing,  concluded  that 
a  two-party  service  was  not  necessary,  but  found  the  rate  pro- 
posed for  the  individual  line  service  to  be  fair  and  reasonable. 
Tlu-  application  thereupon  was  granted  by  the  following  order: 

M-318 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Farmers-Two  Rivers  Rural  Tele- 
phone Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone 
service  at  Lancaster  and  Bronson. 

Appearances — For  the  telephone  company:  G.  E.  Harrington,  president; 
C.  Ristad,  vice  presidents  E.  M.  Forfang,  secretary  and  treasurer;  W.  L. 
Peterson,  attorney;  C.  Bloomquist,  director;  J.  Alexander,  director.  There 
were  no  adverse  appearances. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  at  the  City 
Hall,  Lancaster,  Minn.,  May  7,  1918. 

The  Farmers-Two  Rivers  Telephone  Company  was  organized  and  be- 
gan operating  in  1906. 

It  now  operates  local  telephone  exchanges  at  Lancaster  and  Bronson, 
with  rural  lines  radiating  therefrom,  serving  47  local  and  214  rural  sub- 
scribers. The  company  charges  $1.00  per  month  for  all  classes  of  service. 
This  rate  entitles  the  subscribers  to  service  with  both  exchanges. 

The  company  operates  a  toll  line  between  Lancaster  and  Hallock,  con- 
necting at  that  place  with  the  Kittson  County  Telephone  Company  for  toll 
service. 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule 
of  rates: 

Individual  line  business $1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.20  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.20  per  month 

Four-party  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural  multi-party   1.00  per  month 

Commission  finds  after  making  a  complete  examination  of  the  com- 
pany's hooka  and  records  that  the  exchanges  are  economically  operated; 
that  tin-  two  pany  business  and  residence  rates  petitioned  for  are  not  neces- 
sary; that  the  remaining  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  and  reasonable  rates 
and  will  not  yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  neces- 
sary operating  expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 
It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Farmers-Two  Rivers  Rural  Tele- 
phone Company  ii«  .  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect 
as  of  November  l.  i:»18,  the  following  schedule  of  rates  for  local  telephone 
service  at  Lancaster  and  Bronson,  Minn. 

Individual    line    business .<!  LT,   p,  r  month 

Individual   line  residence.  ;•  month 

Four  party  lim-  residence.  1.00  per  month 

Rural   multi-party    ..  1.00  per  month 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSi:\. 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minn  .  ;his  18th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1918. 
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Application  of  the  Polk  County  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  local  exchange  rates  at  Beltrami,  Minnesota 
—The  Polk  County  Telephone  Companx  operated  ji  local  telephone 
exchange  at  Beltrami  from  whieh  it  served  i>7  local  and  rural 
stations  and  also  maintained  rural  lines  with  61  stations,  Avhich 
were  switched  at  Crookston.  All  classes  of  service,  both  the  in- 
dividual line  and  two-party  line  business  and  residence  service 
and  the  multi-party  rural  service  connected  with  the  Beltrami 
exchange,  paid  a  uniform  rate  of  $1.16  2/3  a  month,  and  the  rural 
subscribers  served  through  Crookston  paid  $1.33  1/3  a  month.  Per- 
mission was  sought  to  increase  the  individual  line  business  rate  to 
$1.65  and  other  rates  in  proportion.  It  was  disclosed  upon  in- 
vestigation that  the  books  and  records  of  the  company  had  been 
poorly  and  incorrectly  kept  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  uni- 
form system  of  accounts ;  that  the  company,  had  been  giving  tele- 
phone service  to  stockholders  at  preferential  rates  and  that  the  pre- 
vailing rates  had  been,  discriminatory.  The  Commission  concluded 
that  the  two-party  service  was  unnecessary,  but  found  that  the 
company  was  entitled  to  higher  rates.  The  Commission  thereupon 
made  an  order  prescribing  a  new  schedule  of  rates  and  requiring 
the  company  to  install  a  system  of  accounts  in  accordance  with 
the  Commission's  uniform  system.  The  order  follows:  M-311 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Polk  County  Telephone  Company  for 
authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at  Beltrami, 
Minn 

The   Polk   County   Telephone  Company   is   a  -corporation   organized   in 
1905.     It  operates  a  local  telephone  exchange  at  Beltrami,  Minn.,  and  rural 
lines  in  the  vicinity  of  Crookston,  Minn.,  serving  61  stations. 
The  present  rates  of  the  petitioner  are  as  follows: 

Individual  line  business $1.16%  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.16%  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.16%  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.16%  per  month 

Multi-party  rural  (Beltrami) 1.16%  per  month 

Multi-party  rural    (Crookston) 1.33%  per  month 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule: 

Individual  line  business $1.65  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 1.50  per  month 

Individual   line  residence 1.35  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Multi-party  rural  rates  to  remain  as  at  present. 

Upon  investigation  of  the  books  and  records  of  account  it  is  found  that 
the  records  are  poorly  and  incorrectly  kept  and  not  in  accordance  with  the 
uniform  system  of  accounts  prescribed  by  this  Commission.  Until  recently 
the  company  had  been  furnishing  service  to  its  stockholders  at  preferential 
rates  and  the  present  schedule  shows  the  same  charge  for  individual  and 
party  line  service.  Although  the  proposed  schedule  is  an  attempt  to  correct 
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the  discriminatory  features  of  the  schedule  now  in  effect  the  investigation 
shows  that  a  schedule  containing  rates  for  two-party  service  is  unnecessary, 
and  the  Commission  finds  that  a  rate  of  $1.50  for  individual  line  business 
service  and  a  rate  of  $1.25  for  individual  line  residence  service  is  sufficient 
and  will  provide  sufficient  revenue  to  take  care  of  the  necessary  operating 
expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  on  the  investment. 

It  is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  "the  Polk  County  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  November  1, 
1918,   the   following  schedule   of  rates   for   telephone   service   at   Beltrami, 
Minn.: 

Individual  line  business  ..................  $1.50      per  month 

Individual  line  residence  .................   1.25      per  month 

Multi-party  rural   .......................  1.16%  per  month 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  the  Polk  County  Telephone  Company  install 
a  system  of  accounts  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  system  of  accounting 
prescribed  by  this  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSKX. 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  19th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Annandale  Telephone  Exchange  Company 
for  permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  and  rural  rates  at 
Annandale,  Minnesota  —  The  Annandale  Telephone  Company  serv- 
ed 148  village  patrons  and  301  rural  patrons  at  the  rate  of  $1.50 
a  month  for  individual  line  business  service  and  $1.00  a  month 
for  individual  line  residence  and  multi-party  rural  service.  A 
reclassification  of  the  service  by  the  inclusion  of  two-party  line 
business  service,  three-  and  four-party  line  residence  services 
with  increased  rates  was  requested.  It  appeared  that  the  com- 
pany had  replaced  the  old  aerial  wire  plant  in  the  village  with 
aerial  cable  and  converted  the  grounded  rural  line  to  full  metallic 
circuits.  It  was  shown  that  the  proposed  rates  would  not  yield  a 
greater  revenue  than  would  suffice  to  cover  the  necessary  oper- 
ating expenses  and  provide  a  reserve  for  depreciation,  with  a  fair 
j-<-t  iii-n  upon  the  investment.  The  Commission  made  the  following 
order: 
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STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Annandale  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Annandale, 
Minn. 

Appearances  —  Han>  Km/.,  manager,  for  the  telephone  company,  and 
other  appearances,  as  follow  .1  I'mi  !.>K],  ]..  i;  Williams,  Fred  Shadduck, 
Lev!  John 

Pursuant  to  nntirr.  hearing  in  the  above  matter  came  on  before  Com- 
i-  Fn-ti   \v.   Putnam.  ai    ilx-  <-ity  hall,  Annandale,  Minn.,  August  2, 
1918. 

Tin-  Annandale  Telephone  Exchange  Company  operates  a  local  telephone 
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exchange  at  Annandale,  Minn.,  serving  148  telephones  within  the  village  and 
301  rural  telephones  in  the  vicinity.    The  present  rates  of  the  company  are: 

Individual  line  business $1.50  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural  multi-party 1.00  -per  month 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  in  effect  the  following  schedule 
of  rates: 

Individual  line  business $2.25  per  month 

Two-party  line  business 2.00  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Four-party   line   residence 1.00  per  month 

Rural  multi-party  (company  owned) 1.26  per  month 

Season  rate  for  cottages 12.00  per  year 

During  1914  the  company  replaced  the  old  aerial  wire  plant  within  the 
village  with  aerial  cable  and  later,  on  account  of  inductive  disturbances 
caused  by  transmission  power  lines  converted  their  grounded  rural  lines  to 
full  metallic  lines. 

The  petitioner  presented  exhibits  covering  the  operating  revenues  and 
cost  of  operation  of  the  plant,  together  with  an  inventory. 

Upon  considering  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  case,  the  Commission 
finds  that  the  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair 'and  reasonable  rates  and  will 
not  yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operat- 
ing expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Annandale  Telephone  Exchange  Com- 
pany be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  Novem- 
ber 1,  1918,  the  following  schedule  of  exchange  rates  for  local  telephone 
service  at  Annandale,  Minn.: 

Individual  line  business $2.25  per  month* 

Two-party  line  business 2.00  per  month 

Individual  line  residence 1.50  per  month 

Two-party  line  residence 1.25  per  month 

Four-party  line  residence 00  per  month 

Four-party  line  residence  1.00  per  month 

Season  rate  for  cottages 12.00  per  year 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  21st  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Woodgate  Telephone  System  for  permis- 
sion to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Lake  Wilson, 
Slayton,  Balaton,  Currie  and  lona — The  Woodgate  Telephone  Sys- 
tem covered  five  exchanges  in  southern  Minnesota.  In  its  applica- 
tion for  an  increase  in  rates  it  was  represented  that  the  old  rates 
under  the  abnormal  'Conditions,  which  increased  the  expense  for 
labor  and  material,  would  not  enable  the  company  to  maintain  its 
former  standard  of  service.  However,  the  Commission  concluded 
that  the  proposed  schedule  provided  a  higher  rate  for  rural  service 
than  was  justified  by  the  facts,  as  an  increase  of  25  cents  a  month 
instead  of  50  cents  a  month,  together  with  the  other  rate,  would 
provide  a  reasonable  return  upon  the  property  investment.  In  the 
event  that  the  rates  do  not  yield  an  adequate  return,  the  com- 
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pany  is  authorized  to  make  an  additional  application.     The  Com- 
mission's order  follows:  M-349 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Woodgate  Telephone  System  to  in- 
crease its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Lake  Wilson,  Slayton, 
Balaton,  Currie  and  lona,  Minn. 

The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission, 
September  24th  and  25th,  as  follows: 

Slayton,  September  24,  10:00  a.  m.,  Woodgate's  Hall. 
Lake  Wilson,  September  24,  3:00  p.  m.,  council  rooms. 
Balaton  September  25,  10:00  a.  m.,  Reinke's  Hall. 

There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  company:  R.  W.  Terry  attorney;  J.  K. 
Stone,  appraisal  engineer;  E.  C.  Kast,  secretary,  Minnesota  Independent 
Telephone  Association;  G.  H.  Woodgate,  proprietor;  Bertha  Glarum,  book- 
keeper. And  other  appearances  as  follows:  J.  Rath,  C.  F.  Karsten,  J.  K. 
Campbell,  C.  W.  Reigelsberger,  E.  V.  O'Brien,  B.  I.  Weld  all  of  Slayton, 
.Minn.;  Dr.  J.  J.  Balcom,  Lake  Wilson;  Mr.  Oberg,  Lake  Wilson. 

The  application  seeks  to  put  into  effect  the  following  telephone  rates: 

Slayton. 

Individual  line  business $2.75  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  (wall  set) . .   1.75  per  month  gross 
Four-party  line  residence  (wall  set)..  1.25  per  month  gross 
Rural  multi-party    (company-owned).   1.75  per  month  gross 
Extension  sets,  business  or  residence.     .50  per  month  net 
Desk    sets,    residence    service    (addi- 
tional   25  per  month  net 

<43xtension  bells   2.00  per  year  net 

Lake  Wilson,  lona,  Currie  and  Balaton. 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  (wall  set)..  1.50  per  month  gross 
Four-party  line  residence  (wall  set) . .  1.2'5  per  month  gross 
Rural  multi-party  (company  owned) . .   1.75  per  month  gross 
Extension  sets,  business  or  residence.     .50  per  month  net 
Desk    sets,    residence    service    (addi- 
tional )    25  per  month  net 

Extension  bells   2.00  per  year  net 

All  rates  to  be  payable  quarterly  in  advance  with  a 
discount  of  75  cents  for  gross  rates  if  paid  on  or  before  the 
•h  of  the  first  month  of  the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50 
cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  second  month 
of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  be- 
fore the  15th  of  the  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

A  toll  rate  of  10  cents  for  throe  minutes  and  5  cents 
for  each  additional  minute  between  any  one  of  the  above 
exchanges  and  Slayton  sent  ov.-r  tin-  toll  circuits  of  said 
applicant. 

'I'll--  telephone  company  has  m.-d  with  this  Commissional  as  part  of  the 

.ihiafioii   o!    Itl    properties   which    this  Commission   has  caused 
:    and  th.  :imls  that   the  valuation  placed  upon  the 

property  is  a  reasonable  value  Tin-  company  under  its  present  rates  with 
tin-  increased  costs  arising  from  the  abnormal  conditions,  shows  that  the 
company  is  making  a  return  of  approximately  6  per  cent  on  its  present  plant 
value;  this  return  to  provide  for  depreciation  and  return  on  the  invest- 
ment. 
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At  the  rates  asked  for  by  the  telephone  company,  from  all  figures  that 
the  Commission  has  at  hand,  including  such  expenses  effective  August  1, 
1918,  would  give  a  return  which  this  Commission  believes  to  be  excessive. 

The  evidence  introduced  by  the  telephone  company  in  regard  to  the 
effect  of  the  placing  in  the  toll  rate  of  10  cents  for  three  minutes  and  five 
cents  for  each  additional  minute  'between  the  exchanges  operated  by  this 
telephone  system,  shows  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  five-cent  reduc- 
tion of  the  rate  charged  to  non-subscribers  for  this  service  would  cause  a 
reduction  in  the  net  return,  although  at  the  present  time  the  telephone 
company  makes  no  charge  for  service  over  its  entire  system  to  subscribers. 

The  Commission  feels  that  this  charge  of  10  cents  to  the  subscribers  of 
the  telephone  company  will  greatly  lessen  the  use  of'  the  toll  lines  of  the 
company;  will  decrease  the  number  of  calls  which  the  operators  will  handle, 
thus  having  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  work  in  the  operating  department  of 
the  company.  This  reduction  has  not  been  taken  into  consideration  in  the 
figures  presented  by  the  telephone  company,  and  no  definite  conclusions 
can  be  arrived  at  without  a  trial  of  the  rate. 

The  present  rural  multi-party  rate  is  $1.00  net  to  all  rural  subscribers. 
The  telephone  company  is  maintaining  grounded  circuits  throughout  its  en- 
tire system  of  rural  lines  and  from  the  evidence  of  the  subscribers  at  the 
hearing  is  giving  a  very  satisfactory  service.  The  proposed  rate  would 
cause  an  increase  of  50  per  cent  to  the  rural  subscribers.  The  Commission 
believes  that  an  increase  of  25  cents  per  month  on  rural  rates  will  give 
to  the  telephone  company,  together  with  its  other  rates  herein  allowed,  a 
reasonable  return  upon  the  property  investment.  The  telephone  company 
claims  a  great  increase  of  expenses  over  and  above  that  reflected  by  its 
books.  In  case,  after  a  trial  of  the  rates  allowed  herein,  the  telephone 
Company  finds  that  the  additional  revenues  obtained  by  this  increase  is  in- 
sufficient to  properly  care  for  the  property  and  give  a  return  on  the  invest- 
ment, the  telephone  company  can  readily  make  an  application  for  a  further 
increase,  basing  their  case  upon  the  evidence  in  the  previous  hearing  and  its 
valuation  therein  introduced,  together  with  such  further  facts  as  to»the  in- 
creased expenses  since  August  1,  1918,  as  the  facts  may  justify. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  rates  hereinafter  authorized  are  fair 
and  reasonable  rates  to  be  charged  for  telephone  service  throughout  the 
Woodgate  Telephone  System: 

Slayton. 

Individual  line  business $2.75  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  (wall  set) . .   1.75  per  month  gross 
Four-party  line  residence  (wall  set) . .   1.25  per  month  gross 
Rural  multi-party  (company  owned) . .   1.50  per  month  gross 
Extension  sets,  business  or  residence.     .50  per  month  net 
Desk   sets,    residence    service    (addi- 
tional)   25  per  month  net 

Extension  bells   2.00  per  year 

Lake  Wilson,  lona,  Currie  and  Balaton. 

Individual  line  business $2.50  per  month  gross 

Individual  line  residence  (wall  set)..   1.50  per  month  gross 
Four-party  line  residence  (wall  set) . .  1.2<5  per  month  gross 
Rural  multi-party  (company  owned)..   1.50  per  month  gross 
Extension  sets,  business  or  residence.     .50  per  month  net 
Desk    sets,    residence    service    (addi- 
tional)     25  per  month  net 

Extension  bells 2.00  per  year 

Exchange  rates  to  'be  paid  monthly  in  advance  with  a 
discount  of  25  cents  per  month  on  all  gross  rates  if  paid 
on  or  before  the  15th  of  the  month  in  which  the  service  is 
rendered. 
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Rural  rates  to  be  payable  quarterly  in  advance  with  a 
discount  of  75  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of  the 
first  month  of  the  quarter;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid 
on  or  before  the  loth  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter, 
and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  paid  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
the  third  month  of  the  quarter.  A  toll  rate  of  10  cents  for 
three  minutes  and  5  cents  for  each  additional  minute  be- 
tween any  of  the  above  exchanges  over  the  toll  circuits  of 
the  Woodgate  System. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  Woodgate  Telephone  System  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  the  above  rates  in  effect,  as  of 
November  1,  A.  D.  1918. 

By  the  Commission. 
(SeaJ)  A.  C.  CLAUSKX. 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  21st  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Dassel-Collinwood  Telephone  Company  for 
permission  to  increase  its  local  exchange  and  rural  rates  at  Dassel, 
Minnesota — The  Dassel-Collinwood  Telephone  Company,  organized 
in  1904,  served  41  business  houses  and  131  residences  in  Dassel 
and  214  farms  in  the  vicinity.  The  company  asked  for  an  increase 
of  25  cents  in  each  class  of  service.  The  petitioner  represented 
that  an  increase  in  salaries  was  proposed  and  presented  exhibits 
showing  the  increased  cost  of  operation.  It  appeared  from  all  the 
facts  obtainable  that  the  rates  proposed  were  fair  and  reasonable 
and  would  not  yield  excessive  returns,  wherefore  the  application 
w;is  granted.  The  order  follows:  M-293 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF   THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Dassell-Collinwood  Telephone  Com- 
pany to  increase  its  local  and  rural  telephone  rates  at  Dassel,  Minn. 
Appearances— For  the  telephone  company:     E.  E.  McGrew,  treasurer; 
Olaf  Anderson,  secretary;  Irvin  McMorran,  manager;  J.  Crowe,  director. 
There  were  no  adverse  appearances. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  came  on  before  Com- 
missioner Fred  W.  Putnam  at  Dassel,  Minnesota,  March  19,  1918. 

The  Dassel-Collinwood  Telephone  Company  was  incorporated  and  began 
operating  in  1904,  and  at  the  present  time  has  stock  outstanding  to  the 
value  of  $12,000.00.  The  telephone  property  of  the  company  has  an  ap- 
praised structural  value  of  $22,585.81.  The  company  serves  41  business  131 
residence  telephones  within  tin-  village  of  Dassel  and  214  rural  telephones  in 
the  rural  district  adjacent  to  that  village.  The  present  rates  of  the  company 
are: 

Individual  line  business,  $1.75  per  month 

Individual  line  residence  i.'jr.  per  month 

Rural  multi-party   (company  owned)    1.25  per  month 

The  petitioner  seeks  authority  to  place  In  effect  the  following  schedule 
of  rates: 

Individual    line  business.  P  month 

Individual   line  r-  L.60  per  month 

Rural   multi-party   (company   own.  fj  month 

The  exchange  at  Dassel  is  what  is  known  as  a  magneto  exchange,  aerial 
cable  being  largely  used  for  distribution. 
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Full. metallic  service  is  being  furnished  to  all  village  and  rural  sub- 
scribers. 

The  petitioner  presented  exhibits  covering  the  operating  revenues  and 
cost  of  operation  of  the  plant,  together  with  an  inventory  of  all  properties 
owned  by  the  company.  Exhibits  were  also  submitted  showing  the  neces- 
sary increase  in  salaries  to  the  operating  and  maintenance  employees. 

Upon  considering  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  case,  the  Commission 
finds  that  the  rates  petitioned  for  are  fair  iand  reasonable  rates  and  will  not 
yield  more  than  sufficient  revenue  to  provide  for  the  necessary  operating 
expenses,  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  upon  the  investment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Dassel^Collinwood  Telephone  Company 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  December  1, 
1918,  the  following  schedule  of  exchange  rates  for  local  telephone  service  at 
Dassel,  Minnesota: 

Individual  line    business,  $2.00  per  month 

Individual  line  residence,  1.50  per  month 

Rural  multi-party  (company  owned) 1.50  per  month 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  9th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Franklin  Local  &  Rural  Telephone  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  increase  its  rural  rates  at  Franklin — The 

Franklin  Local  &  Rural  Telephone  Company  served  282  rural  and 
local  stations  from  its  exchange  at  Franklin.  The  rural  multi- 
party rate  was  $1.25  a  month  and  the  company  desired  to  have  this 
rate  increased  to  $1.50  a  month  so  that  it  would  be  enabled  to 
increase  the  wages  of  operators  and  men  employed  in  the  mainte- 
nance work.  The  Commission  found  the  proposed  advance  both 
fair  and  reasonable  and  granted  the  application  by  the  following 
order :  M-350 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Franklin  Local  &  Rural  Telephone 

Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  for  rural  telephone  service 

at  Franklin,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  was  held  'at  Franklin, 
Minnesota,  September  26,  1918,  A.  J.  Olin,  Secretary,  appearing  for  the 
petitioner.  There  were  no  appearances  in  protest  to  the  application. 

The  Franklin  Local  &  Rural  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  oper- 
ating a  local  magneto  exchange  at  Franklin,  Minnesota,  and  rural  lines  in 
the  vicinity  thereof,  serving  a  total  of  282  stations.  The  outside  construc- 
tion in  the  village  is  entirely  aerial  cable  and  all  rural  lines  are  full  metallic 
The  present  rates  of  the  company  are: 

Individual  line  business $2.00  per  montn 

Individual  line  residence,   1.00  per  month 

Rural  multi-party    1J25  per  month 

The  petition  seeks  only  to  increase  the  rate  for  multi-party  rural  service 
to  $1.50  per  month.  The  Commission  finds  that  the  company  has  found  it 
necessary  to  materially  increase  the  wages  paid  to  the  operators  and  men 
used  for  maintenance  work;  that  this  item  of  expense,  together  with  the  in- 
creased cost  of  material  makes  an  increase  in  revenue  to  the  petitioner 
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necessary.  The  Commission  further  finds  that  the  proposed  rate  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  rate  and  will  not  produce  more  revenue  than  is  necessary  to  pay 
the  operating  expenses,  provide  for  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  on  the  in- 
vestment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Franklin  Local  and  Rural  Telephone 
Company  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of 
December  1,  1918,  a  Rural  Multi-party  rate  of  $1.50  per  month. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEJN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  9th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1918. 

Application  of  the  Henderson  Telephone  Company  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  rural  rate  at  Henderson — The  Henderson 
Telephone  Company  served  99  local  subscribers  and  206  rural  sub- 
scribers, the  latter  paying  $1.25  a  month,  with  a  discount  of  -"> 
cents  a  month  if  paid  within  the  first  month  of  the  quarter  in 
which  the  service  was  rendered.  The  applicant  asked  to  have  the 
rural  rate  increased  to  $1.50  a  month  in  order  to  raise  the  wages 
paid  to  operators  and  linemen  and  to  cover  the  increased  cost  of 
material.  It  appeared  to  the  Commission  that  the  proposed  rate 
was  fair  and  reasonable  and  wrould  not  produce  more  than  \\;^ 
necessary  to  pay  the  operating  expenses,  provide  for  depreciation 
and  fair  returns  to  investors.  The  Commission  made  the  follow 
ing  order:  M-.'J  1 1 

BEFORE   THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Henderson  Telephone  Company  to 

increase  its  rate  for  rural  telephone  service  at  Henderson,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  in  the  above  matter  came  on  ibefore  Com- 

ioner  Fred  W.  Putnam  at  Henderson,  Minnesota,  August  23,  1918,  A.  C. 

Biasing,  Secretary,  and  L.  A.  Gilbert,  Treasurer,  appearing  for  the  petitioner. 

The  Henderson  Telephone  Company  is  a  corporation,  operating  a  local 

magneto  exchange  at  Henderson,  Minnesota,  and  rural  lines  in  the  vicinity 

•  •of,  serving  99  subscribers  within  the  village  and  206  rural  subscribers. 

The  outside  construction  in  the  village  is  mainly  aerial  wire  with  some  cable 

and  all  rural  lines  are  full  metallic.    The  present  rates  of  the  company 

Individual  line  business $1.75  per  month 

Business  extension 75  per  month 

Individual   line  residence .    1.25  per  month 

Residence  ertenslon    .50  per  month 

Rural   multi-party 1.25  per  month 

A  discount  i  r  month  is  allowed  on  the  rural  rate  if  paid 

during  tin-  first  month  of  tin-  quarter  in  which  the  service  is  rend* 

petition    seeks    only    i<»    increase    the    rate   for    multi-party    rural 
•o  $1.50  per  month,  with  a  discount  of  25  cents  per  month   if  paid 
during  th-  -nth  of  ihe  quarter  in   which  tin-  service  is  rend<  ; 

Th»-  < •(.];  i   it   has  .been  necessary  for  the  compnn 

i IH  rea.se  the  wages  paid  to  the  operators  and   lineman:    that    this    item  of 

kes  «n  increase  in 
MI.-  to  the  petitioner  necessary. 
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The  Commission  further  finds  that  the  proposed  rate  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  rate  and  will  not  produce  more  revenue  than  is  necessary  to  p>ay 
the  operating  expenses,  provide  for  depreciation  and  a  fair  return  on  the  in- 
vestment. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Henderson  Telephone  Company  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  place  in  effect,  as  of  Decem'ber  1, 
1918,  a  rural  multi-party  rate  of  $1.50  per  month.  A  discount  of  75  cents  to 
be  allowed  if  payment  is  made  during  the  first  month  of  the  quarter  in 
which  the  service  is  rendered;  a  discount  of  50  cents  if  paid  during  the 
second  month  of  the  quarter,  and  a  discount  of  25  cents  if  p>aid  during 
the  third  month  of  the  quarter. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  12th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1918. 
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OPINIONS  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

and 
COURT  DECISIONS 

Minnesota  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  Has  Authority  to 
Require  Telephone  Companies  to  Install  Sets  of  Books  Con- 
forming to  Commission's  Established  Forms. 

November  2,  1918. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Heritage,  Secy.,  Willow  Creek  Telephone  Company,  Amboy, 
Minnesota. 

Dear  Sir:  In  your  letter  of  October  l€th,  1918,  addressed  to  Attorney 
General  Clifford  L.  Hilton,  you  ask  whether  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission  has  authority  to  require  the  Willow  Creek  Telephone  Company 
to  install  a  new  set  of  books. 

Your  question  is  answered  by  Section  8  of  Chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915, 
which  is  in  part  as  follows: 

"It  shall  'be  the  duty  of  the  Commission  to  prescribe  uniform 
rules  and  classifications  pertaining  to  the  conduct  of  intrastate  tele- 
phone business,  and  a  system  of  accounting  to  be  used  (by  telephone 
companies  in  transacting  said  'business,  and  it  shall  prescribe  and 
furnish  blanks  and  forms  for  reports,  all  of  which  shall  conform  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  to  the  rules,  classifications,  accounting  systems 
and  reports  prescribed  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  for  the 
interstate  business  of  like  size  companies." 

XXX 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Telephone  Companies  May  Discontinue  Physical  Connection,  Un- 
der Certain  Circumstances,  Without  Seeking  the  Sanction  of 
the  State  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission;  Commission 
May  Not  Order  a  Re-connection  Without  Prescribing  Reason- 
able Compensation  for  Such  Connection. 

November  15,  1918. 
Hon.  Fred  W.  Putnam,  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commissioner,  St.  Paul, 

Minnesota. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  November  9,  1918,  addressed  to  Attorney 
General  Clifford  L.  Hilton,  has  been  referred  to  me  for  attention. 

You  state  that: 

"A  physical  connection  exists  between  the  toll  linos  of  one  telephone 
company  and  a  local  telephone  exchange  of  another  telephone  company. 
Because  of  a  disagn>«  ,  to  ih.  i.-rms  of  settlement,  the  tele- 

phone company  owning  the  toll  lines  has  arbitrarily  disconnected  its  toll 
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lines  from  the  other  telephone  company's  local  exchange,  thus  depriving  the 
public  of  long  distance  telephone  service." 

An  opinion  is  requested  upon  the  following  questions: 

"Has  a  telephone  company  the  right  to  discontinue  >a  physical  connec- 
tion between  its  toll  lines  and  the  toll  lines  of  another  telephone  company 
or  between  its  toll  lines  and  the  telephone  exchange  of  another  telephone 
company,  when  once  established  without  the  consent  of  this  Commission?" 

"Where  a  physical  connection  between  the  toll  lines  of  two  companies 
or  between  the  toll  lines  of  one  company  and  the  exchange  of  another 
company,  has  been  discontinued  because  of  a  disagreement  relative  to  the 
terms  of  settlement  between  the  companies,  can  this  Commission  require 
the  reestablishment  of  such  physical  connection  as  may  have  existed,  in 
order  that  the  pu'blic  nuay  not  be  deprived  of  service,  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment to  be  later  determined  by  the  Commission  upon  presentation  of  facts 
by  the  telephone  companies?" 

The  first  question  is  quite  comprehensive.  It  requires  a  consideration 
of  the  question  of  whether  such  connection  could  be  discontinued  for  any 
reason  without  the  consent  of  the  Cimmission.  So  considered,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  it  should  ibe  answered  in  the  affirmative.  There  is  nothing,  I 
believe,  in  the  Telephone  Act,  which  would  render  it  necessary  to  -apply  to 
the  Commission  for  permission  to  discontinue  such  a  connection,  upon  the 
expiration  of  a  connection  contract,  where  neither  party  desired  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  connection. 

The  Kansas  law  contains  a  provision  that: 

"No  change  shall  be  made  in  any  rate,  toll,  charge  or  classification,  or 
schedule  of  charges,  joint  rates  or  in  any  rule  or  regulation  or  practice  per- 
taining to  the  service  or  rates  of  any  such  public  utility  or  common  carrier, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Commission."  Sec.  20,  Chap.  238,  Laws  of  1911. 

It  is  probable  that  the  maintenance  of  such  a  connection  would  be  a 
"practice  pertaining  to  the  service."  It  seems  to  have  been  so  considered 
in  the  case  of  (Northeast  Kansas  Telephone  Co.  vs.  Hiawatha  Mut.  Tele- 
phone Co.  P.  U.  R.  1915  A  1016.  However,  the  Minnesota  Telephone  Law 
does  not  expressly  require  the  consent  of  the  Commission  to  changes  in 
practices.  It  only  expressly  requires  such  consent  to  changes  in  rates. 

Your  second  question  has  to  do  with  the  power  of  the  Commission  to 
order  the  re-establishment  of  the  connection,  pending  a  hearing  on  the 
terms.  Section  10,  of  the  Telephone  Act,  provides  that: 

"In  case  of  failure  of  the  telephone  companies  concerned  to  allow  or 
agree  upon  such  physical  connection,  or  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  one  shall  be  made,  application  may  be  made  to  the  Commission  for  an 
order  requiring  such  connection  and  fixing  the  compensation,  terms  and 
conditions  thereof,  and  if  after  investigation  and  hearing  the  Commission 
shall  find  that  such  physical  connection  will  not  result  in  irreparable  in- 
jury to  such  telephone  properties,  it  shall,  by  order,  direct  that  such  connec- 
tions be  made,  and  prescribe  reasonable  conditions  and  compensation  be 
made,  and  prescribe  reasonable  conditions  and  compensation  therefor,  and 
for  the  joint  use  thereof,  and  by  whom  the  expense  of  making  and  main- 
taining such  connection  or  connections  shall  be  paid." 

It  will  -be  noted  that  the  language  quoted  required,  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  ordering  >a  connection,  a  finding  that  such  connection  will  not  re- 
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suit  in  irreparable  injury  to  the  telephone  properties.  It  also  seems  to  con- 
template that  the  connection  requirement  and  the  provisions  as  to  condi- 
tions and  compensation  be  passed  upon  at  the  same  time  and  embodied  in 
the  same  order. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  has  expressly  covered  the  sub- 
ject of  physical  connections,  it  would  seem  that  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
mission in  such  cases  is  to  be  found  in  such  provisions,  rather  than  in  the 
general  provisions  conferring  supervisory  powers.  The  second  question 
should,  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  C.  FLANNERY, 
Assistant  Attorney  General. 

Henry  Sullwold  vs.  Four  Lakes  Rural  Telephone  Company. 

The  Four  Lakes  Rural  Telephone  Company  w<as  directed  iby  formal  or- 
der of  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  of  Minnesota,  dated 
November  19,  1917,  to  supply  Henry  Sullwold  residing  in  the  Township  of 
Oakdale,  Washington  County,  with  the  same  telephone  facilities  and  ser- 
vice supplied  to  other  subscribers  upon  its  lines.  The  Four  Lakes  Com- 
pany failing  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Commission  or  to  take  an 
appeal  within  the  statutory  thirty  days,  the  Attorney  General,  January  18, 
1918,  began  proceedings  in  the  District  Court  of  Washington  County  for  a 
writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Railroad  and 
Warehouse  Commission. 

April  8,  1918  the  Court  issued  an  order  for  a  writ  of  peremptory  man- 
damus as  prayed 'for  by  the  Attorney  General.  The  writ  was  issued  May 
24,  1918  and  was  served  on  Jake  Eder  and  Max  Krause,  officers  of  the  Four 
Lakes  Telephone  Company.  The  telephone  company  appealed  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  from  the  order  of  the  District 
Court  of  Washington  County,  but  failed  to  file  a  supersedeas  .bond.  As 
there  was  no  compliance  with  the  writ  of  mandamus,  proceedings  were  be- 
gun -by  the  Attorney  General  to  punish  Messrs.  Eder  and  Krause  for  con- 
tempt of  court.  Hearing  was  held  on  this  proceeding  July  8,  1918,  follow- 
ing which  the  court  issued  an  order  August  13,  1918,  adjudging  Messrs.  Eder 
ami  Krause  guilty  of  contempt,  imposing  a  fine  of  $50.00  against  each  and 
imprisonment  for  both  until  such  a  time  as  telephone  service  had  -been  sup- 
plied to  Henry  Sullwold  as  directed  by  the  order  of  the  Railroad  and 
Warehouse  Commission. 

Writ  of  certiorari  was  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Minnesota  for 
a  review  of  the  contempt  proceedings.  Both  cases  were  set  for  hearing  in 
'he  Supreme  Court  November  12,  1918. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  STATE  OF   MINNESOTA. 

IMI'.KI.L,  J. 
ex  !•••].  Clifford  I.    Hilton.  Attorney  General, 

Respondent 

ft, 

Four  Lakes  T  Appellant. 

SYLLABUS 

1.     I'.y    Laws   1915,   Cbapt.  n    12.    i!  ul    ami    Ware- 

Commission  Is  given  Jurisdiction  and  supervisory  powers  over  tele- 
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phone  companies  the  same  as  it  has  over  railroad  and  express  companies; 
and  such  jurisdiction  extends  to  all  companies  which  are  engaged  in 
furnishing  telephone  service  regardless  of  the  character  of  their  organi- 
zation. 

2.  The  statute  is  not  unconstitutional  as  conferring  judicial  powers  up- 
on the  Railro-ad  and  Warehouse  Commission.    The  powers  conferred  are  ad- 
ministrative and  legislative  in  character.     The  reasonableness  of  its  orders 
is  a  judicial  question  reviewable  on  an  appeal  to  the  district  court  for  which 
the  statute  provides. 

3.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  telephone  company  to  furnish  reasonably  ade- 
quate service  and  facilities  for  the  public  without  discrimination.    An  order 
of  the  commission,  directing  that  the  same  telephone  facilities  and  service 
be  furnished  to  a  petitioner  as  to  others,  after  the  time  for  appeal  and  when 
none  was  taken  became  final,  and  was  not  subject  to  attack  or  review  by 
the  company  on  mandamus  to  enforce  it. 

4.  (Mandamus  is  a  proper  remedy  to  compel  the  -company  to  furnish 
the  service  directed.    Although  the  general  rule  is  that  mandamus  does  not 
lie  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  unincorporated  associations  such  rule  does  not 
prevent  the  use  of  the  writ  to  compel  the  performance  of  >a  duty  cast  by 
law  upon  public  service  associations.     Besides  the  statute  expressly  author- 
izes the  use  'by  the  attorney  general  of  any  appropriate  writ  without  a  dis- 
tinction as  to  the  character  of  the  organization  of  the  telephone  company. 

Order  affirmed. 


OPINION. 

This  is  a  proceeding  in  mandamus  on  the  relation  of  the  attorney  general 
to  compel  the  respondent  telephone  company  to  install  service  for  one 
Henry  Sullwold,  a  farmer  living  a  few  miles  out  of  Stillwater.  The  tele- 
phone company  is  a  co-partnership.  Its  line  passes  near  Sullwold's  farm.  It 
formerly  furnished  him  service  which  it  discontinued.  The  court  granted 
the  relator's  motion  on  the  pleadings  for  the  issuance  of  a  peremptory 
writ.  The  company  appeals  from  the  order. 

1.  By  Laws  1915,  Chapter  152,  Section  1-2,  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission  is  vested  with  the  same  jurisdiction  and  supervisory  power  over 
telephone  companies  as  it  has  over  railroad  and  express  companies;   and 
any  firm  or  association  or  co-partnership  owning  or  operating  a  telephone 
line  for  hire,  or  furnishing  telephone  service  to  the  public,  is  a  telephone 
company  within  the  definition  of  the  statute.     The  respondent  company  is 
such  a  company. 

2.  It  is  contended  that  chapter  152  is  unconstitutional  because  it  confers 
upon  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  judicial  powers.    It  does  not 
confer  judicial  power.    The  duties  of  the  commission  in  connection  with  tele- 
phone companies  are  administrative  and  legislative  in  character.     Upon  an 
appeal  to  the  district  court,  for  which  the  statute  provides,  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  commission's  orders,  which  is  a  judicial  question,  is  for  determ- 
ination.    See  State  v.  Great  N.  Ry.  Co.  130  Minn.  57;     State  v.  G.  N.  Ry. 
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Co.  135  Minn.   19;    Brogger  v.  Chicago,  etc.  Ry.  Co.   137   Minn.   338.     The 
statute  is  constitutional. 

3.  The   respondent   furnishes   a  public   utility    and   it   is    its    duty   to 
furnish  reasonably  adequate  service  and  facilities  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  pu-blic.     Laws  1915  chapter  152,  section  4.     It  is  an  implication  of  the 
law  that  it  will  serve  all  similarly  situated  without  discrimination.     State 
v.  Consumers  Power  Co.  119  Minn.  225. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Sullwold,  and  after  hearing  had,  the  Railroad  and 
Warehouse  Commission  ordered  the  company  to  furnish  him  the  same  tele- 
phone service  and  facilities  as  it  furnished  others.  The  writ  alleges  the  pro- 
ceeding before  the  Commission  and  the  determination  of  it.  The  com- 
pany might  have  appealed  within  thirty  days.  It  did  not.  Therefore  the  order 
of  the  Commission  became  final.  Laws  1915,  chapter  152,  section  23.  The 
answer  to  the  writ  does  not  deny  the  proceeding  had  before  the  commis- 
sion and  the  order  made,  but  sets  up  facts  which  might  perhaps  have  been 
urged  at  the  hearing  before  the  commission.  They  constitute  no  defense. 
The  order  is  not  subject  to  attack  or  review  in  mandamus  to  enforce  it. 
Tfce  court  was  right  in  directing  the  issuance  of  a  peremptory  writ. 

4.  The  statute  provides  that  when  a  telephore  company  fails  to  com- 
ply with  an  order  of  the  commission  after  it  has  become  final,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  attorney  general  to  apply  to  the  district  court  in  the  name 
of  the  state  for  a  mandatory  injunction  or  other  appropriate  writ  to  compel 
obedience.     Laws  1915,  chapter  152,  section  25.  Mandamus  is  an  appropri- 
ate writ.    State  v.  Consumers  Power  Co.,  119  Minn.  225.    The  fact  that  the 
respondent  is   a  co-partnership   does  not  affect  the  propriety  of  the  writ. 
M  mdamus  does  not  in  general  lie  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  unincorporated 
societies  or  associations.    State  v.  Cook,  119  Minn.  407.    Where,  however,  a 
co-partnership  is  engaged  in  public  service  and  is  charged  by  law  with  the 
duty  of  furnishing  a  public   utility  mandamus  is   a  proper  remedy  to  en- 
force it.    See  State  v.  U.  S.  Express  Co.  81  Minn.  87. 

Some  other  questions  are  made  but  they  are  not  of  a  character  re- 
quiring discussion. 
Order  affirmed. 

+ 

TELEPHONE  TOLL  APPRAISAL 
(D.  F.  Jurgensen,  Chief  Engineer) 

Tin-  fortieth  session  (1917)  of  the  state  legislature  granted  the 
Commission  additional   authority   ami   appropriation   for   making  a 
valuation  of  the  long  distance  telephone  properties  of  the  North- 
tern  Telephone  Exchange  and  the  Tri  Slate  T<  lephone  &  Tele- 
graph companies  in  the  state      That  part  of  the  work  relating  to 
the   physical  valuation   of  these  properties   was   delegated   to   til- 
engineering   department    of   the    Commission    and    has   been   under 
fOZ    more    than    a    year. 

The  \\-or!:  in  the  li.-ld  of  eheekin.i:  up  these  properties,  appi 
mately    1i),(n>0    toll    pole    miles.    \\as    completed    this    fall,    and    tin- 
work   of  compiling  this  data   in   inventory    form  is  being  done   in 
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the  offices  of  the  engineering  department  at  this  time.  The  prop- 
erty count,  i.s  taken  in  the  field,  we  believe  has  furnished  the 
department  with  an  accurate  inventory  as  to  the  quantities  and 
class  of  construction  items,  and  is  as  complete  as  engineering  skill 
can  devise.  All  the  material  was  examined,  the  dimensions  and 
condition  of  the  poles,  wires,  cross-arms,  anchors  and  other  items 
being  recorded.  All  such  reports  are  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the 
engineering  department  of  the  Commission. 

APPRAISAL  OF  TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE  PROPERTIES. 

During  the  year  ending  November  30,  1918,  the  following 
telephone  exchange  properties  were  inventoried: 

Exchange  Appraisal  Reported   to 

Name  of  Company  Located  at  as  of  Commission 

Kandiyohi  Telephone  Co Kandiyo-hi  ..June  30,  1918  Sept.  18,  1918 

LeRoy  Telephone  Co Adams  and  LeRoy.  .  .Dec.    31,  1917  Mar.    30,  1918 

N.  W.  Tel.  Bxch.  Co Glenwood  Dec.    31,1917  Mar.      6,1918 

X.  W.  Tel.   Exch.  Co Tracy   Dec.    31,  1917  April  11,  1918 

N.  W.  Tel.  Bxch.  Co Wadena Dec.    31,  1917  Mar.    23,  1918 

Tri- State  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co Princeton    June   30,  1918  Aug.    17,  1918 

Watertown  Telephone  Co Delano   Dec.    31,  1917  Aug.    23,  1918 

LABOR  COST  STUDIES. 

Examinations  of  the  telephone  companies'  construction  cost 
accounts,  i.e.,  their  construction  books,  are  being  analyzed  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  labor  and  other  incidental  costs  in- 
curred in  connection  with  actual  toll  line  construction  work. 

TELEPHONE    COMPANIES    CO-OPERATING    WITH    STATE. 

The  department  from  the  very  beginning  has  enjoyed  the 
most  hearty  co-operation  of  the  two  telephone  companies,  and,  in 
this  connection,  the  work  of  inventorying  their  properties  pro- 
gressed most  favorably,  the  field  work  of  which  was  completed  this 
fall.  The  information  gathered  in  this  valuation  will  be  compiled 
in  inventory  form  and  presented  to  the  Commission  and  used  as  ;i 
nasis  in  the  establishment  of  fair  rates  for  users  of  the  telephone 
MI  the  state. 
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INFORMAL  RULINGS. 

Note:  The  informal  rulings  of  the  Minnesota  Railroad  and 
Warehouse  Commission,  published  herewith,  relate  to  minor  appli- 
cations and  complaints.  They  are  not  intended  by  the  Commission 
as  precedents  to  be  applied  to  such  proceedings  as  may  come 
before  it  and  should  not  be  so  regarded  by  either  officials  or 
patrons  of  telephone  companies,  as  they  do  not  rank  with  the 
Commission's  formal  orders  and  opinions.  Nevertheless,  these 
rulings  express  the  views  of  the  Commission  on  the  particular  ques- 
tions involved  and  represent,  in  most  instances,  the  application  of 
doctrines  or  principles  laid  down  in  formal  orders.  The  follow- 
ing rulings  are  illustrative  and  comprise  only  a  small  proportion 
of  those  made  by  the  Commission  during  the  past  year. 


Subscribers  Owning-  Telephone  Instruments  Should  Pay  the  Same 
Rates  as  Other  Subscribers;  Telephone  Companies  Should  Ob- 
tain Full  Control  of  Instruments  and  Lines. 

Question :  We  have  five  or  six  farmers  who  own  their  own 
telephones  and  A  small  portion  of  the  line.  They  have  been  pay- 
ing $5.00  per  year  for  service.  Some  of  these  telephones  are  giv- 
ing such  poor  service  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  rest 
of  the  line  in  good  shape.  What  can  we  do  to  remedy  these  con- 
ditions? 

Answer:  I  am  directed  to  advise  you  that  to  furnish  those 
subscribers  with  telephone  service  at  a  rate  less  than  is  being 
charged  to  other  subscribers  on  your  lines  is  discriminatory  and 
unlawful.  Your  company  should  proceed  to  obtain  the  control 
of  instruments  and  portions  of  the  line  owned  by  the  certain  sub- 
scribers referred  to  in  your  letter,  so  that  your  company  may  have 
full  control  of  the  maintenance  and  service  over  those  lines  and 
stations,  and  the  subscribers  should  pay  the  same  rate  for  the  serv- 
ice as  is  paid  by  other  subscribers  on  your  lines. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-424  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


Rural  Companies  Are  Not  Permitted  to  Make  Charges  Against 
Patrons  of  a  Company  Doing  Switching  Service  for  Such 
Rural  Company,  for  Connection  with  Rural  Company's  Sub- 
scribers. 

Question        We  have  an  agreement   with  th«>  Tele- 

phone  Company,   in    which   tliry  agree  to  give   our  subscribers   the 
us.    ,,f   th.-ir   s\\  itehlmanl    and    lines    for   'j:»    eenls    per    month.      We 
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have  received  $2.00  per  month  for  business  'phones  and  $1.00  for 
residence  'phones,  all  others  have  paid  us  15  cents  per  call  for  the 
use  of  our  lines.  We  tVel  that  we  are  paying  for  the  use  of  their 
lines  and  therefore  are  entitled  to  something  from  them  for  the 
use  of  our  lines.  They  certainly  receive  as  much  benefit  from  our 

lines  as  we  do  from  theirs.     The   Telephone  exchange 

holds  that  we  are  not  entitled  to  anything  from  their  subscribers 
for  the  use  of  our  lines,  but  we  feel  that  we  ought  to  receive  some- 
thing as  well  as  they  do  for  the  use  of  the  lines. 

Answer:  I  am  directed  to  advise  you  that  your  company  can- 
not make  such  a  charge  to  the  subscribers  of  the  Tele- 
phone Company.  The  subscribers  of  that  company  are  responsible 
only  to  that  company  for  the  payment  of  their  telephone  service. 
The  25  cents  per  month  per  subscriber  which  you  pay  to  the 

Telephone   Company  is  supposed  to   cover  the  actual 

cost  of  performing  the  switching  service  for  your  subscribers  and 
is  not  a  charge  made  against  your  subscribers  for  talking  to  the 
subscribers  of  that  company.  The  subscribers  of  your  company 
who  are  directly  connected  with  the  local  exchange,  become  a  part 
of  that  exchange  area  and  should  receive  the  same  service  as  the 
subscribers  located  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village.  As 
stated  before,  the  amount  that  you  pay  the  telephone  company  is 
for  the  actual  cost  of  doing  your  switching  and  eliminates  the 
necessity  of  your  company  to  install  and  operate  a  switchboard 
of  your  own  at  some  other  point.  The  cost  of  operating  a  switch- 
board of  your  own  would  be  approximately  the  same  as  you  are 
now  paying  the  village  telephone  company. 

J.  W.  HOW  ATT, 
0-450  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


Telephones  in  School  Houses  and  Lodge  Rooms  Ordinarily  Are 
Classified  as  Business  Telephones,  But  Pending  a  Formal  De- 
cision by  the  Commission,  Companies  Will  Be  Permitted  to 
Supply  Such  Service  at  Reduced  Rates. 

Question:  In  installing  a  telephone  in  a  school  house  or  lodge 
room,  will  such  telephones  come  under  the  business  telephone  rate 
or  should  there  be  special  rates  for  them? 

Answer-  I  would  advise  that  telephones  in  school  houses  and 
lodge  rooms  customarily  come  under  business  classification.  Until 
the  Commission  has  made  an  investigation  relative  to  the  cost  of 
furnishing  service  sa  between  institutions  of  this  kind  and 
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business  or  residence  service,  and  made  a  formal  order  based  on 
such  investigation,  telephone  companies  may  supply  such  services 
at  special  rates.  j.  w.  HOW  ATT, 

0-357  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


Definition  of  Extension  Telephone. 

Question:     A  telephone  company  having  quoted  a  one-party 
:  deuce  rate,  a  two-party  residence  rate,  a  residence  extension 
rate,  a  one-party  business  rate,  a  two-party  business  rate,  and  a 
business  extension  rate,  believes  that  the  true  definition  of  an  ex- 
tension telephone  to  be  in  substance  as  follows : 

An  extension  telephone  is  a  telephone  installed  in  the  same 
building  in  which  the  subscriber's  original  telephone  is  installed, 
connected  with  the  same  line,  both  talking  and  signaling,  circuit 
as  the  original  telephone;  which  receives  the  same  signals  as  the 
original  telephone  and  which  does  not  receive  different  listings 
in  the  company's  directory  from  that  of  the  original  telephone; 
the  purpose  of  its  installation  being  solely  to  make  the  subscriber's 
telephone  more  conveniently  accessible. 

In  view  of  the  above,  does  the  following  practice  make  what 
might  be  termed  an  extension  telephone  instead  of  two-party 
telephones,  each  of  which  should  be  paid  for  as  such? 

John  Jones  owns  and  operates  a  grocery  store  and  live- 
rooms  over  the  store.  He  orders  a  one-party  business  telephone 
installed  in  his  store,  which  is  accomplished,  and  Mr.  Jones  is 
charged  the  regular  one-party  business  rate.  Later  Mr.  Jones 
wants  an  extension  telephone  installed  in  his  rooms  over  the  store 
on  the  same  line.  In  order  to  prevent  annoyance  to  himself  and 
family  he  is  granted  permission  to  use  two  rings  for  the  residence 
and  one  ring  for  the  store,  and  in  order  that  other  subscribers 
may  know  how  to  call  intelligently,  each  of  these  two  telephones 
are  listed  thusly  in  the  telephone  company's  directory: 

91-R,  Jones,  John Grocery    store 

91-R,  Jones,  John Residence 

"B"  indicating  the  business  or  one  ring,  "R"  indicating  the 
residence,  or  two  rings. 

In  sueli  case,  should  the  subscriber  be  granted  a  business  ex- 

•  n  rate? 

Your  definition  of  the  extension  telephone  is  cor- 
rect. In  the  foregoing  case,  as  outlined,  the  two-party  business 
and  t\\o  patty  residence  rates  should  be  charged. 

J.  W.  IIOWATT, 
<  >  Ml  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 
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It  is  Permissible  to  Supply  a  Business  Telephone  and  a  Residence 
Telephone  on  the  Same  Line,  Collecting  the  Regular  Two-party 
Rates  for  Each  Class  of  Service,  But  This  Method  of  Grouping 
Should  Not  Become  General. 

Question:  Where  a  telephone  company  has  quoted  a  busi- 
ness two-party  rate,  also  a  residence  two-party  rate,  is  it  per- 
missible under  such  quotations  for  the  telephone  company  to  sup- 
ply service  to  a  business  telephone  and  a  residence  telephone  on 
the  same  line  and  to  collect  therefor  a  residence  two-party  rate 
from  the  residence  and  a  business  two-party  rate  from  the  busi- 
ness subscriber? 

Answer:  This  question  should  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
However,  this  method  of  grouping  subscribers  should  not  be  prac- 
ticed indiscriminately.  This  class  of  service  usually  is  furnished 
to  such  subscribers  as  desire  to  have  their  business  and  residence 
telephones  on  the  same  line  and  then  only  upon  request.  This  ap- 
plies to  such  subscribers  as  physicians,  druggists,  liverymen  and 
others,  who  desire  to  answer  their  business  calls  at  their  residence. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-341  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


Rural  Line  Rates  May  Be  Charged  to  a  Country  Store. 

Question:  A  telephone  company  having  quoted  a  one-party 
business  rate,  a  two-party  Business  rate  and  a  party  line  farm  rate 
supplies  service  on  one  of  its  party  farm  lines  to  a  general  mer- 
chandise store  located  in  the  country.  Is  it  permissible  in  the  light 
of  chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915,  to  grant  this  store  this  service  at 
the  party  line  farm  rate,  or  should  a  special  rate  exist,  applying 
to  such  rural  business  stations? 

Answer:  It  is  permissible  to  charge  a  rural  line  rate  to  a 
country  store. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-341  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


A  Country  Merchant  Performing  Switching  Service  for  a  Tele- 
phone Company  Should  Pay  the  Regular  Rates  for  His  Tele- 
phone   Service    and    Receive    Compensation    for    Doing    the 
Switching. 
Question :     A  telephone  company  contracted  in  earlier  years 

with  a  rural,  store  to  attend  the  switching  of  several  rural  lines; 

the  telephone  company  providing  and  maintaining  the  necessary 
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equipment.  After  a  period  of  time  the  switching  of  these  same 
lines  was  accomplished  at  one  of  the  company's  later  established 
central  offices  in  the  neighborhood.  The  contract  with  the  rural 
store  was  therefore  cancelled.  However,  inasmuch  as  it  was  more 
convenient  for  the  party  line  subscribers  of  the  neighborhood,  as 
well  as  for  the  store,  to  call  the  store  direct  instead  of  having 
first  to  call  the  central  office,  the  switching  apparatus,  together 
with  all  lines  attached  thereto,  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
store,  transmitting  both  incoming  and  outgoing  calls  freely  and 
without  any  charges  whatever  to  the  store.  The  telephone  com- 
pany maintained  line  and  equipment  gratis  for  this  service;  other 
rural  stores  in  the  vicinity  not  being  so  supplied.  "Would  such  a 
case  be  a  direct  violation  of  section  7,  chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915? 
Answer:  This  might  be  considered  as  supplying  free  service 
to  the  storekeeper  and  be  in  violation  of  sections  7  and  11.  We 
believe  that  the  storekeeper  should  pay  for  his  telephone  service 
and  that  the  telephone  company  should  pay  him  for  the  switching 
service  performed.  The  storekeeper  may  become  an  employee  or 
agent  of  the  company  and  may  then  be  given  free  service. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-341  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


A  Telephone   Company  May  Not  Refuse   An  Extension   Bell   or 

Telephone  to  a  Farmer's  Residence  on  the  Ground  That  Such 

Service  Tends  to  Overload  the  Line. 

Question:  A  farmer's  residence  being  supplied  with  a  multi- 
party farm  line  service  applies  for  an  extension  bell  or  an  exten- 
sion telephone,  or  both,  and  the  company  refuses  to  install  such 
additional  station,  or  stations,  as  requested,  giving  as  a  reason, 
that  such  a  station  tends  to  overload  to  a  prohibitive  extent,  con- 
sidering the  quoted  extension  rate  and  that  the  residence  extension 
rate  qtaoted  is  not  meant  to  apply  to  rural  stations.  By  so  doinij. 
is  the  company  violating  section  7,  chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915? 

Answer:  If  a  rural  subscriber  applies  for  extension  telephone 
or  an  extension  bell,  or  both,'  he  should  be  furnished  with  same. 
The  excuse  of  a  telephone  company  that  "it  would  tend  to  over 
load  the  liins"  is  not  justifiable,  as  when  a  rural  circuit  becomes 
overloaded  it  is  the  duty  of  a  telephone  company  to  install  addi- 
tional circiiiK  \\hich  will  provide  proper  facilities  to  take  care,  of 
the  overloaded  circuit. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
o  :;n  Supervisor  ,,,'  Telephones. 
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Employees  of  Telephone  Companies  Should  Not  Be  Supplied  With 
Free  Telephone  Unless  Same  Is  Used  In  Furtherance  of  Their 
'  Employment. 

Question:  A  telephone  company  has  a  certain  amount  of 
manual  labor,  such  as  scrubbing  office  and  operating  floors  to  be 
done  regularly  each  month;  or  a  limited  amount  of  collecting  to 
be  done  regularly  in  certain  territory;  the  value  of  either  of  such 
services  virtually  amounting  to  the  same  as  the  telephone  com- 
pany's standard  rate  for  one-party  residence  service.  The  com- 
pany verbally  contracts  with  such  laborer  and  collector  to  fur- 
nish him  or  her  with  a  one-party  residence  telephone  in  payment 
for  such  labor  in  the  company's  behalf,  but  no  money  payment  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  telephones  and  no  checks  are  made  out 
by  the  telephone  company  for  the  services  performed.  Is  such  a 
transaction  in  any  way  a  violation  of  section  7,  chapter  152,  Laws 
of  1915? 

Answer:     Section  11,  chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915,  provides  in 

part  as  follows: 

"A  telephone  company  may  furnish  service  free  or  at  reduced  rates 
to  its  officers,  agents  or  employees  in  furtherance  of  their  employment,  tout 
it  shall  charge  full  schedule  rates  without  discrimination  for  all  other 
services." 

Telephone  companies  should  pay  such  employees  as  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  when  the  service  is  performed  and  they  in  turn 
should  pay  for  all  telephone  service  which  they  receive. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-341  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


Farm  Line  or  Rural   Companies   Are   Responsible   to    Telephone 
Company  Performing  Switching  Service  for  All  Charges,  Both 
Toll  and  Switching,  Originating  On  Their  Respective  Lines. 
Question:     For  years  past  we  have  been  compelled  to  make 
collections  for  toll  charges  over  our  lines  to  rural  companies  re- 
ceiving service  through  our  exchange  from  the  farmers  individual- 
ly.    This  matter  of  collection  became  such  a  burden  and  nuisance 
that  we  sent  to  each  line  a  statement  of  the  collective  indebtedness 
to  our  company.    A  storm  of  protest  was  the  result,  and  we  were 
informed  that  we  would  be  compelled  to  continue  to  do  our  own 
collecting.     We   will   thank  you   for   any   information   as   to    our 
rights  under  the  circumstances. 

Answer:     This  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  unrea- 
sonable to  expect  telephone   companies  operating   exchanges   and 
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furnishing  service  to  rural  companies  upon  a  switching  basis  to 
do  business  with  and  render  bills  and  make  collections  from  the 
individual  subscribers  or  members  of  such  companies.  Payments 
for  telephone  service  furnished  to  members  or  subscribers  of 
mutual  or  co-operative  companies  should  be  made  to  such  officers 
as  may  be  designated  by  the  company,  who  should  in  turn  pay  to 
the  switching  company  the  amount  required  for  the  switching 
service  and  toll  service  used  by  the  individual  members  of  the 
company.  Bills  covering  toll  service  usually  are  rendered  monthly 
and  should  be  paid  promptly  by  the  secretary  or  other  officers  of 
the  rural  company.  This  officer  may  find  it  difficult  to  collect 
the  numerous  small  toll  bills  promptly  from  the  subscribers  and 
in  order  to  overcome  this  delay  which  plight  obtain  in  remitting 
to  the  exchange  from  which  service  is  received,  such  officer  should 
be  provided  with  a  small  revolving  fund  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
tin-  total  average  monthly  bills  of  his  company. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-338  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 


Telephone  Companies  Are  Not  Permitted  to  Make  An  Extra  Charge 
For  Incoming  Toll  Messages. 

Question :  We  have  been  charging  10  cents  on  incoming  toll 
-sages  as  other  line  charge.  On  the  out  calls  originated  by  our 
subscribers  we  have  made  no  charge  so  far,  but  will  gladly  charge 
both  ways  if  you  say  so.  The  beginning  of  this  charge  was  some 
time  ago,  when  we  did  not  have  any  rural  lines  and  were  switching 
for  other  line  only,  with  the  understanding  that  we  were  to 
charge  10  cents  on  all  long  distance  calls. 

Answer :  It  appears  from  your  schedule  of  rates  that  you  are 
charging  a  rate  of  $1.25  per  month  for  rural  residence  service 
and  it  is  presumed  to  cover  all  service  to  and  from  the  subscriber 
on  your  rural  line,  whether  that  service  is  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
communication lift \vern  the  subscribers  of  any  particular  line  ol 
your  company,  or  whet  In  T  the  service  is  for  the  intercommunica- 
tion between  the  subscribers  on  the  lines  of  your  company,  and 
those  connected  with  or  receiving  service  with  the  subscribers 
located  in  the  vilhi.ire  and  connected  with  your  exchange.  Th<> 
additional  10  cents,  or  so-called  "other  line"  charge,  which  is  ap- 
)>lied*tO  each  inrmiiiiii:  long  distance  call,  which,  it  is  presumed, 
is  collected  !\  the  IMH.T  distance  company  in  addition  to  a  regular 
charge  at  the  point  at  which  the  message  originates,  might  prob- 
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ably  be  called  a  delivery  charge  and  has  the  eft'ect  of  making  a 
different  rate  for  long  distance  calls  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  message. 

The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  service  given  a  rural 
subscriber  of  your  company  to  some  point  outside  of  your  system 
is  substantially  similar  to  the  subscriber  who  talks  from  that  point 
to  a  subscriber  on  your  system,  and  therefore,  it  is  a  dis-crimi na- 
tion under  the  law,  for  you  to  impose  a  10  cent  charge  on  an  in- 
coming message,  as  no  charge  is  made  on  an  outgoing  message. 

J.  W.  HOWATT, 
0-433  Supervisor  of  Telephones. 
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REPORT  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  DEPARTMENT. 

December  10,  1918. 

To  the  State  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Gentlemen:  Hereby  Is  submitted  for  your  examination  the  eighth  an- 
nual report  of  the  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures,  covering  a  period 
from  December  1,  1917,  to  November  30,  1918,  Inclusive  of  both  dates. 

I  deem  it  a  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  a  consideration  of  chapter 
281,  laws  1915,  as  regards  its  results  in  working  in  every  feature  against  the 
efficiency  of  this  department. 

First — By  limiting  the  appropriation  to  $30,000.00  annually  to  do  work 
that  had  cost  $45,000.00  annually,  obviously  made  it  impossible  to  cover 
the  state  properly  in  weights  and  measures  work,  and,  as  you  know,  the  last 
legislature  further  reduced  the  appropriation  to  $25,000.00  annually,  an  en- 
tirely inadequate  amount,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  all  necessary 
department  expense,  such  as  supplies,  traveling  expenses  and  rates  for 
transporting  testing  equipment  has  now  advanced  all  the  way  from  10  to 
33%  per  cent  over  previous  years. 

8-econd — The  provision  requiring  all  moneys  collected  by  the  department 
to  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury  works  directly  against  the  department 
fund  for  «all  special  work  done,  hence,  meaning  that  every  special  test  that 
is  attended  to  depletes  the  department  working  fund  just  to  the  extent  of  all 
the  expenses  met  by  the  department  for  any  such  testing  of  weighing  or 
measuring  equipment,  because  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  while  the 
expenses  incident  to  such  work  are  chargeable  against  people  for  whom  the 
work  is  done,  still  the  department  has  been  obliged  to  pay  for  all  the  ex- 
penses out  of  the  department  appropriation,  and  when  the  amount  is  finally 
collected  It  is  turned  into  the  state  treasury  and  credited  to  the  revenue 
fund,  hence  not  available  for  this  department's  use,  thus  the  department 
has  in  fact  borne  the  expenses  of  all  such  testing  out  of  its  already  insuffi- 
cient fund. 

Third— Chapter  281,  laws  1913,  fixes  the  salaries  of  the  department  em- 
ployes at  an  amount  wholly  incommensurate  with  the  importance  performed 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  trained  men  who  do  the  work.  This  makes 
it  impossible  for  a  hope  in  any  raise  in  salary  in  keeping  with  the  demands 
of  the  high  cost  of  living,  and  undoubtedly  has  had  some  effect  in  general 
on  the  efficiency  of  the  men,  as  they  find  themselves  underpaid  as  compared 
with  other  branches  of  the  state  service,  and  they  feel,  as  I  contend  they 
are  justified  in  doing,  that  the  work  which  they  perform  Is  just  as  impor- 
tant as  other  state  service,  and  certainly  requires  more  training  and  entails 
more  responsibility  than  many  other  positions  In  the  state  employ. 

The  fact  that  the  appropriation  will  not  permit  a  complete  performance 
of  the  work,  operates  against  the  department  in  the  way  of  criticism  be- 
cause the  work  is  not  completely  done  throughout  the  state,  as  people  do 
not  analyze  nor  understand  the  situation,  but  simply  recognize  the  fact  that 
th»'  work  is  not  done,  and  of  course  charge  it  to  department  inefficiency. 
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The  last  report  of  the  public  examiner  covering  his  examination  of  this 
department  makes  a  pertinent  note  on  the  subject,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"The  department  is  handicapped  in  its  work  by  a  too  small  ap- 
propriation, and  it  is  deemed  impossible  for  the  department  to  give 
to  the  public  such  service  as  was  intended  by  the  law.  Section  4616, 
General  Statutes  1913,  imposes  a  penalty  upon  any  person  having  in 
his  possession  'any  weight  and  measure  or  weighing  and  measur- 
ing device,  which  has  not  been  sealed  within  one  year  as  provided 
by  this  law.'  Because  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  with  the  present 
force  of  inspectors  to  inspect  and  seal  even  half  of  the  devices  used 
within  the  state,  the  law  is  inadvertently  making  criminals  of  inno- 
cent people,  and  the  interest  of  the  public  is  not  properly  guarded." 
As  a  part  of  this  report,  tables  numbered  1,  2,  3  and  4,  covering  the  stat- 
istics of  this  department,  are  given,  to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully 
directed. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

CHAS.  C.  NEALE, 
Commissioner  Weights  and  Measures. 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  RELIEF  FROM  PROVISIONS  OF  THE 
CLEARANCE  LAW. 

CLEARANCE  CASES. 

October  23,  1917— December  1,  1917.  A-2247 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company. 
Petition  for  relief  from  the  provisions  of  the  clearance  law  at  the 
storehouse  of  the  St.  Paul  Gas  Light  Company,  St.  Paul,  asking 
permission  to  operate  its  tracks  at  the  point  mentioned  in  the  peti- 
tion provided  platform  is  changed  so  as  to  conform  with  clearance 
law.  Reported  page  214. 

December  1,  1917— December  8,  1917.  A-2265 

Minneapolis  Steel  &  Machinery  Company.  Application  for  relief 
from  clearance  law  in  the  construction  of  a  knee  brace  under  crane 
girder  projecting  out  over  a  side  track.  Track  is  on  the  property 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway,  and  the  Minneapolis 
Steel  Machinery  Company  is  advised  to  have  the  railway  com- 
pany file  application  for  exemption.  They  later  advised  their  de- 
sign had  been  changed  and  will  now  meet  with  the  clearance  re- 
quirement. 

December  4,  1917— December  10,  1917.  A-2277 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  construct  an  addition  to  its  boiler  house  at  Rice's  Point.  Dublin, 
with  less  clearance  in  doorway  than  prescribed  by  law.  Order  made 
granting  permission  to  construct  its  addition  with  an  opening  in  the 
door  13  feet  wide  and  17  feet  8  inches  high.  Reported  page  21G. 

December  28,  1917— January  8,  1918.  A-2279 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Rail  Road  Company.  Application  for  per- 
mission to  establish  certain  clearances  at  loading  and  unloading 
points  for  pnlpuood  and  other  forest  products.  lYnnission  was 
granted  for  the  construction  of  loading  platforms  or  docks 
loading  pulp  wood,  etc.,  according  to  the  arrangement  shown  on  Ex- 
hibit "A,"  <iii  loading  spui-s  or  sidings  of  the  applicant  on  one  side 
of  the  track  only  and  that  applicant  may  permit  unloading  of  pulp- 
wood  in  its  Two  Harbors  storage  yard  from  cars  on  temporary 
floating  spur  tracks,  having  a  clrarancc  of  tive  feet  from  Center 
of  said  temporary  tracks.  Reported  page  217. 
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February  7,  1918— February  15,  1918.  A-2297 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  Application 
for  permit  to  provide  coaling  station  at  Wells,  Minnesota,  with 
less  clearance  than  prescribed  by  law.  Order  made  allowing  the 
company  to  build  and  maintain  the  coaling  station  as  requested. 
Reported  page  219. 

February  13,  1918— February  23,  1918.  A-2299 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  operate  a  spur  track  on  the  property  of  the  Minnesota  Crushed 
Stone  Company  at  Minneapolis  with  less  than  statutory  clearance. 
Permission  given  for  operating  gondolas  or  other  open  cars  but  no 
other  kind  of  equipment  through  this  plant  except  by  use  of  car 
puller.  Reported  page  220. 

February  20,  1918— March  2,  1918.  A-2303 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  operate  a  spur  track  on  the  property  of  the  Union  Match  Com- 
pany at  Duluth,  with  less  than  statutory  clearance.  Authority 
given  the  railway  company  to  extend  spur  track  through  the  build- 
ing of  the  Union  Match  Company  in  the  manner  shown  on  the  blue 
print  attached  to  the  application.  Reported  page  222. 

June  10,  1918— July  2,  1918.  A-2355 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  and  Western 
Crucible  Steel  Casting  Co.,  Minneapolis.  Application  to  construct 
and  maintain  a  mono-rail  trolley  track  to  the  Western  Crucible 
Steel  Casting  Co.'s  plant  at  Minneapolis.  Permission  granted.  Re- 
ported page  223. 

July  5,  1918— July  12,  1918.  A-2363 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  a  track  under  its  Mississippi 
Street  Bridge  at  St.  Paul  with  less  than  statutory  vertical  clear- 
ance. Order  made  granting  permission  as  requested.  Reported 
page  225. 

August  5,  1918 — August  10,  1918.  A-2371 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  make  certain  renewals  and  replacements  in  the  ice  chute  near 
Detroit,  Minnesota,  with  less  than  statutory  clearance.  Application 
denied. 
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.July  2,  1918— September  18,  1918.  A-2362 

H.  E.  L- •  ,  Manager,  Kenyon  Farmers'  Mercantile  &  Ele- 
vator Company,  vs.  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  Company. 
Application  for  relief  from  provisions  of  the  clearance  law  in 
wooden  track  on  roof  of  coal  shed  for  coal  elevator.  Matter  ad- 
justed by  removal  of  structure. 

September  19,  1918— September  23,  1918.  A-2390 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  Application 
for  permission  to  establish  clearances  in  the  construction  of  track 
scale  shed  to  serve  Century  Milling  Company's  plant  at  Minne- 
apolis at  less  distance  than  prescribed  by  clearance  law.  Order 
made  approving  plans  and  permitting  the  railway  company  to  erect 
the  covering  as  requested.  Reported  page  226. 

June  5,  1918— October  10,  1918.  A-2349 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company.  In  the  matter  of  application 
for  relief  from  the  clearance  law  at  the  Northrup,  King  &  Company 
warehouses,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Petitioners  withdrew  applica- 
tion. 

November  8,  1918— November  15,  1918.  A-2411 

Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  Company.  Application  for  change 
in  trackage  at  Minneapolis  Terminal  &  Warehouse  Company,  lo- 
cated on  Minnesota  Transfer  Belt  Line  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis. 
As  the  proposed  change  would  constitute  a  serious  hazard  to  the 
railroad  employes,  the  application  was  denied. 

September  28,  1918— November  22,  1918.  A-2396 

Chicago  &  Northwestern   Railway  Company.     Application   for 

authority  to  waive  the  provisions  of  the  rlrarance  law  in  regard  to 
tin-  construction  of  track  scale  by  the  Bay  State  Milling  Company 
at  Winona,  Minnesota.     Permission   was  <:iven  to  locate  the  scale 
••- -<|ucsted.     Reported  page  227. 

DEPOTS  AND  DEPOT  SERVK  '!•: 
September  8,  1917— December  11,  11)17.  A  2220 

Chicago   &   Northwestern    Kail  way    Company.      Application    for 
the     withdrawal     of    the     a^cnt     at     l)udlc\     Station.       Application 
itrd    with    tin-    understanding    that    custodian    be    appointed    in 
place  of  regular  agent 
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December  ID,  1916— December  L'li,  1!M7.  A-i!osi» 

Strong-Scott  Manufacturing  Co.,  Minneapolis,  for  Fanners  Mill- 
ing &  Elevator  Co.,  Kllendale  vs.  Chicago,  I  Jock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company.  Application  for  depot  and  unloading  platform. 
After  considerable  correspondence  and  numerous  conferences,  an 
addition  to  the  freight  room  was  constructed  with  a  loading  plat- 
form and  authority  to  construct  a  concrete  curb  along  the  stone 
dust  platform,  also  a  hot  room  for  perishable  -freight. 

December  6,  1917— December  28,  1917.  A-2268 

Citizens  of  New  London  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Petition  for  improvements  in  depot  facilities.  Petition  denied  on 
account  of  conditions  during  the  present  time.  The  railway  com- 
pany promised  to  erect  a  satisfactory  depot  after  the  war. 

December  13,  1917— January  14,  1918.  A-2274 

Watson  Commercial  Club,  Watson,  Minn.,  by  H.  I.  Iverson, 
Secretary,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company. 
Complaint  of  unsatisfactory  lighting  conditions  existing  at  the  sta- 
tion of  Watson.  Matter  investigated  and  assurance  given  that 
lights  would  be  properly  cared  for  and  no  failure  would  occur  in 
the  future. 

January  9,  1918— January  24,  1918.  A-2287 

W.  E.  Griffith,  Secretary,  Waseca  County  Clergymen's  Associa- 
tion, vs.  Minneapolis  £  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company.  Complaint 
regarding  conditions  existing  at  Waseca  due  to  intoxicated  condi- 
tions of  men  who  come  up  from  Iowa  over  the  Minneapolis  &  St. 
Louis  Railroad.  A  special  agent  was  detailed  to  take  care  of  the 
situation  and  the  matter  also  taken  up  with  the  mayor  to  secure 
and  maintain  order. 

July  18,  1917— February  4,  1918.  B-5926 

February  HO,  1917— February  4,  1918.  A-2119 

A.  C.  Mork,  Hanley  Falls,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
and  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company.  Complaint  on 
account  of  lights  not  being  kept  in  depot,  also  failure  of  the  compa- 
nies to  furnish  night  operators  during  the  winter  months.  The  at- 
tention of  the  railroad  companies  was  called  to  the  complaint  in 
question  with  the  result  that  extra  lights  were  put  in  the  depot 
and  night  operators  were  employed. 
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November  26,  1917— February  18,  1918.  A-2262 

Residents  of  Leaf  River,  by  F.  E.  Gores,  vs.  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company.  Petition  for  the  erection  of  a  depot  or  some 
kind  of  shelter  shed.  Matter  adjusted  hy  railway  company's  agree- 
ment to  erect  a  shelter  shed  at  said  point. 

February  18,  1918— March  11,  1918.  A-2301 

December  22,  1917— March  18,  1918.  A-2278 

Residents  of  Angora,  Minnesota,  vs.  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company.  Petition  requesting  depot  be  open  for  the 
morning  and  evening  train.  Arrangements  were  made  to  keep  the 
station  open  and  to  place  a  man  in  charge. 

.March  16,  1918— May  1,  1918.  A-2316 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  close  the  station  at  Coon  Creek.  Permission  granted  with  the 
understanding  that  a  custodian  be  appointed  to  take  care  of  the 
Business  at  that  point. 

March  30,  1918— May  22,  1918.  A-2324 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste  Marie  Railway  Company. 
Application  for  permission  to  transfer  agent  from  Redtop  to  Isle, 
Minnesota,  and  establish  custodian  service  at  Redtop  in  lieu  thereof. 
Request  granted.  The  railway  company  was  required  to  construct 
a  one-pen  stockyard  with  chute  for  loading  and  unloading  cattle. 
Reported  page  228. 

March  5,  1917— May  27,  1918.  A-2135 

1-1  J.  McDonough,  Kellogg  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company.  Complaint  of  lack  of  depot  accommodations 
for  persons  waitintr  for  train  connections  at  Midland  Junction. 
After  considerable  investigation  the  railway  company  built  a  small 
depot  building  which  the  complainant  advised  was  entirely  satis- 
factory. 

l-Vhruary  18,  1918— .June  12,  1918..  A-2301 

Residents  of  Rnsewood.  Minnesota,  vs.  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  & 
Sault  Ste  Ma?-ie  Railway  Company.  Petition  for  a  depot  and  agent 
at  Rosewood  station.  On  investigation  it  developed  the  present  sta- 
tion faeiliti-  Bienl  I'm-  the  business  handled,  but  the  rail- 
way company  teenred  a  custodian  to  take  charge  of  the  station 
and  handle  e  , \hich  was  satisfactory  to  complainants. 
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May  25,  1918— June  20,  1918.  A-2346 

Village  Recorder  of  Clara  City  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company.  Complaint  regarding  the  lighting  of  station,  also  failure 
of  the  company  to  install  telephone.  Matter  adjusted  by  company 
furnishing  new  lamps  and  recommendations  made  for  installation 
of  telephone. 

April  29,  1918— June  28,  1918.  A-1959 

Residents  of  Oak  Park  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Petition  for  an  agent  at  Oak  Park.  Matter  adjusted  by  custodian 
service  during  the  season  of  light  business  and  the  installation  of 
an  agent  about  September  1st  to  be  continued  during  the  winter. 

May  14,  1918— August  14,  1918.  A-2342 

Citizens  of  Almora  vs.  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  and  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway  Company.  Petition  for  an  agent  at  Almora. 
Revenue  being  too  small  to  justify  the  appointment  of  an  agent, 
custodian  service  was  installed,  which  will  be  satisfactory  during 
abnormal  periods. 

July  9,  1918— August  27,  1918.  A-2374 

Northern  Pacific  and  Great  Northern  Railway  companies.  Ap- 
plication for  permission  to  discontinue  agent  at  Dayton,  Minn.,  and 
substituting  custodian  service.  Application  granted  after  Novem- 
ber 15th,  the  close  of  the  potato  shipping  season. 

August  21,  1918— September  3,  1918.  A-2381 

Ed.  Gilman,  Smith  Lake,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complaint  that  railway  company  is  proposing  to  remove  the  station 
from  its  present  location.  The  railway  company  advised  they  are 
building  a  new  passing  track  at  Smith  Lake  and  the  change  is 
necessary  in  order  to  facilitate  the  -handling  of  trains.  Permission 
granted. 

August  19,  1918— September  5,  1918.  A-2380 

Village  of  Taunton,  by  L.  P.  S/araynski,  vs.  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railway  Company.  Petition  for  installation  of  electric 
lights  in  passenger  station  at  Taunton.  Petition  denied  until  con- 
ditions will  permit  the  installation,  Taunton  being  one  of  the  sta- 
tions to  be  lighted  with  electricity  as  soon  as  conditions  improve. 
August  28,  1917— September  9,  1918.  A-2225 
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Guthrie  &  Hart  Lake  Farmers  Club,  Guthrie,  Minnesota,  vs. 
Minnesota  &  International  Railway  Company.  Application  for 
depot  and  agent  at  Guthrie  and  also  scales  for  stock.  Request 
denied  on  account  of  the  government  requiring  the  postponement 
of  construction  of  depots  until  conditions  are  more  favorable. 

July  3,  1918— September  17,  1918.  A-2198 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company.  Application  for  closing  sta- 
tion at  Brevator  and  opening  station  at  Wawina.  Authority  given 
for  substituting  custodian  service  at  Brevator  and  the  appointment 
of  regular  agent  at  Wawina. 

March  22,  1918— September  20,  1918.  A-1648 

Business  Men's  Club,  Milaca,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany. Petition  for  new  depot  and  stockyards.  This  case  was 
reported  in  1917  but  owing  to  the  railway  company  not  complying 
with  the  order  of  the  commission  of  May  7,  1917,  case  was  reopened. 
Matter  was  referred  to  the  Regional  Director  of  Railroads,  who 
requested  that  the  completion  of  this  station  be  postponed  until 
after  the  war. 

March  1,  1918— April  12,  1918.  A-2311 

T.  K.  Troe,  Assistant  Cashier  First  National  Bank,  Kmmons,  vs. 
Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company.  Complaint  of  action 
of  railroad  company  in  taking  agent  away  from  the  depot  at  4:50 
p.  in.  Matter  adjusted  by  arranging  to  have  the  station  lighted 
for  the  local  passenger  train  in  the  evening. 

February  3,  1918— June  4,  1918.  A-2295 

Resident!!  and  fanners  in  and  near  Lena,  vs.  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company.  Petition  for  reopening  of  the  station 
and  the  restoration  of  the  old  service.  Custodian  service  was  in- 
stalled and  the  station  reopened. 

December  10,  1917— October  18, 1918.  A-2270 

K.  -f.  Larson  vs.  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
Complaint  of  insufficient  accommodations  at  Haley.  Railway  com- 
pany agreed  to  construct  a  cinder  platform,  the  heating  and  light- 
ing question  in  l.e  taken  care  of  and  every  effort  made  to  satisfy  the 
residents  of  Haley. 

October  9,  1918— Oet-.t,,  ,    1H,  1918.  A-2400 

at  Nortl  !\vay   Company.     Applieat  ion    for   pel-mission 

to  close  the  station  at   Minnetonka   I'.eneh  temporarily  during  winter 
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of  1918-1919.  Authority  was  given  to  retire  the  agent  during  the 
winter  season,  with  the  understanding  that  custodian  service  be 
maintained. 


TRAIN  SERVICE. 

November  12,  1916— December  27,  1917.  A-2074 

Commercial  Club  of  Preston,  Minnesota,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  Petition  of  the  citizens  residing 
along  the  Reno-Preston  line  of  said  railway  for  the  restoration  of 
the  former  train  service,  in  effect  prior  to  the  commission's  order 
of  April  3,  1917,  requiring  the  companj^  to  operate  said  trains  at 
not  more  than  15  miles  an  hour.  Order  restoring  the  former  sched- 
ule issued.  Reported  page  229. 

August  28,  1917— January  2,  1918.  A-2184 

Residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Raboin  Spur,  by  Geo.  F.  McKennet, 
Postmaster,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company.  Petition  asking 
that  passenger  trains  be  stopped  on  signal  at  that  point.  Matter 
adjusted  by  the  company  arranging  to  stop  trains  Nos.  105  and 
106  at  Raboin  Spur  on  flag. 

January  11,  1918— January  23,  1918.  A-2289 

Lakefield  Commercial  Club,  by  J.  G.  Brouch,  Chairman  Trans- 
portation Committee,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company.  Complaint  against  recent  order  abandoning  trains  22 
and  23  on  the  Southern  Minnesota  division  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  west  from  Jackson.  Account  of  the 
federal  government  restricting  the  passenger  train  service,  it  was 
not  deemed  advisable  for  the  commission  to  issue  an  order  at  the 
present  time  restoring  the  above  named  trains. 

January  31,  1918— February  14,  1918.  A-2294 

Residents  on  Luce  Line  between  Minneapolis  and  Stubbs  Bay, 
vs.  Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Company.  Petition  protesting 
against  the  annulling  of  trains  Nos.  2  and  7,  leaving  Stubbs  Bay 
at  6 :25  a.  m.  and  leaving  Minneapolis  at  6  :20  p.  m.  Hearing  was 
held  and  after  taking  the  matter  under  advisement,  the  railway 
company  was  required  to  operate  a  train  on  the  same  schedule  as 
it  formerly  operated  its  trains  Nos.  2  and  5.  Reported  page  231. 
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February  26,  1918— March  6,  1918.  A  2308 

Mrs.  Alice  Gerlinger,  Spur.  Minnesota,  vs.  .Minnesota  &  Inter- 
national Railway  Company.  Application  for  stopping  freight  trains 
at  Spur.  The  railway  company  advised  that  Spur  is  only  I1/.* 
miles  from  Farley  and  they  do  not  intend  to  make  it  a  station; 
therefore,  the  commission  did  not  feel  warranted  in  asking  them 
to  stop  their  heavy  freight  trains  at  that  point. 

February  20,  1918— March  13,  1918.  A  2302 

Farmers'  Shipping  Association  of  Slay  ton,  Minnesota.  Petition 
to  arrange  the  running  of  stock  trains  on  the  main  line  so  that 
stock  can  reach  St.  Paul  in  good  season.  Matter  satisfactorily  ad- 
justed by  giving  bi-weekly  service  from  the  Pipestone  Line  and 
practically  daily  service  from  the  Currie  Line. 

January  15,  1918— March  15,  1918.  A-2291 

Citizens  of  Clark,  Minnesota,  vs.  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota 
Railway  Company.  Application  for  stopping  of  passenger  trains 
at  Clark,  Minnesota,  satisfactorily  adjusted.  Reported  page  233. 

February  6,  1918— March  18,  1918.  A-2298 

-idents  of  Wirt  and  Dora  Lake,  Minnesota,  vs.  Minneapolis 
&  Rainy  River  Railway  Company.  Complaint  of  train  service. 
Special  Agent  Watson  investigated  conditions  and  it  was  found 
that  the  matter  could  be  settled  amicably  without  a  hearing,  and 

an  adjustment   made  which  satisfied  complainants. 

February  27,  1918— April  5,  1918.  A  2309 

Hon.  Geo.  M.  Peterson,  Duluth,  vs.  Canadian  Northern  Railway 
Company.  Complaint  regarding  depot  facilities  at  Xopemiiiir  and 
request  for  stopping  of  nijrht  train  from  Duluth  to  let  oil'  patients 
for  hospital  at  Nopeming.  Company  airreed  to  stop  train  No.  3 
at  that  station  to  discharge  passengers  but  depot  facilities 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  business. 

March  27,  1918— April  22,  1918.  A  2321 

Citizens  of  (ilyndon.  Minnesota,  vs.  (In-at  Northern  Railway 
Company.  I  Vi  it  ion  to  have  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
make  their  train  No.  8  a  regular  stop  or  a  flag  stop  at  (ilyndon. 
Railway  company  advised  they  are  opposed  to  making  their  throuirh 
trains  do  local  work  but  an-  considering  having  their  trains  N«>x  7 
and  S  do  all  local  work  and  pel  it  ionrrs  were  so  advised. 
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November  26,  1915— May  7,  1918.  A-1834 

Citizens  of  Browns  Valley,  also  residents  of  Morris  and  vicinity 
and  Graceville  and  vicinity,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complaint  of  inadequate  freight  and  passenger  service.  Case  re- 
opened in  September,  1917.  After  considerable  investigation  the 
order  of  March  10,  1916,  was  modified  so  as  to  allow  the  service 
therein  mentioned  to  be  put  in  effect  on  May  13  ,1918.  '  Reported 
page  235. 

March  30,  1918— May  11,  1918.  A-2317 

Residents  of  Loman,  Minnesota,  vs.  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  West- 
ern Railway  Company.  Complaint  of  passenger  service  between 
International  Falls  and  Loman.  Adjusted  by  the  running  of  train 
on  schedule  as  nearly  as  possible. 

April  30,  1918— May  20,  1918.  A-2336 

F.  L.  Daigle,  Ebro,  Minnesota,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company.  Petition  asking  that  train  No.  35  stop  on  flag  at  Ebro. 
After  careful  consideration  it  was  found  the  present  service 
afforded  by  trains  33  and  34  was  all  that  was  warranted  and  the 
complainant  so  advised. 

April  25,  1918— May  23,  1918.  A-2248 

Village  of  Buhl,  Minnesota,  vs.  Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern 
Railway  Company.  Application  for  adequate  passenger  and  freight 
service  and  the  maintenance  of  proper  depot  facilities  at  Buhl. 
Complainants  and  respondents  stipulated  that  proceedings  be  dis- 
missed without  costs  or  prejudice  to  either  party.  Reported  page 
237. 

January  19,  1917— June  7,  1918.  A-2139 

Altura  Elevator  Company,  by  Henry  Speltz,  Manager,  vs. 
Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company.  Complaint  of  unsatis- 
factory train  service  on  branch  running  west  from  Winona  to 
Simpson,  also  dangerous  bridges.  The  condition  of  the  bridges 
was  taken  care  of  and  after  several  conferences  and  much  corre- 
spondence, the  commission  held  that  an  increase  of  service  was  not 
required,  but  the  company  must  adhere  strictly  to  running  trains 
on  schedule  until  present  abnormal  conditions  are  over. 

July  20,  1917— July  16,  1918.  A-2203 

A.  L.  Warner,  Duluth,  vs.  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

Petition  for  order  directing  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 

to  run  its  trains  over  the  old  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  line  through  the 
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state  of  .Minnesota,  and  to  furnish  the  city  of  Duluth  equitable  pas- 
senger rates  out  of  said  city  to  all  points  reached  by  the  lines  of 
said  railway  company  in  Minnesota.  Several  hearings  were  held 
and  order  made  by  the  commission.  The  application  was  finally 
denied  by  the  United  States  Railroad  Administration  as  the  opera 
tion  of  through  sleeping  cars  was  not  considered  justifiable  under 
present  conditions.  Reported  page  238. 

August  14,  1918— September  9,  1918.  A-2377 

Village  of  Rothsay,  by  President  of  Village  Council,  vs.  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company.  Complaint  of  inadequate  train  service 
and  asks  that  trains  Nos.  4  and  27  stop  at  Rothsay.  The  request 
\vas  denied  on  account  of  commisssion  being  without  authority  to 
order  stopping  of  interstate  trains  when  local  service  is  reasonable. 

September  6,  1918— September  17,  1918.  A-2384 

Residents  of  Preston  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company.  Petition  asking  for  change  of  train  service  between 
Preston  and  Isinours.  Matter  adjusted  by  railway  company  ar- 
ranging new  schedule  to  become  effective  September  23,  1918. 

September  6,  1918— September  24,  1918.  A-2385 

G.  II.  Klein,  Richmond,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Complaint  of  live  stock  train  service  on  shipments  from  Richmond. 
Application  for  additional  train  service  on  the  Willmar-St.  Cloud 
branch  is  denied  as  business  does  not  warrant  it. 

March  1,  1918— March  22,  1918.  A-2312 

C.  H.  Christopherson,  Luverne,  County  Director  for  Ash  Creek, 
vs.  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company.  In 
the  matter  of  having  the  running  time  of  trains  over  the  Doon 

'ich  changed  back  to  former  schedule.  Matter  adjusted  by 
the  inauguration  of  new  service  which  takes  care  of  the  stock  ship- 
ments from  Ash  Creek. 

March  28,  1918— April  20,  1918.  A-2329 

Farmers'  Implement   Company,  I  lemlrieks,  VS.  Chicago  &  North- 
western  Railway  Company.     Complaint   of  the  freight  ami  « 
service  on  tin-  Tyler  AstOrfa    I '.ranch.     Matter  adjusted  by   the  rait- 
way  company  agreeing'to  do  everything  possible  to  see  that  frciirht 
is  properly  handled  on  this  branch. 
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May  18,  1918—  June  4,  1918.  A-2344 

Business  men  of  St.  llilaire,  vs.  (Jreat  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany. Complaint  regarding  unsatisfactory  way  of  handling  freight 
caused  by  train  service.  Railway  company  is  giving  tri-weckly 
service  and  on  account  of  conditions  at  present  do  not  feel  that 
can  change  to  daily  service  at  this  time. 


May  23,  1918—  June  28,  1918.  A-2351 

Interstate  Packing  Company,  "Winona,  vs.  Chicago  Great  \Vest- 
eru  Railroad  Company.  In  the  matter  of  switching  of  livestock  to 
their  plant  on  Sundays.  The  commission  felt  it  would  be  unreason- 
able to  ask  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  to  put  on  an 
engine  for  this  service  under  present  war  conditions. 

April  25,  1918—  August  5,  1918.  A-2334 

Residents  and^  settlers  of  Meding  and  Ratroot,  by  Thos.  "Wat- 
son, vs.  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company.  Petition  asking  for 
a  flag  station  midway  between  Ray  and  Ericsburg  at  Mile  Post 
152.7  on  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway.  Matter  ad- 
justed by  railway  company  making  Mile  Post  152.7  a  flag  stop  for 
train  No.  6. 

September  27,  1918—  October  16,  1918.  A-2402 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application 
for  withdrawal  of  order  governing  stopping  of  trains  at  crossing 
at  Inver  Grove.  On  account  of  the  crossing  not  being  in  a  suffi- 
ciently safe  condition,  the  request  was  declined. 

September  13,  1918—  October  18,  1918.  A-2389 

S.  N.  Peterson  and  Ben  Clauson,  Saginaw,  Minn.,  vs.  Duluth, 
Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Petition  asking  for  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  or  custodian  at  Twig,  and  complaint  of  loss 
of  goods  in  transit.  Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  railway 
company  to  handle  way  freight  at  points  between  Duluth  and  Vir- 
ginia on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays.  The  request  for  an  agent  was 
denied  on  account  of  the  business  not  warranting  it. 

October  28,  1918—  November  6,  1918.  A-2407 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company.  Application  for  permission 
to  change  train  service  to  accommodate  about  800  employes  of  the 
ship  plant  at  Duluth,  who  live  in  Duluth  and  West  Duluth.  The 
commission  authorized  the  change  to  be  made  on  November  8,  1918. 
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December  10,  1917— January  15,  1918.  A-2273 

Rev.  E.  E.  Test,  Big  Fork,  Minn.,  vs.  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River 
Railway  Company.  Complaint  of  train  service,  heating  and  light- 
ing of  coaches.  Matter  adjusted  by  railway  company  promising  to 
put  on  an  extra  train.  Coaches  are  equipped  with  emergency 
lamps  in  addition  to  the  gas  lamps  already  in  and  an  extra  stove 
was  installed  in  each  coach. 

SIDE,   INDUSTRY   AND   SPUR   TRACKS 

November  12,  1917— December  31,  1917.  A-2251 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  for  permis- 
.sion  to  take  up  spur  track,  installed  for  Miner  &  Slocuin,  at  Ray 
on  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway.  Hearing  held  at  In- 
ternational Falls.  Application  was  denied.  Reported  page  249. 

November  27,  1917— January  28,  1918.  A-2263 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  to  take  up 
spur  track  at  M.  P.  136.6  on  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Rail- 
way used  exclusively  by  J.  W.  Burgeson.  As  there  were  only  em- 
ployes of  the  said  railway  company  living  at  the  stations  of  Kind- 
mount  and  Arbutus  the  Commission  granted  permission  to  take  up 
and  abandon  above  named  spur.  Reported  page  251. 

January  4,  1918— January  30,  1918.  A-2282 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  to  remove  spur 
track  at  Sauk  Rapids,  which  serves  the  J.  Neils  Lumber  Company. 
It  was  found  that  there  had  been  no  business  to  or  from  said  spur 

•c  1911  and  no  other  industries  located  thereon.  Therefore  the 
application  for  the  removal  of  the  spur  was  granted.  Reported 
page  252. 

.la unary  4,  1918— January  30,  1918.  A-2285 

Great  Northern  Kail  way  Company? — Application  to  remove 
-pur  trad  1.1  TJ  feet  long  at  Clearwatcr,  constructed  to  serve  the 
pulp  mill  «»f  Mncklr  I'.ros.  Mannfact nring  Company.  It  was  found 
that  there  was  no  demand  for  the  nse  of  said  spur  and  permission 
was  therefore  given  for  its  rcmn\al.  Reported  page  255. 

January  4,  1918— January  30,  19.1 «  A-2284 

Great  Northern  Hallway  Company — Application  for  permission 
to  remove  spur  track  21-J  miles  south  of  Ximmerman,  Minnesota. 
No  l.usiiieN.x  lui.s  been  received  or  forwarded  to  or  from  this  spin- 


200  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  past  three  years  and  permission  was  therefore  granted  for 
its  removal.    Reported  page  254. 

January  4,  1918— February  1,  1918.  A-2283 

Great   Northern  Railway   Company — Application   to   remove   a 

spur  track  at  Crookston,  said  spur  constituting  a  part  of  Crookston 

Lumber  Company  spur.    Application  granted.   Reported  page  253. 

August  1,  1917 — February  9,  1918.  A-2206 

G.  E.  Gee  Grain  Company  vs.  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany— Application  for  additional  trackage  facilities.  The  plans 
proposed  by  the  grain  company  and  railway  company  were  found 
to  be  non-feasible  and  new  plans  were  made.  Matter  was  adjusted 
by  the  respondent  being  required  to  lay  tracks  and  pay  all  expenses 
of  construction  and  by  the  complainant  paying  all  expenses  for 
acquiring  right-of-way..  Reported  page  247.  Petition  was  there- 
after received  from  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Company  for  right  to  inter- 
vene, which  petition  was  denied.  Reported  page  245. 

December  12,  1917— February  25,  1918.  A-1166 

W.  H.  Poore,  for  shippers  at  Dower  Lake,  vs.  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  Company — Petition  for  reopening  the  Dower  Lake  stock- 
yards and  establishing  a  loading  track  at  Dower  Lake  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Staples.  Plans  were  submitted  for  the  proposed  location  of 
the  siding.  The  railway  company  was  required  to  construct  and 
maintain  a  spur  track  north  of  the  stock  yards,  having  a  capacity 
of  not  less  than  three  cars  spotted  for  loading  and  unloading  to 
and  from  trains.  Reported  page  243. 

February  11,  1918— March  4,  1918.  A-2300 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  for  permission 
to  take  up  and  remove  the  gravel  pit  spur  at  Erharts.  Permission 
was  granted  the  railway  company  to  remove  same.  Reported  page 
256. 

February  16,  1918— March  4,  1918  A-2306 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  for  permission 
to  take  up  portion  of  track  at  Brickton.  This  portion  of  track  had 
not  been  used  for  the  previous  three  years  and  permission  was 
granted  to  take  up  617  feet  off  the  north  end  of  spur  track  known 
as  No.  4,  located  at  Brickton.  Reported  page  259. 
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February  16,  1918— March  14,  1918.  A-2305 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  for  permission 
to  remove  four  spur  tracks  at  Dale  Mine  Spur,  Mesabi  Division, 
operated  by  Hanna  Ore  Mining  Company.  Permission  was  granted 
to  take  up  and  remove  the  four  spur  tracks  as  requested.  Reported 
page  258. 

February  28,  1918— April  11,  1918.  A-2310 

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  Company — Application  for 
permission  to  abandon  spur  line  known  as  the  Pomeroy  Branch. 
Permission  granted  to  discontinue  service  and  abandon  said  branch 
from  northern  terminus  to  Gibson's  Siding  after  July  1,  1918,  and 
to  abandon  remainder  of  branch  after  July  1,  1919.  Reported  page 
260. 

March  26,  1918— April  26,  1918.  A-2320 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company- 
Petition  for  permission  to  remove  two  spurs,  known  as  Peterson 
and  Ilinkley  Spurs,  built  to  serve  brick  and  tile  plant  west  of 
Luverne  station.  Permission  granted  to  remove  above  named  spurs 
on  or  after  May  20,  1918.  Reported  page  261. 

April  18,  1918— May  1,  1918.  A-2330 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company- 
Petition  for  permission  to  remove  remaining  portion  of  spur  lead- 
ing from  main  track  at  Winnebago,  belonging  to  E.  J.  Comley. 
Application  granted.  Reported  page  263. 

June  10,  1918— July  2,  1918.  A-2354 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company- 
Application  for  permission  to  take  up  a  spur  track  at  Wahkon, 
leading  from  its  main  line  to  a  dock  in  Mille  Lacs  Lake.  On  ac- 
count of  there  being  no  further  use  for  this  spur  an  order  was 

made    granting  permission    to    remove   the   spur   track.     Reported 
page  266. 

.July  <>,  1918— July  20,  1918.  A-2368 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company— 
Appliration  for  permission  to  n-inove  650  feet  of  spur  track  at 
Ka.sota,  which  serves  the  llu«runin  (Quarry.  A  hearing  was  held 
but  owinir  to  some  misunderstanding  on  the  company's  part,  the 

application    was    withdrawn,    with    privilege  to   make   it    later    if  SO 
desired.    Reported  page  267. 
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March  27,   1915— August  15,   1918.  A-1655 

United  States  Bedding  Company,  St.  Paul,  vs.  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company — Application  for  extension  of  spur  track  to 
serve  industry.  This  case  was  reported  in  report  of  1917,  when 
stipulation  was  filed  for  stay  of  proceedings  until  April,  1918. 
Case  was  closed  by  order  of  the  district  court  to  dismiss  con- 
demnation proceedings.  Reported  page  244. 

February  25,  1918— August  16,  1918.  A-2304 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  for  permission 
to  remove  277  feet  from  the  end  of  spur  track  known  as  "Scanlon- 
Gibson  Mill  Spur,"  Cass  Lake.  Railway  company  granted  per- 
mission to  remove  spur  as  requested.  Reported  page  257. 

August  14,  1918— August  20,  1918.  A-2376 

Rockville  Farmers  Elevator  &  Milling  Company,  Rockville, 
Minnesota,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application 
for  a  side  track  to  Farmers  Elevator  Company  at  Rockville.  Ap- 
plication denied  on  account  of  there  being  plenty  of  room  on  the 
industry  track  at  Rockville  to  accommodate  this  applicant. 

June  22,  1918— August  28,  1918.  A-2357 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company.  Application  for  per- 
.mission  to  take  spur  at  Mileage  58.6  installed  for  A.  N.  Peterson 
on  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway.  Permission  granted  to 
remove  said  spur.  Reported  page  251. 

August  28,  1918 — September  28,  1918.  A-2383 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Application  for  permission 
to  remove  spur  track  near  Hasty.  This  spur  was  originally  put 
in  to  serve  a  brick  yard,  said  brick  yard  having  been  abandoned 
about  two  years  ago,  and  as  there  is  practically  no  use  for  said 
spur,  the  application  was  granted.  Reported  page  268. 

April  11,  1918— April  22,  1918.  A-2327 

St.  Anthony  Park  Shippers'  Association,  Minnesota  Transfer, 
vs.  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  Company — In  the  matter  of 
responsibility  for  maintenance  of  portion  of  trackage  connection 
with  Minnesota  Transfer,  serving  a  large  number  of  industries 
running  up  in  St.  Anthony  Park.  On  account  of  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  Railroad  and  Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  com- 
panies being  unwilling  to  assume  expense  of  maintenance,  the 
Commission  does  not  feel  warranted  in  rendering  an  opinion  with- 
out a  formal  hearing  and  shipper's  association  so  advised. 
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May  16,  1918— June  24,  1918.  A-2343 

Fanners  Elevator  Company,  Sleepy  Eye,  vs.  Chicago  &  North- 
tern  Railway  Company — Petition  for  spur  track  to  coal  ele- 
vator situated  at  Sleepy  Eye.  The  elevator  company  felt  the  rail- 
way company's  estimate  for  the  cost  of  construction  was  too  high 
and  petitioned  the  Commission  to  assist  in  having  it  reduced.  On 
account  of  the  railroads  being  under  government  control  the  Com- 
mission could  not  grant  the  relief  desired  in  this  matter.  Re- 
ported page  264. 

March  12,  1918— August  3,  1918.  A-2314 

Ray  Farmers'  Club,  Ray,  vs.  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany and  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company — Peti- 
tion for  loading  platform  and  provision  for  a  road  along  track 
to  platform.  Matter  adjusted  by  the  construction  of  a  team  track 
to  the  present  loading  track. 

May  29,  1918— September  9,  1918.  A-2348 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company- 
Application  for  permission  to  take  up  spur  track  serving  Paynes- 
ville  brick  plant  at  Paynesville,  Minnesota.  An  order  was  made 
granting  the  railway  company  permission  to  remove  the  spur  with 
the  understanding  that  they  replace  said  spur  upon  return  of  Mi. 
S.  L.  Pratt  from  military  service  if  he  desires  to  resume  operation. 
Reported  page  264. 

June  10,  1918— November  11,   1918.  A-2353 

Federal  Consolidated  Mining  Company,  by  John  Lind,  At- 
torney, vs.  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company — Application 
for  the  construction  of  a  spur  track  to  the  Ajax  Mine  in  St.  Louis 
county.  Tin-  application  was  denied  by  the  federal  administra- 
tion. Reported  page  269. 

APPLICATIONS  TO   ABANDON  CKKTAIX    LINES  AND  TRACKAGE. 

November  21,  1917— December  28,  1917.  A-2261 

Duluth    &    Inm    Ran<:<'    Railroad    Company      Application    to   dis- 

M'nias  as  a  freight   ami    passenger   taritV   point,   and    in 

lieu   there. ,t'  to  .'stal.li.sli    Wales,      Permission    was   Lfiven   to  abandon 

tin-   sta*  M    it    is   not    an    established    agency    and   no 

Imsinrss   there.      I  !    page   272. 
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December  4,  1917— January  19,  1918.  A-2266 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company — Application  for  permis- 
sion to  abandon  the  so-called  Miller  Branch  between  Groningen 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  between  St.  Paul 
and  Duluth,  and  the  station  of  Quarry.  The  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  Company  was  authorized  to  take  up  and  abandon  the 
above  named  branch  and  close  the  station  of  Quarry.  Reported 
page  273. 

May  7,  1918— June  22,  1918.  A-2341 

Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Company — Application 
for  permission  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic  certain  spurs  and 
branches.  Permission  was  granted  to  close  and  abandon  fourteen 
spurs.  Reported  page  274. 

April  12,  1918— October  26,  1918.  A-2328 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company — Petition 
for  leave  to  discontinue  the  operation  of  trains,  to  remove  its  rails 
and  track  material  from  its  line  between  Northfield  and  Cannon 
Falls,  Minnesota,  and  to  cancel  tariffs  providing  rates  to  and  from 
Waterford,  Wallace  and  Randolph,  stations  located  on  said  line 
between  the  above  named  points.  Order  was  made  permitting  the 
company  to  abandon  that  portion  of  its  line  as  requested,  upon 
certain  conditions.  Reported  page  277. 

TRACK  CONNECTIONS. 

November  18,  1917— August  15,  1918.  A-2260 

B.  H.  Ward  &  Company,  Fairmont,  vs.  Chicago  &  Northwest- 
ern; Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha,  and  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  Companies — In  the  matter  of  track 
facilities  between  the  lines  of  the  above  railways  in  Fairmont, 
Minnesota.  Order  made  April  8,  1918,  requiring  said  companies 
to  construct  the  track.  Regional  Director  Aishton  then  ordered 
construction,  and  connection  is  now  satisfactory.  Reported  page 
2&L. 

March  4,   1918— October  28,   1918.  A-2319 

Cannon  Valley  Mining  Company  vs.  Chicago  Great  Western 
Railroad  Company  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company — Application  for  track  connection  at  Cannon  Falls. 
After  investigation  and  estimates  were  made  by  this  Commission, 
the  regional  director  instructed  the  railway  companies  to  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  the  track.  Reported  page  283. 
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CROSSINGS. 

December  13,   1017— February  13,   1918.  A-2276 

Village  Council  of  Wadena  vs.  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany— Complaint  of  dangerous  crossings  over  right-of-way  of 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  at  Wadena,  Minnesota.  Complainants 
asked  that  a  flagman  or  other  safety  device  be  placed  at  railway 
crossings  in  the  village  limits.  Hearing  was  held  and  the  rail- 
way company  required  to  furnish  protection  at  -the  Third  Street 
Crossing  by  placing  a  flagman  at  said  crossing  between  7  a.  m. 
and  10  p.  m.  Reported  page  285. 

November  12,  1917— March  12,   1918.  A-2259 

Foote  Bros.  &  Company,  Boy  River,  vs.  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
&  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company — Complaint  of  action  of 
Soo  Line  in  taking  up  a  crossing  which  has  served  their  plant  for 
a  considerable  time  and  stating  that  the  present  crossing  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  Matter  adjusted  by  railway  company  installing 
a  crossing  which  is  to  remain  as  long  as  there  is  any  necessity  for 
it. 

PLATFORMS. 

December  4,  1917— January  8,  1918.  A-2267 

Daniels  &  Horsrud,  Harmony,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company — Application  for  an  unloading  platform 
at  Harmony  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  heavy  machinery.  Mat- 
ter adjusted  by  railway  company's  agreement  to  construct  the  plat- 
form. 

STOCKYARD  FACILITIES. 

August  11,  1917— December  13,  1917.  A-2215 

A.  J.  Bandura,  Cashier,  State  Bank,  Flensburg,  vs.  Northern 

Pacific   Railway  Company — Complaint  of  la-ck  of  accommodations 

for  loading  slock  and  relating  to  certain   parties  wanting  sites  to 

build    industries    <>n    ri^ht-of-way.      Stnekyards    were    mo\ed    ;>,<}() 

'   west  of  present   locataion,  doubling  their  capacity   :md   other 

improvements  made   which   were  satisfactory  to  complainant. 

Deceml.cr  11,  1IM7     March   1,  1918.  A-2271 

Viking  Co-Operative  Shipping  Association   vs.   Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul   &   Sault    Sic.   Marie   Kailway  Company      Complaint  of  lack 
water  and   -  itockyardi  at    Viking.      Matter  adjusted 

by    the   installing   of   water    facilities. 
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December  8,  1917— March  1,  1918.  A-2269 

Farmer's  Shipping  Association,  Simpson,  Minit,  vs.  Chicago 
Great  Western  Railway  Company — Complaint  regarding  stockyard 
facilities.  Matter  adjusted  by  repairing  the  pump  and  stockyard 
scales. 

September  20,  1917— May  14,  1918.  A-2233 

Citizens  of  Kasson  vs.  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Com- 
pany— Relating  to  conditions  of  stockyards  at  Kasson  and  asking 
for  their  removal  to  another  location.  On  account  of  present  war 
conditions,  it  was  found  impossible  to  remove  the  yards  to  another 
location.  They  are  to  be  renovated,  however,  four  times  a  year 
and  kept  in  as  sanitary  condition  as  possible. 

June  19,  1918— July  5,  1918.  A-2356 

Citizens  of  Truman,  Minnesota,  vs.  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis &  Omaha  Railway  Company — Complaint  regarding  condi- 
tion of  stockyards  and*  water  supply  at  Truman.  The  railway 
company  did  not  feel  justified  in  installing  city  water  connections 
on  account  of  a  well  and  hand  pump  being  available,  which  sup- 
plies sufficient  water  for  the  stock  shipped  from  that  point. 

September   7,    1918— September   23,    1918.  A-2387 

Sjoberg  Bros.,  Roseau,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company — 
Petition  asking  for  cattle  yard  and  chute  at  Salol.  Account  of 
cattle  shipments  not  warranting  expenditure,  petition  was  denied. 

July  3,  1918— July  30,  1918.  A-2364 

Residents  and  Farmers  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Perth, 
Blue  Earth  County,  vs.  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha 
Railway  Company — Petition  for  more  sidetrack  room  and  stock- 
yard facilities.  On  account  of  the  revenue  not  warranting  addi- 
tional facilities,  the  application  was  denied. 

April  9,  1918— April  18,  1918.  A-2326 

H.  M.  Hamlin,  County  Agricultural  Agent,  Kasota,  vs.  Chicago, 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company — Petition  for 
stockyard  facilities  at  Kasota.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found 
there  was  no  stock  buyer  at  Kasota  and  as  there  was  a  stock 
chute  located  there,  the  Commission  did  not  feel  warranted  to 
compel  the  railway  company  to  install  stockyards. 
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May  10,  1918—  May  28,  1918.  A-2340 

K>sidents  in  the  vicinity  of  Mantorville  vs.  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  —  Petition  for  shipping  accommoda- 
tions, including  scales,  yards,  etc.,  for  livestock.  On  account  of 
the  business  not  justifying  stockyard  facilities,  the  railway  com- 
pany have  not  maintained  a  stockyard,  the  little  stock  that  moves 
being  shipped  over  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway. 

April  9,  1918—  June  26,  1918.  A-2325 

Residents  of  Wawina,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 
Pi-tit  ion  asking  for  use  of  side  track  at  Wawina  and  also  for  the 
erection  of  a  stock  chute.  The  matter  was  adjusted  by  the  railway 
Company  agreeing  to  furnish  a  portable  chute  and  a  sufficient  ex- 
penditure to  extend  the  loading  track  400  feet. 

November  6,  1917—  September  14,  1918.  A-2256 

Alex  Kanter,  Minneapolis.  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany. Application  for  improved  stockyard  facilities  at  East  Grand 
Forks.  Adjusted  satisfactorily  by  railway  company  re-locating  and 
enlarging  the  stockyards. 

January  28,  1918—  October  18,  1918.  A-2293 

Balaton  Shipping  Association,  Balaton,  vs.  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railway  Company.  Complaint  regarding  condition  of  un- 
loading platform  at  the  stockyards.  Matter  adjusted  by  the  instal- 
lation of  a  swinging  unloading  chute. 

COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  COMMISSION  MERCHANTS. 
December  2!>.  1!M7     January  19,  1918.  A-2280 

Lake  Sarah  Specialty  (  Oni|pany  vs.  I'nion  Hay  Company,  Min- 
n<-H]X>li8.     Complaint    of  alleged    failure  to   make   proper   return- 
carload  of  alfalfa,      Hearing  held  and  the  Union  Hay  Company   was 
required   by  the  Commission  to  pay   the  claimant   the  sum  of  -C1..VJ 

'•ttlemciit.      KYported  page  287. 


September?,  1918—  Sept*  mini  i»7.  1918,  A-2386 

I*.  .1.  KeLTJin.  <  'Ionian'.  vs.  Hnlmard  \-  ('miipanx.  (  'omj)laint  for 
alleged  failure  to  make  returns  on  ha\  contained  in  ear  1M717.  The 
ecmimissiMi.  did  not  f.-.-l  warranted  in  taking  action  against  Huli- 
bard  vV  ronip;iny  and  the  eat€  w;^  dismissed.  Reported  page  2> 
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August  19,  1918— Sept enuber  i>7,  1918.  A-2382 

Thomas  McLaughlin,  Donnelly,  Minnesota,  vs.  Hul)bard  &  Com- 
pany. Com])laint  covering  improper  returns  oil  a  carload  of  straw. 
At  the  hearing  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Hubbard  had  no  record  to 
show  there  was  any  purchase  of  the  straw  and  the  complainant  had 
no  writing  to  show  the  transaction  was  a  sale  and  the  complaint  was 
therefore  dismissed.  Reported  page  290. 

May  3,  1918— October  1,  1918.  A-2337 

Wm.  E.  Arndt,  St.  Paul,  vs.  Union  Hay  Company.  Complaint  of 
insufficient  return  on  a  car  of  hay.  After  investigation  and  hearing 
in  the  matter,  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  balance  due  complainant 
of  $53.30  in  settlement  of  his  claim.  Reported  page  291. 

RATE  CASES. 

November  12,  1917— December  7,  1917.  A-2258 

Western  Trunk  Line  Commlittee  vs.  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission — In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Western  Trunk 
Line  Committee  for  authority  to  cancel  the  present  exception  cov- 
ering the  rating  on  plate  glass,  Rule  2590,  W.  T.  L.  Circular  1-M. 
The  Great  Northern,  NorthenuPaeific  and  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  & 
Sault  Ste  Marie  Railway  companies  were  allowed  to  cancel  the  items 
in  their  respective  tariffs.  Reported  page  314. 

August  10,  1917— January  16,  1918.  A-2212 

St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  South  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota — Petition  for  authority  to  issue  a  tariff  to  supersede  its 
tariff  No.  11,  M.  R.  C.  No.  11,  covering  the  advancing  in  switching 
charges  75  cents  per  car  and  loading  charge  of  25  cents  per  deck  for 
loading  or  unloading  cattle  or  sheep  moving  from  stations  in  Min- 
nesota, North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Montana,  Idaho,  Wash- 
ington, Oregon  and  Dominion  of  Canada,  to  points  beyond  South  St. 
Paul.  Application  denied.  Reported  page  308.  Case  reopened  June 
26,  1918,  hearing  ordered,  and  then  dismissed  account  of  Federal 
Government  taking  over  control  of  the  Railway  company.  Re- 
ported page  311. 

January  15,  1918— March  25,  1918.  A-2081 

Virginia  &  Rainy  Lake  Company  vs.  Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern, 
Great  Northern  and  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Companies 
— Application  for  reparation  for  over-charges  on  shipment  of  car 
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stakes.  Hearing  was  held  and  it  was  agreed  between  the  Commis- 
sion and  the  attorneys  for  the  Railroad  companies,  that  the  Rail- 
road companies  would  make  reparation  to  the  complainant  for  the 
amount  demanded.  The  case  was  closed  by  the  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  Railway  Company  making  reparation  as  agreed.  Re- 
ported page  298. 

November  5,  1917— July  8,  1918.  A-2253 

Geo.  A.  Hormiel  &  Company  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company  and  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company — 

i plaint  of  alleged  excessive  freight  rates  on  fresh  meats  and 
Backing  house  products  shipped  from  Austin,  Minn.  After  inves- 
tigations and  hearing  in  the  matter  the  Commission  was  unable  to 
find  that  the  rates  complained  of  were  unreasonable,  unjust  or  un- 
lawful, and  the  complaint  was  dismissed.  Reported  page  312. 

.July  6,  1918-^July  18,  1918.  A-2365 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Company — Application  for  per- 
mission to  increase  its  various  rates  on  account  of  increased  rates 
granted  ste>am  railroads  in  the  same  territory  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. An  order  was  issued  by  the  Commdssion  approving  the 
tariffs  filed  under  Order  No.  28,  with  the  exception  that  a  minimum 
carload  rate  on  ice  of  $12  was  prescribed.  Reported  page  32 1 . 

July  9,  1918— July  24,  1918.  A-2366 

Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway  Company — Appli- 
cation for  permission  to  increase  rates.  Application  granted.  Re- 
ported page  322. 

July  19,  1918— August  15,  1918.  A-2370 

Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Company — Application 
for  pi  emission  to  increase  rates  on  state  traffic  in  accordance  with 
Order  No.  28  of  the  Director  General  of  Railroads.  Order  issued 
granting  the  increase.  Reported  page  324. 

.Inly  2,  191&— August  27,  1918.  A-2361 

Duluth  &  Northern  M  inn.  s«.i.i  Kail  way  Company — Application 
for  authority  to  increase  rates  <m  state  iraHic  to  same  basis  as 

autnori/.ed  l.y  I'Ydcral  Order  No.  28.  Application  granted,  giving 
authority  1,»  continue  use  of  tariffs  filed  in  conformity  with  the  ,,rdcp 
of  tho  Federal  (Jovernment.  Koported  pa^e  ill1' 
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August  12,  1918— August  30, 1918.  A-2375 

Hill  City  Railway  Company — Application  for  increased  rates 
within  the  state  of  Minnesota.  Railway  Company  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  effect  the  tariff  made  effective  under  the  order  of  the  Di- 
rector General  with  modifications  as  to  the  mjinimum  charge  per 
car  covering  articles  excepted  from  $15  minimum  charge,  among 
them  being  various  forest  products.  Reported  page  331. 

August  7,  1918— September  7,  1918.  A-2373 

Minneapolis  and  Rainy  River  Railway  Company — Application  for 
authority  to  maintain  the  in-creased  rates  ordered  in  by  Director 
General's  order  No.  28.  Authority  granted  for  continuing  the  rates 
with  the  exception  that  the  $15  minimum  per  car  shall  not  apply  to 
certain  articles  specified  in  the  order.  Reported  page  330. 

September  21,  1918— October  3,  1918.  A-2393 

.Minneapolis,  North-field  &  Southern  Railway  Company — Applica- 
tion for  authority  to  make  various  changes  in  the  rates  at  present 
in  effect  on  its  line.  Authority  granted  to  the  railway  comlp-any  to 
file  a  tariff  naming  rates  increased  by  the  same  amounts  as  named  in 
order  No.  28,  with  the  exception  of  the  $15  per  car  minimum  charge 
on  specified  commodities.  Reported  page  332. 

July  2,  1917 — October  5,  1918.  A-2195 

Randall,  Gee  &  Mitchell,  Minneapolis  vs.  Great  Northern,  North- 
ern Pacific  and  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste  Marie  Railway 
Companies — In  the  matter  of  re-consignment  of  shipments  of  grain 
between  points  wirthin  the  state  of  Minnesota.  Complaint  was  filed 
with  a  view  of  determining  the  application  of  joint  rates  prevailing 
in  this  state  on  shipments  reconsigned  at  Willmiar.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  matter  be  allowed  to  rest  until  railroad  matters  clari- 
fied somewhat.  Reported  page  307. 

May  22,  1918— July  22,  1918.  A-2332 

Pepin  Pickling  Company,  Winona  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company  and  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Petition  for  the  establishment  of  commodity  rates  on  pickles 
and  kraut,  Winona,  Minn.,  to  Minnesota  Transfer.  Matter  was  ad- 
justed by  the  removal  of  discrimination  complained  of  by  advancing 
the  Pepin  rate  to  the  proper  basis.  Reported  page  315. 
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June  4,  1918— July  27,  1918.  A-2352 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Kailway  and  Canadian  Northern 
Hallway  Companies  vs.  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission — Ap- 
plication for  permission  to  increase  their  interstate  freight  rates. 
Order  made  granting  said  railway  companies  permission  to  increase 
rates  25  per  cent.  Reported  page  317. 

• 

August  28,  1918.  A-2155 

Railroad  &  Warehouse  Commission  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company — Suit  to  compel  carriers  to  publish  rates  on 
the  basis  of  continuous  mileage  between  southern  and  western  Min- 
nesota points  and  head  of  the  lakes  via  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
way through  the  Twin  Cities.  Reported  page  299. 

August  1,  1918— October  22,  1918.  A-2372 

Chas.  S.  Carter,  Bemidji;  Chas.  Hayden,  Blackduck,  and  Wil- 
liam Lennon,  Kelliher,  vs.  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Sault  Ste  Marie, 
Great  Northern,  Northern  Pacific  and  .Minnesota  &  Intel-national 
Railway  Companies — Petition  for  the  reduction  of  fuel  wood  rates. 
The  matter  was  adjusted  by  the  issuance  of  tariffs  naming  contin- 
ous  mileage  rates  for  wood  over  all  federal  controlled  lines  in  Min- 
nesota. Reported  page  325. 

February  1,  1918— November  18,  1918.  A-2408 

liailroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  vs.  Northern  Pacific,  Great 

Northern  and  St.  Paul.  Minneapolis  &  Sault  Ste  Marie  Railway  Com- 
panies^ In  the  m/atter  of  reduction  of  rates  on  lignite  from  North 
Dakota  mines  for  use  in  the  state  of  Minnesota.  The  matter  was 
adjusted  by  the  establishment  of  a  scale  of  rates  from  the  produc- 
ing mines  to  stations  in  North  and  South  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  ef- 
fective November  20,  1918.  Reported  page  333. 

July  127,  1918.  F-721 

State    l-'air  -ion    of   Minnesota — Complaint    of  excessive 

livestock    I'm-  exhibition   purposes.      Matter  adjusted   by   is 
siiance  nf  orders   to   inspectors   of   Western    Railway    Wei^lmii:  and 

Inspection    hlire.-Mls    to    accept    shipments    of    ll\estock    shippe.i 

liihitioii    purposes  on    the  same    basis   as    had    hereto  <  n   used. 

I.'-  po]  ted  page  296. 
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July  31,  1918.  F-722 

Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  vs.  Federal  Railroad  Ad- 
ministration — Request  for  reduced  fares  for  all  state  fairs  held  in 
Nebraska,  Iowa,  Illinois,  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin,  Missouri  and 
Minnesota.  Matter  adjusted  by  making  a  rate  of  a  fare  and  a  half 
for  the  round  trip  for  all  state  fairs.  Reported  page  297. 

March  2,  1916— August  29,  1917.  "    A-1915 

All  Carriers  in  State — Application  of  railroad  companies  to  in- 
crease rates  on  soft  coal,  carloads,  10  cents  per  ton  from/  Head  of 
the  Lakes  to  points  in  state  south  of  Twin  Cities.    Application  was 
'dismissed.    Reported  page  297. 

March  31,  1917— December  8,  1917.  A-2160-2181 

All  Railroads  vs.  All  State  Commissions — Proposed  horizontal 
advance  in  rates  on  all  lines  in  the  United  States. 

All  Railroads  in  Minnesota — Application  for  a  horizontal  ad- 
vance of  15  per  cent  in  all  existing  freight  rates  in  Minnesota.  An 
order  was  issued  allowing  an  advance  of  15  per  cent  on  coal  and 
coke  from  Head  of  Lakes  to  all  points  in  Minnesota,  Application 
for  advance  in  other  rates  dismissed.  Reported  page  299. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

July  1,  1918— July  13,  1918.  A-2360 

Hartford  Livestock  Shipping  Association,  Browerville,  by  J.  V. 
Sabota,  Manager,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Applica- 
tion for  site  on  right  of  way  for  installation  of  stock  scale.  On  ac- 
count of  there  already  being  a  scale  at  Browerville  the  application 
was  denied. 

August  1,  1918— October  26,  1918.  A-2378 

Citizens  of  Bock  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company — Request 
for  sidetrack  facilities  for  proposed  warehouse  at  Bock  The  rail- 
way company  granted  request  and  the  petitioners  advised  they 
were  very  well  satisfied. 

July  17, 1916— May  24,  1918.  A-2007 

Business  men  of  Rushmore  by  J.  B.  Ludlow,  vs.  Chicago,  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company — Petition  for  cement  walks 
on  right  of  way  and  approach  to  tracks  in  Rushmore  village.  The 
company  felt  they  were  paying  the  full  proportion  of  taxes  and 
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should  not  be  required  to  construct  sidewalks  as  it  would  be  a  dou- 
ble tax.  Complainants  were  advised  as  above  and  that  nothing 
further  could  be  done  until  the  case  of  State  ex  rel  Village  of  Clara 
City  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  et  al  had  been  sustained 
by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  Case  decided  April  15,  1918, 
and  complainants  were  advised  accordingly. 

April  19,  1917— February  23,  1918.  A-2166 

Xagel  &  Leary,  New  Ulm  vs.  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad 
Company — Application  for  a  site  on  right  of  way  for  the  erection 
of  coal  sheds.  Matter  was  satisfactorily  adjusted  and  the  case  dis- 
missed. Reported  page  335. 

March  14,  1918— July  6,  1918.  A-2315 

Mens'  Club  of  the  City  of  Wabasha  vs.  Wells,  Fargo  &  Company 
— Complaint  of  inadequate  express  service  and  request  for  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  a  down  town  office.  The  conditions 
\\cre  so  much  improved  that  the  complainants  concluded  not  to 
press  their  application  for  a  down  town  office  at  present. 

September  20,  1918— September  27,  1918.  A-2391 

Village  Recorder,  Inver  Grove  vs.  St.  Paul  Southern  Railway 
Company — Complaint  of  failure  of  railway  company  to  cut  weeds 
along  right  of  way  through  the  village  and  the  application  for  plat- 
forms to  be  erected  at  stopping  places.  The  railway  company  has 
agreed  to  level  the  ground  at  each  stopping  place  but  is  not  per- 
mitted to  ecect  platforms  in  the  street. 


VIOLATIONS  OF  THE  CLEARANCE  LAW 

Section  8  of  Chapter  307,  General  Laws  of  1913,  provides  that  it 

.shall  bo  tin-  duty  of  tin-  Kail  road  Inspectors  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor, 
Industries  ami  Commerce,  to  report  to  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission  and  to  the  Attorney  (Jem-nil,  any  violations  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  which  they  may  obtain  knowledge. 

During  th.-  n    160  violations  of  the  Clearance  Law  have 

been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission  l>y  the  Oommis- 
riOl  -uch  aelion  as  would  remedy  the  conditions  com- 

plained  of,    These  eomplaii  principally  on  account    of   In- 

dustrie* plaeinir  temporary   obstructions  Mich  as  old   himher,  earth. 
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scrap  iron,  coal,  grain  doors,  old  rails,  etc.,  within  the  legal  distance 
from  the  railroad  tracks,  without  thinking  of  the  hazard  thus  created 
to  the  railway  trainmen  when  furnishing  railroad  switching  service, 
and  occasionally  these  obstructions  are  directly  attributed  to  the 

railroad  employes  themselves. 

A  few  cases  of  violations  by  the  railroad  companies  have  been  re- 
ported, caused  by  the  failure  of  their  employes  to  understand  the 
law  in  the  building  of  stock  chutes,  platforms,  etc.,  within  the  legal 
requirements.  The  railroad  cases,  however,  are  comparatively  few 
as  compared  with  the  complaints  received  against  the  owners  of  the 
various  industries. 

On  receipt  of  these  reports  the  railway  company  on  whose  lines 
the  industry  complained  of  is  situated,  is  at  once  advised  by  the 
Commission  that  a  violation  of  the  law  exists,  with  the  request  that 
the  obstruction  be  removed  and  the  legal  clearance  immediately  re- 
stored, and  in  all  the  above  cases  the  request  of  the  Commission  has 
been  complied  with  by  the  railway  company,  on  receipt  of  such  ad- 
vice the  Commissioner  of  Labor  being  duly  notified. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  complaints  on  the  lines  of 
the  various  railway  companies  : 

Great  Northern   ......................................  39 

Northern  Pacific  .....................................  18 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  ..............................  21 

Minnesota  Transfer  ..................................  5 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  .......................  >  25 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  ..............  7 

Chicago  Great  Western  ...............................  11 

Chicago  &  North-Western  ............................  14 

Soo  Line  .............................................  20 

Total  ............................................   160 

• 

All  of  the  above  cases  were  of  an  informal  nature  and  were 
treated  by  correspondence. 


The  formal  cases  are  as  follows  : 

A  -2247.  In  the  matter  of  the  Application  of  Chicago,  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Railway  Company  for  relief  from  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  307,  General  Laws  1913  as  amended  —  This  is  an 
application  by  the  carrier  for  relief  from  the  Clearance  Law  so  far 
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as  it  relates  to  the  construction  of  a  platform  at  the  plant  of  the 
St.  Paul  Gas  Light  Company,  used  1>\  said  company  in  the  unload- 
ing of  material  for  use  at  its  plant,  said  platform  being  served  by 
tin-  company  applying  for  relief  and  bring  located  on  a  vacant  street 
known  as  Ontario  stn-«'t  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  and  at  a  point 
where  little  if  any  room  is  available  for  expansion  of  the  utility. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Clearance  Law,  and  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Commission  on 
Tuesday,  October  30,  1917,  at  2 :30  p.  m. 

After  hearing  a  statement  by  A.  IT.  Linderoth,  superintendent 
of  the  Gas  Company,  as  to  the  inability  of  the  company  to  comply 
with  the  exact  provisions  of  the  law,  the  company  was  given  verbal 
permission  to  construct  the  platform  in  accordance  with  the  blue 
print  filed  with  the  application  for  relief,  with  some  small  modifica- 
tions, and  this  permission  was  confirmed  when  the  Commission  on 
December  1,  1917,  issued  its  order  as  follows: 


(Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha 
Railway  Co.  for  relief  from  the  Clearance  Law,  Chapter  307  General 
Laws  of  1913,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  concrete  platform  maintained 
by  St  Paul  Gas  Light  Company  at  or  near  the  junction  of  Ontario  S 
and  the  tracks  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul.  .Minneapolis  £  Omaha  Railway 
Company  in  the  City  of  St.  Paul. 

This  application  having  hem  duly  heard  by  the  Commission,  it  is 
found  that  the  St.  Paul  Gas  Light  Company  has  constructed  a  concrete  plat- 
form in  connection  with  its  Hill  Street  station  in  the  City  of  St.  Paul  and  at 
or  near  th«  junction  of  Ontario  Street  and  tin-  tracks  of  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul.  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Comp  my  in  said  City.  That  as  at  pres- 
ent constructed,  the  distance  from  a  point  midway  between  the  rails  and  tin- 
edge  of  said  i>l:r'"!!M  .r  an  >  1*  vation  of  <  1<\<  n  inches  above  the  top  of  the 
rails  is  5  feet  3%  inches.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  i!  • 
now  existing  is  not  suffici<  i 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  the  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
will  be  sufnvii'iu  if  the  <li  »m  the  point  midtfay  between  the  rails 

ami  tin-  edge  of  the  platfor  •  iuht  of  eleven  inches  a!".\.    th<    top  ot 

the  rail  be  made  6  feet  ::  im  h<  s  I>  away  the  edge  of  the  concrete 

platform  f<>r  that  purpose.    A  map  showing  the  location  and  dimensions  of 
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the  platform  and  rails  at  the  point  in  question,  as  permitted  by  this  order, 
is  attached  to  the  files  in  the  office  of  the  Commission. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  Railway  Company  be  and  it  is  hereby  permitted  to  operate  its 
tracks  at  the  point  mentioned,  provided  the  distance  from  the  point  midway 
between  the  rails  and  the  edge  of  the  platform  is  increased  to  6  feet  3  inches, 
and  St.  Paul  Gas  Light  Company  is  hereby  directed  to  so  change  its  con- 
crete platform  as  to  provide  such  clearance. 

By  the  Commission, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated,  St.  Paul,  December  1,  1917. 


A-2277.  Application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  exemption  from  the  provision  of  Chapter  307,  General  Laws  1913 

• — On  December  4,  1917,  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
filed  a  petition  asking  to  be  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Clearance  Law,  Chapter  307,  General  Laws  1913  as  amended,  so  far 
as  it  affected  the  construction  of  an  addition  to  its  boiler  house  at 
Rice's  Point,  Duluth,  Minn.,  with  special  reference  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  doorways  to  said  boiler  house. 

Permission  was  requested  by  the  company  to  construct  the  door- 
way with  a  clearance  slightly  less  than  is  required  by  statute,  the 
request  being  based  on  the  impracticability  of  building  a  boiler  room 
door  with  an  opening  sufficiently  large  to  furnish  the  required  clear- 
ance. 

After  listening  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  B.  Blum,  division  engi- 
neer, a  verbal  permission  was  given  the  representative  of  the  rail- 
way company  which  was  supplemented  on  December  10,  1917,  by  a 
formal  order  as  follows : 


(Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  construct  an  addition  to  its  boiler  house  at  Rice's 
Point,  Duluth,  with  less  clearance  in  doorway  than  is  prescribed  by 
Chapter  307  of  the  General  Laws  of  Minnesota  for  1913. 
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The  petition  in  the  above  matter  having  been  duly  heard  and  consider- 
ed by  the  Commission,  the  Commission  finds  that  it  is  impracticable  to  con- 
struct the  addition  to  the  boiler  house  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany at  its  roundhouse  plant  at  Rice's  Point,  Duluth,  with  the  clearances 
prescribed  by  Chapter  307  of  the  General  Laws  of  Minnesota  for  1913. 

The  commission  further  finds  that  a  reasonable  size  for  said  boiler 
house  door  is  an  opening  thirteen  (13)  feet  wide  and  seventeen  (17)  feet, 
eight  (8)  inches,  high. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  permitted  to  construct  its  addition  to  the  boiler 
house  at  its  roundhouse  plant  at  Rice's  Point,  Duluth,  with  an  opening  in 
the  door  thirteen  (13)  feet  wide  and  seventeen  (17)  feet,  eight  (8)  inches, 
high,  as  shown  on  the  blue  print  attached  hereto  and  marked  "Exhibit  'A' ". 

By  the  Commission, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  December  10,  A  .D.  1917. 


A-2279.  Application  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  construct  a  loading  platform  with  less  than 
statutory  clearance — This  is  an  application  by  the  Duluth  &  Iron 
£e  Railroad  Company  for  permission  to  operate  its  trains  on  a 
spur  track  serving  a  platform  erected  by  logging  operators,  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  loading  of  forest  products. 

The  platform  does  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Clearance  Law  so  far  as  side  clearances  are  concerned,  but  it  was 
shown  by  the  application  of  the  carrier  and  affidavits  by  the  firm  of 
Curry  &  Whyte,  who  operate  along  the  spur,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  load  Russell  log  cars  to  capacity  unless  the  platform 
could  be  utilized,  and  it  would  be  equally  impossible  to  secure  other 
t  VIM»S  of  equipim-nt  owinjr  to  shortage  of  cars. 

The  Commission  had  its  engim •< T  ami  assistant  secretary  visit  th<» 
location,  and  on  receipt  of  their  report  it  was  found  that  there 
would  be  little  if  any  increased  hazard  in  operating  the  spur  if  the 
platform  were  constructed  without  a  strict  compliance  with  the 

statute. 

A  heariiiLr  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Commercial  club  at  Du- 
luth, Minn.,  <.n  January  s,  at  which  some  testimony  was  offered  by 
the  employ.*  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company  and  by 
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D.  J.  Curry  and  G.  H.  Spurbeck,  representing  Curry  &  Whyte,  and 
the  ease  was  elosed  by  the  following-  order  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sion on  the  8th  day  of  January,  1918. 


(Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Application  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company  for  permission  to 
establish  certain  clearances  at  loading  ,and  unloading  points  for  pulp- 
wood  and  other  forest  products. 


ORDER. 

The  above  entitled  matter  having  duly  come  on  for  hearing  before  the 
commission  at  Duluth,  Minnesota,,  on  the  eighth  day  of  January,  1918,  at 
9:30  o'clock  A.  M.,  at  the  Duluth  Commercial  Club,  and  the  applicant  ap- 
pearing by  W.  A.  Clark,  Chief  Engineer,  and  G.  W.  Morgan,  Attorney,  the 
Curry  &  Wfhyte  Company  appearing  by  D.  W.  Curry  and  G.  H.  Spurbeck  ap- 
pearing for  himself,  the  commission  having  heard  and  considered  the  evi- 
dence now  make  the  following: 


FINDINGS  OF  FACT. 

1.  That  logging  operators  have  constructed  and  are  now  constructing 
alongside  loading  spurs  upon  temporary  logging  branches  of  the  applicant 
Railroad  Company,  loading  decks  or  platforms  for  the  purpose  of  loading 
therefrom  on  to  cars  of  the  Railroad  Company,  pulp  wood  and  other  forest 
products  hauled  on  to  such  platforms  and  unloaded  on  to  said  cars  from 
sleighs.     Said  platforms  are  constructed  with  a  clearance  of  from  one  foot 
to  two  feet  from  edge  of  cars  when  spotted  for  loading  as  sbown  on  the 
blue  print  hereto-tattached,  marked  Exhibit  "A",  and  made  a  part  hereof. 

2.  By  the  use  of  docks  or  platforms  constructed  with  the  clearance 
shown  on  Exhibit  "A",  the  applicant  Railroad  Company  and  the  shippers  of 
Forest  Products  can  utilize  cars  of  the  type  known  as  the  Russell  Logging 
Car  which  can,  by  the  use  of  such  platform,  toe  loaded  to  its  maximum  ca- 
pacity and  which,  without  the  use  of  said  platform,  could  not  be  loaded  to  its 
minimum  capacity  on  account  of  the  height  to  which  it  is  necessary  to 
load  said  cars.     That  the  use  of  such  equipment  to  its  maximum  capacity 
will  utilize  most  efficiently,  the  equipment  of  the  Railroad  Company. 

3.  That  it  is  not  necessary  for  trainmen  to  go  between  said  dock  and 
the  cars  in  spotting  cars  or  in  doing  any  work  about  the  cars  or  the  dock, 
:but  on  the  contrary,  the  trainmen  can  do  all  work  in  spotting  cars  and  mov- 
ing same  to  and  from  such  platforms  from  a  position  on  the  ground  on  the 
side  of  the  train  opposite  the  platform,  that  the  maintenance  of  the  clearance 
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as  indicated  on  Exhibit  "A"  is,  in  no  way,  dangerous  to  any  trainmen  or 
other  persons. 

4.  A  large  amount  of  pulpwood  will  be  unloaded  at  Two  Harbors,  Min- 
nesota, in  the  Terminal  Yards  of  the  applicant  Railroad,  the  ground  avail- 
able for  the  storage  of  such  pulpwood  is  limited  and  in  order  to  accommodate 
all  pulpwood  which  will  move  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  shipping  season, 
it  is  necessary  that  all  of  such  ground  should  be  fully  utilized.  In  order  so 
to  utilize  the  ground,  it  will  ,be  necessary  for  the  pulpwood  to  be  piled  to  as 
great  a  height  as  possible,  and  this  can  be  accomplished  only  by  unloading 
and  piling  directly  from  the  cars,  upon  piles  having  a  clearance  of,  approxi- 
mately, one  foot  from  edge  of  the  car.  If  the  standard  clearances  were  main- 
tained, the  operation  of  unloading  directly  from  the  car  on  to  the  pile,  would 
be  more  hazardous  because  of  the  danger  of  men  falling  between  the  cars 
and  the  edge  of  the  pile.  The  side  of  the  cars  opposite  the  piles  of  pulp- 
wood  are  always  free  from  obstruction,  and  train  crews  can  do  all  their 
work  in  connection  with  the  placing  of  cars  from  that  side.  The  operation 
of  unloading  and  piling  as  proposed  is,  in  no  way,  dangerous  to  trainmen  or 
other  persons. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  applicant,  the  Duluth  and  Iron  Range 
Railroad  Company  may  construct  or  allow  the  construction  of  loading  plat- 
forms or  docks  for  the  loading  of  pulpwood  and  other  forest  products  ac- 
cording to  the  arrangement  shown  on  Exhibit  "A"  hereto  attached,  on  load- 
ing spurs  or  sidings  of  the  applicant,  on  one  side  of  said  track  only,  where 
such  forest  products  are  loaded  upon  cars  from  sleighs,  and  that  the  appli- 
cant Railroad  Company  may  also  permit  the  unloading  of  pulpwood  in  its 
Two  Harbors  storage  yard,  from  cars  on  temporary  floating  spur  tracks,  up- 
on piles,  upon  one  side  of  said  track  only,  having  a  clearance  of  five  feet 
from  the  center  of  said  temporary  tracks. 

By  the  Commission, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  8th  r!ay  of  January,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2297.  Application  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company  for  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  chapter  307,  G. 
L.  1913  as  amended — The  application  is  made  by  the  can-in-  on  its 
own  behalf  and  covers  the  construction  of  a  coaling  station  at  Wells, 
Minn.,  tin-  side  clearance  of  which  fails  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  tin-  clearance  law,  Hie  encroachment  being  one  inch  on 
the  re,|iiire.l  si.le  clearance  and  is  caused  by  restricted  space  in 
which  to  construct  a  suspended  scale  pocket,  and  encroaches  onlv 
on  a  coal  track. 

•he  scheduled  hearing  hel.i  in  the  office  of  the  commission  on 
I'Vbniar\    1  !.  i :•]*,  the  company  was  represented  by  W.  R.  Powrie. 
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In  the  light  of  the  statrnit'iit  of  Mr.  Powi-ic  MS  to  the  situation 
of  the  proposed  coal  dock  and  its  construction,  authority  was  given 
the  company  to  construct  the  building  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
submitted,  this  authqrity  being  confirmed  on  February  15  when  the 
commission  issued  its  order  as  follows : 


(Order.) 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company  for  permit  under  Section  4274  of  the  General  Statutes  for 
1913,  for  relief  from  the  strict  terms  of  Sections  4274  and  4273  of  said 
laws,  because  of  impracticability  of  strict  compliance  therewith. 

On  February  13,  1918,  'due  hearing  was  had  upon  the  application  entitled 
as  above,  at  the  office  of  the  Commission,  Mr.  W,  R.  Powrie  appearing  on 
behalf  of  the  applicant  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company. 

And  it  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commission  from  the  appli- 
cation heretofore  filed  herein  and  from  said  hearing  and  from  the  blue  print 
herto  attached  marked  Exhiibit  "A,"  that  said  application  should  be  granted. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company  be  and  it  is  hereby  allowed  to  build  and  maintain  the  coaling 
station  mentioned  in  said  iapplication,  at  Wiells,  Minnesota,  as  prayed  for  in 
said  application  and  in  accordance  with  said  Exhibit  "A." 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  February  15th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2299.  Application  of  Northern  Pacific  Railway  for  exemp- 
tion from  provisions  of  Chapter  307,  General  Laws  1913  as  amended 
at  plant  of  Minnesota  Crushed  Stone  Company — On  February  13, 
1918,  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  filed  an  application  for 
exemption  from  the  Clearance  Law  so  far  as  it  affects  the  operation 
of  a  spur  track  serving  the  plant  of  the  Minnesota  Crushed  Stone 
Company  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis. 

The  petition  showed  that  a  side  clearance  that  will  conform  to 
the  law  can  be  secured,  but  that  the  overhead  clearance  would  have 
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to  be  restricted  to  17  feet  if  the  plant  is  to  be  operated  in  a  reason- 
able and  economical  manner. 

The  petition  further  stated  that  the  plant  was  operated  almost 
exclusively  with  open  top  cars,  making  a  high  overhead  clearance 
unnecessary,  and  that  when  an  occasional  box  car  was  used  it  was 
left  at  the  entrance  to  the  plant  by  the  railway  company  and  moved 
into  the  plant  by  means  of  a  car  puller,  hence  there  would  be  no 
additional  hazard  to  the  train  crews  from  the  lack  of  full  statutory 
clearance. 

A  hearing  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission  on  Thursday, 
February  21,  1918,  as  provided  by  the  statute,  and  the  foregoing 
facts  being  developed  the  case  was  closed  'by  the  following  findings 
and  order : 

(Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  operate  spur  track  on  the  property  of  the  Minnesota 
Crushed  Stone  Company  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  with  less  than  statu- 
tory clearance. 

This  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  (Commissioners 
Mills  and  Jacobson  present)  at  its  office  in  the  Capitol  Building,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  on  February  21st,  A.  D.  1918,  at  10:30  A.  M.,  Mr.  Newman  Kline,  Div- 
ision Superintendent,  Mr.  H.  J.  McCall,  Roadmaster,  and  Mr.  Lowry  Smith, 
Engineer,  appearing  on  behalf  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and 
Mr  Arthur  J.  Leahy,  Vice  President,  on  behalf  of  the  Minnesota  Crushed 
Stone  Company. 

It  appearing  that  nearly  all  the  cars  used  thru  the  plant  of  the  Minne- 
sota Crushed  Stone  Company,  described  in  the  petition  and  blue-print  an- 
•  l  thereto,  are  gondolas,  and  that  the  operation  of  such  open  top  cars 
thru  the  plant  will  leave  a  clearance  of  about  eight  (8)  feet  above  the  load, 
ami  that  said  cars  are  switched  in  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  about  two  (2) 
miles  an  hour,  and  that  it  is  reasonably  safe  to  handle  such  cars  in  such 
mannrr  through  said  plant,  and  that  it  is  proposed,  when  it  is  necessary  to 
operate  -box  cars,  that  the  same  be  operated  by  a  car  puller; 

That  it  would  be  unsafe  to  operate  box  cars  with  an  engine  through  said 
plant,  or  to  run  an  engine  through  the  same. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  plans  herein  are  approved  for  the  op- 
eration of  gondolas  or  other  open  top  ca ; 

It  Is  Furt IHT  Ordered,  That  said  Railway  Company  shall  not  at  any  timo 
operate  any  oth.-r  rhanu-tiT  of  riiuipim-nt  outside  of  open  top  cars,  thru  this 
plan  by  the  use  of  car  puller,  and  that  under  no  circumstances  shall 

an  *  ngine  be  run  thru  said  plant 

By  the  Commission, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  February  23,  1918. 
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A  -L^Oo.  In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railway  Company  for  permission  to  operate  a  spur  track  at 
the  Union  Match  Company's  plant  at  Duluth — This  application  cov- 
ers the  operation  of  a  spin-  serving  the  plant  of  the  Union  Match 
Company,  Duluth.  where  a  proposed  extension  of  Hie  track  will  pass 
through  one  of  its  buildings,  and  in  doing  so  it  will  be  necessary  to 
ennstrnet  a  door  opening  with  less  than  the  statutory  clearance. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  application  filed  by  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  company  it  will  not  be  required  to  operate  its  trains 
through  said  door  opening,  all  cars  being  placed  outside  the  build- 
ing, and  the  Match  Company  will  handle  them  into  the  plant  with  a 
car  puller,  hence  there  will  be  no  hazard  trainmen. 

Hearing  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission  on  Friday, 
March  1,  1918,  in  accordance  with  notice  sent  out  February  21,  and 
on  hearing  the  statements  of  J.  P.  Bennett,  master  mechanic  of  the 
Match  Company  regarding  the  impossibility  of  complying  with  the 
clearance  requirements  on  account  of  their  plant  being  old  and  not 
so  constructed  that  changes  in  the  building  could  be  made,  the  com- 
mission decided  the  relief  asked  for  was  reasonable  and  the  case  was 
closed  when  the  commission  issued  its  order  as  follows : 


<  Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  operate  spur  track  on  the  property  of  the  Union  Match 
Company  at  Duluth,  Minnesota,  with  less  than  statutory  clearances. 
Pursuant  to  notice  duly  given,  hearing  in  the  flibove  matter  came  on  at 

the  offices  of  the  commission,  before  Commissioner  Putnam,  at  10:00  A.  M. 

March  1,  1918. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Quinn,  Trainmaster,  Lake  Superior  Division,  and  Mr.  Lowry 
Smith,  Assistant  Division  Engineer,  appeared  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company.  Mr.  J.  P.  Bennett,  Master  Mechanic,  Union  Match  Company, 
Duluth,  Minn.,  appeared  for  the  Union  Match  Company. 

The  Commission  finds  the  following  facts: 

That  the  Union  Match  Company  operates  a  plant  at  Duluth,  Minnesota, 
served  by  the  Petitioner's  tracks;  that  the  said  Union  Match  Company  de- 
sires to  extend  a  tVack  through  one  of  its  buildings,  and  in  furtherance  of 
that  purpose  desires  to  construct  doors  in  its  buildings  which  will  give  an 
opening  of  16  feet  in  height  and  12  feet  in  width; 

That  at  the  present  time  the  Railway  Company  is  maintaining  a  side 
track  to  the  buildings  of  the  Union  Match  Company,  and  the  proposed  track 
is  an  extension  of  said  present  track; 
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That  the  railway  company  is  to  place  its  cars  on  the  present  siding  out- 
side of  the  building  of  the  Union  Match  Company;  that  the  Union  Match 
Company  will  handle  the  cars  from  outside  the  building  by  means  of  a  pow- 
er car  puller;  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  trainmen  to  be  on  01 
about  the  cars  when  moved  within  the  building;  that  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway  Company  will  issue  order  that  its  trainmen  shall  not  ride  the  cars 
while  being  moved  within  the  building; 

That  in  order  to  construct  said  line  within  the  building  with  the  statu- 
tory clearance,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Union  Match  Company  to  com- 
pletely alter  its  building,  including  the  sprinkler  system  therein  installed, 
which  would  mean  a  great  expense  to  said  company; 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
is  hereby  authorized  to  extend  its  spur  trick  through  said  building  of  the 
Union  Match  Company,  in  the  manner  shown  on  the  blueprint  attached  to  the 
petition  herein. 

By  the  Commission, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  March  2,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2355.  In  the  matter  of  application  of  the  Chicago,  Milwau- 
kee and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  for  exemption  from  the  clear- 
ance Law  at  the  plant  of  the  Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting  Com- 
pany, Minneapolis,  Minn. — This  is  ;m  application  filed  by  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  asking  for  exempt- 
tion  from  the  provisions  of  Chapter  307,  General  Laws  1917  as 
amended,  so  far  as  it  would  apply  to  the  construction  of  a  mono- 
rail traveling  magnetic  crane  to  be  used  at  the  plant  of  the  Western 
<  Yucible  Steel  Casting  Company  in  unloading  iron  and  steel  from 
open  top  cars. 

A  report  made  by  the  commissioirs  engineer  on  the  plan  offered 
shows  that  the  safety  of  tin-  railway  company's  employes  will  not  be 
>.» -piously  menaced  if  the  electro  magnet  were  moved  into  the  house 
when  not  in  us<>,  a.nd  tell  tales  placed  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the 

mono-rail. 

A  hearing  was  held  in  tin-  office  of  the  commission  on  Monday. 
.June  24,  1918,  as  required  by  law.  at  which  time  it  was  explained  to 

the  representatives  present   wh.r  nards  it    would   !>«•  necessary 

them  to  u.sr   if  exemption   from   the  clearance  law  was  granted. 

and   on   the   understanding  that   such  safeguards   would  be  applied. 

the  case  was  closed  on  July  -j  when  the  commission  issued  its  order 
as  follows : 
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(Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company,  and  the  Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting  Company, 
for  permission  to  construct  and  maintain  an  overhead  mono-rail  trolley 
track  twenty  (20)  feet  above  the  rails  of  the  spur  track  serving  the 
Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting  Company's  plant  at  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota. 

The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  commission  in 
the  State  Capitol  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1918.  The  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  was  represented  'by  Mr.  G.  A.  Van 
Dyke,  Superintendent  of  Terminals,  and  the  Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting 
Company  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Housland,  President. 

From  the  evidence  the  commission  finds  that  the  spur  track  serving  the 
Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting  Company's  plant  between  Grand  Avenue  and 
Pleasant  Avenue  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of 
the  right  of  way  of  the  railway  company  and  eight  feet  distant  southerly 
from  the  plant  building;  that  the  Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting  Company 
is  now  engaged  in  work  for  the  United  States  Government,  and  that  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  labor,  the  installation  of  a  mono-rail  trolley  track,  equipped 
with  a  traveling  crane  iand  magnet,  would  expedite  the  loading  and  unload- 
ing of  cars. 

That  there  are  numerous  overhead  highway  bridges  crossing  the  tracks 
of  the  railway  company,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Crucible  Company's  plant,  with 
less  than  twenty-one  (21)  foot  clearance,  and  that  it  would  be  unreasonable 
and  unnecessary  to  require  a  twenty-one  (21)  foot  clearance  for  the  mono- 
rail trolley  track. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  a  mono-rail  trolley  track,  equipped  for  a 
traveling  crane  and  magnet,  may  he  installed  for  a  distance  of  approximate- 
ly sixty  (60)  feet  over  and  along  the  center  line  and  not  less  than  twenty 
(20)  feet  aibove  the  top  of  the  rails  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railway  Company's  spur  track  now  serving  the  Western  Cruci'ble  Steel  Com- 
pany, on  the  Hastings  &  Dakota  Division  between  Pleasant  and  Grand 
Avenue  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  that  such  trolley  track 
may  cross  the  north  rail  of  said  railroad  track,  entering  the  building  of  the 
Wjestern  Crucible  Steel  Company  on  a  curve  with  a  radius  of  nine  (9)  feet 
plus. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  aaid  trolley  track  is  to  be  supported  from 
above  and  to  be  constructed  in  such  a  substantial  manner  and  of  such  mater- 
ial as  to  eliminate  all  danger  of  falling;  and  that  suitable  overhead  obstruc- 
tion warnings  be  erected  over  the  track  of  the  railway  company,  at  a  proper 
distance  from  each  end  of  the  space  occupied  by  such  trolley  beam,  and  that 
no  switching  of  cars  or  locomotives  shall  be  done  on  said  spur  track  while 
the  crane  or  magnet  is  in  such  a  position  as  to  lessen  the  twenty  (20)  foot 
overhead  clearance  herein  permitted,  or  the  eight  (8)  foot  side  clearance 
prescribed  by  law. 

By  the  Commission, 

A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  July  2,  A.  D.,  1918. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railway  Company  for  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  Chap- 
ter 307,  General  Laws  1913,  as  amended,  at  Mississippi  Street,  St. 
Paul  This  application  covers  the  construction  of  a  lead  track  under 
the  Mississippi  street  bridge  with  less  than  the  required  vertical 
clearance  required  by  the  statute. 

Tin*  present  vertical  clearance  over  the  existing  tracks  is  20  feet, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  greater  clearance  over  the  proposed 
track  without  either  lowering  the  grade  or  raising  the  bridge,  which 
latter  plan  would  be  almost  prohibitive. 

It  is  stated  in  the  application  that  the  proposed  plan  is  for  tem- 
porary use  only,  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  company  at  a  later  date 
to  secure  entrance  to  the  new  yard  by  another  route. 

A  hearing  was  held  according  to  schedule  in  the  office  of  the 
commission  on  Thursday,  July  11,  1918,  and  the  case  was  closed  on 
the  same  day  by  the  following  order : 


(Order.) 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  to 
construct,   maintain   and   operate  a   track   under  its   Mississippi   Street 
bridge  at  St.  Paul  with  less  than  statutory  vertical  clearance. 
The  petition  in  the  above  matter  having  been  duly  heard  and  considered 
by  the  Commission,  Mr.   Ixniis  Yager,  Engineer  of  Maintenance  of  Way  of 
tin-   Railway  Company,  having  testified   that  it  would  be  impracticable  -to 
truct  the  proposed  lead  track  under  the  Mississippi  Street  bridge  to  the 
Railway  Company's  new  freight  terminal  yard  between  Mississippi  Street  and 
M;try];in<l    S'P-«-:.   s:.    Paul,   in   such   manner  as  to  allow  statutory  vertical 
clearance  under  said  bridge,  and  Mr.  D.  F.  Jurgensen,  Engineer  of  the  Com- 
mission, having  concurred  in  the  testimony  of  the  Engineer  of  Maintenance 
of  Way  of  tin-  Railway  Company,  the  Commission  now  finds  that  it  is  im- 
ronstruct  said  track  with  a  greater  vertical  clearance  than 
twenty  (L'">  feet  and  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  and  unnecessary  to  re- 
"uire  the  Railway  Company  to  furnish  statutory  vertical  clearance. 

Therefore  Ordered.  That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  be 

is  permitted  to  construct  a  so-called  lead  track  or  comuv 
under  tin-  south  end  of  (lie  present  Mississippi  Street  bridge  in  the  cit 
St.  Paul  leading  to  its  freight  terminal  \.rnl  betw*  n    MittlMippI  Street  and 
land  Street,  St.    Paul,   with   a   vertical   clearance  under  said   bridge  of 
twenty  (20)  feet  as  shown  on  the  blue  print   map  attached  to  the  petition. 

By  order  of  the  Corn-mission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSKN 

Sec  ret  a; 
Dated  .July  11.  : 
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A-2390.  Application  of  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company  for  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  Chapter  307,  Gen- 
eral Laws  1913,  at  plant  of  Century  Milling  Company,  Minneapolis 
—Application  was  received  from  the  officials  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  011  September  29,  1918,  for 
permission  to  allow  the  construction  of  a  shed  covering  a  new  track 
scale  installed  at  the  plant  of  the  Century  Milling  Companv.  Minne- 
apolis. 

In  order  to  properly  protect  the  scale  from  the  elements  the  cov- 
ering is  quite  necessary,  but  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  plant 
it  cannot  be  constructed  without  encroaching  upon  the  clearance 
provided  by  the  statute  so  far  as  the  scale  track  and  wall  off  the 
shed  are  concerned,  but  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Van  Dyke, 
representing  the  railway  company,  and  Mr.  P.  A.  Murphy,  manager 
of  the  Century  Milling  Company,  this  encroachment  will  in  no  way 
increase  the  hazard  of  operation,  as  the  milling  company  usually 
pulls  all  the  cars  onto  the  scale  with  a  power  car  puller. 

After  a  hearing  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission  on  Monday, 
September  23,  1918,  as  required  by  law,  at  which  the  foregoing  facts 
were  brought  out,  the  commission  closed  the  case  the  same  day  by 
issuing  the  following  order: 


(Order.) 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Application  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  for  per- 
mission to  establish  clearances  in  the  construction  of  track  scale  shed  to 
serve  the  Century  Milling  Company's  plant  at  Minneapolis  at  'less  dis- 
tance than  prescribed  in  what  is  known  as  the  Clearance  Law. 
This  matter  having  come  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission,  in  its 
Office  in  the  Capitol  Building,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  on  September  23rd,  1918,  and 
the  Commission  being  satisfied  that  it  is  necessary  to  protect  the  scale  which 
has  already  been  erected,  and  that  a  clearance  to  exactly  comply  with  the 
law  could  not  have  been  made,  even  if  it  had  been  anticipated  at  the  time  of 
building  the  scale,  the  Commission  finds  that  in  order  to  have  a  competent 
weighing  machine  it  is  necessary  that  the  same  should  be  protected  from 
the  weather. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  plans  herein  be  approved,  and  the  cov- 
ering may  be  erected  as  suggested  in  said  plans. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  September  23rd,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A -L'.'IIM;.  Application  of  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany for  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the  Clearance  Law  at  the 
plant  of  the  Bay  State  Milling  Company,  Winona—  This  applica- 
tion, filed  N»vrml>cr  !>.  1!M>.  l»y  the  railway  company,  covers  the 
construction  of  a  covered  track  scale  at  the  plant  of  the  Bay  State 
Milling  Company,  at  AYinona,  which  is  located  on  the  tracks  of  the 
applicant  company. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission 
on  Wednesday,  November  21,  1918,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  the  case  was 
heard  according  to  schedule. 

It  was  shown  at  the  hearing  that  construction  of  the  track  scale 
according  to  plans  submitted  would  not  increase  the  hazard  to  em- 
ployees, and  as  the  legal  clearance  required  would  be  impracticable 
the  Commission  on  November  22,  1918,  closed  the  case  by  issuing 
the  following  order: 


(Order.) 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway 
Company  for  authority  to  waive  the  provisions  of  the  Clearance  Law  of 
the  State  of  Minnesota  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  track  scale  by  the 
Bay  State  Milling  Company  at  Winona,  Minnesota, 

This  matter  was  heard  by  the  Commission  at  its  office  in  the  Cap- 
itol Huilding,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  at  Ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  November  21. 
A.  D.  1918,  pursuant  to  notice  duly  served,  the  petitioner  being  represent- 
ed by  Mr.  Fred  G.  Wright,  its  General  Attorney,  and  Mr.  M,  J.  Boyle,  its 
Division  Superintendent,  and  having  heard  the  evidence  of  the  petitioner  as 
to  the  necessity  and  desirability  of  locating  said  track  scale  at  the  point 
shown  on  the  blue  print  attached  to  the  application,  filed  with  the  Commis- 
sion, and  also  having  had  its  Engineer  make  a  personal  examination  of  said 
location  and  all  details  in  connection  therewith,  and  being  fully  advised  in 
the  premises; 

It  la  Found,  That  by  Section  4274  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  the 
Commission  is  vested  with  authority  to  permit  relief  from  a  strict  com- 
pliant with  the  provisions  of  the  Clearance  Law  of  said  State,  when  rea- 
sonably justified,  and  that  the  evidence  in  this  proceeding  justifies  granting 
such  r< -li- 
lt. Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  ih.  railway  company,  or  the  Bay  State 
Milling  Company,  may  locate  said  track  scale  as  set  out  on  the  blue  print 
attached  to  the  application,  the  clearance  between  the  center  of  the  new 
scale  rails  and  tin-  building  t«.  be  not  less  than  seven  and  seven-tenths  (7.7) 
feet,  ami  tin-  distance  between  the  centers  of  the  tracks  not  less  than  twelve 
( 1  -J  >  feet. 

"  By  the  Commission, 

(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  November  22nd  A.  D.  1918. 
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DKPOT  SERVJCi:. 


Application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  agent  at  Redtop, 
Minn.  —  Under  date  of  .Alarch  the  28th,  1918,  the  JMinneapolis,  St. 
Paul  &  Sault  Stc.  Marie  Railway  Company  filed  an  application  with 
the  commission  for  authority  to  discontinue  the  agency  at  Redtop 
and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  custodian  service,  and  along  with 
this  to  establish  an  agency  at  Isle,  at  which  point  it  was  claimed  the 
majority  of  the  business  of  the  territory  was  handled.  It  was  shown 
by  the  tables  filed  by  the  company  that  the  business  at  Redtop  was 
considerably  below  the  $8,000  minimum  prescribed  'by  law,  where- 
as the  business  at  Isle  was  above  that  amount  and  was  growing 
steadily. 

The  commission  set  the  case  for  hearing  at  Redtop  for  Tuesday, 
^lay  14,  1918,  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  the  matter  came  up  for  hearing  be- 
fore A.  L.  Flinn,  representing  the  commission  ;  testimony  being  taken 
by  W.  E.  Hustleby.  There  was  an  exceedingly  large  attendance  at 
the  hearing,  but  it  was  found  to  consist  principally  of  citizens  of  Isle 
and  they  were  promptly  advised  that  the  matter  was  one  which 
should  in  no  way  interest  them,  their  case  being  a  question  which 
would  be  settled  on  its  own  merits.  However,  on  the  basis  of  the 
showing  made  by  the  interested  citizens  of  Redtop,  the  commission 
felt  that  in  addition  to  the  question  of  depot  service  at  Redtop  some 
improvements  were  needed  in  the  facilities  at  that  point,  and  there- 
fore included  in  the  hearing  the  question  of  the  construction  of  a 
one-pen  stockyard. 

The  case  was  closed  on  the  22nd  day  of  May,  1918,  when  the  com- 
mission issued  its  findings  and  order  as  follows,  based  upon  the  re- 
port made  by  its  representative-. 


BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  and  Sault  Ste. 

Marie  Railway  Company,  for  permission  to  remove  the  station  agent  at 

Redtop  and  place  him  at  Isle,  and  maintain  custodian  service  at  Redtop. 

Pursuant  to  notice  the  hearing  in  the  above  -entitled  matter  was  held  at 
Red  top,  Minnesota,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1918.  The  Minneapolis,  Saint 
Paul  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  was  represented  by  Mr.  R.  V. 
Gleason,  attorney,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Michaels,  superintendent.  Several  resi- 
dents of  Redtop  also  appeared. 

From  the  testimony  received,  the  Commission  finds  the  facts  to  be  as 
follows: 
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That  Redtop  is  an  unincorporated  village  in  the  County  of  Aitkin,  -Min- 
nesota, situated  on  the  line  of  the  Minneapolis,  Saint  Paul  and  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway;  that  it  has  a  population  of  approximately  forty  (40)  people; 
that  it  is  in  a  farming  community  and  there  is  only  one  store  in  said  vil- 
lage; that  said  railway  company  has  a  station  and  keeps  a  station  agent  in 
said  village; 

That  for  the  year  ending  January  31st,  1918,  the  railway  company's  earn- 
ings on  business  originating  and  terminating  at  said  village  of  Redtop  only 
amounted  to  $6,668.99;  that  this  amount  of  business  can  well  be  handled  by 
what  is  known  as  custodian  service,  which  would  require  freight  destined 
for  Redtop  to  be  prepaid  at  point  of  origin  and  orders  for  cars  for  Redtop 
to  be  placed  at  the  open  stations  on  either  side  of  Redtop; 

That  it  will  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public  and  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  allow  shipments  of  livestock  being  made  from  Redtop,  that  a  one- 
pen  stockyard  and  chute  be  erected  for  the  purpose  of  loading  and  unload- 
ing livestock. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Minneapolis,  Saint  Paul  and  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway  Company  be  permitted  to  withdraw  its  station  agent  at  Red- 
top  and  substitute  full  custodian  service,  whose  principal  duties  shall  be  to 
sell  passenger  tickets;  handle  express;  see  that  all  less  than  carload  freight 

aced  in  the  freight  shed;  and  to  keep  the  waiting  room  cleaned,  warmed 
and  open  at  least  one-half  hour  before  and  after  the  arrival  of  passenger 
trains  due  to  stop  at  said  station; 

That  a  box  be  placed  outside  of  freight  shed  for  train  crews,  in  which 
all  parties  may  place  orders  for  cars  and  give  notice  of  freight  placed  in 
shed  for  shipment; 

That  the  said  railway  company,  on  or  before  September  1,  1918,  erect 
a  one-pen  yard  with  <-hute  sufficiently  large  to  ship  a,  carload  of  livestock. 

By  the  Commission, 
al.)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  22nd  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1918. 


TUAIN  SERVICE. 

A-2074,  In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  citizens  along-  the 
Reno-Preston  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way, regarding  various  deficiencies  in  the  service  furnished --This 

complaint,  filed   November  'J'J.   lIHli.  embraces  a   number  of  siih.i- 
including  passenger  train  service,  depot   service,    freight    train   ty 

;inil   lack   of  an   unloading  plat  I'nrm.      h  -M,.,] 

l»y  numerous  resident*  "I'  Preston,  ami  as  it   was  not  considered  , 
formal  complaint    it    was  taken   up  informalK    with   the   u'eiieral  sup 
erinten.lent  'lica^o,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Kailway  Company. 

The  car  service  <|iiestioii   \\;is  checked   up  and   it    uas  found   that 
.ton   was   recriviiiL'   its  share   Of  the   available  equipment;   h< 
this  portion  of  the  complaint   may  he  considered  88  closed. 
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The  company  sijrnifu'd  its  willingness  to  const  met  an  unloading 
])latt'onn  it'  it  t-ould  he  shown  thai  siicli  a  plat  form  was  necessary, 
but  denied  having  evrr  received  a  request  for  the  installation  of 
such  an  improvement. 

The  respondent  company  also  stated  that  the  difficulty  com- 
plained of  in  securing  baggage  and  the  failure  to  keep  the  depot 
warmed  and  lighted  would  be  remedied. 

The  company  claimed  that  the  freight  train  service  on  the  Pres- 
ton branch  is  entirely  adequate  to  take  care  of  the  traffic  offered, 
and  with  the  exception  of  delays  incidental  to  winter  weather  and 
cancellations  of  trains  due  to  snow,  that  the  service  is  fairly  regu- 
lar. 

The  passenger  train  service,  however,  presented  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent question  and  one  which  the  commission  felt  was  of  great  im- 
portance. This  was  emphasized  by  an  accident  which  occurred  on 
the  line  on  March  13,  1917,  and  which  was  made  the  subject  of  an 
investigation  by  the  special  agent  of  the  commission.  Based  on  his 
report  of  the  wreck  and  the  track  conditions  the  Commission  had  its 
engineer  make  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  line,  and  on  receipt  of 
his  report,  dated  May  2,  1917  the  commission  issued  an  order  on 
May  3,  1917,  requiring  the  company  to  restrict  the  speed  of  trains 
to  15  miles  per  hour;  to  provide  adequate  drainage  of  the  track  and 
to  provide  suitable  ballast  wherever  needed;  to  replace  worn  out 
and  rotted  ties;  and  to  equip  bridges  with  inner  guard  rails  where 
needed. 

On  December  2,  1917  the  engineer  of  the  commission  made 
another  inspection  of  the  line  and  reported  that  the  company  had 
practically  complied  with  the  recommendations  in  his  report  of  May 
2,  and  recommended  that  the  former  train  service  be  restored ;  and 
this  was  done  when  the  commission  issued  the  following  order: 


(Order.) 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    T1IK 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  citizens  residing  along  the  Reno-Preston 
Line  of  tne  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  for  the  restoration  of 
the  former  train  service. 

After  the  filing  of  this  petition  the  Commission  instructed  its  engineer 
to  examine  the  line  of  road  between  Preston  and  Reno;  and  he  having  re- 
ported that  it  was  safe  to  restore  the  train  service  in  effect  in  April,  1917, 
prior  to  the  Commission's  order  requiring  the  said  company  to  operate  said 
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trains  at  not  more  than  fifteen  (15)  miles  an  hour;  and  the  Commission  be- 
ing fully  satisfied  that  it  is  now  safe  to  operate  trains  on  said  line,  as  per 
schedule  in  existence  before  said  order: 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  schedule  of  April,  1917  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is  restored;  and  that  said  company  put  the  same  in  operation 
on  the  receipt  of  tnis  order. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSKX. 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St  Paul,  Minnesota,  December  27th,  A.  D.  1917. 

With  some  small  modifications  and  changes,  largely  due  to  severe 
weather  and  lack  of  coal,  the  branch  line  service  has  been  continued 
in  the  restored  form,  and  from  the  last  advice  received  by  the  com- 
mission and  dated  February  16,  1918  it  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 

A-2294.  In  the  matter  of  train  service  on  the  Luce  Electric  Line 
—By  a  petition  signed  by  a  large  number  of  patrons  of  the  Luce 
Electric  Line,  received  February  1,  1918,  the  commission  was  asked 
to  prevent  the  railway  company  from  annulling  two  of  its  trains 
serving  a  district  adjacent  to  lake  Minnetonka,  known  as  Stubbs 
Bay,  on  the  grounds  that  such  a  reduction  in  the  service  would 
work  irreparable  injury  to  the  people  of  that  locality  who  depended 
upon  this  line  for  service,  and  had  built  homes  and  developed  mar- 
ket gardens  for  the  purpose  of  serving  the  Minneapolis  market. 

The  commission  therefore  served  an  order  upon  the  respondent 
company  on  February  1,  1918,  requiring  it  to  show  cause  on  Mon- 
day, February  11,  1918,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  office 
of  the  commission  in  the  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  why  it  should  not  con- 
tinue the  operation  of  its  trains  numbered  "2  and  .">. 

I'.y  its  answer  the  company  sought  to  show  that  tin-  expense  of 
operating  these  trains  would  place  an  undue  burden   upon   its  IVY 
nines. 

The  case  was  heard  by  Commissioners  Mills  and    Putnam,  the 
Electric  Short  Line  was  representedby  R.  C.  Jones,  its  traffic  man 
ager,  and  the  complainants  by  .1.  .!.  (Irccr,  \Yinnctka.  .1.  Kauth,  Gol- 
den Valley,   ('.  .1.   Madison   and  .lohn   < 'hrist  enseii,   Winnetka,   K.   L. 

'.  Colden   Yalb-y  and   Miss  Main-lie  Hank,  (Jlcnora   Farm.     Oon- 
<n\    \\.-is  otVered   and   after  the  dose  of  the   hearin«: 
the  enmmisMMH  issii.-d  the  following  ord< 
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BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  train  service  of  the  Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Company. 

The  abovt  mailer  came  up  for  hearing  at  the  office  of  the  Commission 
at  the  State  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  on  February  llth,  A.  D.  1918,  at 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  before  Commissioners  Ira  B.  Mills  and  Fred  W.  Put- 
nam. There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  complainants:  Mr.  J.  J.  Greer,  Win- 
netka, Mr.  .1.  Kauth,  Golden  Valley,  Mr.  C.  John  Madison,  Winnetka,  Mr.  John 
rhristensen,  Winnetka,  Mr.  R.  L.  Earl,  Golden  Valley,  Miss  Mabelle  Plank, 
Glenora  Farm.  There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  respondent;  Mr.  R.  C.  Jones, 
traffic  manager. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  said  Respondent,  the  Electric  Short  Line 
Railway  Company,  is  the  owner  and  operator  of  a  line  of  railway  running 
from  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  to  the  City  of  Hutch- 
inson,  in  McLeod  county,  Minnesota,  Said  line  is  approximately  58  miles  in 
length  and  has  been  constructed  for  a  number  of  years, 

That  during  all  the  time  since  the  construction  of  said  line  it  has  en- 
couraged the  purchase  of  property  along  its  right  of  way  by  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  city  of  Minneapolis. 

That  the  complainants  'herein  are  owners  of  property  situated  along  the 
right  of  way  of  said  railway  and  have  established  residences  along  said  line 
and  did  rely  on  the  trains  operating  on  said  line,  as  shown  by  the  published 
time  schedules  of  said  Respondent,  to  go  to  and  from  their  employment  in 
the  city  of  Minneapolis. 

That  said  Respondent  has  operated  trains  between  Stubbs  Bay,  a  point 
on  said  line  18  miles  west  of  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  to  the  City  of  Minne- 
apolis, and  from  the  City  of  Minneapolis  to  Stubbs  Bay,  being  trains  Nos.  2 
and  5,  respectively.  Said  train  No.  2  left  Stubbs  Bay  at  6:-35  A.  M.  and  ar- 
rived at  Minneapolis  at  7:40  A.  M.  Train  No.  5  left  Minneapolis  at  6:20  P. 
M.  and  arrived  at  Stubbs  Bay  at  7:25  P.  M. 

That  these  trains  delivered  their  passengers  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis 
in  sufficient  season  to  enable  the  patrons  of  the  road  to  attend  to  their  busi- 
ness or  occupation  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  and  allowed  the  said  patrons 
to  leave  for  their  homes  after  the  close  of  their  business. 

That  on  February  3,  191S'  said1  Respondent  discontinued  the  operation  of 
these  trains  Nos.  2  and  5  and  that  the  persons  residing  along  the  right  of 
way  of  said  road,  among  whom  are  the  Complainants,  are  unable  to  arrive 
in  the  City  of  Minneapolis  until  10:15  A.  M.,  being  train  No.  4;  that  said 
patrons  in  order  to  reach  their  homes  in  the  evening,  must  leave  Minneapolis 
on  train  No.  3  at  4:20  P.  M.,  that  this  present  service  delivers  the  passengers 
in  the  City  of  Minneapolis  too  late  for  them  to  properly  carry  on  their  busi- 
ness or  occupations  and  leaves  too  early  in  the  evening. 

That  under  the  present  train  servi-ce  the  Complainants  wiltl  be  compelled 
to  desert  their  homes  along  the  right  of  way  of  said  road  and  move  to  tlie 
City  of  Minneapolis  in  order  to  carry  on  their  usual  business  or  occupations, 
which  will  be  a  great  financial  hardship  to  said  patrons  and  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  public. 

That  the  said  Respondent  seeks  to  justify  its  discontinuance  of  the  trains 
Nos.  2  and  5,  on  the  ground  that  the  said  Respondent  company  suffered  a 
financial  loss  during  the  year  1917,  and  that  these  particular  trains  Nos.  2 
and  5,  were  the  least  patronized!  of  the  trains  operating  on  said  line  and 
claimed  that  these  trains  caused  the  greatest  loss  to  the  Respondent.  To  sup- 
port this  contention  the  Respondent  produced  evidence  to  show  the  revenues 
from  this  particular  train  for  the  week  commencing  January  24,  1918.  Now, 
while  from  the  evidence  submitted  it  would  appear  that  there  is  a  substan- 
tial loss  from  the  operation  of  this  train,  the  Commission  feels  that  the  evi- 
dence submitted  is  insufficient  to  show  that  the  operation  of  this  train  for 
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tiie  full  year  period  will  produce  a  substantial  loss  to  the  company,  and  that 
the  period  by  the  Respondent  is  not  a  lair  period  to  represent  the  earnings 
of  this  train  during  the  year. 

The  Respondent  operates  four  other  trains,  being  Nos.  1,  6,  4,  and  G 
upon  said  line  between  the  City  of  Minneapolis  and  the  City  of  Hutchinson. 
No.  1  leaves  Minneapolis  at  8:10  A.  M.  and  arrives  at  Hutchinson  at  10:40 
A.  M.  No.  3  nneapolis  at  4:20  P.  M.  and  arrives  at  Hutchinson  at 

6:50  P.  M.  No.  4  leaves  Hutchinson  at  7:4.".  A.  M  and  arrives  at  Minneapolis 
at  10:15  A  M..  and  No.  6  leaves  Hutchinson  at  8:86  r.  M.  and  arrives  at 
Minneapolis  n  M. 

The  Respondent  further  contends  that  the  discontinuance  of  trains  Nos. 
i'  and  .".  is  only  temporary  and  that  when  the  weather  moderates  and  the 
traffic  is  increased  by  summer  residents  along  its  line  that  the  Respondent 
will  reinstate  these  trains. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Respondent  to  so  operate  its  trains  along  its  line  to 
give  the  greatest  accomodations  to  the  greatest  number  of  patrons.  The 
patrons  of  this  road  between  Minneapolis  and  Stubbs  Bay  have  a  right  to 
reasonable  service  between  their  place  of  residence  and  the  City  of  Minne- 
apolis to  enable  them  to  continue  in  their  various  occupations.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Commission  that  the  Respondent  can  alter  its  train  schedule 
o?  tiain  No.  4  by  leaving  Hutchinson  at  6:15  A.  M.  and  arriving  at  Minne- 
apolis 8:45  A.  M.,  and  by  changing  the  schedule  of  train  No.  3  to  leave  Minne- 
apolis at  5:30  P.  M.  and  arrive  at  Hutohinson  at  8:00  P.  M.,  and  that  this 
change  will  greatly  remove  the  complaints  caused  by  the  discontinuance  of 
trains  Nos.  2  and  5  and  will  not  create  any  hardship  upon  the  patrons  ot 
trains  Nos.  4  and  3  west  of  Stubbs  Bay,  and  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Respondent  to  reinstate  trains  Nos.  2  and  5  early  in  the  summer  season,  the 
inconvenience  to  passengers  from  Hutchinson  will  be  only  temporary  and  it 
wilfl  relieve  the  cause  of  complaint  of  the  patrons  between  Stubbs  Bay  and 
Minneapolis. 

That  the  discontinuance  of  said  trains  Nos.  2  and  5  is  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  patrons  of  said  road;  that  the  running  of  said  train  or  the 
change  in  train  schedule  as  herein  suggested  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
service  to  the  patrons  of  said  road  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  traveling 
public. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  Respondent,  the  Electric  Short  Line 
Railway  Company,  operate  a  train  between  Stubbs  Bay  and  the  City  of  Minne- 
apolis on  the  same  time  schedule  as  it  formerly  operated  its  train  known  as 
No.  2,  and  that  it  operate  a  train  between  Minneapolis  and  Stubbs  Bay  on 
the  same  time  schedule  as  it  formerly  operated  train  known  as  No.  :.,  or  in 
lieu  thereof  that  the  said  Respondent  change  its  train  schedule  of  trains 
Nos.  4  and  5,  as  suggested  by  the  Commission  in  this  order. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSE V 

Secretan 
Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minm-sota.  l-VJ.ruary  Mih.  A.  I).  l'.»18. 

No  appeal  from  this  order  li;is  l»een  taken,  and  while  one  of  tho 
complainants  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  \vilh  its  terms  the 
change  of  trains  appeal's  t«>  In-  the  best  solution  of  the  case  that  con  Id 

'Illd    Under   the   rolldit  iolis   diseased    liy    the    testimony. 

A  L'-JIH.  Application  for  stoppage  of  Duluth  &  Northern  Min- 
nesota Railway  Company's  passenger  train  at  Clark,  Minn.  I 

letter    i,  Bth,    1!M7    from   .1.   T.   Goodwin    of  Clark. 
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.Minn.,  the  commission  was  asked  to  secure  the  stoppage  of  the  train 
of  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Company  at  the  sta- 
tion of  Clark. 

The  question  was  taken  up  in  an  in  formal  manner  with  the  com- 
pany, Imt  the  officials  of  the  company  claimed  the  expense  of  stop- 
ping their  loaded  trains  was  too  great  to  allow  of  its  being  done  to 
accommodate  the  small  amount  of  traffic  offered. 

As  no  progress  was  being  made  toward  a  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion the  complainants  on  January  18,  1918  filed  a  formal  complaint 
with  the  commission,  which  was  duly  served  upon  the  respondent 
company  with  an  order  to  satisfy  the  complaint  or  file  its  answer 
within  20  days. 

On  receipt  of  its  answer,  denying  the  relief  asked  for,  the  case 
was  set  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  at  the  Commercial  club 
in  the  city  of  Duluth,  on  Tuesday  February  19th  at  11  a.  m.,  this 
date  being  later  changed  to  February  25. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioners  Jacobson  and 
Putnam ;  the  respondent  being  represented  by  J.  W.  Bayly,  general 
manager,  W.  M.  Brown  engineer,  F.  E.  Brown,  W.  E.  Brown  and  E. 
Wirt,  who  favored  the  proposed  new  stopping  point.  The  com- 
plainants were  represented  by  Mrs.  J.  Goodwin,  Messrs.  E.  Johnson, 
J.  Rafn,  0.  Lillygren,  A.  Jaco'bson,  C.  Hedin  and  F.  Laird. 

The  commission  had  its  engineer  report  on  the  practicability  of 
making  a  stop  between  stations  1138  and  1143,  and  the  commission 
therefore  closed  the  case  by  the  following  order : 


BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In    the  -matter  of  application  of  the  Citizens  of  Clark,  Minnesota,    for    the 
stoppage  of  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  trains  at  that  point. 
Pursuant  to  notice  duly  given,  the  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  be- 
fore Commissioners  Jacobson  and  Putnam,  at  the  Duluth  Commercial  Club 
Rooms,  February  25,  191&.    Mr.  John  Dwan,  attorney  of  Two  Harbors,  Minne- 
sota, appeared  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  C'lark.     Mr.  Oscar  Mitchell,  of 
Washburn,  Bailey  &  Mitchell,  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  respondent  railway 
company. 

The  Commission,  finds  the  following  facts: 

That  tne  respondent  railway  company  has  for  a  number  of  years  past  and 
up  to  November,  1917,  published  in  their  time  card  "Clark,"  Minnesota,  as  a 
flag  istop.  The  "Clark"  stop  or  siding,  a<s  published,  is  situated  between  Mile 
Posts  22  and  23.  In  November,  1917,  the  said  respondent  railway  company 
ceased  stopping  at  Clark,  hereinafter,  referred  to  as  the  old  Clark  Sid- 
ing, and  indicated  their  stop  at  the  new  Clark  Siding,  being  between  Mile 
Posts  23  and  24. 
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The  evidence  clearly  showed  that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  trainmen  of 
said  respondent  railway  company  to  stop  the  train  between  Mile  Posts  21 
and  22  at  what  was  known  as  Goodwin's  Farm,  being  approximately  at  sta- 
tion 1130  instead  of  the  odd  Clark  Siding;  that  at  this  point  (Goodwin's  Farm; 
there  is  a  highway  leading  to  what  is  known  as  the  Silver  Creek  Settlement. 
This  highway  was  built  by  the  township  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand 
dollars  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  access  to  the  railroad. 

The  Silver  Creek  settlement  was  settled  about  twenty  (20)  years  ago  and 
has  developed  into  a  prosperous  farming  community;  the  lands  are  being 
gradually  cleared  and  developed.  These  settlers  did  not  make  any  extend- 
ed use  of  the  train  sen -k-e  at  the  Goodwin  Farm,  but  they  are  the  only  set- 
tlers in  the  vicinity  and  the  stop  at  Goodwin's  Farm  is  tne  only  point  on  said 
respondent  railroad  that  will  serve  these  settlers. 

At  the  present  stop,  known  as  the  New  Clark  Siding,  mere  is  no  highway 
connection,  and  there  are  practically  no  settlers  in  the  vicinity.  At  the  Good- 
win Farm  there  was, constructed  a  number  of  years  ago  a  side  track,  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  being  borne  by  the  settlers.  This  side  track  was  taken 
up  by  the  railway  company  without  notice  to  the  settlers  or  permission 
from  this  Commission. 

That  it  is  practicable  to  stop  trains  near  the  Goodwin  Farm  on  the  rail- 
road between  stations  1125  and  1130; 

That  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Goodwin  Farm  and  the  adjacent 
farming  community,  known  as  Silver  Creek  Settlement,  will  be  benefited  and 
convenienced  by  a  stop  at  the  Goodwin  Farm,  and  will  not  be  benefited  or 
convenienced  by  the  present  SLOP  known  as  the  New  Clark  Siding. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Rail- 
Company  shall  stop  its  trains  on  flag  near  the  Goodwin  Farm  between 
stations  111'.")  and  1130,  being  in  Section  29,  Township  54,  Range  11,  Lake 
County,  Minnesota. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSKN. 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  March  15th,  A.  D.  1918. 


J.  T.  Schain,  et  al.,  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany in  re  train  service  on  Browns  Valley  Line— On  page  13  of  the 
1!»17  report  there  is  a  paragraph  stating  that  the  order  of  the  com- 
mission in  this  case  had  been  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  court  of  this 
state. 

In   March  1918  numerous  petitions  were  received  from  citizens 
aloiitf  the    Mrowiis    Valley    Line,   askinir    for   tin-   restoration    of  the 

train    service    which    was    in    effect    prior    t.»   Ilic    order   of   the    coin- 
inn  of  .March    111,   l!»lli. 

A  hearing  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  held  at  Browns  Valley, 

Minn.,  on  Thursday.  April  1th,  at  !»:.".<>  a.  in.,  and  pursuant  to  the 
notice  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  In-fore  ( 'oimnissionrrs  Mills  and 
Jaeohson;  the  Great  Northern  U'ailway  Company  hein-r  represented 
liy  A.  I.  .'  ,nid  \V.  \\.  Mitton:  the  .-iti/cns  l.ring  represented  by 
I>.  •'  I. --ary. 
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Tlie  railway  company  and  a  portion  of  the  residents  in  the  ter- 
ritory served  l>y  the  hraneh  wanted  the  service  as  it  then  existed  re- 
tained, Avhile  other  residents  wished  the  former  train  service  re- 
stored. A  larjre  volume  of  testimony  was  ottered  l>y  both  sides  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  li"ariiiir  the  case  was  taken  under  advisement 
l>y  the  commission,  and  on  May  7th  the  commission  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order,  which  apparently  closed  the  ease  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

I5KFORE    THE    RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  freight  and  passenger  train  service  on  the  Browns  Valley 
Branch  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  and  from  Saint  Paul 
and  Minneapolis  to  stations  on  said  Branch  Line. 

PETITION  BY  RAILROAD  COMPANY  TO  ANNUL  THE  ORDER  OF  THE 
COMMISSION  OF  MARCH  10,  1916. 

On  the  10th  aay  of  March,  1916,  the  Commission  made  an  order  requir- 
ing certain  trains  service  from  Saint  Paul  to  Browns  Valley,  Minn.,  on  the 
line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway.  An  appeal  was  taken  from  said  order  to 
the  District  Court  of  Traverse  County;  a  trial  on  the  me-rits  was  had;  and 
the  order  of  the  Commission  was  affirmed.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  District  Court  was  taken  into  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  and  the  order  of  the  Commission  were  affirmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1917,  the  service  required  by  the  Commission's  order 
was  put  in  effect  and  ever  since  the  Company  has,  in  good  faith,  complied 
with  the  Commission's  order. 

On  the  nth  day  of  February,  1918,  the  Company  filed  a  petition  with  the 
Commission  asKing  that  the  order  of  March  10,  1916  be  annulled  and  the 
former  service  re-instated.  Petitions  from  different  stations  along  the  line 
between  Browns  Valley  and  Morris,  requesting  the  retention  of  daily  freight 
service;  some  requesting  the  retention  of  the  present  passenger  service;  and 
some  for  restoration  of  the  service  in  effect  prior  to  the  Commission's  order 
were  received.  There  was  a  hearing  at  Browns  Valley  on  April  3,  1918.  A 
large  number  of  witnesses  were  sworn  and  examined  by  both  sides,  and  the 
case  was  thoroughly  gone  into.  If  it  was  a  matter  of  which  service  was  the 
most  popular  with  the  people  along  the  line  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that 
a  large  majority  are  in  favor  of  the  present  passenger  service  rather  than 
the  former  passenger  service,  but  there  are  other  things  the  Commission 
must  take  into  consideration,  particularly  now  when  the  country  is  at  war 
and  the  Government  requires  a  conservation  of  energy  and  material. 

The  Commission  found,  in  its  former  order,  that  the  Browns  Valley 
Branch  in  the  year  ending  November  30,  1915  originated  and  terminated 
$326,181.34  worth  of  business,  and  that  was  a  poor  year  for  railroads  in  this 
section.  It  was  admitted  at  the  hearing  that  this  'branch  was  paying  and  it 
is  probably  doing  better  this  year  than  in  1915;  and  the  present  prospects 
for  crops  in  the  section  served  by  this  branch  are  such  that  much  larger 
ings  for  the  balance  of  the  year  may  be  reasonably  anticipated. 

The  Commission  found  in  its  order  of  March  10th,  1916,  that  the  freight 
service  was  unreasonable;  that  it  frequently  takes  a  week  for  less  than  car- 
load freight  shipped  from  Saint  Paul,  Minneapolis  or  Wjillmar  to  reach  its 
destination  at  Browns  Valley  and  other  stations  on  that  line;  that  freight 
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also  frequently  remains  in  Morris  five  or  six  days  before  being  transferred 
to  the  branch  line;  and  that  the  freight  cars  were  so  crowded  that  delivery 
coud  not  be  made  at  stations  .and  freight  had  to  be  carried  to  other  stations, 
causing  great  delay  and  inconvenience. 

Upon  examination  of  all  the  evidence  given  at  the  former  nearing  and  at 
the  hearing  on  Jiis  application,  the  Commission  is  satisfied  that  this  branch 
cannot  reasonably  be  served  with  less  than  daily  freight  service  each  way. 
It  is  conceded  by  the  Company  that  during  the  time  of  the  movement  of  the 
crops  they  have  to  run  a  great  many  extras  on  this  branch  to  take  care  of 
the  business.  No  shipper  knows  when  these  extras  are  to  be  run  and  they 
only  furnish  accomodations  for  the  movement  of  grain  and  other  carload 
freight.  During  the  time  they  were  run,  before  the  order  of  March  10,  1916, 
trains  for  way  freight  were  still  found  to  be  overcrowded  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  Company  was  unable  to  unload  at  the  stations  and  for  that  reason 
carried  freight  by  and  delayed  it  two  or  three  days. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  running  of  the  day  coach  from  Saint 
Paul  to  Browns  Valley  can  be  dispensed  with;  that  a  daily  (except  Sunday) 
passenger  train  from  Morris  to  Browns  Valley,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
present  passenger  train  is  run,  to  be  composed  of  an  engine,  a  combination 
baggage  and  smoking  car  and  one  modern  passenger  coach,  will  be  reason- 
able under  existing  conditions;  and  that  daily  freight  service  be  furnished  as 
at  present,  with  the  continuation  of  passenger  service  on  the  freight  trains. 

It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  order  of  March  10,  1916  be  so  modified  as  to  al- 
low the  service  herein  mentioned  to  be  put  in  effect  on  the  13th  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSKX. 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  May  7th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A.-2248.  In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  citizens  of  Buhl 
for  improved  train  service — On  October  29,  1917,  the  citizens  of 
Buhl,  Minn.,  filed  a  complaint  with  the  commission  alleging  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  train  service  furnished  by  the  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  Railway  Company,  and  asking  that  the  company  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  adequate  train  service,  and  that  it  also  be  required 
t«>  change  the  name  of  its  station,  known  as  Sharon,  to  Buhl  and  to 
move  the  station  within  the  village  limits  of  Buhl. 

A  copy  of  the  eomplainl  was  served  upon  the  company  and  il  was 
required  to  satisfy  the  same  within  !>()  days.  Instead  of  an 
answer  ln-inj:  returned  within  the  specified  time  there  was  an  agree- 
ment made  to  extend  the  tim.'  for  answer  until  January  10,  1918. 

Respondent's  answer  was  duly  received  on  January  10th  and  as 
it  was  a  general  denial  of  the  relief  asked  for,  the  commission  or- 
dered ;i  li.-jirinir  to  take  place  at  the  Crand  Central  hotel,  Buhl. 
Minn..  .Janu  l!Ms  :  this  date  IM-'IULT  later  changed  to  March  15, 

1!M^.     and     tot     rarioUl  for    hearing     l»y     mjiirs' 

either   complainant    or    respondent    no    less    than    four   times 
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111  the  meantime  many  letters  were  exchanged  between  the 
Commission  and  the  attorneys  for  both  sides,  resulting  in  the  filing 
of  a  stipulation  asking  for  the  dismissal  of  the  case,  which  request 
was  granted  as  an  amicable  settlement  had  been  reached. 

A-2203.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Duluth  for  improved  train  service 
on  the  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company — For  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time  there  has  been  more  or  less  newspaper 
publicity  given  the  question  of  the  passenger  service  in  and  out  of 
the  city  of  Duluth.  This  culminated  in  the  filing  of  a  lengthy  pe- 
tition on  July  19,  1917  by  Fryberger,  Fulton  &  Spear,  attorneys  for 
the  city  of  Duluth,  alleging  failure  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
Company  to  furnish  proper  train  service  on  its  lines  running  to  the 
western  border  of  the  state,  and  further  alleging  discrimination  ir 
the  rates  of  fare  charged  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  transportation  of  passengers  out  of  Duluth. 

A  copy  of  the  complaint  was  promptly  served  upon  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  Company  with  an  order  requiring  it  to  answer  said 
complaint,  but  there  was  a  delay  in  filing  an  answer,  due  to  an 
agreement  between  the  attorneys  for  the  complainant  and  respond- 
ent, and  owing  to  numerous  conferences  being  held  between  the  in- 
terested parties  it  was  not  until  November  23,  1917  that  the  answer 
of  the  railway  company  was  received,  in  which  it  made  a  general  de- 
nial of  the  relief  asked  for. 

The  case  was  therefore  set  for  a  hearing  at  the  Commercial  club 
rooms  in  the  city  of  Duluth,  on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1918,  at  10 
o'clock;  which  took  place  before  Commissioners  .Mills,  Jacobson 
and  Putnam;  the  railway  company  being  represented  by  its  at- 
torney, Chas.  Donnelly,  and  the  complainant  by  H.  B.  Fryberger, 
attorney.  A  large  amount  of  testimony  was  offered  and  numerous 
exhibits  were  filed  by  both  parties,  anh  the  hearing  was  then 
closed. 

On  March  21,  1918  the  commission  made  its  findings  and  order  as 
follows : 


BEFORE   THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

A.  L.  Warner,  complainant,  vs.  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
respondent. 

Petition  complaining  of  unreasonable  service  furnished  the  City  of  Duluth 
and  asking  that  respondent  be  required  to  run  its  trains  all  in  Minne- 
sota and  furnish  reasonable  service. 
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This  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  all  members  of  the  (Commission, 
in  the  City  of  Duluth,  on  January  8th  and  9th,  1918.  The  Complainant  ap- 
pears! by  H.  B.  Fryberger,  Esq.,  his  attorney;  and  the  respondent  by  Charles 
Donnelly,  Esq.,  its  attorney. 

After  hearing  the  evidence  the  Commission  finds  the  following  facts: 

That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  respondent's  predecessor 
and  hereinafter  called  the  Railroad  Company,  was  incorporated  by  an  Act  of 
Congress  approved  March  10,  1869,  and  authorized  by  said  Act  to  lay  out, 
locate,  construct,  furnish,  maintain,  and  enjoy  a  continuous  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line,  with  the  appurtenances,  namely,  beginning  at  a  point  on  Lake 
Superior,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  or  Wisconsin;  thence  westerly  by  the 
most  eligible  railroad  route,  as  shall  be  determined  by  said  company,  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  on  a  line  north  of  the  forty-fifth  degree 
v>f  latitude  to  some  point  on  Puget  Sound. 

By  Section  18  of  said  Act  it  is  provided  that  the  Northern  Pacific  nail- 
i-oad  Company  shall  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  any  state  thru 
which  any  portion  of  said  railroad  line  may  pass,  previous  to  commencing 
the  construction  thereof. 

That  said  Railroad  Company  under  the  provisions  of  said  Act  built  and 
maintained  a  railroad  from  Puget  Sound  to  Ashland,  a  point  on  Lake  Super- 
ior in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  about  75  miles  east  of  Minnesota,  which  for  a 
long  time  was  the  eastern  terminus  of  said  railroad  company,  and  is  now  the 
eastern  terminus  of  Respondent; 

That  before  the  construction  of  said  railroad,  and  complying  with  Sec- 
tion 1?  of  Act  of  Congress,  the  State  of  Minnesota  granted  permission  to  said 
Railroad  Company  to  build  its  line  of  road  thru  the  State  of  Minnesota  by 
Chapter  69  of  the  Special  Laws  of  1&65,  approved  March  2nd  of  that  year; 
that  in  said  Act  it  was  provided; 

"That  should  the  said  company  elect  to  make  the  eastern 
terminus  of  said  road  east  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  then  and  in  that  case,  they  shall  construct  or 
cause  to  be  constructed  a  line  of  railroad  from  the  said  main 
line  to  the  navigable  water  of  Lake  Superior,  within  the  State 
of  Minnesota." 

This  Act  required  the  construction  of  a  road  from  some  point  in  Minne- 
sota to  Lake  Superior,  wholly  within  said  State.  That  is  its  only  reasonable 
construction.  The  object  of  this  condition  is  quite  plain,  viz.:  to  place  the 
part  of  this  railroad  that  was  to  be  constructed  in  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
under  its  laws  ,so  that  the  state  might  have  regulation  and  control  of  it  to 
the  head  of  the  Great  Lakes,  there  connecting  with  water  transportation 
east. 

The  Respondent  is  a  corporation  organized  under  the  Laws  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  and  came  into  lawful  possession  of  the  railroad  built  uiul«  r 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  and  its  ownership  and  possession  is 
subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  said  Act  of  Congress  and  the  Laws  of  this 
State. 

Respond  -w,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been  operating  all  the  lines 

built  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  That  Respondent  is  now, 

at  tin-  time  of  tiling  of  the  complaint  herein,  was  operating  the  following 
passenger  train  service  to  and  from  Duluth: 

West  Bound  Service:     Train  known  as  No.  55,  leaving  Duluth  at  7:50 
V  \!  .  r.  Mhln|    BUplfl     .1-  1:00  o'clo<  ;    r    M  .  and  thru  its  con  ructions  r« 
\I\K  Moorhi-ail  at  5:81  i'    M.  N'<>.  57  leaving  Duluth  at  7:30  P.  M.,  arriving  at 

•  i  ::;:,  A    M  ,  and  Moorhead  at  5::::  A    M 

East  Bound  Service;  Train  N«>.  "'-  1-  a v Ing  Staples  at  1:35  P.  M.,  and 
arriving  at  Duluth  at  6:40  P.  M.  No.  58  leaving  Staples  at  3:10  A.  M.,  and 
arriving  at  Duluth  8:1.".  A  M. 
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That  ail  of  the  above  mentioned  trains,  both  east  and  west,  run  inter- 
state;  that  Respondent  has  a  line  from  Duluth  to  Staples  all  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  which  is  seven  (7)  miles  shorter  than  its  route  thru  Superior, 
Wisconsin:  that  it  has  been  the  pract !•»•«•  of  Respondent  10  refuse  to  furnish 
sleeping  car  accomodations  to  parties  taking  their  train  at  Carlton  and  other 
stations  on  this  line  in  Minnesota,  to  Moorhead  and  other  points  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  that  it  has  refused  to  furnish  information  as  to  whether  pas- 
sengers going  east  from  Moorhead  and  other  Minnesota  stations,  could  ob- 
tain aecomodations  on  its  sleeper  run  from  Fargo  to  Duluth. 

This  service  fails  to  make  connection  with  Respondent's  trains  running 
thru  Minnesota  north  to  East  Grand  Forks  and  to  points  west  tnru  Dakota 
to  Wlinnepeg,  Manitoba ;  that  said  service  is  unreasonable  and  unfair  to  the 
people  of  the  City  of  Duluth  and  the  country  tributary  thereto  in  this  State, 
and  has  been  maintained  for  the  express  purpose  of  avoiding  the  Laws  of 
this  State.  The  trains  are  so  operated  that  a  passenger  coming  from  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  on  Respondent's  road,  to  get  reasonable  service  into  the  City  of 
Duluth,  has  to  travel  by  way  of  the  Twin  Cities,  thus  making  a  journey  of 
300  miles  subject  to  all  the  inconvenience  and  expense  incident  to  that  much 
travel,  which  is  quite  considerable  to  a  man  of  moderate  means  even  if  the 
railroad  fare  is  the  same. 

In  order  to  fully  perform  its  obligation  as  a  carrier  to  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Duluth  and  the  country  tributary  thereto,  Respondent  should  carry 
a  thru  sleeping  car  from  Duluth  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  but  this  is  something 
that  this  commission  nor  no  other  governing  body  (unless  it  is  the  Director 
General  of  Railroads  at  Washington)  has  authority  to  do,  as  the  railroads 
have  so  far  been  able  to  pursuade  Congre.ss  not  to  give  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  jurisdiction  over  interstate  train  service  unless  it  is  a 
case  of  discrimination.  Prior  to  1901  the  evidence  shows  that  the  service  to 
points  in  Minnesota  to  and  from  Duluth  was  reasonable.  If  it  were  not  that, 
the  country  is  at  war  and  it  is  necessary  to  conserve  expense  in  operation 
and  equipment,  this  Commission  would  order  an  extra  train  between  Duluth 
and  Staples,  but  under  the  present  conditions  has  concluded  not  to  do  this 
at  this  time. 

The  Commission  finds  the  daily  passenger  service  in  this  order  to  be 
reasonable  and  necessary  for  the  proper  accomodation  of  the  public; 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  Respondent  on  or  ibefore  the  28th  day  of 
April,  1918,  put  into  effect  and  operate  over  its  line  entirely  within  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  the  following  passenger  train  service,  and  continue  said  serv- 
ice until  the  further  order  of  this  Commission: 

Run  No.  55  by  leaving  Duluth  no  earlier  than  7:15  A.  M.,  arriving  at 
Staples  at  12:00  Noon,  and  Moorhead  at  5:32  P.  M. 

Run  57  by  leaving  Duluth  at  7:30  P.  M.,  arriving  at  Staples  at  1:35  A.  M., 
making  connections  there  .and  transferring  sleeping  car  to  train  arriving  at 
Moorhead  about  5:37  in  the  morning. 

Run  56  so  that  it  connects  at  Staples  with  the  Manitoba  Limited  (No.  14), 
and  arrives  in  Duluth  not  later  than  10:35  P.  M. 

Run  a  sleeping  car  from  Moorhead  tc  oonnect  with  No.  58,  carrying  it  to 
Duluth  and  arriving  there  about  8:15  in  the  morning. 

That  respondent  furnish  sleeping  car  aecomodations  at  its  regular  rates 
between  stations  in  Minnesota  on  trains  it  is  hereby  required  to  carry  sleep- 
ers, and  find  out  .by  wire  and  advise  passengers  on  request  a  reasonable 
time  before  the  arrival  of  said  trains  whether  such  aecomodations  can  be 
had. 

If  the  Respondent  chooses  to  operate  a  sleeping  car  thru  from  Duluth 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  and  return  on  the  trains  above  described  and  required 
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to  carry  a  sleeper,  and  charge  the  passenger  fares  it  would  be  lawful  to 
charge  if  the  train  was  operated  between  Duluth  and  Moorhead  wholly  in 
ih«-  State  of  Minnesota,  the  Commission  will  allow  the  operation  thru  S'uper- 
ior  instead  of  on  the  State  Line. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  March  21st,  A.  D.  1918. 

NOTE: — The  Complainant  asks  that  Respondent  be  required  to  run  its 
trains  between  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  over  the  old  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  line  all 
in  Minnesota.  This  matter  was  considered  once  before  by  the  Commission 
and  Respondent  was  allowed  to  run  part  of  its  trains  thru  Superior.  It  was 
not  shown  at  this  hearing  that  that  order  was  unwise,  or  that  it  ought  to  be 
modified,  so  at  this  time  no  order  in  that  regard  is  made. 


On  April  1st  a  lengthy  telegram  was  received  from  the  general 
counsel  for  the  director  general  of  Railroads,  asking  for  some  further 
information  as  to  the  public  necessity  for  such  an  order.  To  this 
telegram  a  complete  ans\v« -r  was  made,  of  which  the  attorneys  for 
complainant  were  duly  advised.  There  were  numerous  letters  ex- 
changed between  interested  parties  and  at  the  request  of  II.  B.  Fry- 
berger  the  order  of  March  21,  1918  was  modified  when  the  commis- 
sion issued  the  following  order : 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION   OF    THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 
A    L.  Warner,  Complainant, 

vs. 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Respondent. 

Petition  complaining  of  unreasonable  service  furnished  the  City  of  Duluth 
and  asking  that  Respondent  be  required  to  run  its  trains  all  in  Minne- 
sota and  furnish  reasonable  service. 

After  further  consideration,  in  the  above  entitled  matter,  of  the  Com- 
mission's order  of  March  21,  1918,  and  on  the  petition  of  Complainant. 

It    Is  Ordered,  That  said  order  of  March  21,  1918  be,  and  the  same  is 

hereby  amended  by  striking  out  that  part  of  said  order  which  reads  "Kun 

56  so  that  it  connects  at  Staples  with  the  Manitoba  Limited  (No.  14).  and  ar 

in  Duluth  not  later  than  10:35  I'.  M.."  and  insert  instead  "Kun  No.  56 

on  its  present  schedule. " 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUS 

•  retary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  April  sth.  A     I  >.  1918. 

After    sninr    further    eonvNpolidi'liee    ;md    1  lie    rXl'llJlll  tf««    0 

telegrams  l>.-tw«Tii  tin-  railroad  administration  and  tin-  commission, 
the  order  <>f  M.in-li  -J1.  ]!M>  \\as  a^ain  slightly  modified,  when  tin5 
following  ,,nler  \vas  ivsiirj  on  May  1st: 
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BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    TI1K 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

A.  L.  Warner,  Complainant, 

vs. 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Respondent. 

Petition  complaining  of  unreasonable  service  furnished  the  City  of  Duluth 
and  asking  that  Respondent  be  required  to  run  its  trains  all  in  Minnesota 
and  furnish  reasonable  service. 

After  further  consideration,  IT  IS  ORDERED,  that  the  order  of  March 
21st,  1918  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  allow  said  Railroad 
Company  to  run  Train  No.  55  leaving  Duluth  not  earlier  than  7:00  A.  M.,  and 
to  reach  Staples  not  later  than  12:10  P.  M.  This  will  make  connection  with 
the  train  going  west  to  Winnipeg.  Said  train  shall  always  be  run  so  as  to 
maint.iin  this  connection,  until  further  order  of  the  Commission. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal.)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  1st,  A.  D.  1918. 


Since  this  order  was  issued  there  has  been  considerable  corre- 
spondence, but  no  complete  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  com- 
mission, and  while  the  case  is  closed  so  far  as  this  commission  is 
concerned  the  citizens  of  Duluth  evidently  intended  to  revive  it  at 
some  later  date. 


SIDE,  INDUSTRY  AND  SPUR  TRACKS. 

There  have  existed  in  this  state  for  a  number  of  years  numerous 
spur  tracks,  located  at  points  outside  the  regular  station  grounds, 
built  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  handling  of  forest  products, 
and  the  output  of  industries  located  at  points  where  the  necessary 
raw  material  was  available,  and  the  finished  product  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  handle  by  wagon  to  the  indus- 
try tracks  located  at  the  regular  station. 

In  normal  times  these  tracks  were  allowed  to  remain  undis- 
turbed, even  though  the  industry  had  ceased  operations,  probably  in 
the  hope  that  operations  might  be  resumed  at  the  plant  served  by 
the  spur. 

The  steadily  rising  cost  of  rails  and  track  fastenings  and  the 
difficulty  in  securing  the  necessary  supply,  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  high  prices  paid  for  scrap  rail  no  longer  servireable  in  the 
track,  compelled  the  carriers  to  take  steps  to  salvage  all  such  'ma- 
terial, either  for  use  at  other  points  or  to  sell  for  scrap. 
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For  this  reason  the  commission,  during  the  past  year,  has  been 
called  upon  to  hear  more  applications  for  permission  to  remove 
disused  spurs,  than  has  ever  before  been  the  case.  Each  applica- 
tion necessitated  a  personal  visit  to  the  location  of  the  spur,  either 
l>y  some  member  of  the  commission  or  one  of  its  representatives,  and 
under  the  law  requires  considerable  detail  work. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  case  heard : 

A-11G6.  Application  of  citizens  of  Staples  for  unloading  track 
near  stockyards  This  is  a  case  originally  coming  before  the  com- 
mission informally  in  1!M:>  and  covers  what  was  originally  known  as 
Dower  Lake  station  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway,  which  is  now 
and  has  been  for  some  time  a  part  of  the  railway  company's  yard  at 
Staples.  It  has  to  do  more  particularly  with  the  question  of  some 
character  of  loading  facility  at  a  point  suitable  and  convenient,  and 
fairly  safe  from  an  operating  standpoint,  where  shippers  can  load 
and  unload  various  commodities  without  making  it  necessary  for 
them  to  haul  by  team  to  the  freight  house  track  at  Staples. 

A  lira  ring  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  St.  Charles  hotel,  Staples 
on  Tuesday,  January  22nd,  1918,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  all  in- 
terested parties  a  chance  to  be  heard. 

At  the  hearing  held  in  accordance  with  the  order,  the  case  was 
heard  before  Commissioner  Jacobson,  the  company  being  represented 
by  D.  F.  Lyon,  its  assistant  general  counsel  and  E.  J.  Hackenberg, 
division  superintendent;  and  the  citizens  by  W.  H.  Poore,  T.  J. 
Sharkey  and  about  60  others. 

After  hearing  the  evidence  and  making  an  examination  of  the 
track,  in  company  with  W.  Kearton,  engineer  of  the  commission. 
the  case  was  closed  and  was  finally  disposed  of  on  February  27,  1918, 
when  the  commission  made  its  findings  and  order  as  follows: 


BBTORE    THE    RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Petition  of  .»n  tin-  Nortlu-rn  Pacific  Railway  in 

the  vicinity  of  Staples.  Minnesota,  for  permission  to  use  a  certain  track 
(designated  as  the  "south  stockyard  trick"),  at  said  station,  for  load* 
ink'  ^nd  unloading  various  commodities. 

r.rik'  in  0  >n.  ]>ursu:ini  to  notice  duly  given,  be- 

fore st.  Charles  Hotel,  Staples,  Minn.,  at  1:00 

P.   M..  Tuesday.  J.-inu.u-y  12nd,    V   I>.   1918. 

'I  hen-  ;i  n  behalf  of  the  Petitioners:     Mr.  W.  H.  Poore 

Tills.  Mr.   P.en   Mc<  lilvrav.   Mr    (',.  B.  MontgOir  P.  O.  Bean.    M:     II     <> 


244  THIRTY-FOURTH  AXNUAL  RKPORT 

Davie,  Mr.  T.  J.  Sharkey.  Mr.  B.  D.  Jacquiz,  Mr.  J.  T.  Sichultz,  Mr.  Henry 
Corthis,  Mr.  Frank  Trelinworth  and  about  50  others,  all  interested  in  this 
matter. 

There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  Respondent;  Mr.  D.  F.  Lyon,  assistant 
'general  counsel,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Hackenberg,  division  superintendent. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  tracks  originally  used  for  loading  pur- 
poses at  said  stockyards  are  not  used  for  that  purpose  any  longer  due  to  the 
interfering  with  the  operation  of  stock  trains  and  the  danger  connected  with 
the  handling  of  teams  and  the  moving  of  cars  adjacent  to  and  in  the  yards 
at  that  point; 

That  the  present  loading  track  east  of  the  passenger  depot  (near  Sixth 
Street)  is  not  adequate  to  take  care  of  the  business  at  said  point,  and  is  not 
properly  situated  to  accomodate  shippers  living  west  of  the  city; 

That  there  is  a  demand  for  and  that  it  is  necessary  that  further  facili- 
ties for  loading  and  unloading  cars  be  furnished  the  public  at  the  point  in 
question ; 

That  a  spur  track  with  a  capacity  for  loading  or  unloading  three  (3) 
cars  should  be  situated  commencing  at  a  point  410  feet  east  from  the  stock- 
yards and  connecting  with  the  north  stockyard  track,  running  westward  a 
distance  of  about  150  feet,  to  'be  used  for  loading  and  unloading  cars  to  and 
from  teams. 

Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  said  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany construct  and  maintain  a  spur  track  commencing  at  a  point  on  the 
north  stockyard  track  410  feet  easterly  from)  the  eastern  end  of  the  stock 
yard,  said  spur  track  to  run  westerly  about  150  feet,  having  a  capacity  of  not 
less  than  three  (3)  cars  in  the  clear  spotted  for  loading  and  unloading  to 
and  from  teams. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  February  27th,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-1655.  In  re  side  track  for  United  States  Bedding  Company 
from  Great  Northern  Railway — On  page  238  of  the  report  for  1917 
will  be  found  a  complete  history  of  this  case  up  to  the  time  of  the 
filing  of  an  order  by  the  commission  on  May  26,  1917. 

Following  this  order  the  Bedding  company  filed  a  bond  and  the 
case  rested  until  August  9,  1917,  when  the  interested  parties  ap- 
peared before  the  commission  seeking  a  modification  of  the  order 
of  May  26th,  and  by  agreement  between  the  parties  in  interest,  the 
commission  on  September  1,  1917,  signed  an  order  staying  proceed- 
ings under  its  order  of  May  26th,  until  April  15,  1918. 

Thereafter  on  May  16,  1918  a  long  communication  was  received 
from  R.  H.  Aishton,  who  had  'been  appointed  Regional  Director 
under  the  Federal  Railroad  Administration,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended that  the  construction  of  the  spur  be  deferred. 

This  request  was  submitted  to  the  attorneys  for  the  Bedding  com- 
pany, Durment,  Moore  &  Oppenheimer,  witK  the  result  that  this 
firm  filed. vigorous  objection  to  any  modification  of  the  order  of 
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the  commission  or  the  stipulation   entered  into,   and  their  answer 
was  communicated  to  Mr.  Aishton. 

The  condemnation  proceedings  instituted  under  the  order  of  the 
commission  were  ordered  dismissed  by  the  Federal  Regional  Di- 
rector, and  from  this  order  the  Bedding  company  appealed  to  the 
District  court  of  Ramsey  county  for  a  writ  of  mandamus,  requiring 
the  railway  company  to  prosecute  its  condemnation  suit:  but,  on 
August  l'>.  1!Ms,  by  an  order  issued  by  Judge  0.  B.  Lewis  the  writ 
of  mandamus  was  denied  and  the  condemnation  action  was  ordered 
dismissed. 

Thus    the    liedding   company    remains    without   the   relief   they 
irht,  which  it  appears  the  court  did  not  feel  was  necessary  at  the 
time,  in  view  of  the  war  needs  of  the  government,  so  far  as  they 
applied  to  the  railroads  of  the  country. 

A  .12206.  In  the  matter  of  increased  trackage  facilities  at  the  G. 
E.  Gee  Elevator  Company's  plant,  Minneapolis,  Minn. — On  October 
(5,  11)17  a  formal  application  was  filed  with  the  commission  by  the 
Minneapolis  Traffic  Association,  on  behalf  of  the  Gee  Elevator  com- 
pany, asking  for  an  order  requiring  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
Company  to  construct  additional  trackage  at  its  plant,  sufficient  to 
allow  of  the  proper  handling  of  its  business. 

This  application  was  the  outcome  of  an  informal  correspondence 
conducted  between  the  Grain  Company  and  the  commission,  and  on 
its  n-ceipt  an  order  was  served  upon  the  railway  company,  along 
with  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  requiring  it  to  satisfy  the  same  or 
answer  within  20  days. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  answer  of  the  railway  company  denying  the 
relief  sought,  the  commission  set  the  case  for  hearing  at  its  office  in 
the  Capitol  for  10  a.  m.,  Monday.  November  12,  1917:  the  date*  be- 

iny  changed  later  to  November  !.">,  1!MS,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
order  the  case  came  on   for  hearing  at   the  time  appointed,  all  mcm- 
<if  the  commission  bein«r  present. 

The  railroad  company  was  represented  by  |).  !•'.  L\ons,  attorney 
and  Newman  Kline,  superintendent,  and  the  Gee  Grain  Company 
by  \V.  I'.  Trickett  and  T.  A.  M.-drath,  of  the  Commerce  association. 
and  Mr.  <J.  K.  Gee,  president  of  the  «rr;,m  company. 

It   developed  at   the  hearing  that    the   real   issue   in   the 
the  ijue.stion  of  the  purchase  of  si  i  fli  ,•  ie  1 1 1   additional   property  to  al- 
low of  the  expansion  of  the  trackage,  the  railway  company  exp 


246  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

sing  a  willingness  to  furnish  everything  necessary  if  the  grain  com- 
pany would  acquire  the  necessary  land. 

The  grain  company  however  claimed  that  they  had  been  led  to 
believe  that  sufficient  trackage  would  be  furnished  as  needed,  and 
argued  that  the  railway  company  should  furnish  the  right-of-way. 

After  considering  the  case  the  commission  on  November  20,  1917 
issued  its  findings  and  order  as  follows: 


BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THr, 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

G.  E.  Gee  Grain  Company,  Complainant, 

vs. 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Respondent. 

This  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  on  the  15th  day 
of  November  A.  D.  1917,  Mr.  T.  A.  McGrath  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Trickett  appear- 
ing for  the  Complainant  and  Mr.  D.  F.  Lyons  for  the  Respondent. 

Complainant  is  a  corporation  engaged  in  the  elevator  and  grain  business 
in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  Hennepin  Coumty,  Minnesota.  Respondent  is  a 
railroad  corporation  organized  under  the  Laws  of  Wisconsin  and  doing  busi- 
ness in  said  City  and  County,  and  Complainant's  elevator  for  a  long  time 
has  been  located  on  its  trackage. 

This  proceeding  was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  Re- 
spondent to  furnish  Complainant  with  trackage  to  its  elevator  situated  at 
112  Polk  Streeit  Northeast,  Minneapolis.  The  Complainant's  elevator  was 
located  on  its  present  site  when  the  railroad  was  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railway  Company — Respondent's  predecessor. 

After  the  Respondent  acquired  the  interests  of  the  Sit.  Paul  .and  Duluth, 
and  some  time  before  the  commencement  of  these  proceedings,  the  question 
of  additional  facilities  for  Complainant's  elevator  was  under  discussion  be- 
tween the  Complainant  and  the  Respondent.  It  is  conceded  by  Respondent 
that  additional  trackage  is  neces&ary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  Com- 
plainant's business,  and  that  fact  is  found  by  the  Commission,  and  the  Re- 
spondent is  willing  to  furnish  such  additional  trackage,  pay  all  the  expense 
of  construction,  including  all  material  necessary,  if  Complainant  will  furnish 
the  right  of  way;  but  Complainant  contends  that  the  fact  that  it  had  in- 
formed Respondent  before  it  had  changed  its  trackage  to  accommodate  other 
industries,  that  it  needed  more  trackage  for  its  increasing  business,  makes 
it  Respondent's  duty  to  furnish  the  right  of  way  for  the  now  necessary  im- 
provements. 

The  evidence  submitted  is  not  sufficient  to  establish  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties  that  the  railway  company  would  furnish  this  right  of  way. 
Section  4284  of  the  General  Statutes  of  1913,  as  amended  by  chapter  287, 
General  Laws  of  1917,  requires  that  the  right  of  way  in  such  cases  shall  be. 
furnished  by  the  parties  desiring  the  trackage.  The  Commission  has  no 
authority  to  order  otherwise.  Complainant  is  entitled  to  'additional  trackage 
to  its  industry,  and  if  the  right  of  way  cannot  be  oibtained  by  them  at  a  price 
which  they  are  willing  to  pay,  they  have  a  right  to  have  it  condemned  under 
the  power  of  Eminent  Domain  possessed  by  Respondent,  and  the  Commission 
finds  that  the  trackage  hereinafter  described  is  the  proper  trackage  to  be 
erected  to  serve  Complainant's  industry. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  upon  furnishing  the  Respondent  the  right 
of  way  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  trackage  hereinafter  described,  the 
Respondent  immediately  construct  such  trackage  to  Complainant's  elevator, 
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viz;  extend  the  railroad  tracks  now  serving  the  G.  E.  Gee  Grain  Elevator  in 
East  Minneapolis  in  a  northeasterly  direction  on  to  and  over  Lots  Nos.  7,  9 
and  10  of  Block  22,  and  Lots  IXos.  5,  6,  8  and  9  of  Block  21  of  Ramsey,  Lock- 
wood  and  Others  Addition  to  St.  Anthony  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  Henne- 
pin  county.  Minnesota,  as  indicated  in  "brown"  on  the  attached  blue  print 
plan  marked  "Exhibit  'A'  "  hereto  annexed  and  made  a  part  of  tbys  Order. 
In  case  complainant  is  unable  to  make  arrangements  satisfactory  to  it  for 
procuring  the  right  of  way  for  such  trackage  and  requests  respondent  to  se- 
cure the  same  by  condemnation  proceedings,  and  agrees  to  pay  for  the  right 
of  way  and  all  expenses  incurred  by  respondent  in  acquiring  the  same,  then 
within  thirty  (30)  days  after  such  request,  Respondent  shall  commence  and 
prosecute  with  all  convenient  speed  proceedings  in  a  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  in  the  proper  county  to  acquire  such  right  of  way.  The 
right  of  way  when  so  acquired,  and  trackage  is  placed  upon  it,  shall  become 
a  right  of  way  of  the  respondent  for  the  service  of  the  complainant  and  all 
other  purposes,  except  that  Respondent  shall  at  all  times  serve  complainant's 
elevator.  A  "bond  would  have  been  required  to  indemnify  the  company  s 
moneys  it  is  required  to  pay  for  right  of  way  and  expenses,  had  same  not 
been  waived  by  counsel. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  November  20th,  A.  D.  1917. 


Following  the  issuance  of  this  order  the  parties  interested  en- 
deavored to  bring  the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  and  num- 
erous letters  were  exchanged,  but  no  definite  settlement  had  been 
reached,  when,  on  April  11,  1918,  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Company  filed  a 
petition  asking  to  be  allowed  to  intervene  in  the  case. 

After  considering  the  petition  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Company,  the 
commission  denied  the  petition  by  the  following  order : 


BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

G.  E.  Gee  Grain  Company  Complainant. 

vs. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Respondent. 

Petition  of  Pioneer  Fuel  Company  for  Leave  to  File  Complaint  in 
Intervention. 

On  the  20th  day  of  November,  1917.  the  Commission  made  an  order  in 
the  above  entitled  mutter,  requiring  the  respondent  to  condemn  certain  hint! 
and  build  a  track  to  complainant's  Hevator.     Complainant,  under  the  laws  of 
this  state,  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  this  trackage  and   the  company  ton 
ceded  on  the  h<*;mnKii.  the  only  question  beiim  the  terms  and  t;  .»n  of 

'•<.     The  company  i  .dy  and  willing  to  comply  with  tho  order 

of  the  Comm  !i  day  oi'  April  th-  inpany,  a 

•  oration  organi/«-d   under  tin-  laws  of  iho  State  of  Minnesota,   tiled   with 
the   Com  D).'    leave   to    int  .•rvr-no   in    the  case   and    that 

the  order  of  November  20th  be  set  asid'  :m  that    it    is  tin*  ownor  of 

the  land  which  in  <>ml. -inn. -d  and  t!,  ies  to  use  it  for  a  coal 
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yard  and  would  soon  eivi-t  i-oal  sheds  iheivon,  and  tliat  it  would  be  injurious 
to  it  to  allow  the  property  to  >be  taken  for  this  purpose;  also  saying  that  its 
property  had  at  one  time  been  leased  to  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  and 
that  company  had  been  induced  to  lease  other  property  of  the  Northern  Paci- 
fic, which  it  now  occupies;  and  that,  the  Northern  Pacific  had  other  property 
which  it  could  lease  to  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company,  and  the  property  now 
occupied  By  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Company  could  be  used  for  furnishing  track- 
age to  complainant. 

To  open  this  case  would  cause  a  great  delay  and  it  is  no  telling  at  what 
time  the  complainants  would  obtain  the  trackage.  It  might  be  delayed  for 
years,  and  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Company  will  be  perfectly  protected  in  the  con- 
demnation proceedings  and  receive  adequate  compensation  for  any  ot  its 
property  that  is  taken  and  the  damage  done  to  the  remainder  of  the  property. 

The  Commission,  after  considering  the  matter,  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
should  not  consider  the  petition  for  intervention,  and  the  right  to  intervene 
is  therefore  denied. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St  Paul,  Minn.,  April  16th,  A.  D.  1918. 


After  the  service  of  this  order  some  further  correspondence  fol- 
lowed and  on  May  23,  '1918,  at  the  request  of  the  complainant,  the 
commission  amended  its  order  of  November  20,  1917,  by  the  follow- 
ing order: 

BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

G.  E.  Gee  Grain  Company,  Complainant, 

vs. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Respondent. 

Re-increased  trackage  facilities  at  the  G.  E.  Gee  Elevator  Company, 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

Upon  motion  of  the  complainant  in  the  above  entitled  proceeding,  and 
the  respondent  consenting  thereto,  the  last  paragraph  of  the  order  of  the 
Commission,  dated  November  20th.  A.  D.  1917,  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows:  , 

"It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  upon  furnishing  the  respondent  the  right 
of  way  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  trackage  hereinafter  described,  the 
respondent  immediately  construct  such  trackage  to  and  from  complainant's 
elevator,  viz:  extend  and  rearrange  the  railroad  tracks  now  serving  the  G. 
E  Gee  Grain  Elevator  in  East  Minneapolis  in  a  northwesterly  direction  on  to 
and  over  lots  Nos.  seven  (7),  nine  (9)  and  ten  (10)  of  Block  No.  22,  and  also 
on  to  and  over  all  of  that  part  or  one-half  of  Lot  12,  Block  22,  lying  South  of 
a  line  drawn  from  the  Northwest  corner  of  said  Lot  No.  12,  Block  No.  22,  to 
the  Southeast  corner  thereof  and  also  on  to  and  over  Lots  INbs.  five  (5),  six 
(6),  eight  (8)  and  nine  (9)  of  Block  IN'o.  21,  all  of  Ramsey  Lockwood  and 
Other  Additions  to  St.  Anthony  in  the  City  of  Minneapolis,  Hennepin  county, 
State  of  Minnesota,  as  indicated  in  "Brown"  on  the  attached  blue  print  plan 
marked  "Exhibit  'A'  "  hereto  annexed  >and  made  a  part  of  this  order.  In  case 
complainant  is  unable  to  make  arrangements  satisfactory  to  it  for  procuring 
the  right  of  way  for  such  trackage  and  requests  respondent  to  secure  the 
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same  by  condemnation  proceedings,  and  agrees  to  pay  for  the  right  of  way 
and  all  expenses  incurred  by  respondent  in  acquiring  the  same,  then  within 
thirty  (30)  days  after  such  request,  respondent  shall  commence  and  prose- 
cute with  all  convenient  speed,  proceedings  in  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction in  the  proper  county  to  acquire  such  right  of  way.  The  right  of  way 
when  so  acquired,  and  trackage  is  placed  upon  it,  shall  become  a  right  of 
way  of  the  respondent  for  the  service  of  complainant  and  all  other  purposes, 
except  that  respondent  shall  at  all  times  serve  complainant's  elevator.  A 
bond  would  have  been  required  to  indemnify  the  company  money  it  is  re- 
quired to  pay  for  right  of  way  and  expenses,  had  same  not  been  waived  by 
counsel."  , 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  23rd,  A.  D.  1918. 

Since  this  order  was  issued  the  case  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
legal  department  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  condemnation  proceedings  covering  the  land  needed 
to  complete  the  trackage  arrangement  at  the  Gee  elevator. 

A  -22:>  1 .  Application  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway 
Company  to  remove  spur  track  at  Ray — This  is  an  application  for 
permission  to  remove  a  spur  track  at  Ray,  originally  constructed  for 
the  use  of  Miner  &  Slocum  and  other  shippers  of  forest  products,  but 
is  located  on  private  property  and  hence  is  a  source  of  some  expense 
to  the  carrier  and  apparently  is  no  longer  used  by  the  shippers. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  Rex  hotel,  International 
Falls  on  January  16,  1918,  as  being  the  nearest  available  point,  and 
due  notice  was  given  all  interested  parties. 

Prior  to  the  hearing  a  number  of  interested  shippers  filed  letters 
with  the  commission  protesting  against  the  removal  of  the  spur  and 
at  the  hearing  held  according  to  schedule  there  appeared  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  application  II.  .).  Miner  of  International  Falls  and  A.  A. 
(iilchrist  of  Ray;  no  appearance  being  made  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
pany. 

It  developed  from  the  testimony  that  there  is  still  a  large  amount 
of  timber  products  to  be  moved  from  this  spin-  and  the  commission 
therefore  on  January  22nd  issued  its  findings  and  ord.-r  as  follows: 

:    TIM-:    li.\iu;n.\i>    &ND  WARBHOUSB  COMMISSION    OF    TIM-: 

STATI:  « >r  MINNESOTA. 

In   the  matter  «»f  applie  itinn   for  the  removal   of  spur  i    ihe   l>uluths 

WinmjMu   A  ,  ilnl    in    NovemiH-r.   1911,   for  Messrs. 

Miner  and  Slix-iim.  ;r  unesota. 

.itter  came  on  for  hearing  at  10:00  o'clock   \    M    ..n  HI 

day  «  i»    i!»iv  nation.ii  Fall*,  Minnesota, 

i;mt  to  the  order  of  the  Commission  duly  issued. 
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There  appeared  in  opposition  to  the  said  application,  Mr.  H.  J.  Miner  of 
International  Falls,  Minnesota,  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Gilchrist  of  Ray,  Minnesota. 
There  was  no  appearance  on  the  part  of  the  applicant. 

The  Commission  finds;  that  said  spur  track  was  installed  in  November, 
1911  by  the  said  Duluth,  Winnepeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and  that  the 
partnership  of  Miner  &  Slocum  furnished  a  large  portion  of  the  materials 
for  said  track;  and  paid  a  yearly  rental  for  the  same  for  a  few  years; 

That  said  track  has  been  used  from  said  date  of  installation,  and  is  still 
being  used,  for  the  purpose  of  loading  and  shipping  timber  products,  and  that 
there  is  at  the  present  time  on  lands  adjacent  to  said  spur,  timber  products 
stored  on  said  lands  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  and  loading  on  said  spur; 

That  there  is  adjacent  to  said  spur,  and  within  hauling  distance  thereof, 
a  large  quantity  of  timber  products  that  will  be  cut  and  ready  for  shipment 
for  a  number  of  years  to  come; 

That  at  said  station  of  Ray,  Minnesota,  there  are  not  sufficient  sidings 
and  spur  tracks  to  take  care  of  the  loading  and  shipping  of  said  timber 
products. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  said  application  of  s.aid  Duluth,  Winnipeg 
&  Pacific  Railway  Company  to  remove  the  spur  track  installed  ai  Ray,  Min- 
nesota, in  the  month  of  November,  1911,  for  Messrs.  Miner  &  Slocum,  be 
denied. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  22nd,  A.  D.  1918. 


On  April  23,  1918  Mr.  H.  Baxter,  attorney  for  the  company  filed 
a  request  for  a  re-hearing  alleging  new  facts  in  the  case  and  sub- 
mitting a  number  of  letters  in  support  of  the  application. 

After  due  consideration  of  the  application  the  case  was  closed 
on  May  2nd,  when  the  commission  issued  the  following  order : 


BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Application  for  re-hearing  in  the  original  application  for  the  removal  of  spur 
track  on  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway,  installed  in  Novem- 
iber,  1911,  for  Messrs.  Miner  &  Slocum,  at  Ray,  Minnesota. 

Upon  the  application  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany for  re-hearing  in  the  above  entitled  matter,  the  Commission  finds  that 
no  .additional  facts  are  stated  warranting  the  granting  of  re-hearing. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  for  re-hearing  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  denied. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  2nd,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A  -2357.  Application  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  remove  a  spur  at  Mileage  58.6 — This  is 
an  application,  filed  June  22,  1918,  asking- authority  to  remove  a  dis- 
used spur,  located  between  the  stations  of  Peary  and  Central  Lakes. 
It  was  originally  built  for  one  A.  N.  Peterson,  since  deceased,  but  Mr. 
\V.  II.  Harvey  of  Kveleth.  Minn.,  administrator  of  his  estate  stated 
in  a  letter  dated  August  12,  1918,  that  lit-  had  no  objection  to  the 
removal  of  the  spur. 

A  liearinir  was  scheduled  to  take  place  in  the  office  of  the  com- 
mission on  Tuesday,  August  27,  1918,  at  dO  a.  m.,  and  the  case  came 
up  at  that  time  before  Commissioner  F.  W.  Putnam.  The  company 
was  represented  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Stubbs,  and  there  were  no  other  ap- 
pearances. 

The  case  was  closed  by  the  following  order: 


BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
•    STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway 

Company,  for  permission  to  remove  the  spur  track  -at  Mileage  58.6. 

Hearing  in  the  above  entitled  matter  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
mission at  10:00  A.  M.,  August  27th,  A.  D.  1918,  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  & 

lie  Railway  Company  being  represented  by  R.  M.  Stubbs,  no  appearance 
being  made  by  any  person  objecting  to  the  proposed  removal  of  the  spur. 

W.  H.  Harvey  of  Virginia,  representing  A.  N.  Peterson  (deceased)  for 
whose  use  the  spur  was  originally  built,  advised  the  Commission  in  writing 
under  date  of  August  12th,  1918,  that  there  was  no  objection  to  the  taking  up 
of  the  spur. 

Notice  was  given  by  the  railway  company  to  other  interested  parties  by 
posting  a  notice  at  the  present  location  of  the  spur. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg 
&  Pacific  Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  the  spur  track  at 
Mileage  58.6,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  28th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A  2268,  Application  of  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  remove  spur  at  Mile  Post  136.5  This  ap- 
plieation  is  filed  l.y  A.  K.  Warren,  assistant,  to  the  gnu-nil  manager 
of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pac'il'ir  Kailway  Compa'  .  ing  per- 

don    t»   remove   a   temporary   spur  Iraek   on   its  line,  locate, 1 
tween  the  stations  of  Kimnount  and  Arlmtus,  assigning  as  a  reason 
the  f;irt  that  the  spur  is  no  longer  used.    The  spur  was  originally 
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const  met  ed  Tor  the  use  of  -I.  \V.  Burgeson  and  this  gentleman  ad- 

I  the  commission  that  he  liad  no  objections  to  its  removal. 
AJI  no  one  else  made  use  of  the  spur  the  case  was  closed  when  the 
commission  issued  its  order  as  follows: 


BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Application  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company  to  take  up  and 
abandon  spur  track  at  Mileage  136.5  on  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific 
Railway,  situate  between  the  stations  of  Kinmount  and  Arbuctus,  Min- 
nesota. 

Application  having  been  received  by  the  Commission  from  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  Company  to  take  up  and  abandon  a  spur  track  at  mileage 
136.5,  on  the  line  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway,  situate  between 
the  stations  of  Kinmount  and  Arbutus,  Minnesota. 

A  hearing  was  scheduled  and  took  place  at  the  Rex  Hotel,  International 
Falls,  Minnesota,  on  Thursday,  January  24th,  A.  D.  1918  at  10:00  o'clock  A. 
M.,  the  Commission  ibeing  represented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Yapp,  assistant  secre- 
tary; no  one  'appearing  to  object  to  the  said  track  being  taken  up  and 
abandoned. 

It  appears  that  the  said  spur  track  has  been  used  exclusively  by  one  Mr. 
J.  W.  Burgeson  for  the  purpose  of  loading  out  forest  products;  that  he  has 
no  objection  to  the  removal  of  the  spur  track;  and  that  the  abandonment  of 
the  same  will  not  result  in  substantial  injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company 
is  hereby  granted  permission  to  take  up  and  abandon  spur  track  at  Mileage 
136.5,  situate  between  the  stations  of  Kinmount  and  Anbutus,  Minnesota,  on 
the  line  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  28th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2282.  Application  of  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  far 
authority  to  remove  disused  spur  at  Sauk  Rapids,  Minn. — This  ap- 
plication is  for  permission  to  remove  a  spur  at  Sauk  Rapids,  for- 
merly serving  the  mill  of  the  J.  Neil  Lumber  Company. 

This  plant  was  dismantled  some  years  ago  and  the  company 
now  wishes  to  salvage  the  rails  in  the  spur.  There  is  attached  to  the 
application  a  letter  from  the  Neils  Lumber  Company,  stating  that 
they  had  no  objection  to  the  removal  of  the  spur  and  as  no  other 
shipper  was  interested  in  the  retention  of  the  spur  the  company 
was  authorized  to  remove  it,  after  a  hearing  held  in  compliance  with 
the  law,  at  the  Sheldon  hotel,  Sauk  Rapids,  Minn.,  on  January  28, 
.1918,  the  case  being  closed  by  the  following  order: 
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BEFORE    THE    RAILROAD    AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  tin   application  of  the  Great  Northern  Pacifi-c  Railway  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  at  Sauk  Rapids,  Minnesota. 
Pursuant  to  order  issued  and  notice  duly  given,  the  above  application 
came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  F.  W.   Putnam  at  the  Sheldon 
Hotel,  Sauk  Rapids,  Minnesota,  on  Monday,  January  28th,  A.  D.  1918  at  2:00 
P.    M.,  at    which   time  the  Great  'Northern  Railway  Company  appeared  by 
division  superintendent  Bernard  Lantry;  there  being  no  adverse  appearance. 
The  Commission  finds  that  the  said  spur  at  Sauk  Rapids  was  originally 
constructed  in  1889  to  serve  a  planing  mill  built  by  J.  Neils  Lumber  Com- 
pany; 

That  said  planing  mill  operated  by  J.  Neils  Lumber  Company  was  dis- 
mantled in  1911; 

That  there  has  been  no  business  to  or  from  said  spur  since  1911,  and 
that  there  are  no  other  industries  located  thereon; 

That  no  public  needs  or  requirements  will  be  served  by  the  retention  and 
maintenance  of  said  spur  in  its  present  location. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  to  remove  said  spur  at  Sauk  Rapids,  as  shown  on  the  blue- 
print attached  to  the  petition  herein,  is  hereby  allowed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  30th,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2283.  In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  at  Crookston 

This  is  an  applicat  inn  by  Ilie  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  authority  to  remove  a  disused  spur  which  formerly  served  the 
mill  of  the  Crookston  Lumber  Company,  Crookston,  Minn.,  which 
mill  has  now  been  dismantled. 

The  railway  now  desires  to  remove  the  track  in  order  to  salvage 
the  material,  and  the  commission,  in  conformity  with  the  law,  set  the 
case  for  hearing  at  tin-  Crookston  hotel,  Crookston,  Minn.,  on  .Jan- 
uary 31,  1918,  at  which  time  the  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before 
Commissioner  Putnam j  the  railway  company  l>e ing  represented  by  T. 
15.  De^nan,  its  superintendent .  No  appearance  was  made  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  application. 

The  p.-niiissinn  si.iiirht  l.y  the  company  was  granted  hy  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

I-.KFMIM:  TIN-:   RAILROAD   AM >  \v.\m-: HOUSE  COMMISSION  OP  TNI: 
STATK  OF  IONNB8OT  \ 

In  i  of  the  application  of  the  Great  North* m  Kailu  iy  Company  for 

ion  to  abando!  p  track  at  t 'mokMon.  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  onlrr  and  Mnt:«-i-  duly  Kiven.  ih«»  above  matter  came  on  for 

h«-;u  8  Coniiiii^sinniT  I".  \V    Piitn:nii.  at   the  Crookston  HotH.  ('rook- 

ston.  Minnesota,  on  Thm  '18,  at  10:00  <> 
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M..  at  which  time  Mr.  T.  B.  Df.unun,  superintendent,  northern  division,  ap- 
peared on  behalf  of  the  applicant.  There  was  no  adverse  appearance. 

The  said  spur  track  constitutes  a  part  of  the  Crookston  Lumber  Com- 
pany's spur; 

That  on  said  spur  there  has  been  no  carload  business  of  .any  kind,  nor 
any  less  than  carload  business,  to  or  from  the  same  for  over  three  (3)  years; 

That  there  is  no  justification  for  continuing  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
spur,  and  that  there  is  no  public  demand  for  the  retention  of  the  same. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  application  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company,  to  remove  the  spur  track  at  Crookston,  Minnesota,  as 
shown  iby  the  blueprint  attached  to  the  application,  is  hereby  allowed. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  February  1st,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2284.  Application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  remove  the  spur  track  two  and  one-half  miles  south 
of  Zimmerman — This  application  cover  a  spur  originally  built  for  a 
man  named  Fitzpatrick,  but  for  what  purpose  the  record  fails  to 
show. 

A  hearing  was  ordered,  to  take  place  at  the  Blanchett  hotel,  Elk 
River,  on  Tuesday,  January  29,  1918,  at  10 :30  a.  m.,  and  due  notice 
thereof  was  given  by  publication  in  the  "Star  News,"  a  newspaper 
published  at  Elk  River,  Minn. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  time  appointed,  the  company 
being  represented  by  B.  Lantry,  its  superintendent,  and  there  being 
no  objectors  present. 

The  case  was  closed  on  January  30,  1918,  when  the  commission 
issued  its  findings  and  order  as  follows : 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  2V2  miles  south  of  Zimmerman,  Min- 
nesota. 

Pursuant  to  order  issued  and  notice  duly  given,  the  above  entitled  mat- 
ter came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  F.  W.  Putnam  at  the  Blanchett 
Hotel,  Elk  River,  Minnesota,  on  Tuesday,  January  29th,  A.  D.  1918,  at  10:30 
A.  M.,  at  which  time  there  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way Company,  division  superintendent  Bernard  Lantry.  There  was  no  adverse 
appearance. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  said  spur  track,  known  as  Fitzpatrick's 
Spur,  situated  2l/2  miles  south  of  Zimmerman,  Minn.,  was  installed  several 
years  ago  at  the  request  and  for  the  use  of  a  man  named  Fitzpatrick,  who 
has  since  died; 

That  the  said  spur  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  handling  hay  and  wood. 
There  are  no  industries  located  on  said  track. 
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That  there  has  been  no  business  received  or  forwarded  to  or  from  this 
spur  during  the  past  three  (3)  years,  and  that  there  is  no  public  demand  for 
the  retention  and  maintenance  of  the  said  spur  track. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Rail, 
way  Company  to  remove  the  spur  track  situate  2*£  miles  south  of  Zimmer- 
man, Minnesota,  known  as  Fitzpatrick's  Spur,  is  hereby  allowed. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  30th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2285  Application  of  the"  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  permisssion  to  remove  spur  track  at  Clearwater — This  is  an  ap- 
plication for  permission  to  remove  a  disused  spur  track  which  for- 
merly served  a  pulp  mill  owned  by  the  Muckle  Brothers  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

A  hearing  was  scheduled  to  be  held  at  the  Clearwater  hotel, 
Clearwater,  Minn.,  on  Monday,  January  28,  1918,  and  the  public 
was  advised  of  the  hearing  by  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  the 
"Clearwater  Herald, "  a  newspaper  published  at  Clearwater,  Minn. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  Putnam  as  per 
schedule,  the  company  being  represented  by  its  superintendent,  B. 
La n try,  and  no  appearance  being  made  by  any  objectors. 

It  was  shown  that  the  spur  had  not  been  used  for  more  than  throe 
years,  and  in  view  of  the  need  for  old  material  the  commission  on 
.la nuary  30, 1918  authorized  the  removal  of  the  spur  by  the  follow- 
ing order: 


r?K FORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THK 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  re-application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  for  permission  to 

remove  spur  track  at  Clearwater,  Wright  County,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  order  issued  and  notice  duly  given,  the  above  entitled  matter 
cam«  on  for  hearing  at  11:15  A.  M.  <»n  Monday,  January  28th,  A.  D.  1918,  at 
the  Clearwater  Hotel,  (']•  ;n\v  it.  i,  M.nn.,  before  Commissioner  F.  W.  Put- 
nani;  there  appearing  in  behalf  of  tin-  r.ivat  Northern  Hallway  Company, 
th«  applicant.  superintendent  Bernard  Lantry.  There  were  no  ad- 

verse appearances. 

Th»-  Commission  finds  that  the  said  spur  track  was  originally  constructed 
duriiiK  the  year  1908,  at  the  request  of  Miukle  P.rothers.  to  serve  a  pulp 
mill  erected  by  them.  This  mill  was  in  operation  only  a  short  time,  and 
there  has  been  no  business  out  of  the  op» -ration  of  said  mill  for  more  than 
three  (3)  ye:u  was  a  slight  revenue  from  said  spur  during-  the  > 

and  !!»!•; :   no  business  and  no  revenue  from  said  spur  during  the' year 
1917. 

That  tli. T.    ||  no  deinend  for  the  use  of  I  and  that   the  retention 

and  maintenance  of  said  spur  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  public. 
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It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  of  the  Great  "Northern 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  at  Clearwater,  Minn., 
as  shown  by  the  blueprint  attached  to  the  said  petition,  is  hereby  allowed. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  30th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A -2300.  Application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  authority  to  remove  spur  track  at  Erharts,  Minn — This  is  an- 
other of  the  numerous  requests  received  during  the  past  year  for 
permission  to  remove  spur  tracks  no  longer  being  made  use  of,  but 
differs  slightly  from  the  others  as  it  covers  a  spur  which  was  only 
used  by  the  company  for  the  purpose  of  handling  gravel.  It  has  not 
been  used  since  1906,  and  after  a  hearing  on  the  petition,  before 
Commissioner  Jacobson,  held  at  the  Kaddacs  hotel,  Fergus  Falls, 
Minn.,  on  Thursday,  February  28,  1918,  as  required  by  law,  formal 
permission  to  remove  the  spur  was  granted  in  the  following  order: 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  re  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  for  permission  to 
take  up  and  remove  gravel  pit  spur  track  at  Erharts,  Minn. 

Pursuant  to  order  issued  and  notice  given,  the  above  entitled  matter 
came  up  for  hearing  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Thursday,  February  28th,  A.  D. 
1918,  at  Kaddacs  Hotel,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  before  Commissioner  O.  P. 
B.  Jacobson;  there  appearing  in  behalf  of  the  Great  (Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany, division  superintendent,  Bernard  Lantry.  There  were  no  adverse  ap- 
pearances. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  said  spur  track  was  originally  construct- 
ed for  the  use  of  hauling  gravel,  and  has  not  been  used  for  any  other  pur- 
pose for  several  years,  and  that  there  is  no  further  demand  for  the  use  of 
said  spur,  and  that  the  retention  and  maintenance  of  said  spur  would  be  of 
no  benefit  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  at  Erh.arts*  Minneso- 
ta, as  shown  by  the  blue  print  attached  to  the  said  petition,  is  hereby  al- 
lowed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A-2304.  Application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  remove  277  feet  of  spur  track  at  Cass  Lake, 
Minn. — This  is  another  of  the  very  numerous  applications  asking 
permission  to  remove  the  unused  spur  tracks  located  in  various 
parts  of  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of  salvaging  the  material. 

The  spur  in  this  case,  originally  served  the  Scanlon-Gipson  Mill, 
at  Cass  Lake,  but  since  that  burned  down  the  spur  has  been  made 
use  of  to  some  extent  by  the  Northern  Pine  Crating  Company. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  'be  held  at  the  Endion  hotel,  Cass  Lake, 
Minn.,  on  Wednesday,  March  13,  1918,  at  3:00  p.  m.,  and  due  no- 
tice of  this  hearing  was  given  to  the  interested  public  by  the  pub- 
lication of  a  notice  in  the  "Cass  Lake  Times, "  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  Cass  Lake,  Minn. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  in  accordance  with  the  notice,  be- 
ing heard  by  Commissioner  Putnam ;  the  company  being  represented 
:>y  its  superintendent,  F.  D.  Kelsey ;  the  Northern  Pine  Crating  Com- 
pany being  represented  by  J.  E.  Lundrigan  and  John  Omar. 

It  was  agreed  between  the  interested  parties  that  116  feet  of  the 
spur  could  be  removed  without  interfering  with  the  work  of  the 
Crating  Company,  who  expect  to  ship  some  500  carloads  of  ma- 
terial. The  agreement  being  satisfactory  the  case  was  closed  on 
August  16,  1918  when  the  commission  issued  the  following  order: 

BEFORE  THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  for 
permission  to  remove  277  feet  off  the  end  of  spur  track  known  as  Scan- 
lon-Gipson Mill  Spur,  Cass  Lake,  .Minnesota. 

The  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  at  the 
Kmlion  Hotel,  Cass  Lake,  Minnesota,  Wednesday,  March  13th,  A.  D.  1918, 
at  3:00  P.  M  .  Mr.  J.  E.  Lundrigan  and  Mr.  John  Omar  appearing  on  behalf  of 
the  Northern  Pine  Crating  Company  (the  present  users  of  the  spur)  and  Mr. 
I-'.  K  Kelsey.  division  superintendent,  appearing  on  behalf  of  the  Great 
Northfrn  Railway  Company. 

At  said  time  it  was  stipulated  between  the  interested  parties  that  116 
feet  off  the  southeasterly  end  of  said  spur  track  was  not  further  required  by 
the  industry  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  said  spur  track,  and  that  order 
be  issued  authorizing  the  railway  company  to  remove  the  same. 

It  is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the -Great  Northern  Railway  Company  is 
hereby  permitted  to  remove  that  portion  of  the  said  spur  track  known  as  the 
Scanlon-Gipson  Mill  Spur  at  Cass  Lake.  Minnesota,  commencing  at  the" 
southeasterly  « -ml  thereof  and  running  116  feet  northwesterly,  being  the 
southeasterly  116  feet  of  said  spur  track. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  16th,  A.  D.  1918. 
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Application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  remove  four  spur  tracks  at  the  Dale  Mine  —  This 
application  covers  four  spurs  originally  constructed  to  handle  iron 
ore  from  the  Dale  Mine,  but  no  longer  necessary  to  remove  the 
small  amount  of  ore  still  left  in  the  mine:  the  three  spurs  still  re- 
maining on  the  ground  being  sufficient  for  the  removal  of  the  balance 
of  the  ore  body. 

The  Hanna  Ore  Mining  Company  signified,  in  a  letter,  their  con- 
sent to  the  removal  of  the  four  spurs;  but,  as  required  by  law,  a 
hearing  was  held  before  Assistant  Secretary  Thos.  Yapp,  represent- 
ing the  commission  at  I  Jibbing,  ^linn.,  on  Tuesday,  March  12,  1918, 
the  company  being  represented  Tby  F.  D.  Kelsey,  its  superintendent, 
and  the  mine  company  by  F.  H.  Cohoe. 

As  tlnMv  was  no  objection  to  the  removal  of  the  spurs  the  case 
was  closed  when  the  commission  issued  the  following  order: 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  theh  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  for 

permission  to  remove  four  spur  tracks  of  the  Dale  Mine  Spur,  Mesabi 

Division. 

Pursuant  to  notice  a  hearing  was  held  at  the  Hibbing  Hotel,  Hibibing, 
Minnesota,  in  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  take  up  and  remove  four  spur  tracks  originally 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  handling  iron  ore  at  what  is  known  as  the 
Dale  Mine,  on  the  Mesabi  Division. 

The  Commission  was  represented  (by  Mr.  Thomas  Yapp,  assistant  secre- 
tary; the  railway  company  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Kelsey,  division  superintendent,  and 
Mr.  F.  H.  Cohoe,  superintendent  of  the  Hanna  Ore  Mining  Company;  no 
parties  appearing  to  protest  against  the  taking  up  of  these  spurs. 

From  the  report  of  Assistant  Secretary  Yapp,  the  Commission  finds  that 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  owns  and  operates  the  four  spur 
tracks  which  are  shown  in  yellow  upon  the  blue  print  attached  to  the  files 
and  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  Commission.  That  there  is  only  a  small 
amount  of  ore  remaining  in  what  is  known  as  the  Dale  and  South  Uno  Mines, 
and  such  remaining  ore  can  be  very  easily  handled  over  the  three  other 
spur  tracks  which  will  remain  in  the  yard  as  shown  in  white  upon  said  blue 
print;  tha  the  Hanna  Ore  Mining  Company  who  operate  said  mines  consent 
to  the  proposed  removal  of  the  said  four  tracks;  that  the  said  tracks  have  not 
been  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  handling  ore,  and  that  the  removal 
of  the  said  four  tracks  will  not  result  in  substantial  injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  tne  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  take  up  and  remove  four  spur  tracks 
located  at  what  is  known  >as  the  Dale  Mine  on  the  Mesaibi  Division,  and 
shown  on  the  said  blue  print  attached  to  the  files  and  of  record  in  the  office 
of  the  Commission,  is  hereby  granted. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  14th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A-2306.  Application  of  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  to 
remove  portion  of  spur  track  at  Brickton,  Minn.  —Application  tiled 
by  the  Great  Northern  Raihv;iy  Company  .se.-ks  authority  to  remove 
617  feet  of  a  spin-  track  serving  the  plant  of  the  Princeton  Brick 
Company,  at  Hrickton,  claimed  to  be  no  longer  of  any  use  to  the 
brick  company,  and  the  material  valuable  as  salvage. 

A  heariiiir  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  Riverside  hotel,  Prince- 
ton, Minn.,  on  Monday,  March  4,  1918,  of  which  notice  was  jrivcn 
by  publication  in  the  "Princeton  Union/'  a  newspaper  published  at 
Princeton,  Minn.,  and  pursuant  to  this  order  the  hearing  was  held 
according  to  schedule,  the  case  being  heard  by  Thos.  Yapp,  repre- 
sent ini:  the  commission;  the  railway  company  being  represented  by 
B.  Laijtry,  its  superintendent. 

There  being  no  opposition  to  the  removal  of  the  unused  portion 
of  the  spur  the  commission  closed  the  case  by  the  following  order: 


BEFORE  THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  for 
permission  to  remove  a  portion  of  a  spur  track  at  Brickton,  Minnesota. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  hearing  was  this  day  held  at  the  Riverside  Hotel, 
Princeton,  Minn.,  in  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  a  portion  of  a  spur  track  located 
at  Brickton,  Minnesota. 

The  Commission  was  represented  by  Mr.  Thos.  Yapp,  assistant  secre- 
tary; the  railway  company  toy  Mr.  B.  Lantry,  division  superintendent;  no  one 
appearing  to  protest  on  behalf  of  the  general  public. 

Com  in  is.- ion   finds  that  the  spur  track  known  as  No.  4,  located  at 
ton,  Minn.,  is  about  1260  feet  long,  and  was  put  in  to  serve  the  Prince 
ton  Brick  Company's  plant; 

That  the  617  feet  which  the  railway  company  now  desire  to  take  up  is 
th»  north  end  of  said  track  as  shown  by  the  blue  print  on  file  in  tnis  oil 

That  this  said  portion  of  tli.  track  is  no  longer  used  by  the  Princeton 
Brick  Company.  n,,r  is  it  used'  for  any  other  purposr;  that  only  one  car  of 
trick  has  been  shipped  from  this  track  during  the  past  th;  ears,  and 

that  tin-  removal  of  said  portion  of  this  track  will  not  result   in  .-uhstantial 
injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered.  That  the  appli<;>  !(   <;reat  Nortnen 

way  Company   fur  p.-rmis.-inn   t<>  tak.-  up  617  feet  off  the  north  <-nd  of  spur 
known  u  No.  J.  local.  -na,  is  hereby  gram 

By 

(Seal) 

Date  h    1918. 
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A-2310.  Application  of  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Rail- 
way Company  for  permission  to  abandon  the  Pomroy  Branch — On 
February  28,  1918  R.  J.  Powell,  attorney,  filed  an  application  on  be- 
half of  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Kail  way  Company,  seeking 
permission  to  abandon  that  portion  of  its  line  known  as  the  Pomroy 
Branch. 

The  commission  ordered  a  hearing  to  take  place  at  the  Loisel 
hotel,  Deer  River,  Minn.,  at  2  :00  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  March  12,  1918,  due 
notice  of  which  was  given  by  posting  copies  of  the  order  in  the  post 
offices  at  Wirt  and  Popple,  in  Itasca  county,  and  Wildwood  in 
Koochiching  county,  Minn.,  as  that  was  deemed  to  be  the  best  wray 
to  give  publicity  to  the  hearing. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  Putnam,  at 
the  time  appointed,  the  petitioner  being  represented  by  R.  J.  Powell, 
objectors  being  represented  by  persons  interested  in  the  movement 
of  forest  products  off  the  Pomroy  Branch. 

The  testimony  showed  that  the  main  part  of  the  timber  owned 
by  the  Itasca  Lumber  Company,  which  firm  is  to  all  intents  the 
owner  of  the  road,  had  been  cut  off  the  land  served  by  this  branch, 
but  a  considerable  amount  of  forest  products  owned  by  settlers  was 
still  dependent  on  the  Pomroy  Branch  for  transportation. 

The  commission,  therefore,  closed  the  case  on  April  11,  1918  by 
the  following  order-. 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  W/AREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway 
(Company,  for  leave  to  discontinue  service  on,  remove  its  steel  from,  and 
abandon  that  certain  branch  or  spur  line  known  as  the  Pomroy  branch, 
in  Itasca  -county,  Minnesota. 

(Order.) 

The  above  entitled  proceeding  was  scheduled  for  hearing  at  the  Loisel 
Hotel,  Deer  River,  Minnesota,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  day  of  March,  1918,  at 
2  o'clock  P.  M.  At  the  time  iand  place  designated  the  petitioners  appeared 
before  Commissioner  Fred  W.  Putnam,  representing  the  Commission,  and 
it  was  made  to  appear  that  notice  of  the  hearing  had  been  given  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  March  1,  1918. 

The  petitioner  wias  represented  by  R.  J.  Powell,  Esq.,  and  evidence  was 
offered  in  support  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  petition.  Other  persons  in- 
terested in  the  traffic  upon  the  Pomroy  branch  appeared  in  opposition  and 
testified,  from  all  of  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  so-called  Pomroy 
(branch  of  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  wias  a  line  originally 
constructed  by  the  Itasca  Lumber  Company  as  a  private  branch  for  logging 
purposes.  The  steel  was  furnished  Dy  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Rail- 
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way  Company,  and  the  right-of-way  was  acquired  and  all  construction  work 
was  done,  and  the  ties  furnished  by  the  Itasca  Lunvber  Company.  Subse- 
quently the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  Company  took  over  the 
operation  of  the  said  branch  and  has  continued  to  operate  it  until  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  traffic  on  that  branch  consists  wholly  of  forest  products,  and 
it  never  has  been. operated  in  the  sumnTer  time,  except  long  enough  in  the 
early  part  of  the  spring  and  summer  to  haul  out  the  forest  products  banked 
along  the  line  in  the  winter  time.  It  was  made  to  appear  from  the  evidence 
that  there  is  no  tonnage  of  any  consequence  which  is  intended  to  foe  deliv- 
ered hereafter  at  Pomroy,  the  northern  terminus  of  the  branch,  but  that  cer- 
tain shippers  have  forest  products  yet  to  be  cut  and  removed  from  lands  in 
that  vicinity  which  are  designed  to  be  banked  and  delivered  to  the  railway 
company  at  what  is  known  as  Gibson's  Siding,  and  that  it  would  be  expen- 
sive and  work  a  hardship  upon  them  to  require  them  to  change  their  camps 
and  loading  facilities  to  Burns  the  next  siding  or  loading  station  south  of 
Gibson's  Siding.  It  was  also  made  to  appear  from  the  evidence  that  there  is 
a  considerable  quantity  of  forest  products  yet  to  be  removed  from  lands  im- 
mediately adjacent  to  this  branch,  which  can  .be  delivered  to  the  railway  com- 
pany at  Burns,  or  at  some  of  the  other  stations  fiarther  south.  From  the 
evidence  it  was  further  made  to  appear  that  with  reasonable  diligence  all 
of  the  shippers  along  the  said  Pomroy  branch,  of  those  having  forest  products 
on  lands  adjacent  to  said  branch,  can  cut  and  deliver  everything  which  they 
have  left  in  that  vicinity  during  the  logging  season  of  1918-1919. 

Now,  Therefore,  Upon  the  facts  which  were  made  to  appear  as  herein 
recited,  and  with  the  consent  of  counsel  for  the  petitioner,  the  Minneapolis  & 
Rainy  River  Railway  Company; 

It  Is  Hereby  Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  be  and  it  hereby  is  permitted 
to  abandon  and  cease  to  operate  the  said  Pomroy  branch  from  the  northern 
terminus  thereof  to  Gibson's  Siding,  at  any  time  after  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1918,  and  that  said  petitioner  be  permitted  to  abandon  and  cease  to  operate 
the  remainder  of  said  Pomroy  Branch  from  Gibson's  Siding  to  the  station  of 
Stanley  at  any  time  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1919,  the  said  petitioner  being 
required  to  furnish  such  service  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  to  enable 
persons  having  forest  products  along  the  said  line  to  get  the  same  out  prior 
to  the  date  last  above  mentioned.  Provided,  however,  that  at  any  time  prior 
to  the  1st  day  of  May,  1919,  any  person  having  forest  products  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  said  branch  and  who  may  have  indicated  his  intention  to  cut 
and  deliver  the  same,  to  the  railway  company,  at  the  hearing  in  said  cause 
heretofore  mentioned,  may  request  the  commission  to  extend  the  time  during 
which  the  petitioner  herein  shall  be  required  to  operate  said  'branch,  but  no 
extension  shall  the  granted  unless  such  petitioner  shall  make  it  to  appear  that 
his  failure  to  complete  his  operations  during  the  season  of  1918-1919  was  due 
to  causes  over  which  he  had  no  control,  and  that  he  had  used  due  diligence 
and  every  reasonable  effort  to  complete  the  delivery  of  the  forest  products 
which  he  indicated  he  desired  to  ship  over  this  line. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn  .  this  llth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 


A  L'.TJO.  Application  of  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  spurs  at  Luverne  -This 
appliration  li!.-«l  April  l>n<l,  1918,  through  J.  R.  Welch,  superin- 
t*  ndc  of  tlir  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Com- 
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pany,  seeks  authority  to  remove  a  disused  spur  at  Luverne  which 
formerly  served  the  tile  plant  of  R.  B.  Ilinkly,  and  another  which 
formerly  served  the  Luverue  Concrete  company. 

As  required  'by  law,  a  hearing  was  ordered  to*  be  held  at  the 
Manitou  hotel,  Luverne  on  Friday,  April  19,  1918,  at  9:00  a.  m. 
The  case  came  on  for  hearing  according  to  schedule  before  Thos. 
Yapp,  assistant  secretary  of  the  commission.  The  company  was 
represented  by  C.  E.  Gulan,  roadmaster  and  interested  parties  by  C. 
H.  Christopherson,  attorney  and  C.  H.  Peterson  and  R.  B.  Hinkly. 

It  developed  at  the  hearing  that  the  railway  company  was  agree- 
able to  replacing  the  spur  serving  the  Luverne  Concrete  Company, 
if  the  plant  resumed  operation;  and  that  the  Hinkly  plant  was  be- 
ing entirely  dismantled. 

The  commission,  therefore,  on  receipt  of  the  report  and  recom- 
mendations of  its  assistant  secretary  closed  the  case  by  the  follow- 
ing order: 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  re  application  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  take  up  and  remove  two  spur  tracks  at  Lu- 
verne, Minnesota. 

The  above  entitled  matter  duly  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  Manitou 
Hotel,  Luverne  Minn.,  on  Friday,  April  19,  1918  at  9:00  A.  M. 

The  'Commission  was  represented  by  Thos.  Yapp,  assistant  secretary; 
the  railway  company  by  C.  E.  Gulan,  roadmaster,  and  Geo.  F.  Bell,  agent. 
C.  M.  Peterson  and  R.  B.  Hinkly,  for  whom  the  spurs  were  constructed, 
were  also  present,  the  former  being  represented  by  C.  H.  Christopherson, 
lawyer,  no  one  appearing  to  protest  against  the  taking  up  of  either  of  the 
said  spur  tracks. 

The  Commission  having  duly  considered  the  evidence  submitted  finds 
as  follows: 

That  what  is  known  as  Peterson's  spur,  situated  at  Luverne,  is  approx- 
imately 297  feet  long,  that  it  was  constructed  in  the  year  1911  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shipping  concrete  building  blocks,  sand  and  gravel,  and  was  last  used 
on  October  18,  1917,  wihen  two  car  loads  were  shipped  out;  that  the  said  spur 
track  has  not  ibeen  used  by  any  other  parties,  and  it  is  dombtful  if  it  will 
again  be  used. 

That  what  is  known  as  Hinkly's  spur,  situated  west  of  Luverne,  is  approx- 
imately 423  feet  long,  that  it  was  constructed  about  14  years  ago  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shipping  brick,  tile  and  grain,  one  car  load  only  being  shipped  out 
during  the  past  12  months,  and  no  other  parties  have  used  the  said  spur; 

That  there  is  no  further  demand  for  the  use  of  these  two  spur  tracks, 
and  that  the  abandonment  and  taking  up  of  the  same  will  not  result  in  sub- 
stantial injury  to  the  public. 
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It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  on  or  before  May  20,  1918,  the  application 
of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company  for  per- 
mission to  take  up  what  is  known  as  the  Peterson  Spur,  approximately  297 
feet  long,  and  what  is  known  as  the  Hinkly  Spur,  approximately  423  feet 
long,  both  situated  at  Luverne,  Rock  county,  Minnesota,  as  shown  on  the 
blue  print  attached  to  said  application,  is  hereby  granted. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  April  26th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2330.  Application  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & 
Omaha  Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  at 
Winnebago — In  a  communication  received  by  the  commission  on 
April  24th,  1918,  J.  R.  Welch,  superintendent  of  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company  seeks  authority  for 
the  removal  of  an  unused  spur  track  formerly  serving  a  brick  plant, 
owned  by  E.  J.  Conley,  who  signified  his  willingness  to  have  the 
spur  removed. 

As  required  by  law  a  hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  Flor- 
ence hotel,  Winnebago  at  12 :30  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  April  30th,  at  which 
time  the  matter  came  up  for  hearing;  the  commission  being  repre- 
sented by  Thos.  Yapp,  its  assistant  secretary,  the  company  by 
C.  Lundquist,  its  roadmaster,  there  being  no  other  appearances. 

On  the  recommendations  of  the  assistant  secretary  the  case  was 
closed  when  the  commission  issued  the  following  order: 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Application  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul.  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  take  up  and  remove  certain  spur  track  situated 
at  Winnebago,  Farfcbault  county,  Minnesota. 

The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  Florence  Hotel, 
Winm-bano,  Minn.,  on  Tuesday  April  30th,  A.  D.  1918,  at  12:30  noon. 

Commission  was  represented  by  Mr.  Thos.  Yapp,  assistant  secre- 
:  the  railway  company  .by  Mr.  C.  Lundquist,  roadmaster;  no  one  appear- 
ing to  protest  against  the  taking  up  of  the  said  spur  track. 

The  <  ninniKsion  having  duly  considered  the  evidence  submitted,  finds 
as  foil 

That  til.-  .-aid  sp •:•  s  situated  south  of  \Vmn.-bago  station,  and  is 

oximately  260  fret  in  1-  tf  put  down  in  the  year  1893  for  the  pur- 

pose of  serving  a  brick  plant    which  was  dismantled  and  abandoned  about 

(8)  years  ago; 

That  the  spur  has  not  been  used  by  any  other  parties  since  the  year  1914, 
u-  switch  being  taken  out  in  the  year  1916; 
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That  Mr.  E.  J.  Conley  is  the  only  person  interested  and  that  he  desires 
the  removal  of  the  spur  in  question;  that  there  is  no  further  use  for  it  and 
the  abandonment  and  taking  up  of  the  same  will  not  result  in  substantial  in- 
jury to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Min- 
neapolis &  Omaha  Railway  Company,  for  permission  to  take  up  and  remove 
spur  track  situated  south  of  Winnebago,  Minn.,  approximately  360  feet  in 
length,  as  shown  on  the  'blueprint  attached  to  said  application,  is  hereby 
granted. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  May  1st,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2343.  Application  of  the  Fanners  Elevator  Company,  Sleepy 
Eye,  Minn.,  for  construction  of  spur  track  to  coal  elevator  at  Sleepy 
Eye — This  application,  filed  May  17,  1918,  is  for  an  order  requiring 
the  Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway  Company  to  construct  a  spur 
track  to  serve  a  coal  elevator  which  the  Sleepy  Eye  Elevator  Com- 
pany desires  to  construct  on  property  adjacent  to  the  right-of-way 
of  the  railway  company. 

A  copy  of  the  petition  was  served  upon  the  railway  company  on 
May  17,  1918,  along  with  a  copy  of  an  order  setting  the  case  for 
hearing  before  the  commission  on  Friday,  May  24,  1918  at  the  Berg 
hotel,  Sleepy  Eye,  Minn. 

The  hearing  was  postponed  indefinitely,  however,  on  receipt  of  a 
telegram  from  J.  C.  Davis,  general  solicitor  of  the  railway  company, 
stating  that  the  company  was  willing  to  construct  the  track  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  director  general's  order  No.  15, 
and  the  complainant  was  so  advised  and  later  on  receipt  of  a 
lengthy  letter  from  the  regional  director  of  the  United  States  Rail- 
road Administration,  the  elevator  company  was  advised  that  in  view 
of  the  federal  control  of  all  roads  the  commission  could  not  give  the 
company  any  relief  from  the  high  price  placed  on  the  work  by  the 
company. 

Nothing  further  was  heard  from  the  elevator  company  and  the 
case  was,  therefore,  considered  as  being  closed. 

A-2348.  Application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway  Company  for  authority  to  remove  spur  at  Paynes- 
ville,  Minn. — Under  date  of  May  29,  19il8  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
&  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  filed  an  application,  asking 
for  authority  to  remove  a  spur  track  1,392  feet  long,  serving  the 
plant  of  the  Paynesville  Brick  Company  at  Paynesville,  Minn.,  this 
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request  being  based  on  the  failure  of  the  brick  company  to  live 
up  to  the  conditions  of  a  contract  entered  into  in  1914. 

Some  correspondence  was  exchanged  between  the  commission, 
the  owners  of  the  brick  yard  and  the  legal  department  of  the  Min- 
neapolis, St.  Paul  &  Sault  St«'.  Marie  Railway  Company,  looking  to 
a  withdrawal  of  the  application,  but  as  the  carrier's  attorney  was 
not  agreeable  to  withdrawing  the  request,  the  commission  set  the 
case  for  hearing  at  the  Merchants  hotel,  Paynesville,  Minn.,  for 
Wednesday,  July  10,  1918,  at  12 :10  p.  m. ;  but,  on  request,  this  date 
was  changed  to  Wednesday,  July  24th,  and  again  changed  to 
.Inly  30th. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  Putnam  on 
the  date  appointed;  the  railway  company  being  represented  by  R. 
V.  Gleason,  its  attorney;  the  brick  company  being  represented  by  R. 
B.  Brower  of  St.  Cloud. 

After  hearing  the  testimony  the  case  was  taken  under  advise- 
ment by  the  commission,  and  on  August  16th  the  following  order 
was  issued,  which  closed  the  case  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned. 

BEFORE   THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste. 

Marie  Railway  Company,  for  permission  to  take  up  a  spur  track  1392 

feet  long,  situate  at  Paynesville,  Minnesota,  and  serving  the  plant  of  the 

Paynesville  Brick  Company. 

Pursuant  to  notice  duly  given  the  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for 
hearing  at  the  Merchants  Hotel,  Paynesville,  Minnesota,  July  30th  at  12:15 
P.  M.,  and  thereafter  was  adjourned  to  the  director's  room  of  the  Security 
State  Bank  of  Paynesville. 

There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  railway  company  Mr.  R.  V.  Gleason, 
attorney;  in  behalf  of  the  Paynesville  Brick  Company,  Mr.  R.  B.  Brower,  their 
attorney. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  said  Paynesville  Brick  Company,  is  the 
owner  of  a  brick  yard,  clay  pits  and  manulK -turing  plant  situated  about  three 
(3)  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Paynesville,  Minnesota; 

That  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  May,  1914,  the  said  Paynesvillo  Hrick 
Company  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault 
Marie  Railway  Company  whereby  there  wae  constructed  a  spur  track 
from  the  said  main  line  of  »aid  railway  company  to  the  said  briok  plant; 
that  of  the  expense  in  laying  said  spur  track  said  Paynesville  Hrick  Q 
i>. my  paid  tne  sum  of  $575.72,  approximately  one-third  the  total  cost  of  said 
spur  track; 

That  thereafter  during  the  seasons  of  1914,  1915  and  1916,  said  Pa 

vill'  .mpany  did  operate  said  brick  plant  and  shipped  carloads  of 

brick  from  said  spur  track;    that   the  said  brick  company  was  handicapped 
high  stage  of  water  and  other  causes  and  did  not  operate 
to  full  capacity,  the  largest  number  of  shipments  being  made  in  tin-  year 
\vhi-n  L'T  carloads  of  brick  were  shipped  from  said  spur  tra< 


266  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL,  REPORT 

That  Frank  E.  Pratt  and  Samuel  L.  Pratt  are  the  owners  and  operators 
of  said  plant,  and  that  in  the  spring  of  1917  said  Samuel  L.  Pratt  aid  enter 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now  and  ever  since  said 
enlistment,  has  remained  in  the  military  service  of  his  country;  that  said 
Samuel  L.  Pratt  was  the  expert  mechanic  in  charge  of  the  operation  of  said 
plant,  and  was  the  business  manager  of  said  concern;  that  since  the  enlist- 
ment of  said  Samuel  L.  Pratt,  said  plant  has  not  been  operated  to  any  extent, 
and  that  said  plant  will  not'be  operated  to  any  extent  until  the  return  of  said 
Samuel  L.  Pratt  from  military  service; 

That  the  said  Paynesville  Brick  Company  is  a  partnership,  of  which 
Samuel  L.  Pratt  and  Frank  E.  Pratt  are  co-partners. 

It  would  be  an  injustice  to  Mr.  Samuel  L.  Pratt,  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  active  management  of  said  concern  to  compel  an  absolute  loss  to  said 
concern  of  the  entire  amount  that  said  concern  has  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  said  industry  track,  and  that  inasmuch  as  said  Samuel  L.  Pratt 
is  at  the  present  time  serving  in  the  army  of  the  United  Sltates,  and  that  it 
is  the  policy  of  the  Federal  Government  and  the  courts  to  fully  protect  all 
citizens  who  have  patriotically  entered  the  service  of  their  country,  the 
Commission  deems  it  advisable  to  fully  protect  the  property  interests  of 
Samuel  L.  Pratt  in  said  Paynesville  Brick  Company,  and  that  said  spur 
track  should  not  be  removed  except  upon  the  railway  company  accepting 
the  condition-  that  in  case  of  said  removal  of  said  spur  track,  and  there- 
after the  return  of  Samuel  L.  Pratt  to  the  active  management  of  said  plant, 
that  said  railway  company  shall  replace  said  tracks  in  good  condition  for 
use  of  the  said  brick  company  or  said  Samuel  L.  Pratt. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  permission  is  hereby  granted  the  Minne- 
apolis, St.  Paul  &  'Safult  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  to  remove  that  certain 
spur  track  139*2  feet  long  situated  at  Paynesville,  Minnesota,  and  serving 
the  plant  of  the  Paynesville  Brick  Company,  but  upon  the  condition  that  said 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  shall  file  with 
this  Commission  a  statement  that  they  do  accept  the  obligation  that  upon 
the  return  of  said  Samuel  L.  Pratt  from  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  his  desire  to  resume  operation  of  said  brick  plant,  that  the 
said  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  shall  re- 
place said  spur  track  at  their  own  expense  in  good  condition  and  suitable 
for  the  required  service  of  said  Paynesville  Brick  Compiany,  or  said  Samuel 
L.  Pratt. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  16th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2354.  Application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Railway  Company  for  permission  to  take  up  a  spur  at  Wau- 

kon — This  request  covers  the  contemplated  removal  of  a  spur  tra-ck 
running  from  the  main  line  of  the  railway  to  the  shore  of  Mille 
Lacs  Lake  and  was  originally  built  to  connect  with  a  steamer  dock 
used  by  a  boat  plying  on  the  lake.  The  'boat  line  went  out  of  busi- 
ness about  three  years  ago  and  the  track  which  is  about  1,500  feet 
long  has  since  been  in  disuse. 

As  required  by  law,  the  application  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
hearing  before  Thos.  Ysapp,  at  the  Rex  hotel,  Wahkon,  Minn.,  on 
Friday,  June  28, 1918,  of  which  due  notice  was  given. 
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The  company  was  represented  by  J.  R.  Michaels,  superintendent ; 
K.  V.  Gleason,  attorney,  and  J.  S.  Patrick,  roadmaster.  No  ap- 
pearances by  any  objectors. 

The  commission  having  considered  the  testimony  closed  the  case 

by  issuing  the  following  order: 


BEFORE   THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THfc 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  at  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sa/ult  Ste. 

Marie  Railway  Company  for  permission  to  take  up  spur  track  at  Wahkon, 

Minnesota,  leading  from  its  main  line  to  a  dock  in  Mille  Lacs  .Lake. 

The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  Rex  Hotel,  Wah- 
kon.  Minnesota,  on  Friday,  June  28th,  A.  D.  1918,  at  10:00  A.  M.  The  rail- 
way company  was  represented  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Michaels,  superintendent,  Mr.  R. 
V.  Gleason,  attorney,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Patrick,  roadmaster;  no  one  appearing 
to  protest  against  the  taking  up  of  the  said  spur  track. 

The  Commission  having  duly  considered  the  evidence  submitted  finds 
as  follows: 

That  the  said  spur  track  is  situated  a  few  hundred  feet  west  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Wahkon  and  is  approximately  1544  feet  in  Length,  and  runs  in  a 
northerly  direction  to  a  dock  in  Mille  Lacs  Lake;  was  put  in  a  number  of 
years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  serving  a  boat  company  on  said  lake,  which 
said  boat  company  went  out  of  business  about  three  years  ago,  since  which, 
time  the  spur  has  not  been  used  except  for  loading  two  cars  of  commercial 
freight; 

That  there  is  practically  no  use  for  the  said  spur  except  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  railway  company  {pr  its  own  use,  and  the  abandonment  and 
taking  up  of  the  said  spur  will  not  result  in  substantial  injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis,  St. 
Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Company  for  permission  to  take  up  and  re- 
move spur  track  situated  at  Wahkon,  Minnesota,  approximately  1544  feet  in 
length,  as  shown  on  (blueprint  attached  to  said  application,  is  hereby  granted. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  al  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  2nd,  A.  D.  1918. 


A.-2368.  Application  of  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  remove  spur  track  at  Kasota, 
Minn.  This  application  covers  a  spur  track  serving  what  is  known 
as  th<-  Hngnnin  Stone  Canary  at  Kasota,  and  like  many  others  of  tin- 
same  character  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  salvaging  the  mate- 
rial in  the  track. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  tin1  ot'tice  of  the  commission, 
St.  Paul.  Minn.,  on  .Inly  20,  1918,  at  10:00  o'clock  a.  in. 

The  case  came  on  t'<>r  hearing  at  the  time  appointed  before  Chair- 
man Ira  B.  Mills,  the  company  being  represented  by  J.  R.  Welch. 
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superintendent,  and  E.  Gorman,  assistant  superintendent ;  and  there 
appeared  in  opposition  to  the  application  David  Hugunin  of  Kasota, 
and  J.  R.  Hugunin,  representing  the  Hugunin  estate. 

After  a  short  conference  between  Mr.  Welch  and  the  parties  re- 
presenting the  Hugunin  interests  Mr.  Welch,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
pany, withdrew  the  application  under  which  authority  was  asked 
to  remove  the  spur,  with  the  privilege  of  filing  it  at  some  later 
date,  if  it  was  so  desired. 

A-2383.  Application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  remove  a  spur  track  at  Hasty,  Minn. — The  spur 
referred  to  in  this  application  is  about  360  feet  in  length  and  was 
originally  built  to  serve  the  Anderson  brick  yards.  It  is  located 
between  Hasty  and  Clearwater,  and  for  more  than  two  years  the 
brick  yard  has  not  been  operated. 

After  due  notice  Thos.  Yapp,  representing  the  commission,  visited 
the  location  of  the  spur  on  September  13,  1918.  The  railway  com- 
pany was  not  represented,  but  J.  0.  Hogland  and  I.  Hogland  ap- 
peared and  objected  to  the  removal  of  the  spur  on  the  grounds  that 
the  brick  still  remaining  in  the  yard  was  to  be  shipped  as  soon  as  it 
could  be  done,  and  that  such  shipment  could  not  be  made  if  the 
tracks  were  removed. 

On  receipt  of  the  report  the  commission  closed  the  case,  when 
the  following  order  was  issued,,  which  proved  to  be  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  case  for  all  concernel : 


BEFORE   THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  for 

permission  to  remove  spur  track  near  Hasty,  Minnesota. 

The  above  entitled  matter  -came  on  for  hearing  at  Hasty  station  on  Fri- 
day, September  13th,  1918.  The  railway  company  was  not  represented.  Mr. 
John  O.  Hoglund  and  Mr.  Isaac  Hoglund  appeared  to  protest  against  the  tak- 
ing up  of  the  spur  track  at  the  present  time. 

The  Commission,  having  duly  considered  the  evidence  submitted,  finds 
as  follows: 

That  the  said  spur  track  is  situated  approximately  half  a  mile  north 
of  the  village  of  Hasty,  and  is  351  feet  in  length,  and  was  originally  put  in 
to  serve  a  brick  yard  and  is  known  as  Anderson's  Spur;  that  the  said  brick 
yard  was  abandoned  a  little  over  two  years  ago  and  the  spur  is  not  used  by 
the  general  public. 

That  there  is  approximately  100,000  brick  iat  the  brick  yard,  which  have 
been  purchased  'by  Hoglund  Bros,  and  sold  by  them  to  the  Hydraulic  Press 
Brick  Company  of  Minneapolis,  to  be  delivered  when  called  for.  Three  (3) 
cars  have  already  been  shipped  out  and  it  is  expected  that  the  balance  of 
the  brick  will  be  removed  within  the  next  sixty  (60)  days,  after  which  the 
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protestants  consent  to  have  the  track  taken  up.  That  there  is  practically 
no  use  for  the  said  spur  except  as  may  be  required  by  the  railway  com- 
pany for  its  own  benefit,  and  the  abandonment  and  taking  up  of  the  same 
will  not  result  in  substantial  injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered  That  the  application  of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way Company  for  permission  to  take  up  and  remove  the  spur  track  three 
hundred  fifty  one  (351)  feet  in  length,  situated  north  of  Hasty,  Minnesota,  as 
shown  on  the  blueprint  attached  to  the  application,  is  hereby  granted  provid- 
ing that  the  track  in  question  be  not  taken  up  until  on  or  after  November 
15th,  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  16th,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2353.  In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Federal  Consoli- 
dated Mining  Company  for  construction  of  a  spur  track — On  June 
10,  1918,  a  petition  was  filed  by  Hon.  John  Lind,  as  attorney  for  the 
Federal  Consolidated  Mining  Company,  asking  the  commission  to 
order  the  construction  of  a  spur  iby  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Rail- 
road Company  to  serve  a  mining  location  known  as  the  Ajax  Mine. 
A  copy  of  this  petition,  together  with  an  order  requiring  the  com- 
pany to  satisfy  the  complaint,  was  served  upon  the  respondent  com- 
pany, and  on  receipt  of  its  answer  denying  the  relief  sought  the 
commission  ordered  a  hearing  to  be  held  at  the  Commercial  club 
rooms,  in  the  city  of  Duluth,  at  10:00  a.  m.,  "Wednesday,  July  10, 
1918 ;  this  date  being  later  changed  to  July  25th,  at  the  same  place. 
The  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioners  Mills  and 
Jacobson  at  the  time  appointed ;  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad 
Company  being  represented  by  its  attorney,  E.  F.  Blu,  and  the  Min- 
ing company  by  its  attorney,  John  Lind.  At  the  close  of  the  hear- 
ing the  attorneys  stated  that  each  desired  to  file  briefs,  and  on  re- 
nt of  these  briefs  the  commission,  after  due  consideration,  ap- 
proved the  following  order: 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OK  MINNESOTA. 

Federal  Consolidated  Mining  Company,  by  John  Lind,  its  attorney, 

Complainant, 
vs. 
Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company, 

Respondent 

Application  for  the  construction  of  spur  track  to  the  Ajax  Mine. 

Tin-  above  named  complainant   p< -tijioned  the  Commission  for  an 
requiring  tin-  huluth  I  •!«••  Kailroad  Compam  :  net  and  oper- 

ate a  spur  track  to  th«  Aj.ix  min.  .  owned  and  operated  by  the  complainant 
on  tin-  1m.  .  and  substantially  as  indicated  by  the  blue  print  annexed  to  its 

;on. 
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The  Commission  thereupon,  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1918,  made  an  order 

requiring  the  respondent  to  satisfy  the  petition  of  the  complainant,  which  was 

•  •d  on  ii.  or  show  -cause  by  answer  why  the  relief  was  not  granted. 

order  was  duly  served  and  the  carrier  made  answer  thereto  setting  forth 
•>ns  why  the  complainant's  request  had  not  been  complied  with. 

A  hearing  was  theivaiier  duly  had  and  held  at  Duluth  on  the  25th  day  of 
July,  1918,  to  determine  the  necessity  for  the  construction  of  the  spur  track 
prayed  for,  and  the  terms  and  conditions  under  which  the  same  should  'be 
constructed, 

John  Lind.  Ksq..  appeared  for  the  complainant,  and  Elmer  F.  Blu  Esq., 
appeared  for  the  respondent. 

At  said  hearing  witnesses  were  duly  sworn  and  examined  in  behalf  of 
each  of  the  parties,  and  other  evidence  was  introduced,  and  now  having 
heard  and  considered  all  the  evidence  adduced  at  said  hearing,  and  the  ar- 
guments of  counsel,  the  Commission  findts  that  there  is  explored  and  "in 
sight"  in  the  Ajax  mine  a  large  body  of  valuable  iron  ore  of  commercial  qual- 
ity and  ready  to  be  mined  and  shipped  as  soon  as  spur  track  facilities  are 
furnished;  that  the  quantity  of  ore  developed  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  con- 
struction of  the  spur  track  by  the  respondent  at  its  expense,  provided  proper 
assurances  are  furnished  Iby  the  complainant  that  sufficient  ore  will  be  mined 
and  shipped  within  a  reasonable  time  to  justify  the  expenditure. 

The  Commission  does  not  find  that  the  iron  ore  in  the  Ajax  mine  has  any 
special  value  aibove  that  of  other  commercial  ore  from  the  same  section,  but 
it  feels  that  the  public  interest  at  this  time  demands  that  ore  production  be 
facilitated  and  that  supplies  in  sight  be  made  available  for  the  production  of 
steel  and  iron.  The  Commission  also  (finds  that  the  carrier  has  supplies  of 
materials  on  hand  so  as  to  enable  it  to  construct  the  proposed  spur  without 
embarassing  it  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  to  the  puiblic  as  ia  carrier,  and 
that  it  has  ample  funds  to  do  so  without  prejudice  to  its  financial  obligations. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  spur  track  prayed  for  &hou*a  be  con- 
structed on  the  following  terms  and  conditions: 

1.  The  Complainant  shall  furnish  the  right  of  way  and  gniib  the  right 
of  way  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  respondent's  en- 
gineer, the  right  of  way  so  furnished  and  prepared  to  ;be  conveyed  to  the 
respondent  by  the  usual  form  of  conveyance  in  use  on  the  range  for  such 
purposes. 

•_',  The  respondent  shall  grade  the  road  bed,  furnish  the  cross  ties,  rails 
and  other  parts  required  to  complete  the  spur,  and  complete  the  spur  sub- 
stantially as  indicated  on  blue  print  in  readiness,  for  connection  with,  the 
mine  trestle,  and  for  the  shipment  of  ore  thereover,  all,  at  its  sole  cost  and 
expense,  but  moneys  expended  by  the  respondent  in  that  behalf  shall  be 
deemed  a  debt  owing  by  the  complainant  to  the  respondent,  and  the  same 
shall  be  discharged  in  the  manner  hereinafter  set  out. 

!'.  That  from  and  after  the  completion  of  the  spur  track  the  Complain- 
ant shall  pay  to  the  respondent  annually  in  advance  an  amount  equal  to  six 
per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  rails  and  fastenings,  and  ten  per  cent  of  the 
value  of  the  ties  and  other  timber  used  in  the  construction  of  the  spur.  Such 
payments  shall  continue  from  year  to  year  until  the  cost  of  the  spur  track 
has  been  canceled  and  repaid,  as  provided  in  the  next  paragraph. 

4.  That  upon  all  ore  shipped  iby  the  complainant  over  the  respondent's 
spur  track  and  line  of  railroad,  the  respondent  shall  credit  on  the  indebted- 
ness referred  to  in  paragraph  2,  ian  amount  equal  to  twenty-five  cents  per  ton 
of  ore  shipped,  until  the  aggregate  of  such  credits  shall  equal  the  amount  of 
such  indebtedness.  When  such  indebtedness  has  been  discharged  the  re- 
spondent shall  also  thereafter  allow  the  complainant  a  credit  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  for  ore  thereafter  shipped  as  aforesaid  until  such  credits  shall 
equal  the  amount  paid  by  the  complainant  under  the  provisions  of  para- 
graph 3. 
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5.  The  complainant  shall  obligate  itself  by  the  proper  agreement,  or 
covenants  in  that  behalf,  to  mine  from  its  said  mine  and  ship  over  the  re- 
spondent's spur  and  railway  at  least  thirty-six  thousand  (36,000)  tons  of  ore 
per  annum  for  a  period  of  four  years,  commencing  with  the  calendar  year 
of  1919,  and  if  in  any  ye  ir  it  shall  fail  to  ship  such  amount  it  shall  pay  tne 
respondent  in  cash  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents 

ton  on  the  difference  between  the  tonnage  shipped  and  the  thirty-six 
thousand  (36,000)  tons  covenanted  to  be  shipped  in  the  particular  year,  un- 
til the  indebtedness  referred  to  in  paragraph  2  has  been  discharged.  For  any 
cash  payments  so  made  the  complainant  shall  ibe  entitled  to  credit  on  future 
freight  charges  in  like  manner,  as  it  is  entitled  to  credit  for  payments  made 
under  paragraph  3. 

6.  The  complainant  shall  give  the  respondent  adequate  assurance  of 
security  that  it  will  carry  out  the  obligation  incurred  under  paragraphs  3 
::ntl  5  herein  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  respondent,  or  to  be  approved  by  the 

mission. 

In  view  of  the  practice  that  has  prevailed  on  the  iron  range  in  the  past 
to  effect  spur  track  arrangements  by  contract,  it  seems  best  to  the  Commis- 
sion that  the  same  practice  be  followed  in  this  case,  and  having  found  and 
indicated  the  terms  upon  which  the  spur  track  should  be  constructed,  the 
Commission  withholds  a  formal  order  at  this  time  to  afford  opportunity  for 
a  contractual  arrangement. 

Let  the  complainant  serve  a  copy  of  this  order  on  the  respondent. 

Further  Ordered,  That  the  matter  be  retained  for  such  further  action  by 
the  Commission  as  may  seem  just  and  proper. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  30th,  A.  D.  1918. 


Tin-  spur,  however,  has  not  been  constructed  nor  has  the  com- 
plainant  apparently  taken  any  steps  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
tlie  order,  although  the  ease  has 'been  made  the  subject  of  some  cor- 
re^pondence  between  .Mr.  Lind  and  U.  II.  Aishton,  KY«:ional  Director 
of  the  Kailroad  Administration,  as  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  Mr.  Lind 
on  September  Kith  by  Mr.  Aishton  was  tiled  with  the  commission. 

The  sense  of  this  letter  is  that  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Kan^e  K;n 
Company  will  not   be  allowed  to  construct    the  spur  unless  the  mine 
company  pays  the  cost  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 

("ireuhir  No.   1-",,  issued  by  the  director  ijeneral.  ^overnin.Lr  the  man- 
ner in  which  spur  tracks  arc  to  be  built. 

s  the  commissinn  fa  concerned  the  c.-i  led, 
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ABANDONMENT  OF  LINE  AND  STATIONS. 

A-226d.  Application  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  permission  to  abandon  the  station  of  Thomas,  Minn. — In 
November  1917  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company  made 
an  informal  application  to  the  commission  for  permission  to  abandon 
the  station  of  Thomas,  and  establish  a  station  at  Wales.  The  com- 
pany was  advised  that  it  should  proceed  in  a  formal  manner,  as  the 
law  required;  and  on  the  filing  of  a  formal  application  covering  the 
request  for  permission  to  abandon  the  station  and  siding  at  Thomas, 
the  commission  set  the  case  for  hearing  at  Wales,  Minn.,  for  Thurs- 
day, December  27,  1917  at  9:26  a.  m.  The  case  came  on  for  hearing 
at  the  time  and  place  designated ;  the  commission  being  represented 
by  Thos.  Yapp,  assistant  secretary ;  the  company  being  represented 
by  G.  W.  Morgan,  attorney  and  H.  Johnson,  its  general  freight  and 
passenger  agent;  and  there  was  no  appearance  by  any  objectors. 

On  receipt  of  a  report  from  their  assistant  secretary  the  com- 
mission closed  the  case  by  the  following  order : 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 


In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad 

pany  for  permission  to  abandon  the  station  or  tariff  point  of  "Thomas, 
Minnesota." 

Hearing  in  the  above  entitled  matter  was  held  at  the  station  of  Wales, 
Minnesota,  the  Commission  being  represented  iby  Mr.  Thos.  Y'app,  assistant 
secretary,  and  Mr.  O.  L.  Ousted,  assistant  engineer;  the  railroad  -company  by 
Mr.  Geo.  W.  Morgan,  attorney,  and  Mr.  H.  Johnson,  general  freight  and 
passenger  agent;  no  one  appearing  for  the  residents  of  Thomas. 

From  the  facts  developed  it  appears  that  the  station  of  Thomas  was  es- 
tablished in  the  year  1902,  at  which  time  a  temporary  side  track  was  put  in 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  forest  products,  which  point  was  also  made  a 
passenger  stop  so  as  to  accomodate  the  loggers  and  their  employes;  but  the 
taking  out  of  the  said  products  was  'Completed  about  twelve  (12)  years  ago 
and  the  side  track  removed,  and  since  that  time  very  little  freight  has  been 
moved  to  or  from  the  said  station; 

That  there  are  no  wagon  roads  reaching  Thomas,  and  only  an  occasional 
passenger  gets  off  or  on  the  train  at  that  point; 

That  the  earnings  have  'been  negligible  since  the  taking  out  of  said 
forest  products,  amounting  to  less  than  $500.00  per  annum; 

That  the  said  station  of  Wales  is  only  two  (2)  miles  distant  from 
Thomas,  where  there  is  a  station  building  and  a  regularly  appointed  agent, 
and  which  will  afford  better  facilities  to  the  people  residing  around  Thomas, 
where  there  is  nothing  but  a  sign  post  with  the  name  shown  thereon; 

That  no  one  will  be  injured  iby  the  business  of  Thomas  being  transferred 
to  the  station  of  Wales;  that  it  should  be  abandoned  and  stricken  from  the 
freight  and  passenger  tariffs  of  the  railroad  company. 
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It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Com- 
pany is  hereby  given  permission  to  abandon  what  is  now  known  as  the  sta- 
tion of  "Thomas,  Minnesota,"  and  that  the  name  of  said  station  be  stricken 
out  of  all  freight  and  passenger  tariff  sheets  in  effect  at  the  present  time. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  28th,  A.  D.,  1917. 


A -±266.  Application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  abandon  the  Miller  Branch — This  application,  filed 
December  4,  1917,  seeks  authority  for  the  abandonment  and  removal 
of  that  portion  of  the  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
known  as  the  Miller  Branch,  which  extends  from  a  point  on  the  main 
line  between  St.  Paul  and  Duluth,  at  the  station  of  Groningen,  to  a 
station  known  as  Quarry,  a  distance  of  4.42  miles. 

There  are  no  stations  on  the  branch  and  there  has  been  no  train 
service  thereon  for  more  than  two  years,  but  under  the  law  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  question  the  subject  of  a  formal  hearing,  and 
the  commission  therefore  designated  Tuesday,  January  15,  1918  as 
the  date  for  such  hearing,  which  was  held  at  the  Craig  hotel,  Hinck- 
ley.  Due  notice  of  the  hearing  was  given  by  publication  of  the  order 
in  the  Hinckley  Herald  and  the  Finlayson  Reporter. 

At  the  hearing  held  in  accordance  with  this  order,  the  commis- 
sion was  represented  by  Thos.  Yapp,  assistant  secretary;  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railway  Company  by  C.  L.  Niehols,  D.  P.  Lyons,  J.  L. 
Hurnham  and  .).  M.  Driscoll,  and  no  appearance  by  anyone  object- 
ing to  the  removal  of  the  track. 

On  receipt  of  a  report  and  recommendation  from  the  assistant 
secretary  the  commission  closed  the  case  by  the  following  order : 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  permission  to  abandon  what  is  known  as  the  Miller  branch,  situate 
between  Groningen,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
between  St.  Paul  and  Duluth,  and  the  station  of  Quarry 

above  entitled  matter  duly  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  Craig  »: 
HinrkU-y.  Minnesota,  on  Tuesday,  January  15th,  A.  D.  1918;  the  Commission 
being  represented  by  Thomas  Yapp,  assistant  secretary;  tin-  railway  com- 
<'.  L.  Nichols,  general  superintendent.  I>  I  Lyons,  assistant  general 
(ouiis.-l.  .1  L  Iiuniham,  assistant  wncral  freight  agent,  and  J.  M.  Driscoll, 
train  master;  no  persons  appearing  to  make  any  protest  against  the  aban- 
(lonim  nt  of  said  branch,  although  notices  of  such  hearing  were  sent  to  inter- 
estod  parties,  in  addition  to  notices  being  inserted  in  the  Finlayson  Report,  r 
and  the  Hinckley  Enterprise. 
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The  Commission,  having  duly  considered  the  evidence  submitted,  finds 
as  follow 

That  the  branch  in  question  was  originally  built  by  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth 
Railroad  Company  about  the  year  1891  to  serve  the  Banning  Sandstone  Quar- 
ry; and  in  1904  the  Northern  Pacific  and  the  Barber  Asphalt  Pavi'ng  Com- 
pany entered  into  a  contract  whereby  the  latter  company  agreed  to  develop 
the  property  and  quarry  such  stone  and  material  as  was  available.  From 
.May,  1904  to  September  1905  the  railway  company's  revenue  amounted  to 
$1,163.21.  In  1906  some  material  was  gotten  out  for  the  Northern  Pacific 
Company's  own  work,  and  from  that  time  to  the  summer  of  1911  practically 
no  revenue  was  derived  from  this  line.  Later  in  1911  a  few  cars  of  stone 
were  shipped  and  in  1912  a  few  cars  of  the  paving  company's  machinery  were 
also  shipped  out.  In  June,  1914  a  carload  of  beer  was  handled,  and  from  that 
date  until  the  summer  of  1917  no  business  was  transacted,  except  that  the 
machinery,  rail  and  other  material  was  shipped  out  from  the  quarry,  and  the 
business  definitely  closed  up.  There  has  been  no  train  service  for  more  than 
two  years,  and  there  are  no  stations  on  the  branch  except  the  station  of  Quar- 
ry, and  that  the  abandonment  of  said  track  would  not  result  in  substantial 
injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  is 
hereby  authorized  to  take  up  and  abandon  what  is  known  as  the  Miller 
branch,  situate  between  Groningen  station,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  between  St.  Paul  and  Duluth,  and  the  station  of  Quarry. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  January  19th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2341.  Application  of  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Rail- 
way Company  for  permission  to  abandon  several  spur  tracks — This 
application  filed  by  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Com- 
pany asks  authority  from  the  commission  to  abandon  a  number  of 
industrial  logging  spurs  on  the  ground  that  they  are  no  longer  in 
use  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  originally  built.  It  covers 
a  total  of  14  spurs  located  at  various  points  along  the  main  line 
of  said  company,  varying  in  length  from  eight-tenths  of  a  mile  to 
14  and  one-half  miles. 

The  case  was  set  for  hearing  before  the  commission  at  the  Com- 
mercial club  rooms,  in  the  city  of  Duluth,  on  Thursday,  June  20, 
1918,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  notice  of  said  hearing  was  given  to  a  number 
of  interested  shippers,  and  a  general  notice  given  to  the  public  by 
publication  of  a  notice  in  newspapers  at  Duluth,  Two  Harbors  and 
Grand  Marais. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  commission  to  make  an  in- 
spection trip  over  the  line  of  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota 
Railway,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  locations  of  the  various 
spurs. 
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The  case  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  day  designated  before  Com- 
missioner .Mills;  the  railway  company  being  represented  by  Oscar 
Mitchell,  its  vie.-  president,  J.  W.  Bayly,  general  manager,  and  W.  E. 
P.rown,  general -freight  agent.  There  were  no  appearances  in  op- 
iion  to  the  petition,  and  after  hearing  the  evidence  of  the  com- 
pany the  case  was  closed  and  finally  disposed  of  by  the  following 
order : 


BEFORE   THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway 

Company  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic  certain  rail-spur  tracks  and 

branches. 

Hearing  in  the  above  entitled  matter  was  duly  had  before  Commissioner 
Mills  at  Duluth,  Minnesota,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  June  20th,  1918.  The  rail- 
way company  was  represented  by  Oscar  Mitchell,  vice-president  and  general 
counsel,  and  by  J.  W.  Bayly,  general  manager.  There  was  no  other  appear- 
ance. 

Evidence  of  the  general  manager  was  taken  and,  from  this  evidence, 
supplemented  by  a  view  of  the  premises  taken  by  the  Commissioner  on  the 
day  previous  to  the  hearing,  it  appears: 

Petitioner  seeks  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic  each  of  the  following 
described  spur  tracks  and  branches: 

Hewlett  Spur— M.  P.  17.40 11  mile     in  length 

Olson's  Spur— M.  P.  47.40 11  mile     in  length 

Finland  Spur— M.  P.  50.00 11  mile     in  length 

MapN-  I  {ranch— M.  P.  55.70 14.50  miles  in  length 

Hoist  Spur— M.  P.  61.00 28  mile     in  length 

:ner  Spur — M.  P.  61.88 14  mile     in  length 

Temperance  River  Branch— M.  P.  80.00 3.74  miles  in  length 

Timber  Lake  Branch— M.  P.  80.25 4.24  miles  in  length 

Spur— M.  P.  85.50 1.50  miles  in  length 

Lake  Hranch— M.  P.  86.34 3.50  miles  in  length 

-M.  P.  88.70 08  mile    in  length 

iii's  spur— M.  P.  89.53 11  mile     in  length 

Greenwood  Lake  Branch— M.  P.  32.00 \ .   15.00  miles  in  length 

•Darby  Spur,  off  Greenwood  Lake  Branch 4.60  miles  in  length 

All  of  which  were  specified  in  the  petition  filed  with  the  Commission, 
petitioner  also  desires  permission  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic 
the  following  described  spur  tracks  in  addition  to  those  specified  in  the  peti- 
tion: 

I      Spur  track,  Mile  Post  61.50,  .25  mile  in  1. -n.uth; 

2.     Spur  track  connecting  with  Mile  Post  69.92,  .11  mile  in  length. 

Operations  are   conducted   by  Hollihan   &    Murphy    near   Timber   Lake 
branch  specified  above  which  will  require  the  use  of  approximately 
of  that  portion  of  Timber  Lake  branch  immediately  adjacent  to  the  peti- 
feln   lim-. 

Ols«  .  el  above,  was  constructed  under  a  contract  umie:- 

terms  of  winch  petitioner  agreed  tint  said  track  might  remain    until 
May  1,  1919.  if  Ailolph  Olson,  at  whose  expense  it  was  constructed,  desired 
r  of  1918-1919. 

•Now  operated  by  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company.) 


276  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  petitioner  desires  to  retain  for  use  sufficient  of  Cramer  Spur  for 
station  purposes. 

Each  of  said  spur  and  branch  tracks  was  constructed  originally  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  out  forest  products.  No  other  business  was  then  or  is  now 
being  handled  over  any  of  said  spur  or  branch  tracks  and  there  is  no  other 
class  of  business  to  be  handled  over  any  of  said  spur  or  branch  tracks. 

With  the  exceptions  above  stated  as  to  Olson's  Spur,  Cramer  Spur  and 
Timber  Lake  branch,  there  is  no  further  use  to  which  any  of  these  spurs  or 
branch  tracks  can  now  be  devoted.  No  useful  purpose  would  be  conserved 
by  their  remaining  and  the  public  would  not  in  any  way  be  injuriously  affect- 
ed by  their  being  abandoned  and  closed  for  traffic  and  the  rails  removed 
and,  if  desired,  sold  and  disposed  of  by  the  petitioner. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Duluth  &  (Northern  Minnesota  Rail- 
way Company  be  authorized  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic  and,  if  in  its 
judgment  it  is  necessary  or  proper,  sell  and  dispose  of  the  track,  track  fast-, 
enings  and  fixtures  on,  each  of  the  spur  and  branch  tracks  hereinabove  re- 
ferred to  'and  described  as  follows: 

Greenwood  Lake  Branch — M.  P.  a2.00 15.00  miles  in  length 

Howlett  Spur — M.  P.  17.40 ^ 11  mile     in  length 

Darby  Spur,  off  Greenwood  Lake  Branch  (now  operat- 
ed by  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company) ....     4.00  miles  in  length 

Olson's  Spur— M.  P.  47.40 11  mile     in  length 

Finland  Spur — M.  P.  50.0Q 11  mile     in  length 

Maple  Branch — M.  P.  55.70 14.50  miles  in  length 

Hoist  Spur — M.  P.  61.00. 28  mile     in  length 

Spur  track — M.  P.  61.50 25  mile     in  length 

Cramer  Spur— M.  P.  61.88 14  mile     in  length 

Spur  track  connecting  with  siding — M.  P.  69.92 11  mile     in  length 

Temperance  River  Branch — M.  P.  80.00 3.74  miles  in  length 

Timber  Lake  Branch— M.  P.  80.25 4.24  miles  in  length 

Spur  track — M.  P.  85.50 1.50  miles  in  length 

Rice  Lake  Branch— M.  P.  86.34 3.50  miles  in  length 

Spur  track— M.  P.  88.70 08  mile    in  length 

1,  1919,  unless  written  consent  to  the  abandonment  or  removal  of  such  spur, 
Perkin's  Spur — M.  P.  89.53 11  mile  in  length 

This  order  shall  be  effective  as  to  Olson's  Spur  described  above  on  May 
signed  by  Adolph  Olson,  his  legal  representatives  or  assigns,  is  filed  with 
this  Commission  prior  to  that  date.  In  the  event  of  the  filing  with  this  Com- 
mission of  such  consent  prior  to  May  1,  1919,  this  order  shall  take  effect  as  to 
such  spur  with  said  filing. 

station  purposes  and  shall  not  apply  to  so  much  of  Timber  Lake  branch 
adjoining  the  petitioner's  main  line  as  may  be  required  by  Hollihan  &  Mur- 
phy in  their  operations  prior  to  July  1,  1919,  unless  the  written  consent  of 
said  Hollihan  &  Murphy  to  such  removal  is  obtained  and  filed  with  this  Com- 
mission prior  to  that  date.  In  the  event  of  the  filing  of  such  consent  with 
this  Commission  prior  to  July  1,  1919,  then  this  order  shall  take  effect  as  to 
that  portion  of  said  Timber  Lake  branch  reserved  for  the  use  of  Hollihan  & 
Murphy  upon  the  date  of  such  filing;  if  no  such  consent  is  filed  with  this 
Commission  then  this  order  shall  take  effect  as  to  that  portion  of  said  Tim- 
ber Lake  branch  reserved  for  Hollihan  &  Murphy  on  July  1,  1919. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  U.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Pau-1,  Minn.,  June  24th,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A  i):]28.  Petition  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company  to  abandon  that  portion  of  its  line  between  Northfield  and 
Cannon  Falls,  Minn, — Of  the  many  applications  received  by  the 
commission  during  the  past  year,  seeking  authority  to  abandon  var- 
ious branches,  spurs  and  side  tracks,  none  could  be  considered  of 
equal  importance  to  the  application  filed  with  the  commission  on 
April  ]2,  1918  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Com- 
pany seeking  authority  to  abandon  that  portion  of  a  branch  line 
running  from  Northfield  to  Cannon  Junction,  which  served  the 
stations  of  Northfield,  Waterford,  Wallace  and  Randolph,  and  ex- 
tending as  far  as  Cannon  Falls. 

This  line  runs  exactly  parallel  to  the  rails  of  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railroad  and  is  only  separated  from  that  company's  rails 
by  a  narrow  strip  of  right-of-way. 

It  is  urged  by  the  applicant  company  that  the  removal  of  its 
tracks  will  not  result  in  any  injury  to  the  public;  that  the  stations 
of  Waterford,  Wallace  and  Randolph  will  be  furnished  ample  serv- 
ice by  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad;  and  that  the  earnings 
of  the  three  stations  named  are  not  sufficient  to  compensate  it  for 
maintaining  the  track  it  is  desired  to  remove. 

Practically  all  of  the  other  applications,  referred  to  what  might 
be  called  dead  trackage,  consisting  of  disused  logging  and  industrial 
spurs,  but  this  application  covers  the  removal  of  a  track  serving  an 
old  settled  territory  which  has  been  served  for  many  years  by  this 
branch  line,  and  the  elimination  of  three  stations  from  the  tariffs 
of  the  Milwaukee  Company. 

The  case  was  set  for  hearing  before  the  commission  at  the  Stuart 
hotel,  Northfield  on  Monday,  July  1,  1918,  and  notice  to  the  public 

I  given  by  publication  in  newspapers  at  Northfield  and  Cannon 
Palls. 

In    preparation    for   the    hearing   the    commission    secured    state- 
ments of  the  earnings  in  and  out   of  the  stations  fliat   would  b< 
fected  by  the  proposed  abandonment,  and  from  the  figures  secured 
it  appeared  the  revenues  of  the  si  at  inns  of  Waterford,  Wallace  and 

dolph   were  very  small  and  that   these  stations  would  be  sn 
more  expeditiously  by  the  Chicago  Great  Western   Kailroad  Com- 
pany. 

In  Meordanec  with  the  notice  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  be- 
fore Commissioners  Mills  and  Putnam,  and  there  were  tho  following 
appearances:  For  the  peti'  I'  \V.  Uoot,  J.  H.  Foster,  W.  J. 
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Thiele,  W.  R.  Powrie,  W.  V.  Wilson.  In  opposition  to  the  applica- 
tion, L.  G.  Campbell,  C.  R.  Pye,  S.  L.  Manheart,  F.  R,  Johnson,  H.  H. 
Thayer,  J.  D.  Ewing,  W.  B.  Hunt,  J.  F.  Grover,  C.  W.  Gress,  A.  H. 
Holland,  H.  A.  Hurke,  J.  R.  Burke,  G.  E.  Stewart,  A.  W.  Gibson, 
A.  T.  Withers,  F.  Harkness,  T.  J.  Tunnecliff,  W.  L.  Harkness  and 
W.  Kleeberger. 

A  considerable  amount  of  testimony  was  taken  by  the  official 
stenographer  and  the  hearing  was  continued  to  July  22nd,  the  com- 
pany being  advised  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  furnish  further 
data  of  the  earnings  and  expenses  of  the  line. 

At  the  adjourned  hearing  before  Commissioner  Putnam  on  July 
22nd  only  F.  W.  Root,  for  the  Railway  Company,  and  C.  R.  Pye  and 
II.  H.  Thayer,  for  the  protestants,  were  present.  Some  additional 
testimony  was  offered  and  the  hearing  was  closed. 

The  commission  had  its  accountant  prepare  some  data  from  the 
books  of  the  company  covering  operating  revenue  and  expenses,  and 
a  statement  of  the  rate  changes  involved  at  Cannon  Falls  was  pre- 
pared, which  was  made  the  subject  of  a  conference  between  the 
Commission  and  representatives  of  the  railway  company,  on  Sep- 
tember 12th. 

A  lengthy  report  by  the  accountant  of  the  commission  was  re- 
ceived and  after  a  further  conference  between  representatives  of 
the  Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company,  the  commission  on  October 
26,  1918  made  the  following  findings  and  order : 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company  for  leave  to  discontinue  the  operation  of  its  trains,  and  to 
remove  its  rails,  fastenings,  ties  and  other  track  material  from  its  rail- 
way line  between  Northfield,  Minnesota,  and  Cannon  Falls,  Minnesota, 
and  to  cancel  tariffs  providing  rates  to  and  from  Waterford,  Wallace  and 
Randolph,  stations  located  on  said  line  between  the  above  named  points. 
The  foregoing  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  July  1,  1918, 
at  the  Hotel  Stuart,  Northfleld,  Minnesota,  pursuant  to  notice  duly  given. 
The  hearing  was  continued  until  July  22,  1918,  at  which,  time  further  tes- 
timony was  taken  and  the  matter  taken  under  advisement. 

F.  W.  Root,  Esq.,  appeared  as  attorney  for  the  railway  company;  Mr.  C. 
R.  Pye,  attorney,  for  the  Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company,  Cannon  Falls,  Min- 
nesota; Mr.  C.  W.  Gress,  representating  various  industries  at  Cannon  Falls, 
and  a  number  of  business,  professional  and  other  interested  men,  com- 
posing the  shipping  puiblic  along  the  line  in  question. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  is  a  corporation 
owning  and  operating  an  extensive  system  of  railway  property  situated  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota  and  various  states  of  the  union.  The  petition  re- 
quests leave  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic  that  portion  of  its  line  of  rail- 
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way  within  the  state  of  Minnesota,  which  lies  between  IXorthfield,  Minn.,  and 
Cannon  Falls,  Minn.,  and  to  discontinue  the  stations  on  said  line  at  Water- 
ford,  Wallace  and  Randolph,  and  to  cancel  all  tariffs  naming  rates  and  fares 
from  and  to  said  stations  and  each  of  them. 

The  track  desired  to  be  abandoned  is  a  portion  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Cannon  Valley  line,  running  from  the  city  of  Red  Wing  to  the  city  of  North- 
field.  This  was  constructed  about  the  year  1881  at  the  time  that  a  line,  which 
is  now  owned  and  operated  by  the  Chicago,  Great  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany, was  being  constructed  between  the  same  points.  This  line  was  orig- 
inally constructed  by  the  company  as  a  competitive  line  and  was  not  con- 
structed because  of  expectation  or  demand  for  the  service.  A  large  sum  was 
expended  in  its  construction  and  the  same  has  been  operated  by  the  Chica- 
go, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  since  its  construction.  The  traf- 
fic over  said  line  has  been  limited,  and  the  Commission  believes  it  to  have 
been  a  financial  loss  to  the  company.  This  Commission  at  the  time  of  the 
construction  of  said  line  vigorously  protested  against  the  construction  of 
same,  and  in  its  annual  report  for  1882  condemned  the  project  as  an  extrava- 
gance unwarranted  by  conditions. 

The  line  sought  to  be  discontinued  is  approximately  14  miles  in  length, 
and  its  right  of  way  is  contingent  to  the  right  of  way  of  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company  for  practically  the  entire  distance,  and  the  Chi- 
cago Great  Western  Railroad  Company  serves  the  same  stations.  The  sta-. 
tions  referred  to  in  the  petition  and  exhibits,  namely;  Waterford,  Wallace 
and  Randolph,  are  merely  side  tracks  for  the  accomodation  *of  persons  desir- 
ing to  receive  or  ship  freight  at  those  points.  There  is  no  depot  at  either  of 
the  points  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  line,  and  no  agents  are 
maintained. 

The  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company  has  the  same  facilities  as 
the  Milwaukee  line  for  the  handling  of  freight  in  and  out  at  the  points  with 
the  exception  of  at  the  station  of  Randolph  the  Chicago,  Great  Western  Rail- 
road Company  maintains  a  depot  with  an  agent,  Randolph  being  the  junction 
point  where  the  branch  lines  to  Red  Wing  and  Mankato  connect  with  its 
main  line  Minneapolis  to  Chicago. 

At  these  three  stations  on  the  line  there  is  no  industrial  development, 
and  the  only  business  in  and  out  is  such  business  as  the  receipt  of  coal  and 
other  products  for  the  farm,  and  shipment  of  farm  products. 

The  Commission  has  made  an  investigation  of  the  books  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  which  pertain  to  the  business  car- 
ried on  over  this  line.  The  books  of  the  railway  company  show  that  for  the 

month  period.  January  to  May,  inclusive,  19is,  that  there  was  received  at 
Randolph,  freight  aggregating  239,383  pounds,  making  a  total  revenue  of 
$168.51,  with  a  revenue  to  that  portion  of  the  branch  west  of  Cannon  Falls 
of  $7.96.  There  was  received  at  Waterford  freight  to  the  amount  of  193,364 
pounds,  total  revenues  $183.74,  with  a  revenue  to  the  branch  of  $18.09;  that 
there  was  received  at  Wallace  5,194  pounds  of  freight  or  a  total  revenue  of 
$6.64,  and  .1  n»-t  to  the  branch  of  86  cents,  making  the  total  revenues  received 
at  these  stations  from  local  shipment  of  $26.91;  thai  mere  was  received  In- 
terline at  Randolph  31,630  pounds,  or  a  gross  revenue  of  $42.52. 

That  the  passenger  revenues  as  shown  by  the  train  reports,  which  ac- 
i  ?o  this  branch,  amounted  to  $298.37.    In  addition  there  were  reven 
allocated  to  the  line  for  the  haul  of  freight  over  the  line  to  other  points 
than  stations  on  the  line.    Thi  ,.s  th.    revenues  for  this  14.3  miles 

for  the  five  months  mentioned  of  $571.54. 

Th.  company's  books  show  that  so  far  as  our  accountants  can  arrive  at 
the  same  by  allocating  the  expenses,  that  the  total  expense  for  operating 
tin-  line  iM-twe.-n  Northfield  and  Cannon  Falls  for  the  five  month  p. TIM,!.  Jan- 
uary 1918,  was  $4,808.98.  This  leaves  a  deficit  to  the  company  of 
$I.L':::.U  !<>r  nve  (5)  months' operation 
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For  this  Commission  to  justify  a  retention  of  this  property  and  to  cause 
the  continuance  of  its  operation,  it  would  seem  necessary  to  have  a  showing 
in  view  of  this  loss  in  operation  that  some  industries  were  "built  and  operat- 
ing on  this  branch  depending  solely  upon  this  railroad  company  operating 
this  road.  The  question  of  train  service  to  the  stations  between  Cannon 
Falls  and  Northfield  is  removed  from  being  an  element  in  this  matter  because 
of  t'he  facilities  furnished  by  the  Chicago.  Great  Western  Railroad  Company 
at  the  same  stations,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Milwaukee  line  is  an  un- 
necessary duplication  of  the  facilities  for  handling  a  very  limited  amount  of 
business.  The  passenger  service  between  Northfield  and  Cannon  Falls,  and 
points  east  of  Cannon  Falls,  of  course  would  be  discontinued  and  would  mean 
one  less  train  per  day  between  these  points.  There  is  every  evidence  that 
the  traffic  is  not  heavy;  that  a  very  small  number  of  people  will  be  incon- 
venienced, and  that  the  Chicago.  Great  Western  Railroad  Company  are  oper- 
ating trains  between  these  points  and  can  furnish  adequate  service. 

So  far  as  this  Commission  can  ascertain,  the  only  industry  that  will  be 
affected  by  the  removal  of  this  track  will  be  the  -Cannon  Valley  Milling  Com- 
pany, situated  on  Lne  tracks  of  the  Milwaukee  road  in  the  City  of  Cannon 
Falls.  The  removal  of  this  track  may  tend  to  increase  the  mileage  of  freight 
from  western  and  terminal  points  to  the  milling  company.  Heretofore  there 
has  been  no  connection  at  Cannon  Falls  between  the  tracks  of  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  and  the  Milwaukee  line.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  under  construction  a  physical  connection,  which  will  enable 
the  Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company  to  procure  service  via  Northfield  over 
the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad,  or  via  Randolph.  With  the  comple- 
tion of  this  connecting  track  the  milling  company's  freight  service  should 
'be  enhanced  even  tho  this. track  to  Northfield  is  abandoned. 

The  Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company  has  recently  enlarged  their  mill 
and  increased  their  facilities.  They  have  depended  to  a  large  extent  upon 
milling  in  transit  privileges  over  the  Milwaukee  line.  This  milling  in  transit 
privilege  should  be  retained  by  the  Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company,  and  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  should  see  to  it  that  a  mill- 
ing in  transit  privilege  rate  is  maintained  for  this  mill. 

In  order  to  mantain  the  service  from  ponts  south  and  west  of  Northfield. 
there  should  be  maintained  at  Northfield  between  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  and  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company,  a  physical  con- 
nection so  that  freight  may  be  shipped  to  Cannon  Falls  via  Northfield  from 
points  on  the  Milwaukee  system,  and  as  a  condition  to  the  taking  up  of  this 
track  the  Milwaukee  line  should  make  arrangements  for  such  connection. 

In  cases  of  this  sort  the  mere  financial  loss  to  an  operating  railroad  com- 
pany is  not  controlling  as  to  whether  or  not  that  line  should  be  maintained. 
But  the  Commission  believes  that  in  view  of  the  large  sums  that  are  lost  by 
the  operation  of  this  line,  which  must  be  made  up  by  the  general  shipping 
public  using  other  lines  of  the  road,  and  public  convenience  will  not  be 
greatly  affected,  lines  of  this  character  should  be  abandoned.  The  Commis- 
sion finds  that  the  abandonment  of  the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company  between  the  city  of  Cannon  Falls  and  the  city  or 
Northfield,  approximately  14.3  miles  in  length,  will  not  result  in  substantial 
injury  to  the  public. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way Company  is  hereby  permitted  to  abandon  and  close  for  traffic  that  por- 
tion of  its  line  of  railway  within  the  state  of  Minnesota,  which  runs  between 
the  city  of  Northfield,  Minnesota,  and  the  city  of  Cannon  Falls,  Minnesota, 
and  to  discontinue  as  stations  on  said  line  the  stations  of  W!aterford,  Wal- 
lace and  Randolph,  and  to  cancel  tariffs  naming  rates  and  fares  from  and  to 
said  stations  and  each  of  them,  upon  the  following  conditions: 

First:  That  a  physical  connection  shall  be  arranged  with  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  connecting  the  tracks  of  the  Chicago.  Mil- 
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waukee    &    St.    Paul   Railway  Company   and   the   Chicago   Great   Western 
Railroad  Company,  and  be  maintained  in  the  city  of  Northfield,  Minnesota. 

Second:  That  physical  connection  shall  be  arranged  with  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  connecting  the  tracks  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  and  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Rail- 
road Company,  and  be  maintained  in  the  city  of  Cannon  Falls,  Minnesota. 

Third:  That  the  milling  in  transit  privilege  which  the  Cannon  Valley 
Milling  Company  now  enjoys,  shall  be  continued  at  approximately  the  same 
rate  and  conditions. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  October  26th,  A.  D.  1918. 

One  or  two  minor  adjustments  have  since  'been  arranged  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  interested  parties,  and  the  track  has 
now  been  abandoned.  • 


TRACK  CONNECTIONS. 

A-2260.  Application  of  citizens  of  Fairmont  for  track  connec- 
tions between  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  Chicago  &  North- 
western Railways — On  November  19,  '1917  B.  H.  Ward  of  Fairmont 
filed  a  complaint  with  the  commission  asking  that  a  suitable  order 
be  made  requiring  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  the  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  Railway  Companies  to  construct  a  connection 
between  their  rails  in  order  to  allow  of  the  free  movement  of  traffic 
arriving  over  the  rails  of  one  company  to  the  industries  located  on 
the  tracks  of  the  other  company. 

The  complaint  was  duly  served  upon  the  two  respondents  with 
an  order  requiring  them  to  satisfy  or  file  an  answer  within  20  days ; 
and  on  receipt  of  said  answers  denying  the  relief  demanded  the 
commission  set  the  case  for  hearing  at  Fairmont,  Minn.,  at  9:00 
a.  in.,  Tuesday,  February  5,  1918. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  Putnam  on  the 
date  appointed,  the  complainant  being  represented  by  L.  J.  Siefcri, 
attorney  and  several  ntli«-r  interested  shippers  being  present.  The 
Chicago  v.v  Northwestern  Railway  was  represented  by  11.  .1.  Wagen, 
general  agent  and  E.  E.  Nash,  assistant  general  superintendent,  and 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  by  A.  S.  Willoughby, 
general  agent  and  N.  P.  Thurber,  superintendent. 

On  April  >-h  the  commission  made  its  findings  and  order  as  fol- 
lows : 
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BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

B.  H.  Ward  &  Co.  Complainants, 

vs. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company  and  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co., 

Respondents. 

Re  track  connections  between  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  and  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  at  Fairmont,  Minn. 

The  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  at  the 
Commercial  Club  rooms  in  the  city  of  Fairmont,  state  of  Minnesota,  on  the 
5th  day  of  February,  1918.  There  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  complainants, 
B.  H.  Ward  and  L.  J.  Siefert,  representing  B.  H.  Ward  &  Company.  There 
appeared  in  behalf  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company,  re- 
spondent, H.  J.  Wagen,  J.  G.  Perry,  E.  E.  Nash  and  R.  F.  Armstrong.  There 
appeared  in  behalf  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company, 
respondent,  N.  P.  Thurber,  A.  S.  Willoughby  and  F.  J.  Holmes. 

The  complainants  introduced  considerable  testimony,  and  upon  the  close 
of  their  testimony  the  respondent's  admitted  the  facts  as  testified  to  by  the 
complainant's  witnesses  and  that  the  construction  of  the  transfer  track  be- 
tween the  lines  of  railroad  in  question  was  practical  and  public  necessity  re- 
quired the  same.  The  Commission  finds  the  following  facts: 

That  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company,  a  corporation,  is 
operating  an  extensive  line  of  railroad  in  the  state  of  Minnesota  and  neigh- 
boring states  and  as  a  portion  of  its  properties  operates  a  line  of  railroad 
into  and  through  the  city  of  Fairmont,  Minnesota,  with  terminal  facilities  in 
said  city;  that  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company  is  a  cor- 
poration operating  an  extensive  system  of  railroad  in  the  state  of  Minnesota 
and  neighboring  states,  and  as  a  portion  of  its  properties  is  operating  a  line 
of  railroad  to  and  through  the  city  of  Fairmont,  with  terminal  facilities  in 
said  city; 

That  the  said  terminals  of  said  respondents,  within  the  said  city  of  Fair- 
mont, state  of  Minnesota,  are  approximately  300  feet  apart;  that  there  are  a 
number  of  industries  situated  within  the  city  of  Fairmont  about  equally  dis- 
tributed along  the  right  of  way  of  the  two  respondents;  that  said  industries 
are  continually  receiving  carload  lots  of  merchandise  and  are  daily  shipping 
their  products  in  carload  lots;  that  it  is  a  frequent  occurence  to  have  cars 
shipped  to  an  industry  at  Fairmont  that  will  arrive  in  the  city  of  Fairmont 
on  the  tracks  of  one  of  the  respondents'  railroad  and  industry  to  which  said 
cars  are  consigned  are  situated  on  the  right  of  way  of  the  respondent. 

That  because  of  the  lack  of  transfer  facilities  within  the  city  of  Fair- 
mont, it  is  frequently  necessary  to  unload  cars  on-to  trucks  and  drays 
and  to  haul  material  and  merchandise  in  said  cars  to  the  industry  to  which 
the  goods  are  consigned ;  that  if  there  were  transfer  facilities  the  said  cars 
could  be  immediately  transferred  to  the  industry  to  which  the  same  is  con- 
signed and  cars  immediately  unloaded;  that  such  transfer  facilities  would 
save  the  industries  from  24  to  72  hours  in  the  loading  and  unloading  of  cars, 
and  save  the  industries  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  expense,  and  would  free 
such  cars  for  further  service  to  the  railroad  companies  that  much  sooner. 
That  there  are  a  large  number  of  cars  that  would  be  handled  each  year  be- 
tween the  tracks  of  said  respondents  and  that  there  is  a  public  demand  for 
said  transfer  facilities  and  physical  connection  between  said  tracks,  and  the 
public  would  be  greatly  benefited  thereby;  and  that  it  is;  practical  to  con- 
struct said  transfer  facilities. 
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Therefore,  It  Is  Ordered,  That  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway 
Company,  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  the  re- 
spondents herein,  construct  and  operate  a  transfer  connecting  track  in  the 
city  of  Fairmont,  Martin  county,  State  of  Minnesota. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1918. 

This  order  was  served  upon  the  two  carriers  involved  and  was 
( -vidently  taken  by  them  to  the  regional  director,  R.  H.  Aishton,  Chi- 
cago, who  wrote  the  commission  on  April  26th  and  stated  he  would 
be  glad  to  order  the  track  built  if  a  necessity  for  the  track  could  be 
shown. 

In  response  to  this  a  copy  of  the  order  was  sent  him  along  with 
an  explanatory  letter,  and  in  answer  thereto  he  directed  the  two 
roads  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  track,  by  a  letter  writ- 
ten May  17,  1918. 

Several  letters  were  exchanged  between  the  commission  and  the 
representatives  of  the  railroads,  and  the  track  was  eventually  in- 
stalled on  August  10, 1918. 

A-2319.  Application  for  track  connections  at  Cannon  Falls  be- 
tween the  Chicago  Great  Western  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railways — A  petition  was  filed  with  the  commission  on  March 
25,  1918  by  the  Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company  seeking  an  order 
requiring  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railroads  to  install  a  connecting  track  at  Cannon  Falls  in 
order  to  allow  of  the  free  interchange  of  freight  between  the  two 
roads, 

A  copy  of  this  petition  was  served  upon  the  respondent  com- 
panies with  an  order  to  satisfy  the  complaint,  and  on  receipt  of  their 
separate  answers  tin-  eommission  set  the  case  for  hearing  at  the 
Falls  hotel,  Cannon  Falls,  Minn.,  on  Wednesday,  May  1,  1918,  but 
this  was  later  changed  to  Tuesday,  .Inly  2nd  at  the  office  of  the  com- 
"ii,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing-  before  Commission,  rs  Mills  and 
Jacobson  on  the  date  appointed;  the  milling  company  being  repre- 
sented l.y  II.  II.  Thay.T,  pn-sident,  .1.  O.  Kwinjr,  vice  president  and 
secretary,  and  \V.  II.  Hallield;  the  ( 'hieago  Great  Western  Railroad 
l>y  A.  <;.  I'.ri^s.  attorney,  and  I.  K.  Palmer,  superintendent  ;  and  the 
rhieair,,,  Milwaukee  ,^  St.  Paid  Railway  l.y  V.  \\ .  R.mt,  attorney, 
and  \V.  .1.  Thi.-le,  superintend 
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The  commission  instructed  its  engineer  to  prepare  a  report  of  the 
estimated  cost  and  most  feasible  place  of  constructing  the  connec- 
tion, and  on  August  7,  1918  the  commission  issued  its  findings  and 
order  as  follows : 


BEFORE  THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Cannon  Valley  Milling  Company,  Complainant, 

vs. 

Chicago,  Great  Western  Railroad  Company, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company, 

Respondents. 

Application  for  track  connection  at  Cannon  Falls. 

This  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  in  an  informal 
way,  Commissioners  Mills  and  Jacobson  present. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  situation  is  that  both  railroad  companies 
reach  Cannon  Falls;  that  in  order  for  the  complainant  to  carry  on  its  busi- 
ness and  receive  a  reasonable  supply  of  grain  therefor,  it  must  get  its  sup- 
ply of  grain  from  both  companies,  and  in  order  to  do  this  track  connection 
between  the  two  companies  is  necessary. 

That  the  best  service  into  Cannon  Falls  is  given  by  the  Chicago  Great 
Great  Western  Company,  'but  that  the  complainant's  mill  is  located  on  the 
track  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Company. 

That  the  practical  and  best  and  cheapest  way  for  said  track  connection 
to  be  jnade  is  the  one  shown  on  the  exhibit  attached  to  the  report  of  the  en- 
gineer of  the  Commission,  which  is  hereto  annexed  and  made  a  part  of  this 
report. 

That  in  view  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  Chicago,  -Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Company,  there  ought  to  be  some  arrangement  by  which  their  track- 
age could  be  used  by  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Company,  and  that  com- 
pany switch  its  cars  into  the  mill  instead  of  delivering  them  upon  the  con- 
necting track,  but  this  Commission  has  not  the  power  under  our  statute  to 
order  the  use  of  such  track.  If  it  had,  it  would  be  inclined  to  make  suc'h  'an 
order,  basing  the  use  of  the  track  on  some  rental  based  upon  its  engineer's 
valuation  thereof. 

The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  companies  should  be  required 
to  make  the  track  connection  suggested,  without  any  payment  on  the  part 
of  complainant,  as  the  connection  track  is  wholly  upon  the  right  of  way  of 
the  railroad  companies.  Such  connection  is  recommended  to  the  Regional 
Director,  who  has  this  matter  in  charge,  with  the  request  that  it  )be  disposed 
of  at  as  early  a  date  as  convenient. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  7th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A  copy  of  this  order  was  sent  to  R.  H.  Aishton,  Regional  Director 
of  Railroads  under  the  Federal  Government,  and  an  answer  was 
received  from  him  on  August  24th  objecting  to  some  part  of  the 
plans  and  suggesting  that  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Chicago  Great 
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Western  Railroad  rather  than  the  plan  suggested  by  the  engineer 
of  the  commission  be  adopted. 

A  number  of  letters  were  exchanged  between  Mr.  Aishton  and 
this  department  and  on  October  28,  1918  Mr.  Aishton  advised  the 
commission  that  he  had  instructed  the  two  roads  interested,  to  con- 
struct the  connection  at  the  location  suggested  by  the  commission. 


DANGEROUS  CROSSINGS 

A-2276.  Complaint  regarding  dangerous  crossing  in  the  village 
of  Wadena,  Minn. — On  December  '13,  1917  A.  J.  Zoerb,  as  attorney 
for  the  village  council  of  the  village  of  Wadena,  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  commission  setting  forth  the  dangerous  character  of  the 
crossings  at  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  streets  in  the  village  of  Wa- 
dena, where  the  tracks  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  intersect  the 
three  streets  named,  and  asking  that  an  order  be  made  requiring  the 
railway  company  to  safeguard  said  crossings  in  some  suitable  man- 
ner. 

The  complaint  was  set  for  hearing  on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1918, 
at  3 :30  p.  m.,  at  the  Merchants  hotel,  Wadena,  Minn.,  and  the  case 
came  up  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  F.  W.  Putnam,  as  sched- 
uled; the  company  being  represented  by  its  attorney,  B.  W.  Scan- 
drett,  and  the  village  of  Wadena  by  its  attorney,  A.  J.  Zoerb. 

Considerable  testimony  was  offered  by  the  village  authorities, 
tending  to  show  the  dangerous  character  of  the  crossings,  especial- 
ly Second  and  Third  streets;  the  Third  street  crossing  having  been 
the  scene  of  three  accidents  within  the  past  five  ye#rs,  probably  on 
account  of  its  being  the  main  traveled  highway.  Some  testimony 
was  also  offered  by  the  railway  company  through  its  agent  and 
superintendent. 

Tin'  commission  DM  (nested  a  report  on  the  crossings  from  its  Sig- 
nal Engineer.  \V.  I\« arton,  who  was  present  at  the  hearing,  and  in 
the  meantime  the  question  was  made  tin-  subject  of  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Kearton  and  the  supterintendent  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cilie  Railway. 

The  case  was  eventually  closed  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 

eiti/ens  <>!'  Wadena,  when  the  commission  issued  the  following  order  : 


286  THIRTY-FOURTH  AXXUAL  REPORT 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Village  of  W'adena,  Minnesota,  Complainant, 

vs. 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Respondent. 

Complaint  as  to  dangerous  crossings  over  the  right  of  way  of  the  Northern 

Pacific  Railway  Company  at  Wadena,  Minnesota. 

The  above  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  Putnam, 
on  the  llth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1918  at  the  Merchants  Hotel,  in  the  village 
of  Wadena.  The  matter  was  adjourned  to  the  Commercial  Club  rooms  in 
the  village  of  Wadena,  and  there  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  village,  A.  J. 
Zoerb,  Esq.,  as  village  attorney,  Mr.  August  Storcker,  president  of  the  vil- 
lage council  of  Wadena,  Mr.  J.  H.  Riice,  village  recorder,  and  Mr.  R.  M. 
Stuntebeck  a  member  of  the  village  council.  In  opposition  to  the  complaint 
there  appeared,  on  behalf  of  the  railway  company,  B.  W.  Scandrett,  Esq.,  as 
attorney,  Mr.  E.  J.  Hacken'berg,  superintendent,  and  C.  W,  Miller,  agent,  of 
the  railway  company  at  Wadena. 

The  application  requested  protection  to  the  public  at  Second,  Third  and 
Fourth  streets  over  the  right  of  way  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany. By  the  consent  of  the  representatives  of  the  village  of  Wadena,  the  ap- 
plication for  protection  of  the  Fourth  street  crossing  was  dismissed,  as  that 
crossing  h'as  been  vacated  by  the  village  and  is  closed  to  traffic; 

That  the  right  of  way  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  inter- 
sects Second  and  Third  streets  in  the  village  of  Wadena,  Minnesota,  and 
that  said  railway  company  operates  p'assenger  and  freight  trains  along  said 
right  of  way,  and  that  the  'Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  has  issued 
rules  prohibiting  the  running  of  trains  along  said  right  of  way  thru  the  vil- 
lage of  Wadena  at  a  speed  exceeding  ten  (10)  miles  per  hour; 

That  Third  street  is  the  main  business  street  of  the  village  and  all  traf- 
fic coming  from  and  going  to  the  north  crosses  the  railroad  tracks  on  Third 
street ; 

That  there  are  some  four  to  five  hundred  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Wadena  living  immediately  north  of  the  railroad  tracks  and  near  the  Third 
street  crossing; 

That  in  order  to  go  to  the  business  houses  and  to  the  schools  in  the  vil- 
lage, it  is  necessary  for  these  inhabitants  to  cross  the  railroad  tracks,  and 
the  Third  street  crossing  is  the  most  convenient  crossing; 

Third  street  in  the  village  of  Wadena  is  a  portion  of  the  Jefferson  high- 
way, and  during  that  portion  of  the  year  most  suitable  for  automobile  traf- 
fic, a  great  many  tourists  pass  through  the  village,  along  Third  street  and 
across  the  Third  street  crossing; 

That  the  view  of  the  tracks  approaching  Third  street  crossing  from  the 
north  is  obstructed  on  the  right  by  the  freight  depot  and  the  water  tower  of 
the  railway  company,  and  in  case  there  are  cars  on  the  side  tracks  they  will 
further  obstruct  the  view.  To  the  left  the  view  is  obstructed  by  buildings, 
and  if  freight  cars  are  on  the  side  tracks  or  on  the  scale  track,  the  view  is 
obstructed  until  the  party  approaching  from  the  north  is  directly  on  the 
tracks. 

In  approaching  said  crossing  from  the  south  the  view  is  obstructed  on 
the  right  side  by  buildings  close  to  the  right  of  way,  and  if  cars  are  spotted 
on  the  side  tracks  there,  the  view  would  be  obstructed  further. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  Third  street  crossing  is  a  dangerous 
crossing,  and  that  protection  should  be  given  to  the  public. 

The  Commission  finds  that  the  Second  street  crossing  is  not  a  main 
thoroughfare,  and  that  the  traffic  is  limited  to  local  teams  for  hauling  freight 
and  other  produce  to  'and  from  the  factories; 
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That  the  view  of  a  person  approaching  said  crossing  from  either  the 
north  or  south  is  not  obstructed,  and  that  one  approaching  the  Second  street 
crossing  and  using  proper  diligence  can  protect  himself  by  observing  the 
approaching  trains. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
shall  furnish  protection  at  the  Third  street  crossing  in  the  village  of 
Wadena.  by  placing  a  flagman  at  said  crossing  between  7:00  o'clock  A.  M. 
and  10:00  o'clock  P.  M. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  February  13th,  A.  D.  1918. 


COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  COMMISSION  MER€HANTS. 

A-±2SO.  Complaint  of  Lake  Sarah  Specialty  Farm  by  F.  C. 
Erkel,  manager,  against  Union  Hay  Company,  Minneapolis — Follow- 
ing the  exchange  of  considerable  correspondence  between  the  com- 
plainant in  this  case  and  the  commission  regarding  correct  returns 
on  shipment  of  alfalfa,  a  demand  was  made  for  a  hearing  before  the 
commission  in  order  that  all  the  facts  regarding  the  handling  of  the 
shipment  might  be  developed. 

The  case  was  therefore  set  for  hearing  before  the  commission 
at  its  office  in  the  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  on  Thursday,  January  17,  1918, 
at  10:00  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  the  respondent,  the  Union  Hay  Company, 
was  ordered  to  produce  all  information  in  its  possession  concerning 
the  matter  complained  of. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  according  to  schedule  before  Com- 
missioner Mills  ;  the  Union  Hay  Company  being  represented  by  W.  T. 
Chapman,  0.  D.  Fisher  and  II.  L.  Elliott,  the  complainant,  F.  C. 
Krkel,  appearing  on  his  own  behalf. 

Aft<T  hearing  the  statement  the  commission  closed  the  case  by  the 
following  findings  and  order: 

BBFORE  TIII-:   RAILROAD  AND  \v.\KKnnrsi-:  COMMISSION  OF  THE 

STATi:  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Lake  Sarah  Specialty  Farm,  F.  C.  KrkH.  Mgr.,  Rockford,  Minn  . 

Complainant, 
vs. 

Union  Hay  Comj.  M    Kxchange   Building,    Minn,  apolis, 

Minn. 

Respondent 

All*  in-  to  make  proper  rHiirn  on  carload  of  alfalfa. 

"ii  for  hearing  before  '  .:\<.  ,.n  Thurs 

January  17,  1918,  at  the  office  of  the  Commission,  stair  Capitol. 
Minnesota,  on  complaint  of  unfair  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  Union  Hay  Co. 
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The  facts  are  that,  the  complainant  shipped  to  the  Union  Hay  Company 
a  part  of  a  car  of  hay.  This  was  taken  from  their  farm  and  loaded  in 
the  car  by  the  direction  of  one  Campbell,  who  represented  the  Union  Hay 
Company  in  soliciting  the  consignment.  The  hay  was  .billed  on  the  23rd  day 
of  May,  1917,  by  one  Anderson,  to  the  Union  Hay  Company.  There  was  no 
division  in  the  car  showing  which  hay  was  loaded  from  complainant's  stack 
or  which  was  loaded  from  'Mr.  Anderson's.  At  the  door  inspection  in  Minne- 
apolis, the  hay  graded  No.  3  alfalfa.  On  a  reinspection  in  St.  Paul,  called 
for  by  the  Union  Hay  Company,  the  hay  graded  No.  3  mixed,  it  being  dif- 
ferent grasses,  timonthy,  clover,  alfalfa  and  wild.  The  market  for  this  grade 
was  $12.00  to  $12.75  per  ton. 

The  evidence  here  shows  by  those  who  had  examined  the  hay  that  there 
were  on  clear  bales  of  alfalfa  in  the  car,  'and  we  must  presume  that  the  State 
Inspection  in  regard  to  the  hay,  gives  it  the  correct  grade.  After  receiving 
the  hay,  the  Union  Hay  Company  sold  it  to  the  Farmers  Hay  &  Grain  Com- 
pany at  $16.00  a  ton,  and  the  Farmers  Hay  &  Grain  'Company  sold  it  to  the 
University  Farm  at  $20.00  a  ton. 

It  is  claimed  by  complainant  that  there  was  a  conspiracy  between  the 
two  hay  companies  by  which  one  should  sell  to  the  other  and  the  other — re- 
sell and  divide  the  proceeds,  'but  the  evidence  in  the  case  is  not  sufficient  to 
support  a  finding  of  that  nature,  although  personally,  I  think,  where  hay  can 
be  sold  for  $4.00  a  ton  more  shortly  after  the  first  sale  that,  the  original  con- 
signee should  have  taken  more  pains  in  looking  for  a  cu&tomer:  and  if  they 
had  they  probably  might  have  obtained  a  better  price,  but  it  is  in  evidence 
that  they  will  not  sell  to  the  University  Farm  for  the  reason  that  they  have 
to  sell  on  a  credit;  in  some  instances  for  three  months.  This  would  be  un- 
satisfactory to  most  of  their  customers. 

The  amount  of  hay  in  the  car  belonging  -to  complainant  is  9,380  Ibs.  No 
statement  or  bill  of  that  fact  has  been  rendered  to  complainant,  but  bill, 
whether  correct  or  not,  was  rendered  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  consigned  the 
car  to  respondents.  When  their  attention  was  called  to  the  complainant's 
claim  they  ought  to  have  sent  him  a  statement  in  regard  to  it.  Yet,  I  can- 
not find  any  such  lack  of  accounting  in  this  case  that  would  warrant  cancel- 
lation of  the  license  of  the  Union  Hay  Company.  If  such  a  condition  of  fact 
exists  and  the  Commission  could  get  the  evidence  of  it,  it  would  not  hesitate 
in  refusing  a  license  to  the  guilty  party. 
I  find  that  there  is  due  complainant; 

Gross $75.04 

from  which  should  be  deducted — 

Freight $5.06 

Inspection 50 

Weighing 50 

Switching 1.00 

Reinspection - 75 

Commission 2.71     $10.52 

Leaving  a  balance  of $64.52 

which  the  Union  Hay  Company  should  pay  at  once. 

It  seems  to  me  that  shipping  mixed  carloads  is  not  a  practical  proposi- 
tion unless  the  shippers  make  their  bales  so  that  the  inspector  can  determine 
what  belongs  to  him  and  wh'at  belongs  to  someone  else. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Union  Hay  'Company,  immediately  pay 
complainant  $64.52.  The  check  heretofore  sent  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not 
not  settle  the  claim  of  the  complainant  and  he  is  not  obliged  to  go  to  Mr. 
Anderson  for  it  or  accept  it  from  him. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  19th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A-2386.  Complaint  of  P.  J.  Regan,  Clontarf,  against  Hubbard 
&  Company  for  failure  to  make  return  for  hay  shipped — Formal  com- 
plaint was  received  September  9,  1918,  from  P.  J.  Regan  of  Clon- 
tarf, Minn.,  alleging  the  shipment  of  a  car  of  hay  to  Hubbard  & 
Company,  Minneapolis,  on  March  11,  1918,  said  to  contain  2,600 
pounds  of  hay,  which  complainant  alleges  respondent  handled  in 
such  a  careless  manner  as  to  result  in  serious  loss  to  said  P.  J.  Regan. 

Complainant  asked  for  a  formal  hearing  on  the  complaint  in 
order  that  a  full  investigation  might  be  made,  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  car  was  handled,  and  to  determine  the  responsibility  of 
the  respondent. 

The  case  was  accordingly  set  for  hearing  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1918,  at  10  a.  m.,  in  the  office  of  the  commission  in  St. 
Paul,  and  the  case  was  accordingly  heard  at  the  time  appointed  by 
Commissioner  Putnam. 

The  complainant  appeared  in  his  own  behalf  and  respondents 
were  represented  by  D.  F.  Foley  and  C.  G.  Hubbard. 

The  entire  case  hinged  on  two  questions;  first,  as  to  whether 
Hubbard  &  Company  had  used  due  diligence  in  the  handling  of  the 
car,  and  second,  as  to  the  liability  of  Hubbard  &  Company  for  pay- 
ment, where  it  was  shown  that  the  firm  to  which  the  car  was  sold 
had  not  remitted  the  money  to  Hubbard  &  Company.  , 

Koth  of  these  questions  were  answered  when  the  commission  on 
September  24,  1918,  dismissed  the  case  by  the  following  order : 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  complaint  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Regan  of  Clontarf,  Minnesota,  against 
Hubbard  and  Company,  commission  merchants  at  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota, for  alleged  failure  to  make  returns  on  the  hay  contained  in  car 
181717. 

The  foregoing  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  on  the 
16th  day  of  September,  1918,  at  10:00  o'clock  A.  M.,  at  its  office  in  the  state 
capitol  building,  St.  Paul.  Minnesota. 

•   apjM-an-d  in  b.-half  of  Hubbard  &  Co.,,  D.  F.  Foley,  attorney,  anfl 
C.  F.  Hubbard    !'    J    KCKHII.  the  complainant,  appeared  in  person,  and  G.  G. 

nt  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  inspection  Department 

The  Commission  fi 

That  on  M;in  h  11,  1918,  the  complainant  shipped  a  car  of  hay  from  Clon- 
tarf to  Hubbard  &  Co.,  -being  B.  &  O.  car  181717.  That  the  car  was  du! 

HuMmni  M  March  Mth.  and  Inspected  on  the  If.th 

t>y  th»-  B  '>n   hi-pariincnt.  and  traded  as  No.  3  prairie  and 

No.  1  ni i«  11  an  ,v  Co.  gold  the  car  to  the  Johnson  & 

Olson  Feed  Co.  on  M-irr-h  16th  for  114.00  per  ton.  tin-  car  briiu:  delivered  the 
same  day  to  the  Chicago.  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  to  be  switched  to  the  ware- 
house of  the  purchaser,  arriving  there  a  day  or  two  later. 
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Upon  arrival  at  the  warehouse  of  the  purchaser,  the  Johnson  &  Olson 
Feed.  Co.  refused  to  accept  the  car  and  made  an  offer  of  $2.00  per  ton. 
Messrs.  Hubbard  &  Co.  notified  the  complainant  to  that  effect  and  complai- 
nant instructed  Messrs.  Hubbard  &  Co.  to  refuse  to  accept  anything  less  than 
114.00  per  ton. 

Thereafter,  about  August  1,  1918,  Messrs.  Hubbard  &  Co.  caused  suit  to 
be  brought  against  the  Johnson  &  Olson  Feed  Co.  for  the  price  of  the  hay  at 
the  agreed  selling  price  of  $14.00  per  ton.  This  suit  is  still  pending. 

The  inspection  by  the  representatives  of  the  Railroad  &  Warehouse  Com- 
mission indicated  that  this  car  was  in  good  condition  and  the  hay  was  sold 
upon  the  grade  established  by  our  inspection.  The  duty  resting  upon  Hub- 
bard &  Co.,  after  the  sale  was  consumated,  was  to  see  that  Mr.  Regan  re- 
ceived his  returns  from  the  shipment  as  soon  as  possible.  It  would  appear 
that  Messrs.  Hubbard  &  Co.  notified  Mr.  Regan  as  soon  as  they  were  in- 
formed of  the  claim  made  by  the  Johnson  &  Olson  Feed  Co.,  and  that  they 
have  carried  out  Mr.  Regan's  instructions  since  that  time  and  cannot  be  held 
responsible  for  the  failure  of  the  Johnson  &  Olson  Feed  Co.  to  carry  out  their 
portion  of  the  contract.  Messrs.  Hubbard  &  Co.  did  not  call  for  a  re-inspec- 
tion on  the  car,  which  may  have  shown  the  defect  claimed  by  the  Johnson 
&  Olson  Feed  Co.,  but  this  is  only  a  supposition  and  not  sufficient  to  war- 
rant this  Commission  taking  'action  against  Hubbard  &  Company. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  complaint  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Regan  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  24t,h,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2382.  In  the  matter  of  complaint  of  Thomas  McLaughlin 
against  Hubbard  &  Company  of  improper  returns  on  car  of  straw— 
On  August  19,  1918,  a  formal  complaint  was  filed  by  W.  H.  Cherry, 
attorney,  on  behalf  of  Thomas  McLaughlin  of  Donnelly,  Minn., 
against  the  commission  firm  of  Hubbard  &  Company,  alleging  im- 
proper returns  on  a  car  of  straw  shipped  by  the  complainant  to 
respondent  at  Minneapolis  on  March  13,  1918. 

The  complaint  asked  for  a  full  investigation  by  the  commission 
and  a  formal  hearing  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  office 
of  the  commission  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Monday,  September  9,  1918, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  both  parties  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  postpone  this  case  until  September  16, 
at  the  same  time,  and  pursuant  to  this  arrangement  the  matter  came 
up  for  hearing  on  the  appointed  date  before  commissioner  Putnam. 

D.  F.  Foley  appeared  as  attorney  for  Hubbard  &  Company,  and 
C.  F.  Hubbard  and  W.  Culbert  were  also  present. 

The  complainant,  Thomas  McLaughlin,  appeared  on  his  own  be- 
half. Testimony  was  offered  by  both  parties,  the  respondent  ob- 
jecting to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commission  on  the  ground  that  the 
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transaction  was  a  case  of  barter  and  sale  and  hence  outside  the  jur- 
isdiction of  the  commission. 

Aftt-r  hearing  the  evidence  the  commission  took  the  case  under 
advisement  and  on  September  24  dismissed  the  proceedings  by  the 
following  order: 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  complaint  of  Thomas  M-cLaughlin  against  Hubbard  &  Com- 
pany, covering  the  improper  return  made  on  a  carload  of  straw. 
The  above  entitled  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission, 
in  its  office  in  the  state  capitol  building,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  on  September  16, 
191S,  at  10:00  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  complainant  in  this  action,  Mr.  Thos.  McLaughlin,  testified  that  he 
was  shipping  straw  from  Donnelly,  Minn.,  and  that  a  representative  of  Hub- 
bard  &  Company  of  Minneapolis  solicited  from  him  the  shipment  of  a  car- 
load of  straw  that  was  on  track  at  Donnelly  and  was  exhibited  to  said  sales- 
man, and  that  said  salesman  advised  complainant  that  the  straw  would 
bring  $10.50  per  ton  to  complainant  if  shipped  to  the  said  Hubbard  &  Oo., 
and  that  the  car  was  shipped  March  13,  1918,  from  Donnelly  to  Hubbard  & 
Company. 

That  thereafter  Hubbard  &  Co.,  offered  to  settle  for  this  car  on  the  basis 
of  $4.00  per  ton. 

Mr.  C.  F.  H-ubbard  testified  that  he  received  G.  N.  car  120733  on  M'arch 
18th  from  Mr.  McLaughlin  at  Donnelly;  that  it  was  inspected  in  Minneapolis 
as  No.  1  oat  straw,  and  sold  the  same  day  to  the  Culbert  Milling  Company. 
That  when  the  straw  arrived  at  the  warehouse  of  the  Culbert  Milling  Com- 
pany, it  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Culbert  that  the  straw  was  rotted  and  worth 
less  than  $4.00  per  ton,  for  which  amount  Mr.  Hubbard  settled  with  the  com- 
plainant Mr.  Hub-bard  stated  that  he  had  nothing  in  his  record  to  show  that 
there  was  any  purchase  of  the  straw,  and  that  as  far  as  he  knows  thfere  was 
no  purchase,  and  that  Huibbard  &  Company  has  accounted  for  the  shipment 
as  a  commission  sale.  The  complainant  has  no  writing  to  show  that  the 
transaction  was  a  sale. 

Under  these  conditions  the  Commission  is  unable  to  say  that  Mr.  Hub- 
bard has  not  settled  witht  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  shipper,  and  Mr. 
M<  Laughlin's  remedy  is  to  sue  Mr.  Hubbard  in  the  courts  for  the  purchase 
price  of  the  straw,  based  upon  his  claim  of  a  straight  sale. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  complaint  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
d  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  24th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2.'J'.7.  Complaint  of  Wm.  Arndt  of  inadequate  return  by 
Union  Hay  Company  on  car  of  hay — After  the  exchange  of  several 
letters  between  tin*  inspection  department  and  the  Union  Hay  Com- 
pany covering  the  question  of  alleged  improper  returns  on  a  car 

of  hay  shipped  )>y  Win.  Arndt   from  Delft.  Minn.,  to  the  Tnion  Hay 
Company,  t)  ••idrnt  eompany  on  May  •'!,  1!>ls,  asked  that  they 
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be  given  a  hearing  before  the  commission,  at  which  time  they  ex- 
pected to  prove  that  the  shipment  had  been  handled  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage of  the  shipper. 

The  hearing  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  office  of  the 
commission  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  May  14,  1918,  at  which  time  the  case 
came  on  for  hearing  before  Commissioner  Jacobson. 

The  complainant,  Wm.  Arndt,  appeared  in  person,  the  respond- 
ent by  H.  L.  Elliott  and  H.  R.  Campbell. 

The  case  really  resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  the  grade  of 
the  hay  as  determined  by  the  state  inspection  at  the  door  of  car 
as  compared  with  the  character  of  the  hay  as  disclosed  when  the 
car  was  actually  unloaded. 

The  respondent  objected  to  the  payment  of  Mr.  Arndt 's  claim  on 
the  ground  that  it  had  no  knowledge  that  reconsigned  hay  could  be 
reinspected,  but  the  hay  inspection  department  insist  that  it  is  com- 
mon knowledge  among  the  hay  dealers  that  cars  reconsigned  be- 
tween St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  are  subject  to  the  full  state  service 
at  point  of  destination  and  that  respondent's  failure  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  state's  service  renders  it  liable  for  payment  for  the  hay 
on  the  basis  of  the  current  price  of  the  hay  as  originally  graded, 
which  was  No.  1  Mixed. 

At  the  close  of  the  hearing  the  case  was  taken  under  considera- 
tion by  the  commission  resulting  in  the  following  finding  being 
made : 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION,  OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  Wm.  Arndt  vs.  Union  Hay  Company,  of  in- 
sufficient return  on  car  of  hay. 

This  ^ase  was  heard  by  Commissioner  Jacobson  on  May  14,  1918,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  necessity  of  investigating  the  handling  of  the  car,  and  the  illness 
of  Mr.  Jacobson  decision  has  been  delayed. 

The  facts  are  as  follows:  Car  70628,  loaded  with  hay,  was  shipped  out 
of  Delft,  Minnesota,  on  November  24,  1917  by  Wim.  E.  Arndt,  billed  to  the 
order  of  Wm.  E.  Arndt,  St.  Paul,  notify  Union  Hay  Company,  Minneapolis, 
but  on  account  of  mishandling  by  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Oma 
ha  Railway  car  was  delivered  at  Minneapolis,  and  later  was  forwarded  to  St. 
Paul.  At  Minneapolis  the  <?ar  was  inspected  and  given  a  grade  of  No.  1 
mixed,  which,  on  the  date  the  car  was  received,  was  selling  at  $23.00  per  ton. 
When  it  was  discovered  that  the  car  was  destined  St.  Paul,  it  was  forward- 
ed to  that  point.  The  rate  from  Delft  to  St.  Paul  was  9.8c,  which,  on  the 
basis  of  a  weight  of  20,150  pounds,  would  make  the  freight  charges  $19.75; 
and  on  this  basis  there  is  an  apparent  over  collection  of  $1.73  in  the  freight 
charges  shown  on  the  account  of  sales,  and  as  no  expense  bill  is  attached  to 
the  papers  this  amount  should  toe  refunded  to  the  complainant. 
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It  is  a  nutter  of  common  knowledge  among  the  hay  commission  mer- 
chants that  hay  received  and  inspected  at  one  terminal  will  be  inspected  by 
the  state  at  the  other  terminal  on  request,  but  the  Union  Hay  Company  failed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  state  inspection  service  and  cannot  therefore  escape 
the  responsibility  of  settling  on  the  basis  of  the  grade  given  this  consign- 
ment when  inspected  at  Minneapolis,  namely  No.  1  mixed  hay,  which,  as 
stated  above,  was  selling  at  $23.00  per  ton  at  the  time  shipment  was  handled. 

There  is  also  a  charge  shown  on  the  account  of  sales  of  $1.00  for  rein- 
spection  and  appeal,  but  as  no  such  service  was  performed  this  amount 
should  be  refunded,  as  should  also  the  trackage  charge  of  $1.00,  unless  a  paid 
expense  bill  can  be  produced  by  the  consignee  and  forwarded  to  the  com- 
plainant. 

Assuming  the  hay  weighed  20,150  pounds  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  based 
on  the  then  selling  price  of  $23.00  per  ton  would  be  $231.72,  from  which 
should  'be  deducted  an  expense  of  $28.42  plus  $150.00  advanced  on  the  ship 
ment.  making  a  total  deduction  of  $178.42,  leaving  a  balance  due  Wru.  E. 
Arndt  of  $53.30. 

The  Commission  therefore  finds  that  the  Union  Hay  Company  owes  to 
the  said  Wm.  E.  Arndt  the  sum  of  $53.30  as  a  settlement  of  his  claim. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  OLAUSH.V, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  October  1st,  A.  D.  1918. 


KATE  CASES. 

With  the  possible  exception  of  the  six  year  fight  waged  by  this 
commission  in  the  Minnesota  Rate  Case  there  has  never  been  an 
occasion  when  any  more  important  rate  questions  have  been  pre- 
sented for  solution,  than  has  been  the  case  during  the  past  y< 

Beginning  with  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Tinted  States 
against  Germany  there  was  a  serious  curtailment  in  transportation 
facilities  for  purposes  other  than  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  the 

ling  of  our  Allies.     As  the  preparations  for  a  proper  participa- 
tion by  this  country  proceeded,  the  restrictions  on  transportation 
became  more  pronounced,  until  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  21, 
1('1\    miller    which    the    I-Yderal    <  Jovernment    took    over   the   Op< 
lion  of  all  tin-  railroads  for  the  period  of  the  war. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  this  act  W.  G.  McAdoo,  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  was  appointed  Director  (Icneral  of  Railroads  by  T 
dent  Wilson  and  almost  immediately  began  to  isMie  orders  covering 
various  phases  of  railroad  operation  and  appointed  a  large  number 
of  railroad  oflicials  to  portions  in  what  has  since  become  known  as 
the  railroad  administration. 

on  account  of  the  tremendous  volume  >  mm  the  var 

ions  state  commission*,   traffic  organizations  and    the  shipping   pub- 
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lie  it  was  later  found  necessary  to  appoint  district  traffic  committees 
in  various  large  centers  of  transportation,  and  on  these  committees 
the  public  was  given  representation  by  the  appointment  of  one  mem- 
ber on  a  committee  of  three.  At  the  same  time  the  railroad  admin- 
istration asked  for  the  co-operation  of  all  the  state  commissions  in 
straightening  out  the  numerous  inequalities  which  were  brought 
about  l>y  the  issuing  of  what  has  since  become  well  known  as 
Order  No.  28. 

This  is  an  order  issued  May  25,  1918  and  provided  for  increases 
in  rates  on  all  freight  and  passenger  traffic,  the  merchandise  rates 
being  advanced  25  per  cent,  with  a  minimum  rate  of  25  cents  per 
'100  pounds  first  class,  while  commodity  rates  were  advanced  25 
per  cent  in  some  cases,  while  in  others  the  increase  was  a  fixed 
amount  per  100  pounds  or  per  ton.  Passenger  rates  were  ordered  ad- 
vanced to  three  cents  per  mile. 

These  increases,  ordered  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  were  said  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  federal  control  and  operation  of  the  railways  of  this  coun- 
try, which  were  being  largely  used  in  the  handling  of  war  traffic, 
and  to  defray  enormous  operating  costs  brought  about  by  increases 
in  wages  and  cost  of  fuel  and  supplies. 

A  careful  study  of  the  effect  of  these  increases  in  rates  disclosed 
a  number  of  glaring  inconsistencies,  which  resulted  on  account  of 
the  method  followed  in  increasing  rates.  When  the  rates  promul- 
gated under  this  order  were  being  prepared  the  railways  of  the 
country  all  sought  to  interpret  it  as  best  suited  their  views. 

In  the  first  instance  it  was  decided  by  the  carriers  that  state 
made  schedules  were  to  be  eliminated  and  the  increases  applied  to 
the  interestate  distance  rates.  This  commission  pointed  out  that 
such  a  procedure  would  be  clearly  discriminatory  and  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  order,  as  it  would  entail  increases  in  this  state  as 
high  as  130  per  cent,  and,  on  the  representations  made  by  a  commit- 
tee acting  for  all  the  states  which  appeared  before  the  Director  Gen- 
eral in  Washington,  the  order  was  amended  in  various  ways,  not- 
ably by  stating  specifically  that  the  increases  would  apply  to  ex- 
isting state  rates.  This  in  itself  was  a  great  gain  as  it  prevented  in- 
creases in  rates  which,  as  stated  before,  would  have  run  as  high  as 
130  per  cent  within  the  various  states,  if  the  use  of  interstate  sched- 
ules had  been  ordered  by  the  administration. 
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Another  difficulty  arose  over  the  method  to  be  followed  in  the 
construction  of  joint  rates  over  two  or  more  lines,  as  in  the  first  in- 
stance the  carriers  insisted  that  the  increases  should  be  added  to 
each  factor  used  in  the  construction  of  the  joint  rate,  while  this 
commission  insisted  that  the  increase  should  only  be  added  to  the 
total  through  rate,  and  in  this  connection  the  commission  was 
eventually  sustained  by  the  railroad  administration  at  Washington. 

The  original  order  also  provided  for  a  minimum  charge  of  $15.00 
per  car  on  practically  all  carload  shipmnets,  and  although  this  rule 
still  exists,  it  has  been  greatly  modified  by  excepting  from  its  ap- 
plication a  large  number  of  commodities  moving  in  this  state  for 
short  distances,  where  it  was  shown  that  a  strict  application  of  such 
a  rule  would  entail  increases  in  some  instances  as  high  as  100  per 
cent. 

The  foregoing  are  merely  a  few  instances  of  the  numerous 
cases  in  which  this  commission  was  either  asked  for  some  assistance 
I»y  shippers  or  undertook  to  secure  general  modifications  of  Order 
No.  28  where  it  was  seen  that  a  revision  was  necessary,  but  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  scope  of  the  rate  questions  which  have  arisen  since 
the  federal  government  assumed  operation  of  the  roads  as  a  war 
measure. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  cases  pending  to  which  the  commis- 
sion is  a  party,  in  which  shippers  are  seeking  some  equitable  ad- 
justments of -rate  questions  where  inequalities  have  been  brought 
about  by  the  interpretation  placed  on  Order  No.  28  by  the  different 
railroad  officials,  all  of  which  it  is  hoped  to  'bring  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion. 

Win -n  the  Federal  Government  assumed  control  of  the  railways 
of  the  United  States  a  number  of  short  lines  were  taken  over  which 
later  wen-  found  not  to  be  essential  to  the  operation  of  what  might 
be  termed  war  traffic,  ami  tin-  rout  ml  of  these  lines  was  later  re- 
linquished. All  of  the  lines  so  released  by  the  Federal  Government 
had  been  granted  increased  rates  by  the  director  general,  but  this 
commission  held  that  each  of  the  lines  would  have  to  file  n  formal 
request  with  it,  before  such  increased  rates  could  lawfully  become 
effective  in  the  state.  All  of  these  cases  are  reported  under  the  gen- 
eral head  of  I ;ate  Cases "  and  entailed  investigations  of  the  operat- 
ing accounts  in  order  to  determine  the  nued  <»f  the  increased  rates. 
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It  is  undeniable  tliat  the  small  roads  need  increases  in  freight 
rates  t«»  enable  them  to  meet  tin-  Tremendous  increase  in  operating 
costs,  it*  they  are  to  continue  in  business,  and  it  would  appear  the  in- 

asea  granted  will  hardly  enable  them  to  continue  operation. 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  RATING  OF  LIVE  STOCK. 

F721.  On  July  27,  1918,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
commission  that  inspectors  for  the  Western  Railway  Weighing  and 
Inspection  Bureau  were  demanding  that  shippers  of  live  stock  mov- 
ing to  various  points  for  exhibition  purposes,  furnish  a  statement  of 
ihe  actual  value  of  the  stock,  and  when  such  statements  were  fur- 
nished, the  charges  were  then  increased  to  a  basis  corresponding  to 
the  increases  provided  in  the  classification  for  stock  of  extraordinary 
value,  although  the  shippers  of  the  live  stock  moving  in  this  and 
surrounding  states  for  exhibition  purposes  were  releasing  the  com- 
pany from  liability  other  than  that  provided  for  stock  of  ordinary 
value,  and  then  protecting  their  shipments  by  insuring  the  stock. 

If  this  practice  had  been  continued  it  would  have  resulted  in 
such  enormous  charges  being  assessed  on  the  live  stock,  that  all 
shipments  to  fairs  and  other  agricultural  exhibitions  would  have 
'been  discontinued. 

Realizing  that  there  is  great  educational  value  in  such  ex- 
hibitions, especially  in  agricultural  states,  the  Minnesota  commis- 
sion brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  R.  H.  Aishton,  regional 
director  of  the  railroad  administration,  in  a  letter  written  to  him  on 
July  27th,  and  followed  this  up  lay  a  personal  presentation  of  the 
case  to  Mr.  Aishton  by  Chairman  Mills. 

As  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  Minnesota  commission,  supple- 
mented by  a  meeting  between  various  railroad  officials  and  repre- 
sentatives of  four  state  commissions,  orders  were  issued  to  inspec- 
tors of  the  Western  Railway  Weighing  and  Inspection  Bureau  to 
accept  shipments  of  live  stock  shipped  for  exhibition  purposes  on 
the  same  basis  as  had  heretofore  been  used. 

This  in  substance  means  that  the  shippers  can  move  their  stock 
under  the  regular  live  stock  contract,  fixing  their  own  values,  and 
the  value  so  placed  on  the  slock  by  the  shipper  fixed  the  liability  of 
the  carrier;  and  that  the  classification  would  not  give  the  carrier  a 
right  to  raise  the  values  given  by  the  shipper  and  charge  an  in- 
creased rate. 
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This  settlement  of  the  question  was  satisfactory  to  all  concerned 
and  allowed  for  a  full  exhibit  of  live  stock  at  all  state  fairs,  which 
under  the  original  ruling:,  would  not  have  been  possible.  The  result 
was  communicated  to  our  state  fair  hoard  and  satisfaction  with  the 
outcome  was  expressed  in  a  letter  from  the  secretary,  dated  August 
1!'.  1918. 

REDUCED  PASSENGER  RATES  FOR  STATE  FAIR. 

1-'7±J.  In  July  of  this  year  it  came  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mission that  owing  to  the  increase  in  passenger  fares  ordered  by  the 
Federal  <  Jovernmeiit,  effective  .luiie  25,  1918,  many  persons  who  had 
attended  the  Minnesota  state  fair  in  former  years  would  feel  they 
could  not  afford  to  pay  the  increased  fares,  and  hence  the  attendance 
would  he  greatly  reduced. 

A-  chairman  of  a  committee  representing  the  states  of  Nebraska, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin,  Missouri  and  Minnesnta,  the 
chairman  of  the  Minnesota  commission  wired  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Prouty. 
of  the  railroad  administration,  on  July  31st,  asking  that  reduced 
fares  be  made  for  all  state  fairs  held  in  the  states  named  above. 

An  answer  was  received  from  him  on  August  1st,  stating  that  a 
reduction  would  he  granted  in  passenger  rates  for  state  fairs,  and 
later  advice  was  received  from  the  director  of  passenger  traffic  of 
the  railroad  administration  that  a  rate  of  a  fare  and  a  half  for  the 
round  trip  would  he  made  for  all  state  fairs. 

This  information   was  transmitted  to  the  various  state  commis- 
sions interested  in  the  question  and  to  T.  II.  Canfield.  secretary  and 
manager  of   the    Minnesota    State    Fair    Association;   and    later   an 
amendment    to  the  order   was  secured   under  which   the  rates  \\ 
extended  to  COVer  the  same   territory   as  had   heen  covered  in   i 
years,  instead  of  being  restricted  to  the  state  of  Minnesota. 

•  ludjrinjr  from  a  letter  received  from  the  State  Kair  Association 
with  reference  to  the  attendance  at  our  own  fair  the  result  must 
have  been  quite  satisfactory  to  the  citi/.-ns  of  this  state,  as  the  at- 
trndanc.-  was  tin-  largest  in  the  history  of  the  state. 

A  I'M.")  Application  on  behalf  of  all  carriers  operating  in  Min- 
nesota for  an  advance  in  coal  rates  of  10  cents  per  ton  An  applica- 
tion >  ived  on  March  !».  1!M«I,  filed  l»y  K.  l».  Ober.  as  chairman 
of  the  Minnesota  lim-s.  scekin.u'  authority  to  increase  the  minis' 

I  on  bituminous  coal  10  cents  per  ton  in  order  to  eqiiali/e  the  in- 
crease in  the  interstate  rates  on  the  same  commodity. 
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A  hearing  was  ordered  to  take  place  on  Thursday,  March  23, 
1916,  and  was  held  according  to  schedule,  there  being  a  large  at- 
tendance of  shippers  and  railroad  officials  present.  The  case  was 
eventually  continued  to  Thursday,  April  13,  1916,  at  which  time 
there  was  a  larger  attendance  than  was  present  on  the  previous  oc- 
casion, and  two  days  were  consumed  in  taking  testimony.  At  the 
close  of  the  hearing  the  carriers  were  given  ten  days  to  file  briefs, 
respondents  to  have  a  similar  time  for  reply. 

Various  causes  contributed  to  a  decision  in  the  case  being  de- 
layed until  after  the  annual  report  for  1916  was  printed,  and  hence 
a  note  was  inserted  on  page  12  showing  the  case  as  awaiting  dis- 
position. 

Later  the  15  per  cent  advance  rate  case  came  before  the  commis- 
sion in  which  the  question  of  advances  in  coal  rates  were  involved 
and  the  case  was  held  open  until  the  latter  case  was  decided  under 
the  commission's  files  A-2160  and  A-2181. 

When  this  case  was  decided  the  request  for  advances  covered  by 
this  application  was  dismissed  by  the  following  order : 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD '  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  railroad  companies  doing  business  in  the 

state  of  Minnesota  to  increase  the  rates  on  soft  -coal  in  carload  lots  10 

cents  per  ton  on  shipments  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  all  points  on 

their  lines  in  the  state  of  Minnesota  south  of  the  Twin  Cities. 

The  railroad  companies  operating  in  the  territory  south  of  the  Twin 

Cities,  h'aving  on  the  second  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1916,  made  application  to 

the  Commission  for  an  increase  of  10  cents  per  ton  in  the  intrastate  rates  on 

soft  coal  in  carloads,  moving  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  points  within  the 

state  of  Minnesota,  south  of  the  Twin  Cities,  and  hearing  thereon  having 

been  had  and  the  case  not  having1  been  determined,  'and  the  matter  in  said 

application  having  been  disposed  of  in  an  order  of  the  Commission,  dated 

August  21,  1917,  effective  September  1,  1917. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  of  March  2nd,  A.  D.  1916, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  August  29th,  A.  D.  1917. 


A-2081.  In  the  matter  of  reparation  for  overcharge  on  shipments 
of  car  stakes,  Virginia  &  Rainy  Lake  Company  vs.  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  Railway — The  original  complaint  and  order  of  the  com- 
mission in  the  matter  of  Virginia  &  Rainy  Lake  Company  vs.  Duluth, 
Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  is  to  be  found  on  page  288  of  the  1917 
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report.  The  present  request  is  for  an  order  of  reparation  made  by 
the  Virginia  &  Rainy  Lake  Company  and  is  based  on  the  findings 
and  order  of  the  commission  in  the  case  heard  in  1917. 

The  complaint  was  duly  served  upon  the  Duluth,  Missabe  & 
Northern  Railway  company,  and  it  was  required  to  answer  within 
20  days.  On  receipt  of  its  answer  denying  the  relief  sought,  the 
commission  ordered  a  hearing  to  be  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Com- 
mercial club,  Duluth,  on  Tuesday,  Ferbuary  19,  1918,  which  was 
later  changed  to  Tuesday,  February  26,  1918. 

Pursuant  to  this  notice  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  on  the 
date  specified  before  Commissioners  Jacobson  and  Putnam,  at  which 
time  a  stipulation  was  entered  into  between  E.  L/ Boyle,  represent- 
ing the  complainant  and  E.  F.  Blue,  attorney  for  the  resopndent 
company,  under  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  railway  company 
would  inako  raparation  of  the  amount  demanded,  viz.,  $217.21,  and 
the  case  was  thereby  closed  without  the  necessity  for  a  formal  order. 

A-2155.  In  the  matter  of  rates  from  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  to 
stations  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — On  page 
287  of  the  annual  report  of  the  commission  for  19il7  will  be  found  a 
short  history  of  this  case  leading  up  to  the  appeal  of  the  Milwaukee 
company  to  the  Supreme  court  of  this  state,  from  the  order  of  the 
commission  with  reference  to  the  use  of  continuous  mileage  in  com- 
puting rates  from  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  to  stations  on  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  in  Minnesota. 

The  result  of  the  appeal  to  the  Supreme  court  was  a  decision 
affirming  the  decision  of  the  Ramsey  county  District  court.    From 
tliis  the  company  did  not  appeal  and  the  contention  of  the  corn- 
ion  was  fully  sustained  when  the  company  filed  a  tariff  carrying 
rates  from  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  to  destinations  on  its  line  in  Min- 
a,  based  on  continuous  mileage. 

Tin-re  arc  a  few  minor  points  in  regard  to  the  form  of  this  taritT 
which  arc  still  the  subject  of  correspondence  between  the  cornmis 
sion  and  the  company,  hut  in  the  essential  points  the  subject  can  be 
idered  as  closed. 

A  2160  A  2181.  Fifteen  per  cent  advance  in  freight  rates  in 
Western  Classification  Territory  In  March  1!M7  the  commission 

\\;is  ftdvised   that   the  carriers  operating  in   what    is  known  a: 

crn    '  in    territory,   which,    roughly   speaking   embraces  all 

of  the  1'nited  States  west  of  the  I nd ia na-1 1 1  inois  state  line  and  north 
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he  Ohio  river,  had  filed  a  petition  with  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  asking  for  a  modilicat  ion  of  the  rules  for  filing  tariffs; 
and  that  the  commission  agreed  not  to  suspend  tariffs  to  be  filed 
carrying  an  inerease  in  existing  rates  of  approximately  15  per  cent, 
the  advances  to  In-  effective  .June  1,  1917. 

As  the  proposed  increases  affected  all  states  in  the  territory 
named  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  form  some  kind  of  an  organiza- 
tion to  handle  the  case  on  behalf  of  all  states,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose a  meeting  was  held  at  Omaha  and  the  work  of  preparing  the 
case  apportioned  to  the  states  on  the  basis  of  the  larger  roads  serv- 
ing each  state, 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  set  apart  the  week  be- 
ginning May  7,  1917  for  hearings  on  the  carriers'  proposals  and  pro- 
tests against  the  increases,  the  hearings  to  be  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  following  these  hearings  other  dates  were  set  for  the  tak- 
ing of  testimony  of  shippers  of  different  commodities  and  of  the 
traffic  and  statistical  representatives  of  the  commission.  A  large 
amount  of  testimony  was  presented  by  the  eastern  and  southern  car- 
riers who  made  a  very  strong  case,  and  it  necessitated  the  prepara- 
tion of  numerous  exhibits  by  the  states'  representatives  in  order  to 
offset  the  case  by  the  carriers  who  were  able  to  show  greatly  in- 
creased operating  costs. 

The  testimony  offered  by  the  states,  therefore,  had  to  be  con- 
fined largely  to  showing  the  large  increases  in  revenue  caused  by  the 
natural  increases  in  traffice  handled,  but  at  the  same  time  the  car- 
riers' reports  were  analyzed  and  exhibits  prepared  to  show  that 
while  increases  might  be  necessary  and  entirely  proper  so  far  as 
some  commodities  in  some  districts  were  concerned,  it  would  be  un- 
n-asonable  to  grant  a  blanket  advance  of  15  per  cent  such  as  was 
proposed  under  the  tariffs  wrhich  the  carriers  were  seeking  to  file. 

The  entire  time  allotted  for  presentation  of  testimony  was  con- 
sumed and  arguments  and  briefs  filed  by  many  state  commissions, 
and  on  June  .'JO,  1917  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  handed 
down  a  decision  denying  a  blanket  increase,  but  allowing  some  in- 
creases in  class  rates  in  eastern  territory,  which  would  represent  an 
increase  of  about  4  per  cent  on  all  traffic  handled  in  that  territory. 
This  closed  the  case  so  far  as  the  application  for  advances  on  in- 
terstate rales  were  concerned. 

On  the  theory  of  a  desire  for  uniformity  in  state  and  interstate 
rates  the  carriers  on  May  15,  1917  filed  a  petition  with  the  Minne- 
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spta  commission,  setting  forth  the  need  of  additional  revenue  in 
order  to  meet  large  increases  in  operating  expenses  and  the  need  of 
money  for  additions  and  betterments. 

As  required  by  law,  the  commission  ordered  a  hearing  to  be  held 
in  its  office  on  Monday,  June  18,  1917,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
testimony  by  shippers  and  carriers,  and  full  notice  of  said  hearing 
\\as  given  by  mailing  a  copy  of  the  order  to  numerous  shippers, 
individuals  and  to  the  commercial  clubs  of  all  towns  and  villages 
with  more  than  500  inhabitants;  and  at  the  same  time  notices  were 
sent  to  all  papers  published  in  the  larger  cities  for  publication  as  a 
legal  notice  to  all  citizens  who  might  be  interested  in  the  proposed 
advance. 

Tonnage  statements  were  also  requested  from  the  carriers  operat- 
ing in  Minnesota,  covering  the  movement  of  some  commodities 
moving  in  large  volume  in  the  state.  A  questionnaire  was  also  sent 
out  asking  a  number  of  specific  questions  as  to  the  reason  for  the  re- 
quest for  increases,  the  extent  of  the  increased  operating  costs  and 
the  effect  the  granting  of  increases  would  have  on  traffic  conditions. 

As  a  result  of  the  publicity  given  the  case  a  large  number  of  let- 
ters were  received,  and  in  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  letters 
the  commission  was  urged  to  grant  the  increases  asked,  while  in 
othrs  an  entirely  opposite  position  was  taken. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  at  10 :00  a.  m., 
June  18,  1917  and  a  large  representative  body  of  shippers  and  rail- 
road traffic  officials  were  present. 

A  large  amount  of  testimony  was  offered  and  many  exhibits  were 
filed  by  the  carriers,  and  in  order  to  allow  of  a  study  of  these  ex- 
hibits the  ease  was  continued  until  July  5th,  at  which  time  the  ship- 
pen  wrre  to  present  their  side  of  the  BU6,  all  necessary  time  for  a 
full  presentation  being  assured. 

At  the  rnjue.Nt  ,,f  the  earriers  the  hearing,  which  was  to  have 
been  n -sinned  on  July  5th,  was  postponed  until  Monday,  October  29, 
1917,  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

<  Mi  July  16,  1917  the  carriers  filed  a  petition  with  the  Minnesota 
eoinniissinn  making  a  separate  application  for  an  increase  of  15 
cents  per  ton  in  the  rates  on  coal,  this  being  done  so  as  to  separate 
genera]  advance  from  the  coal  case. 

The  occasion  for  this  change  was  the  decision  handed  down  .June 

11M7  hy  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  denying  the  gen- 
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eral  advance  but  allowing  an  advance  of  15  cents  per  ton  on  coal, 
and  the  commission  therefore  issued  an  order  for  a  hearing  on  this 
petition  to  be  held  in  its  office  on  July  23,  1917  without  prejudice  to 
the  continued  case,  and  this  notice  was  given  the  same  state-wide 
publicity  as  was  the  former  one. 

In  accordance  with  said  order  the  case  came  on  for  hearing,  all 
commissioners  sitting,  there  being  present  a  number  of  the  lead- 
ing traffic  officials  of  the  railroads,  but  only  a  small  attendance  of 
shippers.  Considerable  testimony  was  taken  and  this  phase  of  the 
proposed  advances  in  all  freight  rates  was  closed  on  August  21,  1917, 
when  the  commission  issued  its  findings  and  order  as  follows : 


BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company, 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  Chicago  Great  West- 
ern Railroad  Company,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Com- 
pany, Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Company,  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railway  Company,  Duluth  ,Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Company,  Du- 
luth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Rail- 
road Company,  Duluth  &  Northeastern  Railway  Company,  Duluth  & 
Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Company,  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
pany, Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Mani- 
toba Railway  Company,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Rail- 
way Company,  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  Company,  Minneapo- 
lis &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company,  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Rail- 
way Company,  Minnesota  &  International  Railway  Company,  Mississippi, 
Hill  City  &  Western  Railway  Company,  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, to  increase  coal  and  coke  rates  between  stations  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota. 

The  railroads  request  a  horizontal  increase  of  15  cents  per  ton  on  coal 
and  coke  upon  state  traffic  to  correspond  with  the  increase  which  was  al- 
lowed by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  upon  interstate  traffic,  effec- 
tive July  27,  1917. 

Prior  to  this  date  the  rates  on  coal  over  all  lines  of  railroad  from  the 
head  of  the  lakes  to  the  Twin  Cities  were  identical.  The  rate  on  soft  coal 
was  96c  per  ton  and  on  hard  coal  $1.20  per  ton.  Upon  the  27th  of  July  the 
interstate  lines — the  Great  Northern,  Omaha  and  "Soo"  railroads — increased 
their  rates  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  the  Twin  Cities  and  all  points  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota  15  cents  per  ton  on  co'al  and  coke.  This  increase  was 
allowed  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  the  recent  15  per  cent 
case. 

The  Northern  Pacific  is  the  only  state  line  between  the  head  of  the  lakes 
and  the  Twin  Cities.  It  cannot  increase  its  rates  from  Duluth  without  the 
consent  of  the  State  Commission,  and  hence  on  July  27th  its  rates  were  15 
cents  per  ton  lower  than  those  applicable  upon  the  interstate  lines.  It  has 
coal  docks  on  its  rails  at  Duluth  and  Superior. 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1917,  the  total  tonnage  of  coal  moving  from 
Duluth,  Minn.,  via  the  Northern  Pacific  was  648,981  tons;  from  Superior, 
Wis.,  1,240,965  tons,  and  from  Ashland,  Wis.,  9,977  tons.  Of  this  amount  the 
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movement  to  the  Twin  Cities  consisted  of  256,993  tons  from  Duluth  and  437,- 
703  tons  from  Superior.  Of  the  total  tonnage  handled  36. 24^0  comes  from 
Duluth. 

Coal  dealers  in  the  Twin  Cities  bring  in  their  coal  over  all  lines  of  rail- 
road from  the  head  of  the  lakes,  and  coal  of  the  same  class  is  placed  in  the 
same  bin  regardless  of  the  line  over  which  it  comes.  The  railroads  absorb 
the  switching  charges  upon  competitive  coal  switched  at  tZie  Twin  Cities  and 
at  the  head  of  the  lakes.  When  the  interstate  rates  became  effective  the 
coal  dealers  increased  the  price  of  coal  to  take  care  of  the  advance  in  rates, 
and  the  consumers  are  being  charged  the  increased  rate  regardless  of  the 
line  over  which  it  moves. 

A  differential  of  15  cents  per  ton  in  the  freight  rate  will  force  a  much 
larger  volume  of  tonnage  over  the  Northern  Pacific  railway  because  the  coal 
dealers  will  seek  to  take  advantage  of  the  lower  rate.  Practically,  this  15 
cent  differential  between  these  points  cannot  exist;  either  the  interstate 
rate  must  meet  the  level  of  the  state  rate  or  the  state  rate  must  be  raised 
to  the  level  of  the  interstate  rate,  or  else  there  must  'be  -an  attempt  to  har- 
monize the  difference  by  raising  one  and  lowering  the  other. 

Coal  rates  to  most  all  points  south  of  the  Twin  Cities  are  blanketed. 
Broadly  speaking  the  rate  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  southern  Minne- 
sota points  on  soft  coal  is  $1.40  per  ton,  and  this  rate  has  been  in  effect  for  a 
good  many  years.  Prior  to  December  1,  1910,  the  rate  to  these  points  from 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Green  Bay  and  northern  Illinois  mines  was  also  $1.40. 
On  December  1,  1910,  the  interstate  rates  from  the  points  mentioned  were  in- 
creased to  $1.50  per  ton;  upon  September  30,  1915,  they  were  in  increased  to 
$1.60  per  ton;  and  upon  the  27th  day  of  July,  1917,  they  were  further  in- 
creased to  $1.75  per  ton,  so  at  the  present  time  there  is,  generally  speaking 
a  differential  of  35  cents  per  ton  on  the  rates  on  soft  coal  from  the  head  of 
the  lakes  and  from  the  Illinois  mines  and  other  interstate  points  to  stations 
in  southern  Minnesota.  Up  to  the  27th  day  of  July  the  rates  from  the  head 
of  the  lakes  to  southern  Minnesota  points  over  all  lines  of  railroad  reaching 
them  were  similar,  but  upon  that  date  the  interstate  lines  increased  their 
rates  15  cents  a  ton.  While  the  Omaha  has  -a  direct  line  from  Duluth  to 
southern  Minnesota  points,  it  is  possible,  on  account  of  the  difference  in 
state  and  interstate  rates,  to  make  a  lower  combination  over  the  state  lines 
than  the  published  rate  over  a  single  line.  The  present  rate  basis  disturbs 
the  relation  of  rates  that  has  long  existed  at  southern  Minnesota  points  on 
coal  moving  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Illinois 
fields. 

The  difference  in  the  value  and  quality  of  coal  moving  from  the  head  of 
the  lakes  and  the  fact  that  it  has  paid  a  lake  and  rail  rate  to  the  docks,  justi- 
fies the  conclusion  that  an  exact  parity  of  rates  to  southern  Minnesota  points 
is  not  necessary  between  dock  coal  and  the  product  originating  in  Illinois 
fields  or  coming  through  Lake  Michigan  points.  Nevertheless,  the  margin 
favoring  dock  coal  should  not  'be  wide  enough  to  unduly  influence  the  move- 
ment of  traffic  or  to  create  an  undue  or  unjust  preference  or  advanta^ 
favor  of  dock  coal  as  against  Illinois  coal. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  only  two  ways  for  the  consumers  in  this 
state,  west  and  south  of  the  head  of  the  lakes,  to  get  the  advantage  of  state 
rates  on  coal.  The  first  Is  where  the  INorthern  Pacific  makes  direct  delivery 
to  dealers  along  its  own  lines,  and  the  second  is  where  the  Northern  Pa<  iti< 
delivers  coal  to  conn. -<-i:niz  carrier  at  Hinckley  and  the  Twin  Cities.  A  third 
method  will  be  secured  if  the  Supreme  Court  sustains  the  contention  of  this 
Commission  that,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  has  its  own 
lines  direct  to  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

The  decision  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in  Houston,  East  and  West  Tex- 
as Ry,  Co.  v.  United  States,  234  U.  S.  342,  announced  the  principle  that  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  jurisdiction  over  discriminations  o 
itiK  between  state  and   interstate  rates.     The  reasonable  exercise  of  that 
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power  cannot  now  be  denied  by  the  states.    On  page  354  of  the  opinion  the 

Court  says: 

"That  an  unjust  discrimination  in  the  rates  of  a  common  carrier,  by 
which  one  person  or  locality  is  unduly -favored  as  against  another  under 
substantially  similar  conditions  of  traffic,  constitutes  an  evil  is  undeni- 
able; and  where  this  evil  consists  in  the  action  of  an  interstate  carrier 
in  unreasonably  dicriminating  against  interstate  traffc  over  its  line,  the 
authority  of  Congress  to  prevent  it  is  equally  clear.  It  is  immaterial, 
so  far  as  the  protecting  power  of  Congress  is  concerned,  that  the  dis- 
crimination arises  from  intrastate  rates  as  compared  with  interstate 
rates.  The  use  of  the  instrument  of  interstate  commerce  in  a  discrim- 
inatory manner  so  as  to  inflict  injury  upon  that  commerce,  or  some  part 
thereof,  furnishes  abundant  ground  for  Federal  intervention.  Nor  can 
the  attempted  exercise  of  state  authority  alter  the  matter,  where  Con- 
gress has  acted  for  a  state  may  not  authorize  the  carrier  to  do  that 
which  Congress  is  entitled  to  forbid  and  has  forbidden." 
On  page  355  this  language  is  used: 

"It  is  also  clear  that,  in  removing  the  injurious  discriminations 
against  interstate  traffic  arising  from  the  relation  of  intrastate  to  in- 
terstate rates,  Congress  is  not  bound  to  reduce  the  latter  below  what  it 
may  deem  to  be  a  proper  standard  fair  to  the  carrier  and  to  the  public. 
Otherwise,  it  could  prevent  the  injury  to  interstate  commerce  only  by 
the  sacrifice  of  its  judgment  as  to  interstate  rates.  Congress  is  entitled 
to  maintain  its  own  standard  as  to  these  rates  and  to  forbid  any  dis- 
criminatory action  by  interstate  carriers  which  will  obstruct  the  freedom 
of  movement  of  interstate  traffic  over  their  lines  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  it  establishes." 
On  page  351  and  352  of  the  same  opinion  the  Court  states: 

"The  fact  that  carriers  are  instruments  of  intrastate  commerce  as 
well  as  of  interstate  commerce  does  not  derogate  from  the  complete  and 
paramount  authority  of  Congress  over  the  latter  or  preclude  the  Federal 
power  from  being  exerted  to  prevent  the  intrastate  operations  of  such 
carriers  from  'being  made  a  means  of  injury  to  that  which  has  been  con- 
fided to  the  Federal  care. 

"Wlherever  the  interstate  and  intrastate  transactions  of  carriers 
are  so  related  that  the  Government  of  the  one  involves  the  control  of  the 
other,  it  is  Congress,  and  not  the  state,  that  is  enitled  to  prescribe  the 
final  and  dominant  rule,  for  otherwise  Congress  would  be  denied  the 
exercise  of  its  constitutional  authority  and  the  state,  and  not  the  Nation, 
would  be  supreme  within  the  national  field." 

Following  the  Shreveport  decision  the  I.  C.  C.  decided  the  Missouri  Riv- 
er-Nebraska Cases,  40  I.  C.  C.  201.  We  quote  the  following  language  from 
pages  254  and  255: 

"The  Nebraska  Commission  does  not  question  the  duty  of  this  Com- 
mission to  direct  the  removal  of  unjust  discriminations  caused  by  differ- 
ences between  interstate  and  intrastate  rates.  It  recognizes  our  author- 
ity under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Houston  &  Texas  Ry.  v. 
United  States,  234  U.  S.  342,  to  direct  the  removal  of  such  discrimina- 
tions although  state  rates  are  increased  thereby.  It  insists,  however, 
that  this  authority  may  not  be  exercised  unless  the  Commission  finds, 
and  is  justified  by  the  evidence  in  finding,  that  the  intrastate  rates  are 
confiscatory.  This  position  involves  the  assumption  that  a  state-made 
rate  or  system  of  rates  cannot  be  said  to  cause  unjust  discrimination  un- 
less it  is  unlawful  for  another  reason,  namely,  that  it  is  so  low  as  to  de- 
prive the  carriers  of  their  property  without  due  process  of  law  or  to  deny 
them  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws.  Such  an  assumption  finds  no 
support  in  those  sections  of  the  act  which  defines  unjust  discrimination 
and  undue  prejudice,  nor  can  it  be  justified  in  practice  or  on  principle. 
This  Commission  is  frequently  called  upon  to  determine  whether  a  rela- 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  305 

tion  of  rates  is  unjustly  discriminatory  where  no  question  is  or  can  be 
raised  as  to  whether  any  of  the  rates  involved  are  confiscatory.  The 
act  gives  it  no  authority  to  determine  whether  state-made  rates  are  con- 
fiscatory. The  position  is  wholly  indefensible  that  this  Commission  must 
inquire  into  an  issue  as  to  which  it  has  no  jurisdiction  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  a  question  as  to  which  its  jurisdiction  is  not  only  com- 
plete, but  exclusive." 

The  principle  was  again  re-affirmed  by  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  the  American  Express  Company  v.  South  Dakota  ex  rel.  Caldwell,  243 
1  s.  657,  decided  June  11,  1917.  On  page  660  the  Court  says: 

"In  its  specific  direction  the  order  merely  prohibits  charging  higher 
rates  to  and  from  Sioux  Citiy  than  to  and  from  the  five  South  Dakota 
cities.  It  could  be  complied  with  (a)  by  reducing  the  interstate  rates  to 
the  South  Dakota  scale,  or  (b)  by  raising  the  South  Dakota  rates  to  the 
interstate  scale,  or  (c)  by  reducing  one  and  raising  the  other  until  equal- 
ity is  reached  in  an  intermediate  scale.  The  report  (which  is  made  a 
part  of  the  order)  contains,  among  other  things,  a  finding  that  the  inter- 
state rates  which  were  prescribed  by  the  Commission  were  not  shown  to 
•be  unreasonable.  This  finding  gives  implied  authority  to  the  express 
companies  both  to  maintain  its  interstate  rates  and  to  raise  to  their  level 
the  intrastate  rates  involved.  For,  if  the  interstate  rates  are  maintained, 
the  discrimination  can  be  removed  only  by  raising  the  intrastate  rates. 
"But  the  finding  that  discrimination  exists  and  that  the  interstate 
rates  are  reasonable  does  not  necessarily  imply  a  finding  that  the  intra- 
state rates  are  unreasonable.  Both  rates  may  lie  within  the  zone  of  rea- 
sonableness and  yet  involve  unjust  discrimination.  Interstate  Commerce 
v.  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Ry.  Co.,  145  U.  S.  263,  36  L.  ed.  699.  Proceedings 
to  remove  unjust  discrimination  are  aimed  directly  only  at  the  relation 
of  rates.  If  in  such  a  proceeding  an  unreasonable  rate  is  uncovered  and 
that  rate  made  reasonable,  it  is  done  as  a  means  to  the  end  of  remov- 
ing discrimination.  The  correction  is  an  incident  merely." 
In  the  case  of  Holmes  &  Hallowell  Company  v.  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company  et  al.,  37  I.  C.  C.  627,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  in 
speaking  of  the  Minnesota  rates  on  bituminous  coal  from  Duluth  to  points 
south  of  the  Twin  Cities,  among  other  things,  said: 

"Complainants'  allegations  that  the  rates  now  in  effect  on  coal  from 
the  head  of  the  lakes  to  the  points  here  involved  are  unjustly  discrim- 
inatory find  abundant  support  in  the  evidence  of  record  and  admissions 
of  the  carriers.  The  effect  of  the  Minnesota  intrastate  rates  upon  the 
the  rates  for  interstate  movements  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  is  not  ful- 
ly disclosed  in  the  foregoing  tables.  The  state  schedules,  as  have  been 
shown,  determine  the  rates  to  many  competitive  points.  The  result  is 
that  points  unaffected  toy  competition  bear  higher  rates  than  equally  dis- 
tant competitive  points.  The  rates  made  by  competition  have  in  turn 
determined  the  rates  to  intermediate  points  as  required  by  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, but  in  many  instances  these  rates  are  not  graded  as  formerly,  in 
order  to  minimize  the  reductions  the  present  rates  in  certain  instances 
h.i\e  hi •••n  blanketed  for  long  distances.  When  released  from  the  Min- 
nesota authority  at  the  boundary  lines  of  that  state  the  carriers  have 
maintained  their  interstate  rates  upon  substantially  their  former  basis. 
As  a  result  the  rates  to  points  in  Minnesota  are  upon  a  substantially  low- 
er mileage  basis  than  to  points  in  adjacent  stat. 
On  page  647  of  the  opinion  the  Commission  says: 

"No  justification  has  been  or  can  be  made  for  the  large  differ* 
in  coal  rates  for  substantially  similar  distances  in  this  territory  or  for 
the  a-brupt  and  large  difference  in  the  rate  to  North  Dakota  points  as 

I   with   rates  to  points   in   .Minnesota.     The  conclusion  is 
Bistable  that  unjust  discrimination  has  been  shown  in  the  coal  rates 
under  attack." 
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and    finally,    on    page  649  the  Commission  concludes  with    the    following 
language: 

••\Ve  further  find  that  the  rates  on  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
here  attacked  have  not  been  shown  to  be  unreasonable,  but  it  is  found 
that  unjust  discrimination  is  caused  by  the  relation  of  the  -coal  rates  in 
this  territory." 

In  the  15%  case,  45  I.  C.  C.,  page  322,  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion said: 

"In  the  eastern  district  increased  rates  have  recently  been  permitted 
to  become  effective  generally  on  bituminous  coal,  coke,  and  iron  ore. 
\\V  think  that  similar  increases  may  properly  <be  permitted  in  the  south- 
ern district  on  coal,  coke,  and  iron  ore,  'and  in  the  western  district  on 
coal  and  coke.  This  will  preserve  rate  relationships  between  the  several 
districts.  In  the  southern  district  the  proposed  increased  rates  on  coal 
are  on  the  'basis  of  15  per  cent,  with  a  maximum  of  15  cents  per  ton. 
These  tariffs  we  shall  permit  to  become  effective.  In  the  western  dis- 
trict the  increases  are  based  upon  15  per  cent,  with  a  miximum  of  15 
cents  per  ton.  These  tariffs  will  be  suspended,  but  the  western  carriers 
may,  if  they  so  elect,  file  new  tariffs  carrying  increases  in  rates  on  coal 
and  coke  not  exceeding  in  any  case  15  cents  per  ton." 

The  recent  increase  of  15  cents  per  ton  upon  coal  and  coke  moving  into 
Minnesota  territory  over  interstate  lines  resulted  from  the  decision  just  re- 
ferred to.  We  believe  that  the  judgment  of  the  I.  C.  C.  was  influenced  by 
the  increasing  cost  of  labor,  fuel,  supplies  and  material,  and  the  fact  that 
the  net  operating  revenues  of  many  of  the  railroads  of  the  country  showed 
a  substantial  decline  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  current  year.  State 
and  Federal  Authorities  should  co-operate  in  securing  rate  structures  which 
are  fair,  just  and  reasonable  to  local  as  well  as  interstate  patrons.  This 
commission  is  always  willing  to  consult  and  co-operate  fully  with  the  Inter- 
state 'Commerce  Commission  in  fixing  a  just,  reasonable  and  non-discrimina- 
tory rate. 

A  careful  review  of  the  facts  and  the  law  convinces  us  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  carriers  to  increase  the  coal  and  coke  rates  upon  state  traffic 
should  be  granted  in  a  modified  form,  and  also  the  C.  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.  should 
be  permitted  to  line  up  its  coke  rates  with  the  present  rates  on  hard  coal. 
This  is  an  abnormal  period  and  rate  increases  involved  at  this  time  should 
ibe  subject  to  modification  when  the  normal  status  is  restored.  The  commis- 
sion regards  this  as  a  temporary  order,  and  at  an  opportune  moment  it  is 
willing  to  use  every  effort  to  secure  a  just  and  reasonable  readjustment  of 
state  and  interstate  coke  and  coal  rates. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  railroad  companies  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  permitted  to  increase  the  rates  on  coke  and  coal  15  per 
cent,  subject  to  a  maximum 'advance  of  15  cents  per  ton  over  one  or  more 
lines,  and  that  in  no  case  shall  the  rates  over  two  or  more  lines  of  railroad 
exceed  the  rates  which  may  be  arrived  at  by  the  use  of  85  per  cent  of  the 
sum  of  the  local  coal  rates  in  and  out  of  the  Twin  'Cities,  and  that  in  no  case 
shall  the  rates  on  bituminous  coal  exceed  the  rate  on  such  coal  from  Chi- 
cago or  the  Illinois  first  vein  fields  to  destinations  within  the  state;  that  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  be  permitted  to  line  up  their  coke  rates  with 
the  present  rates  on  hard  coal;  that  said  rates  shall  remain  in  effect  for  the 
period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  publication,  and  the  carriers  may  be  per- 
mitted to  file  a  petition  for  the  continuance  of  the  order  if  rate  and  operating 
conditions  remain  unchanged  at  the  expiration  of  that  time.  The  order  to 
become  effective  on  Sept.  1,  1917. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  21st,  A.  D.  1917. 
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This  order  was  slightly  modified  on  August  29th  and  September 
13th  so  as  to  provide  for  rates  over  two  or  more  lines,  and  to  bring 
one  section  of  the  advance  into  line  with  the  order  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission. 

This  still  left  open  the  question  of  a  general  advance  of  15  per 
which  had  been  postponed  to  October  29,  1017. 

On  October  25th  a  further  continuance  until  January  2,  1918 
was  requested  by  the  carriers,  which  was  granted,  and  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  letter  to  the  commission  under  date  of  December  12, 
1917,  asking  that  in  view  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  case 
before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  the  case  before  the 
Minnesota  commission  be  also  indefinitely  postponed,  and  the  case 
was  therefore  brought  to  a  conclusion  when  the  commission  issued 
the  following  notice : 


BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  railroad  companies  classified  as  A. 

B.  and  C.  for  a  horizontal  increase  of  fifteen  per  cent  on  all  intrastate 

freight  rates. 
To  Whom  it  May  Concern: 

At  the  request  of  the  Carriers,  the  hearing  in  the  matter  of  the  fifteen 
per  cent  increase  in  freight  rates,  set  to  take  place  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
mission at  capitol  building,  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  Wednesday,  January  2,  A.  D. 
1918,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  13th,  A.  D.  1917. 


A  -J1 '.»."».    In  the  matter  of  reconsignment  of  shipments  of  grain 
between  points  within  the  State  of  Minnesota — Under  date  of  July 

L',  1!»17  ;i  complaint  was  filed  with  the  commission  by  the  Minneapolis 
Traffic  Association  on  behalf  of  Randall,  Gee  and  Mitchell,  Minne- 
apolis, alleging  the  nnreasonah!'  •'  the  joint  rate  rules  of  the 
Great  Northern,  Northern  Pacific  and  Soo  Line  Railways  as  applied 
to  shipments  of  grain  .stopped  in  transit  for  sampling  and  that  an 
order  issue  requiring  the  tlr  ien  named  to  cease  from  <'harg- 
ing  two  local  rates  on  shipments  of  grain  so  stopped  for  inspection 
,im  pi  ing,  and  to  charge  only  a  $2.00  reconsigning  charge  on  such 
shipments  where  ti  actually  a  change  in  the  consignee  Or 
destination. 
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This  complaint  was  served  upon  the  carriers  and  upon  receipt  of 
tlu-ir  separate  answers  denying  the  relief  sought  by  the  complainant, 
the  commission  ordered  a  hearing  to  be  held  at  its  office  on  Thurs- 
day, August  2,  1917;  but,  on  request  of  counsel  for  complainant, 
dated  .Inly  13,  1917,  the  case  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

A-2212.  Application  of  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway 
Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates — Under  date  of  August 
9,  1917  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  by  "Wm. 
Magivny  its  president,  filed  an  application  with  the  Minnesota  com- 
mission, asking  authority  for  the  publication  of  a  switching  tariff 
naming  increased  charges  for  various  switch  movements  over  the 
rails  of  the  Terminal  comp'any  and  increased  charges  for  loading  and 
unloading  live  stock. 

As  the  changes  would  affect  the  entire  live  stock  shipping  indus- 
try, notices  were  sent  to  a  large  number  of  Farmers'  Shipping  As- 
sociations and  individual  stock  shippers,  giving  advice  of  the  filing 
of  the  petition  and  fixing  a  hearing  to  be  held  at  the  office  of  the 
commission  on  Friday,  August  31,  1917. 

Pursuant  to  said  notice  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  Com- 
missioners Mills  and  Jacobson ;  the  Terminal  company  being  repre- 
sented by  its  attorneys  Davis,  Severance  &  Olds ;  the  objectors  be- 
ing represented  by  C.  W.  Cummins,  attorney,  representing  the  Min- 
nesota Central  Co-Operative  Live  Stock  Shipping  Association,  and 
by  a  large  number  of  representatives  of  live  stock  shipping  asso- 
ciations. 

A  considerable  amount  of  testimony  was  taken  and  it  was  un- 
derstood that  briefs  would  be  filed  by  both  parties.  In  the  mean- 
time an  analysis  of  the  accounts  of  the  Terminal  company  was  made 
by  the  commission  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  necessity  for 
increased  revenue  if  it  actually  existed.  On  receipt  of  briefs  and 
after  a  study  of  the  entire  case  in  the  light  of  the  connection  between 
the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company  and  the  St,  Paul 
Union  Stockyards  Company,  the  commission,  on  December  6,  1917, 
made  its  finding  and  order  as  follows: 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  advance  its  switching  -charges  on  live  stock. 
This  matter  came  on  for  hearing  'before  the  Commission  on  the  31st  day 
of  Augus>t,  A.  D.  1917  and  was  heard  before  Commissioners  Mills  and  Jacob- 
son;  and  has  been  considered  by  them,  no  other  commissioner  having  taken 
any  part  therein. 
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Hasan.  R.  OUara  and  Geo.  W.  Morgan,  of  Davis,  Severance  &  Olds,  ap- 
peared as  attorneys  for  the  petition;  and  Messrs.  Morphy,  Bradford  &  Cum- 
mins and  R.  L.  Wilkinson,  Esq.  appeared  as  attorneys  for  protestants. 

The  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  hereinafter  called 
the  applicant,  is  a  corporation  organized  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Minnesota.  Some  years  ago  it  constructed  a  bridge  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  and  railroad  tracks  and  side  tracks  to  what  is  known  as  the 
South  St.  Paul  stockyards,  located  at  South  St.  Paul  in  Dakota  county;  and 
reports  to  this  Commission  that  it  is  operating  about  seven  (7)  miles  of 
trackage  of  its  own.  It  is  also  operating  18.25  miles  of  trackage  owned  by 
the  St  Paul  Union  Stockyards  Company,  hereinafter  called  the  Stockyards 
company,  another  corporation  engaged  in  the  stockyard  business  at  South 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  The  applicant  is  capitalized  for  two  million  dollars 
($2,000,000.00)  of  stock  and  has  issued  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($400,- 
000.00)  worth  of  bonds.  Its  bonded  indebtedness  is  guaranteed  by  the  Stock- 
yards company.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  applicant  the  switch- 
ing conditions  to  South  St.  Paul  were  very  bad,  particularly  in  regard  to  live 
stock,  and  in  order  to  protect  its  own  'business  and  the  business  of  the  South 
St.  Paul  Terminal  market,  which  is  necessary  for  its  existence,  the  Stock- 
yards company  organized  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  the  present  terminal  facilities  were  constructed. 

The  two  companies  are  governed  mostly  by  the  same  officers.  The 
Stockyards  company  turned  over  to  the  applicant,  for  a  nominal  rent  of  one 
dollar  ($1.00)  a  year  its  trackage,  which  is  hereinbefore  referred  to  as  being 
a  part  of  the  tracks  operated  by  the  applicant.  The  Stockyards  company 
agreed  to  make  up  any  loss  that  the  applicant  should  sustain  in  the  opera- 
tion of  this  terminal  road  and  if  the  applicant  made  any  profits  it  would  turn 
it  over  to  the  Stockyards  company.  The  applicant  has  earned  for  a  few  years 
past  as  follows: 

For  year  ended  June  30,  1912 $     8,656.20 

For  the  year  ended  June  30,  1913 9,387.02 

For  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914 29,625.80 

For  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915 50,22  I.::, 

For  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916 76,597.04 


Total $174,490.81 

And  out  of  this  amount  has  disbursed  as  follows: 

Fund  for  renewal  of  ties  and  rails $  10,000.00 

Reserve  for  depreciation  on  building 1,800.00 

Paid  to  the  St.  Paul  Union  Stockyards  Co.,  as  per  contract  113,260.49 


Total $125,060.49 

Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  their  surplus  account  of      $4"9,430.32 

On  June  30,  1911,  their  surplus  account  showed  a  deficit  of  $13,668.55, 

which    deducted   from    the   above   $49,430.32   and   adding   a   few   minor 

changes  leaves  them  with  a  surplus  as  of  June  30,  1916,  of  $36,597.04. 

Owing  to  th.-  chrmuc  of  date  of  the  annual  report  to  Decmeber  30th, 

further  figures  are  not  At  present  available.    The  evidence  here  shows  that 

for  the  seven   (7)  months  ending  August    1.  1917,  applicant  operated  at  an 

;tl  loss  of  $19.083.54.    This  was  caused  by  the  operation  of  the  Adamson 

upon  the  wages  paid  to  employes  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  ma- 

•  this  operating  cost  would  probably  Increase  instead 

Of  diminish  in  tin-  near  hiP. 

separately  and 

to  an   increase   in   rates  determined   without   any  consideration  of 

may    earn.      While,    on    the   Other  hand,    the 

"Slants  claim  that  they  vhould  i  :<>gether  and  if  both  proper- 
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ties  are  earning  sufficient  the  application  should  be  denied.  A  public  service 
corporation  is  entitled  to  earn  a  reasonable  return  upon  the  value  of  its 
property,  used  for  the  public  business.  The  value  of  the  applicant's  prop- 
erty, as  determined  by  our  engineer,  is  as  follows: 

Road $378,186.02 

Equipment  93,076.17 

General  Expenditures 8,736.77 


Total $479,998.96 

This  is  allowing  $8,736.77  for  interest  during  construction,  an  item  which  has 
not  yet  been  determined  as  allowable  by  the  highest  authority,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  for  this  Commission  to  determine  that  question  at  this  tmie,  tout  it 
is  inclined  to  take  our  engineer's  valuation  of  the  property  when  the  ques- 
tion of  increased  rates  is  determined. 

This  application  included  a  request  to  increase  the  rates  for  unloading 
live  stock,  but  that  has  been  withdrawn. 

The  case  includes  no  showing  as  to  the  earnings  of  the  Stockyards  com- 
pany. The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion,  and  so  holds,  that  the  two  com- 
panies are  so  intimately  connected  that  they  should  be  considered  as  one 
in  this  application;  and  if  the  two  are  earning  sufficient  that  the  applica- 
tion should  be  denied.  This  will  necessitate  inquiry  into  the  operations  and 
earnings  of  the  St.  Paul  Union  Stockyards  Company.  If  the  applicant  so 
desires,  an  order  will  be  entered  making  the  Stockyards  company  a  party 
to  this  proceeding,  and  a  hearing  given  on  the-  whole  question.  Application 
for  this  may  be  filed  within  fifteen  (15)  days  after  the  service  of  this  order. 
If  no  such  application  is  made  the  proceedings  will  be  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  6th,  A.  D.  1917. 

On  request  of  attorneys  for  the  Terminal  Company  this  order 
was  amended  on  December  18,  1917,  by  the  addition  outlined  in  the 
following  order: 

BEFORE    THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF    THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway 

Company  for  permission  to  advance  its  switching  charges  on  live  stock. 

On  request  of  the  applicant  it  is  ordered  that  the  order  herein,  dated 
December  6th,  A.  D.  1917,  be  amended  so  that  the  last  three  (3)  lines  there- 
of read  as  follows:  "Application  for  this  may  be  filed  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1918.  If  no  application  is  filed  the  proceedings 
will  ibe  dismissed." 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  18th,  A.  D.  1917. 

In  the  last  paragraph  of  the  order  of  December  6,  1917,  the  ap- 
plicant was  given  15  days  in  which  to  file  an  application  making  the 
Union  Stockyards  Company  a  party  to  the  proceeding,  but  attorneys 
for  the  Terminal  company  failed  to  take  advantage  of  this  sugges- 
tion, and  hence  the  commission,  on  January  16,  1918,  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order  dismissing  the  case : 
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BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD  AND   WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway 

Company  for  permission  to  advance  its  switching  charges  on  live  stock. 

The  Commission  having  made  its  findings  and  order  in  the  above  en- 
titled matter,  dated  December  6,  1917,  in  which  it  found  that  t-he  applicant 
and  the  St.  Paul  Union  Stockyards  Company  (hereinafter  called  the  Stock- 
yards company)  were  so  intimately  connected  that  they  should  be  considered 
as  one  in  this  application;  and  on  the  failure  of  a  showing  as  to  the  earn- 
ings of  said  Stockyards  company  the  (application  should  be  denied  and  this 
proceeding  dismissed,  unless  the  applicant  desired  to  have  the  Stockyard 
company  made  a  party  and  proceed  to  a  hearing  upon  the  whole  question; 
and  allowing  an  application  to  be  made  for  that  purpose  within  fifteen  (15) 
days  after  the  service  of  the  order  of  December  6,  1917. 

Upon  request  of  applicant  the  time  in  which  to  make  said  application 
was  extended  to  the  15th  day  of  January,  1918;  and  in  the  meantime  the  ap- 
plicant made  and  filed  an  application  for  a  re-argument,  which  was  denied  by 
order  of  January  11,  1918.  The  time  in  which  to  file  the  application  to  have 
the  Stockyards  company  made  a  party  having  expired,  and  the  applicant  hav- 
ing failed  to  make  any  such  application. 

It  Is  Hereby  Ordered,  That  the  findings  and  decision  in  the  order  of 
December  6,  1917  are  hereby  in  all  things  affirmed;  and 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  the  application  for  increase  in  rates  is  here- 
by denied,  and  this  proceeding  is  dismissed. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  16th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1918. 

On  January  8,  1918,  G.  W.  Morgan,  on  behalf  of  the  Terminal 
company  filed  an  application  for  a  re-hearing  or  reargument  of  the 
case. 

As  no  new  facts  were  presented  this  application  was  denied  in 
the  following  order: 

BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  St.  Raul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway 
Company  for  permission  to  advance  its  switching  charges  on  live  stock. 
This  matter  was  decided  December  6,  1917,  and  an  order  made  stating 
the  facts  and  opinion  of  the  Commission  on  the  questions  involved.     The 
Commission  gave  the  case  very  careful  consideration  before  deciding  it,  and 
it  now  again  comes  befon>  Un»  Commission  on  petitioner's  motion  for  re-ar- 
gument, a  petition  for  which  was  filed  January  8,  r.'lv 

No  new  questions  are  raised  by  this  petition,  and  the  Commission  has 
again  gone  over  its  decision  and  finds  no  reason  to  change  its  former  ruling 
is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  application  for  re-argument,  in  this 
proceeding  be,  and  the  same. is  hereby  denied. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  I'nul.  Minn.,  this  llth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1918. 
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This  disposed  of  the  case  so  far  as  the  commission  is  concerned, 
but  on  .January  22,  191S,  tin-  Terminal  company,  by  its  attorneys, 
filed  notiee  of  appeal  from  the  order  of  dismissal  to  the  District 
court  of  Dakota  county  and  the  commission  made  a  return  of  the 
order  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  for  Dakota  comity,  and  to  the  at- 
torney general. 

This  case  has  never  hern  brought  to  trial,  but  on  .May  21,  1918, 
the  company  liled  a  new  application,  asking  for  certain  increases 
in  its  rates. 

The  same  publicity  was  given  to  this  application  as  was  given 
the  former  one  and  the  case  set  for  hearing  on  Monday,  July  15, 
1918;  but  on  July  8,1918  a  letter  was  received  from  Davis,  Sever- 
ance &  Olds,  attorneys  for  the  petitioners,  withdrawing  the  appli- 
cation on  account  of  the  St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Com- 
pany having  been  taken  over  by  the  government,  and  the  commis- 
sion, therefore,  on  July  12,  1918  issued  an  order  dismissing  the  case. 

A-2253.  In  the  matter  of  alleged  excessive  rates  on  fresh  meats 
and  packing  house  products  shipped  from  Austin  ,Minn. — On  No- 
vember 5,  1917,  a  complaint  was  received  from  the  firm  of  Geo.  A. 
Hormel  &  Company,  Austin,  Minn.,  alleging  that  the  carriers  serv- 
ing Austin,  Minn.,  were  exacting  unreasonable  and  excessive  rates 
from  complainant  for  the  transportation  of  shipments  of  fresh  meat 
and  packing  house  products  from  Austin,  Minn.,  to  other  stations  in 
Minnesota. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  complaint  a  copy  thereof  was 
served  upon  the  respondents,  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and 
the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroads,  with  an  order  requiring  the 
two  companies  to  satisfy  the  complaint  or  file  an  answer  within  a 
period  of  20  days. 

On  receipt  of  the  separate  answers  of  the  two  respondents  de- 
nying the  relief  sought,  the  commission  set  the  case  for  hearing  at  its 
office  in  the  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  on  Tuesday,  December  11,  1917, 
at  110  :00  a.  m.,  but  at  the  request  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  Company  this  date  was  changed  to  Friday,  January  4, 
1918,  at  the  same  place  and  time. 

On  December  27,  1917  a  petition  was  filed  by  Swift  &  Company 
for  permission  to  intervene  in  the  case,  and  this  was  granted. 

In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  commission  the  case  came 
on  for  hearing  at  the  appointed  time,  complainant  being  represented 
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by  J.  X.  Nicholson,  its  attorney,  and  0.  W.  O'Berg,  traffic  manager; 
Swift  &  Company,  intervenor,  by  A.  C.  Owen  and  T.  R.  Jones;  the 
Thicago  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  by  A.  G.  Briggs  and  J.  G. 
Morrison;  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  by  C.  A.  Lahey; 
the  case  being  heard  by  Commissioners  Mills  and  Jacobson. 

A  considerable  amount  of  testimony  was  taken  and  a  number  of 
exhibits  were  filed,, and  on  the  conclusion  of  the  case  the  matter  was 
taken  under  advisement. 

Owing  to  the  various  questions  which  were  involved  in  a  decision 
in  this  case  it  was  not  until  July  8,  1918  that  the  case  was  closed  by 
the  following  order : 

BEFORE  THE   RAILROAD  AINI>  WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Hormel  &  Company,  Complainant, 

vs. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee. &  St.  Paul  Railway  and  Chicago  Great  Western 
Railroad  Compan 

Respondents. 

And  Swift  &  Company,  Intervenor. 

In  the  matter  of  alleged  excessive  freight  rates  on  fresh  meats  and  packing 
house  products  shipped  from  Austin,  Minnesota  to  St.  Paul  and  Minne- 
apolis Minn. 

This  case  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  on  the  4th  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1918  at  10:00  A.  M.  at  the  office  of  the  Commission,  state 
caiptol  building,  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul.  Mr.  J.  N.  Nicholsen,  attorney  and 
Mr  O.  W.  O'Berg,  traffic  manager,  appeared  for  Hormel  &  Company;  Mr.  C. 
A  Lahey,  assistant  to  freight  traffic  manager,  appeared  for  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company;  Mr.  A.  G.  Briggs,  attorney  and  Mr.  J. 
Gk  Morrison,  assistant  to  vice-president,  appeared  for  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company;  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Owen,  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Jones,  ap- 
peared for  Swift  &  Company. 

The  complainant  herein  charges  that  the  respondents  and  each  of  them 
charge,  collect  and  receive,  and  for  a  long  time  have  charged,  collected  atfti 
received,  and  complainant  has  been  required  to  pay  and  has  paid  a  freight, 
toll  and  compensation  of  17c  per  hundred  pounds  on  fresh  meat  and  12. 2c  per 
hundred  pounds  on  packing  house  products,  from  Austin,  Minnesota  to  Min 
neapolis.   Minnesota,  and   from   Austin.   Minnesota,  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota; 
that  said  charges  are  excessive,  unjust,  unreasonable  and  unlawful. 
'Ill-   Commission  t\: 

That  tho  mileage  from  Austin.  Minnesota,  via  the  Chicago.  Milwaukee  & 

"0  miles  and  to  Minneapolis  103  miles; 

that   the  rat.-  on  fri-sh  meat   i      1  7<    per  hundred  pounds  and  on  pricking  house 
12. 2c    |»«-r  hundred   pounds,   from    Austin.    Minnesota   to    the    Twin 
The  pack;  .  being  fifth  class, 

and  M.  iniodity  r 

Meortaifl    the   unreasonable:  rite    the  -complainant    com- 

M   it    with   the   rale   from    St..    Paul   to   Duluth.  a  distan<  miles,  of 

and  a  rate  of  10r  on   packing  I.  .i   the  de- 

11  of  the  inf. .r<tat.-  commerce  Commission  in  the  case  of  a  complainant 

against  respondent,  fixing  rates  from  Austin,  St.  Paul  and  other  points,  to 
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Chicago;  also  a  comparison  of  rates  on  dairy  products,  grain  and  other 
articles,  from  Austin,  to  St.  Paul  iand  making  a  percentage  comparison  of 
the  rate  on  live  animals  and  the  fresh  meat  and  other  articles. 

Comparisons  at  the  best  are  very  unsatisfactory  in  determining  what 
is  a  reasonable  rate,  iand  especially  so  in  this  case,  because  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  circumstances  and  conditions  'between  St.  Paul  and  Duluth, 
are  the  same  as  they  are  between  St.  Paul  and  Austin,  or  between  Chicago 
and  St.  Paul.  Wlithout  an  examination  of  this,  the  Commission  is  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  the  volume  of  traffic  between  the  Twin  Cities  and  Du- 
luth on  this  and  other  commodities  is  much  larger  than  it  is  between  St. 
Paul  and  Austin.  There  is  on  complaint  of  discrimination,  that  complainant's 
competitors  have  an  unjust  advantage  over  complainant  in  this  rate,  and  on 
the  whole  evidence  the  Commission  is  unable  to  find  that  the  rates  com- 
plained of  are  unreasonable,  unjust  and  unlawful. 

The  complaint,  is  therefore,  dismissed  without  prejudice  to  any  other 
proceeding  that  the  complainant  may  wish  at  some  future  time  to  institute. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  8th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2258.  Application  by  the  chairman  of  the  Minnesota  lines  to 
cancel  exception  on  plate  glass — This  application  was  filed  with  the 
commission  on  October  6,  1917,  by  A.  M.  Fenton,  representing  the 
Great  Northern,  Northern  Pacific  and  Soo  Lines,  as  it  was  only  in 
the  tariffs  of  these  three  companies  that  the  exception  naming  first 
class  rating  on  plate  glass  was  carried. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission 
on  Monday  November  26,  1917,  at  which  time  the  case  came  on  for 
hearing  before  all  members  of  the  commission. 

The  carriers  were  represented  by  L.  R.  Capron  and  W.  S.  Post, 
no  other  appearances  being  made. 

After  hearing  the  testimony  of  the  carriers  the  matter  was  taken 
under  advisement  and  on  December  7,  1917  the  case  was  closed  by 
the  following  order: 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AJND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Western  Trunk  Line  Committee  for 
authority  to  cancel  the  present  exception  covering  the  rating  on  plate 
glass,  rule  2590,  W.  T.  L.  Circular  1-M. 

This  is  an  application,  filed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Minnesota  lines,  ask- 
ing the  Commission  to  authorize  the  cancellation  of  the  provisions  carried 
in  G.  N.  G.  F.  O.  No.  825-A,  Item  23,  page  10,  N.  P.  Tariff  No.  2323-C,  Item  90, 
page  8  and  "  Soo"  line  G.  F.  D.  No.  17900,  item  18,  page  7,  which  provide  for 
an  exception  to  the  classification  under  which  plate  glass,  boxed  in  packages, 
exceeding  seven  and  one-half  (1V2)  feet  'high  (provided  they  can  be  placed 
upright  in  a  car),  or  more  than  fifteen  (15)  feet  long  when  loaded  in  box 
car  shall  be  carried  at  first-class  rate  instead  of  double  first-class,  as  provid- 
ed by  the  classification. 
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A  hearing  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Commission  on  Monday,  Novem- 
ber 26th,  A.  D.  1917,  at  10:00  A.  M.,  and  due  notice  of  such  hearing  was  sent 
to  interested  parties,  but  there  was  no  appearance  on  behalf  of  any  objectors. 
Mr.  L.  R.  Capron  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Post  appeared  for  the  petitioners. 

After  hearing  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Capron,  the  Commission  finds 
that  so  far  as  the  record  in  the  case  is  concerned  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  reason  why  there  should  be  any  different  rate  assessed  for  the  trans- 
portation of  plate  glass,  of  the  dimensions  named  above,  when  handled  with- 
in the  state  of  Minnesota,  than  is  at  the  same  time  charged  for  interstate 
transportation. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  three  Northern  Lines,  enumerated 
above  as  carrying  the  exception  under  which  plate  glass  is  carried  at  first- 
class  in  this  state,  be  allowed  to  cancel  the  said  items  in  their  respective 
tariffs. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  7th,  A.  D.  1917. 


A-2332.  Petition  for  the  establishment  of  commodity  rates  on 
pickles  and  kraut,  Winona,  Minnesota  to  Minnesota  Transfer — On 
May  22,  1918  the  Pepin  Pickling  Company,  of  Winona,  Minn.,  filed 
a  petition  with  the  commission  asking  for  the  -establishment  of 
commodity  rates  on  pickles  and  kraut  from  Winona  to  Minnesota 
Transfer. 

The  petition  was  duly  served  upon  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  and  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Com- 
panies, and  they  were  required  to  answer  within  20  days,  or  satisfy 
the  complaint.  On  receipt  of  the  separate  answers  of  the  carriers 
the  case  was  set  for  hearing  before  the  commission  for  Wednesday, 
.Juno  2fi,  1!HS,  at  its  office  in  the  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  10:00 
o'clock  a.  m. 

At  the  time  the  case  came  up  for  hearing  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  t*aul  Company  filed  an  objection  to  further  proceedings  and 
made  a  motion  that  the  case  be  dismissed  on  account  of  lack  of 
jurisdiction  hy  the  Minnesota  commission,  both  roads  involved  in 
the  case  having  been  taken  over  by  the  Federal  Government. 

The  attorney  for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany argued  against  the  right  of  the  commission  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  its  existing  rate  structure  on  account  of  the  injunction 
issued  by  the  Federal  Courts  in  1914. 

The  commission.  how.-ver,  proceeded  upon  the  theory  thn 
authority  was  not  in  any  way  impain-,1  so  long  as  any  rate  it  pre- 
icribed  vrai  fair  and  reasonable  in  and  of  itself. 
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The  IVpin  Pk-klinjr  Company  was  represented  by  E.  S.  LaPrance 
who  offered  some  testimony  in  support  of  the  petition,  and  as  no 
testimony  was  offered  by  the  carriers  the  commission  on  the  third 
day  of  .Inly,  1918,  issued  its  findings  and  order  as  follows : 

BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

The  Pepin  Pickling  Co.,  by  E.  S.  LaFrance,  president,     Complainant, 

vs. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co.,  and 
Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Co., 

Respondents. 

Petition  for  the  establishment  of  commodity  rates  on  pickles  and  kraut, 

Winona,  Minnesota,  to  Minnesota  Transfer. 

This  matter  came  on  for  hearing  before  the  Commission  at  its  office  in 
the  capitol  .bulding,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  on  the  26th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1918 
at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  Mr.  E.  S.  LaFrance  appeared  for  the  complainant,  and 
Mr.  A.  G.  Briggs  for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company;  Mr.  O. 
W.  Dynes,  commerce  counsel  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company  filed  an  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  Briggs  claimed  that  the  Commission  had  no  right  to  interfere  with 
the  rates  fixed  by  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company,  nor  would 
the  Chicago  Great  .Western  Railroad  Company  have  the  right  to  o'bey  any 
order  of  the  Commission  for  the  reason  that  there  was  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion issued  by  the  Federal  District  Court  restraining  that  company  from 
granting  any  lower  rates  than  those  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  issuance 
of  said  injunction,  which  was  some  years  ago.  All  objections  were  taken 
under  advisement  to  be  passed  upon  later. 

For  about  17  years  prior  to  January,  1917,  complainant  operated  a 
pickling  plant  at  Pepin,  Wis.,  a  station  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  and  built  up  an  extensive  business  in  the  Twin  Cities  and  stations 
in  the  northwest,  necessitating  the  shipment  of  its  products  through  the  Twin 
Cities,  based  on  a  carload  rate  of  5c  per  100  pounds,  Pepin,  Wis.,  to  the 
Twin  Cities,  and  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  their  business  and  ex- 
tending it,  and  getting  more  railroad  facilities,  the  company  in  January, 
1917,  established  a  plant  at  Winona,  and  will  probably  do  a  $150,000.00  busi- 
ness this  year.  It  still  has  a  plant  at  Pepin,  Wis. 

That  the  following  named  places  with  distances  to  St.  Paul,  and  rates 
published,  are  competitors  of  the  complainant: 

River  Falls 43     miles  6c 

Menomonie 65.6  miles  7c 

Rice  Lake   123.5  miles  6c 

Spooner    99.1  miles  6c 

Turtle  Lake    64.5  miles 

Chetek 127.4  miles  7c 

Trego    105.5  miles 

Pepin    64.5  miles  5c 

All  its  competitors  having  plants  at  the  above  named  points,  have  rates 
lower  than  the  rate  of  complainant,  which  is  12c,  and  the  haul  103  miles: 

The  blue  print  hereto  annexed  shows  location  of  the  different  pickling 
plants  or  industries  that  are  competitors  of  the  complainant;  that  the  rates 
herein  given  are  the  rates  that  existed  prior  to  the  order  of  the  Director  Gen- 
eral advancing  rates  25  per  cent;  that  the  rates  so  existing  discriminate 
against  the  complainant  and  will  prevent  him  doing  business  in  Winona,  Min- 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  317 

nesota,  unless  the  discrimination  is  removed;  that  in  order  for  complainant 
to  properly  compete  with  other  pickling  industries  his  rate  should  be  5c 
from  WSnona,  with  a  like  increase  of  25  per  cent  as  is  provided  for  in  rates 
from  other  points  herein  named. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Director  General, 
that  the  rates  on  pickles  in  carload  lots,  subject  to  the  minimum  provided  in 

em  classification,  from  Winona  to  Minnesota  Transfer,  be  fixed  at  5 
cents  per  cwt,  with  a  25  per  cent  increase  provided  by  the  Director  General's 
order. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  3rd  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1918. 

The  two  roads  then  carried  the  case  to  R.  H.  Aishton,  Regional 
Director  under  the  Federal  Railroad  Administration,  and  the  Com- 
mission forwarded  a  copy  of  its  order  to  the  same  gentleman. 

On  July  19,  1918  a  lengthy  communication  was  received  from 
Mr.  Aishton,  pointing  out  discrepancies  in  the  rates  quoted  in  the 
petition,  as  being  in  effect  from  other  pickle  producing  points,  and 
constituting  a  discrimination  against  Winona. 

In  lieu  of  following  the  order  of  the  commission  the  Federal  di- 
rector removed  this  discrimination  by  increasing  some  of  the  rates 
which  were  pointed  out  as  being  discriminatory. 

The  attention  of  the  Pickle  company  wras  drawn  to  the  proposed 
change,  but  in  view  of  the  war  situation  and  the  Federal  control  of 
the  roads  involved,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  carry  the  case  to 
the  Director  General  at  Washington. 

A.-2362  Application  of  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Company 
and  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company  for  advances  in 
rates — As  early  as  June  4,  1918  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  by 
its  traffic  manager,  Geo.  II.  Shaw,  made  application  to  the  commis- 
sion for  authority  to  increase  rates  on  the  lines  of  the  company  in 
Minnesota  to  conform  to  the  advances  granted  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  the  lines  under  federal  control. 

The  authority  asked  for  is  intended  to  cover  that  portion  of  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railway  located  in  Minnesota,  known  as  the 
Minnesota  &  Manitoba  Railway,  and  the  entire  line  of  the  Duluth, 
Winnipeg  &  Pncifie  Kailwav,  and  covers  an  increase  of  approxi- 
mately 25  per  cent 

Neither  of  the  lilies  under  consideration  wen-  ever  under  the  con- 
trol of  thr  tfoverimimt.  but  made  this  application  on  the  general 
-  i  of  more  revenue,  supporting  their  application  with 
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a  statement  showing  their  gross  earnings,  operating  expenses  and 
net  earnings,  which  showed  quite  conclusively  that  during  a  per- 
iod of  one  year  the  company  had  suffered  a  net  loss  in  revenue  of 
almost  half  a  million  dollars.  This  loss,  according  to  the  statement 
furnished,  is  directly  traceable  to  the  enormous  increase  in  the  cost 
of  labor,  material  and  supplies. 

The  commission  ordered  a  hearing  to  be  held  in  its  office  in  the 
Capitol,  St.  Paul,  on  Friday,  June  21,  1918,  and  notice  of  said  hear- 
ing was  given  by  mailing  a -copy  of  the  order  to  practically  every 
town  on  the  lines  of  the  Minnesota  &  Manitoba  and  the  Duluth, 
Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railways. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  date  appointed,  all  mem- 
ber$  of  the  commission  being  present.  W.  D.  Bailey,  attorney,  G. 
H.  Shaw,  traffic  manager,  and  J.  Sobotta,  auditor,  appeared  for  the 
petitioners ;  and  Geo.  F.  Shea,  city  attorney  and  Chas.  Olson,  alder- 
man, appeared  as  objectors  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Virginia. 

After  hearing  the  evidence,  the  representatives  of  the  city  of 
Virginia  were  advised  that  the  present  case  could  not  in  any  way 
reach  the  question  of  switching,  in  which  they  were  interested,  and 
the  Canadian  Northern  officials  agreed  to  take 'care  of  their  com- 
plaint, wrhich  was  later  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  case  wras  closed  on  July  2nd  when  the  commission  issued  its 
findings  and  order  as  follows : 


BEFORE  THE   RAILROAD   AINiD  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

Application  of  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company  and  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railway  System  for  permission  to  increase  their  in- 
testate freight  rates. 

The  petitioner  filed  its  petition  with  the  Commission  on  the  4th  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1918,  asking  for  an  increase  of  twenty-five  (25%)  per  cent  in  its 
freight  rates,  the  same  as  has  been  granted  by  the  Director  General  of  Rail- 
roads to  railroad  companies  under  the  control  of  the  government. 

Notice  of  hearing  was  fixed  for  the  21st  day  of  June,  A.  D.  J918,  at  the 
office  of  the  Commission  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.;  notice  being  given  to  the 
public  by  mailing  a  copy  to  the  following: 

To  the  mayor  and  president  of  Commercial  clubs  at — Ray,  Minnesota, 
Ellsmere,  Ells'burg,  P.  O.,  Minn.,  Ranier,  Minnesota;  International  Falls,  Min- 
nesota, Ericsburg,  Minnesota;  Cusson  Minnesota;  Orr,  Minnesota;  Cook, 
Minnesota;  Angora,  Minnesota;  Virginia,  Minnesota;  Warroad,  Minnesota; 
Swift,  Minnesota;  Roosevelt,  Minnesota;  Williams;  Minnesota;  Graceton, 
Minnesota;  Pitt,  Minnesota;  Beaudette,  Minnesota;  Central  Lakes,  Minne- 
sota; Twig,  Minnesota;  Nopeming,  Minnesota;  Duluth.  Minnesota. 

At  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  said  hearing  the  petitioner  appeared  by 
W.  D.  Bailey,  attorney,  G.  H.  Shaw,  traffic  manager  and  Julius  Sobotta, 
auditor;  G.  F.  Shea,  city  attorney,  appeared  for  the  city  of  Virginia  with  Al- 
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derman  Charles  Olson.     After  hearing  the  evidence  the  Commission  finds; 

That  there  has  been  an  increase  in  wages  since  1917  of  46.20%  and 
25.87%  in  material.  The  increase  in  material  as  shown  by  the  evidence 
seems  to  the  Commission  to  be  light,  as  from  other  statistics  material  costs 
have  averaged  from  33  to  40  per  cent  increase,  and  the  increase  in  the  aver- 
age railroad  cost  of  operation  will  run  from  45  to  55  per  cent. 

The  evidence  and  petitioner's  reports  to  this  Commission  shows  that  it 
has  never  made  any  money,  but  up  to  January  1,  1918  had  accumulated  a 
deficit  in  its  profit  and  loss  account  amounting  to  $655,935.18.  This  has  been 
guaranteed  by  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway,  and  the  company  has  paid 
the  Canadian  Northern  interest  charges  for  the  same. 

Taking  the  1917  revenues  as  a  basis,  and  assuming  that  there  is  no  in- 
crease in  (business,  and  with  a  25  per  cent  increase  in  rates,  the  company 
will  still  lose  $92,000.00  per  annum. 

Whether  the  future  will  develop  an  increase  or  decrease  in  this  com- 
pany's business,  is  is  impossible  at  present  to  s»ay,  but  changed  conditions 
must  necessarily  develop  into  a  readjustment  of  charges  by  most  public 
service  corporations. 

The  appearance  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Virginia,  raised  the  question  as 
to  switching  charges.  The  Commission  suggested,  and  it  was  understood, 
that  if  these  charges  could  not  be  properly  adjusted  that  a  complaint  be  filed 
by  that  city  in  regard  to  all  roads  doing  business  there,  and  the  Commis- 
sion would  endeavor  to  adjust  the  same  on  an  equitable  ibasis.  The  mileage 
age  charges  that  have  been  exacted  heretofore  seemed  to  the  Commission  to 
be  unreasonable 

From  the  case  that  the  Commission  has  before  it,  the  petitioner  is  en- 
titled to  an  increase  in  its  rates,  which  the  Commission  has  concluded  to 
grant  at  the  advance  fixed  by  the  Director  General  of  railroads;  and  as  an 
emergency  case  the  Commission  has  made  it  take  effect  at  once.  If  the 
earnings  of  the  road  increase  in  the  future  and  they  are  found  to  be  such 
that  the  public  are  entitled  to  a  decrease  in  rates,  the  Commission  is  always 
open  to  hear  complaints  and  make  such  readjustments  as  the  facts  warrant. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway 
Company  be  granted  leave  to  increase  its  rates  twenty-five  (25%)  per  cent 
to  take  effect  at  once.  The  following  provision  of  the  Director  General's 
order  No.  28  is  made  a  part  of  this  order: 

""(A)     Rates  in  cents  or  in  dollars  and  cents  per  100  Ibs.,  or  per 

package,  fractions  of  less  than  tt  or  .25  to  be  omitted;  fractions  of  %  or 

.25  or  greater  but  less  than  %  or  .75  to  be  shown  as  one-half  (%);  frac- 

tions of  %  or  .75  or  greater  to  be  increased  to  the  next  whole  figure."  " 

By  the  Commission, 
(Se  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  2nd  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1918. 


A  L'.Wl.  Application  of  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway 
Company  for  an  increase  in  freight  rates—  This  is  another  applica- 
tion for  ,111  inerease  in  rates  made  by  one  of  the  small  railroads  of 

the  state  in  order  to  try  and  make  th<  ir  revenue  keep  pace  with 
the  rapidly  mounting  operat  in.ir  <'Xj"  hieli  they  are  compelled 

to  meet. 

While  the  orders  is.sin-.l  Ity  the  federal  aut  horit  ies,  covering  in- 
creases in  wages,  were  not,  as  a  general  thing,  directed  against  th<> 

iler  state  lines,  they  were  compelled  to  meet  the  wage  increases 
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granted  by  the  strong  lines  under  the  orders  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, as  in  case  tlu-y  failed  to  do  so  they  would  be  unable  to  retain 
any  of  their  help,  who,  on  account  of  the  labor  shortage,  would  at 
once  seek  employment  elsewhere  for  the  sake  of  the  higher  wages 
paid.  Other  increased  costs  such  as  fuel  and  supplies  were,  of 
course,  common  to  all  carriers  and  in  many  cases  ran  as  high  as  100 
per  cent  above  the  1914  costs. 

The  application  was  filed  July  12th  and  the  commission  set  the 
case  for  hearing  on  July  25, 1918,  at  10  :00  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Commercial  club,  in  the  city  of  Duluth ;  and  pursuant  to  said 
order  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  at  the  time  appointed. 

The  railway  company  was  represented  by  Oscar  Mitchell,  vice 
president  and  general  counsel,  J.  W.  Bayly,  general  manager  and 
W.  E.  Brown,  assistant  auditor;  and  no  one  appeared  to  protest 
against  the  proposed  increase.  Proofs  of  publication  of  the  notice 
of  the  hearing  were  furnished  by  the  representatvies  of  the  com- 
pany, and  the  case  was  closed  on  August  27,  1918  by  the  following 
order : 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AlNfD  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Rail 
way  Company,  for  authority  to  increase  their  rates  on  state  traffic  to  the 
same  basis  as  authorized  by  Federal  Order  No.  28. 

This  is  an  application  by  the  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway 
Company  for  authority  to  continue  in  effect  the  increased  rates  ordered  by 
the  Federal  government  by  Mr.  W.  G.  McAdoo's  order  No.  28. 

A  hearing  was  held  in  Duluth  on  July  25th,  due  notice  of  which  was 
given  by  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  the  Duluth  Herald  and  Duluth  News 
Tribune  on  July  19th  and  20th. 

At  the  hearing  the  company  was  represented  by  Mr.  Oscar  Mitchell,  vice 
president  and  general  counsel,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bayly,  general  manager,  and  Mr. 
W.  E.  Brown,  auditor,  no  one  appearing  to  protest  against  the  granting  of  the 
application. 

Without  going  into  the  question  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  proposed 
rates,  the  Duluth  and  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Company,  are  hereby 
authorized  to  continue  the  use  of  the  tariffs  filed  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  Federal  government,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Minnesota  Rail- 
road and  Warehouse  Commission,  and  It  Is  So  Ordered. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  27th,  A.  D.  1918. 
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A-2365.  Application  of  the  Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Com- 
pany for  authority  to  increase  its  rates — This  is  an  application  on 
behalf  of  the  Electric  Short  line  for  permission  to  publish  tariffs 
naming  rates  based  on  a  similar  increase  to  the  rates  granted  to 
class  "A"  roads  by  the  director  general  under  Order  No.  28,  and  is 
almost  identical  with  the  applications  received  from  all  of  the  short 
lines  in  the  state  of  Minnesota,  which  were  in  the  first  instance 
taken  under  federal  control  and  later  relinquished  as  not  being 
necessary  for  war  purposes. 

In  its  application  the  company  draws  attention  to  the  advances 
granted  the  stronger  lines  in  order  to  meet  the  tremendous  advance 
in  wajres  and  general  operating  costs,  and  states  that  it  was  com- 
pelled to  meet  the  advance  in  wages  made  by  the  larger  roads  in 
order  to  retain  its  employees;  and  that  the  increased  cost  of  ma- 
terial and  supplies  would  have  to  be  borne  by  the  Electric  Short 
Line  in  the  same  manner  as  the  larger  roads  were  affected,  and  hence 
had  as  great  a  need  for  increased  revenue. 

On  receipt  of  the  application  the  commission  ordered  a  hearing 
10  be  held  in  its  office  in  the  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  on  Thursday  July  18, 
1918,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  due  notice  of  which  was  given  by  publica- 
tion in  the  Minneapolis  Journal  and  Tribune  and  the  Hutchinson 
Leader.  In  accordance  with  this  notice  the  case  came  on  for  hear- 
ing at  the  appointed  date,  the  company  being  represented  by  G.  C. 
Newell,  its  general  freight  and  passenger  agent,  and  W.  L.  Luce, 
resident. 

J.  A.  Lane,  representing  John  Miller  was  the  only  citizen  present 
objecting  to  the  proposed  increase  and  his  objection  was  only  with 
reference  to  the  minimum  rate  per  car  as  it  applied  to  ice  shipments. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  hearing  the  case  was  closed  by  the  commis- 
sion issuing  its  findings  an«l  order  as  follows: 

i;i-: mm-;  HIE  RAILROAD  AIND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  OF  THE 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matt «T  of  the  application  of  the  Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Company 

iave  approved  and  continued  its  tariffs  t.liat  it  tiled  under  the  direc- 

i  of  the  United  States  Director  General  of  Railroads,  under  Order  No. 

28  I  >irector  General. 

Th«>  it    Line  Railway  Company,  having  filed  application  to 

the  t.riiffs  approv.-.l  that  it  filed  under  order  No.  28  of  the  Director  ' 
eral.  and  th«  ion  having  ordered  a  hearing  thereon  at  ita  office  in 

to!  huildii:  ,1.  for  .Inly   isih  A.  I  >.  1918  at  10:00  oVI«n-k  it, 

and  provided  that  notice  be  given  of  said  hearing  to  all  interested 

•  s  by  the.  publication  thereof  in   the   Minn.  ,  ibune  on 

Wednesday,  July  10,  1918,  the  Journal   on   Thursday, 
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July  11,  191S,  and  the  Hutchinson  Leader  on  July  12,  1918,  and  it  appearing 
from  affidavits  of  the  publishers  of  said  newspapers  that  publication  was 
duly  had  therein  at  the  time  specified  for  the  same,  and  the  said  Electric 
Short  Line  Railway  Company  having  appeared  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Luce,  presi- 
dent, and  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Newell,  general  freight  and  passenger  agent;  and  Mr. 
John  A.  Lane,  appearing  for  Mr.  John  Miller  in  regard  to  the  rates  on  ice, 
the  Commission  finds; 

That  the  said  company  was  instructed  by  the  Director  General  to  in- 
crease its  tariffs  according  to  the  same  rate  as  it  now  charged  by  the  stan- 
dard railways  that  serve  the  same  territory  that  this  company  serves,  and 
that  in  pursuance  to  said  order  it  did  make  and  file  its  tariffs  and  now 
comes  before  the  Commission  and  asks  for  their  approval. 

It  appears  to  the  Commission  that  there  has  been  from  30%  to  50%  In- 
crease in  wages  and  from  25%  to  400%  increase  in  materials,  making  the 
operating  expense  of  the  company  so  high  that  it  cannot  make  a  reasonable 
return  upon  the  capital  it  has  invested  with  the  rates  that  existed  before 
they  were  increased  by  the  order  of  the  Director  General; 

That  said  railway  company  having  been  released  from  the  control  of  the 
Director  General,  it  is  now  entitled  to  an  approval  of  said  rates  by  this  Com- 
mission, And  It  Is  So  Ordered. 

It  Is  Further  Ordered,  That  in  the  shipment  of  ice  the  rate  will  be  50c 
per  ton  of  2000  pounds,  subject  to  a  minimum  charge  of  $12.00  per  car  ex- 
cept where  cars  of  less  carrying  capacity  than  50,000  pounds  are  furnished,  in 
which  case  minimum  charge  will  'be  $10.00  per  car. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  O.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  18th,  A.  D.  1918. 


A-2366.  Application  of  the  Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba 
Railway  Company  for  increase  in  rates — This  is  another  of  the  ap- 
plications made  by  the  short  lines  of  the  state  for  increases  similar 
to  the  increases  granted  the  strong-  lines,  and  differs  only  from  the 
others  so  far  as  the  petition  only  asked  for  authority  to  increase 
rates  on  certain  specified  commodities  and  did  not  ask  for  a  blanket 
increase  such  as  was  granted  to  the  federal  controlled  lines  under 
director  general's  order  No.  28. 

The  reason  for  this  is  found  in  a  statement  made  by  A.  L.  Mo- 
lander,  general  manager  of  the  company,  to  the  effect  that  while  his 
company  needed  all  the  revenue  it  was  possible  to  secure,  it  was 
felt  that  if  rates  were  increased  on  all  commodities  it  would  tend 
to  restrict  the  free  movement  of  some  traffic,  and  this  it  was  de- 
sired to  avoid. 

Hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission, 
Capitol,  St.  Paul,  on  Tuesday,  July  23,  1918,  at  10:00  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  due  notice  of  said  hearing  was  given  by  the  publication  of  the 
order  in  the  Bemidji  Pioneer  on  July  12  and  13,  1918. 
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The  case  caine  on  for  Jiearing  according  to  schedule,  the  company 
being  represented  by  A.  L.  Molander,  its  general  manager,  and  no 
one  appearing  to  protest  against  the  proposed  increases.  Some  of 
the  statements  of  earnings  and  operating  expenses  filed  by  Mr. 
Molander  served  to  throw  considerable  light  on  the  reasons  for  the 
requests  for  increases  in  rates.  Comparing  1917  with  1918  it  was 
shown  that  while  operating  revenue  increased  about  18  per  cent, 
operating  expenses  increased  almost  33  1/3  per  cent,  with  the  result 
that  the  year's  operations  show  a  deficit  of  $6,983.00. 

Letters  were  received  from  one  or  two  shippers  stating  that  they 
\vi-re  in  favor  of  the  increase,  and  at  the  close  of  the  case  the  com- 
mission at  once  issued  its  findings  and  order  as  follows : 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD  AIXD  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  'application  of  the  Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba 
Railway  Company  for  permission  to  increase  its  rates. 
The  Minneapolis,   Red   Lake   and   Manitoba  Railway   Company  having 
filed    an    application  with  the  Minnesota  Commission  asking  to    have    the 
tariffs  approved  for  use  in  Minnesota  that  it  filed  under  order  No.  28  of  the 
Director  General  of  Railroads;  and  the  Commission  having  ordered  a  hear- 
ing thereon,  at  its  office  in  the  capitol  building  for  Tuesday,  July  23rd,  A.  D. 
1918,  at  10:00  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  provided  that  notice  of  said  hearing  be  giv- 
en to  all  interested  parties  by  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  the  Bemidji 
Pioneer  of  July  12th  and  13th;  and  it  appearing  from  the  affidavits  of  the 
publishers  of  said  newspaper  that  such  publication  was  duly  made  on  the 
dates  specified;  and  the  Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway  Com- 
pany having  appeared  by  its  general  manager,  Mr.  A.  L.  Molander,  and  no 
appearance  having  been  made  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  the  Commis- 
sion finds  that  the  said  Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway  Com- 
pany was  instructed  by  the  Director  General  of  Railroads  to  increase  its 
in  the  same  proportion  as  the  rates  of  standard  railways  serving  the 
same  territory  wer«-  in<  n  ased  on  June  25th;  and  that  in  pursuance  of  said 
r  it  made  and  filed  its  tariffs  and  now  comes  before  the  Minnesota  Coin 
ion  and  asks  for  the  approval  of  the  rates  named  in  these  tariffs,  with 
certain  modifications  deemed  necessary  by  the  carrier  for  the  proper  handling 
of  its  traffic,  the  road  having  been  relinquished  from  Federal  Control,  effec- 
.hine  29,  1918; 

'  there  have  been  increases  in  the  wages  of  the  employes  of  this 
company  of  an  amount  ranging  from  twenty  (20)  to  fifty  (60)  per  cent,  and 
Increases  in  the  cost  of  material  and  supplies  ranging  from  twenty-five  (25) 
to  two  hundred  (200)  per  o< 

That  an  examination  of  tin-  exhibit  iil< •<!  l.y  (his  company  of  its  income 
account  for  the  five  months  .-mling  May  31,  1918  shows  that  there  is  a  deficit 
of  16,983.80. 

Said  con  teasing  its  rates,  is  to  dispose  of  fractions  in  the 

mann.-r  provided  by  this  (•oniniissi.m  in  its  onl.-r  of  December  10,  1913,  an. I 
;>any  in  the  construction  of  tariffs  in  effect  prior  to  Juno 
25,  1918. 
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It  Is  Therefore  Onh-ivil.  That  said  company  be  allowed  to  increase  its 
rates  in  the  manner  outlined  in  its  petition  of  July  8,  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  this  24th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2370.  Application  of  the  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Rail- 
way Company  for  increases  in  its  freight  rates — This  application 
from  the  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Rail \v;iy  Company  is  similar 
to  the  applications  of  the  other  short  lines,  with  the  exception  of 
the  road  being  to  a  certain  extent  a  plant  facility  owned  by  the 
Minnesota  &  Ontario  Power  Company,  and  hence  a  large  majority 
of  the  traffic  handled  is  forest  products  for  the  use  of  the  saw  mill 
and  paper  mill  owned  by  the  Power  company. 

The  same  general  conditions,  however,  which  impelled  the  other 
short  lines  to  ask  for  needed  increases  in  rates  confronted  the  Min- 
nesota, Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Company  as  labor,  fuel  and 
supplies  for  its  use  had  to  be  secured  in  competition  with  the  stand- 
ard lines,  with  the  added  disadvantage  that  this  carrier  was  operat- 
ing a  road  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  source  of  supply  than  any 
of  the  other  roads,  and  hence  its  freight  costs  were  correspondingly 
higher. 

The  case  was  set  for  hearing  by  the  commission  for  Thursday, 
August  1,  1918,  at  10  :00  a.  m.,  at  its  office  in  the  Capitol,  St.  Paul, 
and  due  notice  was  given  the  public  by  publication  of  the  order  for 
hearing  in  the  International  Falls  Journal  for  two  successive  issues. 

The  case  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  date  appointed;  the  com- 
pany being  represented  by  E.  C.  Cole,  and  no  person  appearing  to 
object.  A  statement  of  earnings  and  expenses  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Cole,  showing  the  great  increases  in  operating  expenses  as  com- 
pared with  the  increase  in  earnings,  and  the  case  was  closed  on 
August  3,  1918  by  the  following  order : 


BEFORE   THE   RAILROAD   AND   WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Minnesota,  Dakota  and  Western  Rail- 
way Company  for  permission  to  increase  its  rates. 

The  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Company,  having  filed  an 
application  with  the  Minnesota  Commission,  asking  the  authority  of  the 
Commission  to  file  and  make  effective  on  state  traffic  the  schedule  of  rates 
as  increased  under  Order  No.  28  of  the  Director  General  of  Railroads;  and 
the  'Commission  having  ordered  a  hearing  thereon  to  >be  held  at  its  office, 
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Room  12o.  state  capitol,  on  Thursday,  August  1,  1918,  at  10:00  o'clock,  of 
which  due  notice  was  given  by  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  the  Interna- 
tional Falls  Journal  of  July  24th  and  25th,  as  shown  by  an  affidavit  filed  by 
F.  R.  Lapham  its  publisher. 

The  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway  having  appeared  by  its 
representative  Mr.  E.  C.  Cole,  at  the  time  appointed,  and  no  appearance  hav- 
ing been  made  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  the  Commission  finds: 

That  the  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Company  was  ordered 
by  the  Director  General  of  Railroads  to  increase  its  rates  by  varying 
amounts,  and  in  a  manner  identical  with  the  advances  made  by  the  standard 
lines  of  railway  in  the  same  territory;  that  in  obedience  to  order  No.  28  it 
made  and  filed  its  tariffs  carrying  the  increased  scale  of  rates,  and  now 
comes  before  the  Commission  and  asks  for  its  approval  of  the  rates  named 
in  the  tariffs  as  filed  in  accordance  with  order  No.  28,  this  ibeing  done  on 
account  of  the  road  having  been  relinquished  by  the  Federal  government. 

There  have  been  increases  in  its  operating  expenses  from  53.7%  of  its 
revenue  in  1915,  to  96.27C  for  the  first  three  (3)  months  of  1918,  and  the  road 
is  now  confronted  with  further  increases  in  labor  and  fuel  costs,  and  this 
will  serve  to  still  further  decrease  the  already  narrow  margin  between 
revenues  and  expenses  as  shown  by  the  exhibits  filed  by  the  company. 

It  Is  Therefore  Ordered,  That  said  company  be  permitted  to  increase  its 
rates  in  the  manner  authorized  in  its  petition  of  July  18,  1918,  but  said  com- 
pany in  increasing  its  rates  is  to  dispose  of  fractions  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  Commission  in  its  order  of  December  10,  1913,  and  used  by  the  car- 
rier in  the  construction  of  tariffs  in  effect  prior  to  June  25,  1918. 

This  order  to  he  effective  August  15,  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  3rd,  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2372.  Reduced  rates  on  cordwood — During  the  summer  of 
1918  there  was  more  or  less  interest  shown  by  different  municipali- 
ties in  the  question  of  securin'g  a  supply  of  wood  for  fuel,  to  be  used 
as  far  as  possible  in  place  of  coal,  as  there  seemed  to  be  every  pros- 
pect of  a  coal  shortage. 

Letters  were  received  from  various  points  making  inquiry  re- 
garding rates  on  wood,  but  it  was  not  until  August  1st,  1918  that 
any  formal  request  was  filed  with  the  commission,  asking  for  re- 
ductions in  rates  on  cofdwood. 

Although  the  class  "A"  roads  in  the  state  were  under  federal 
control  the  commission  ordered  a  hearing  on  the  question  and  de- 
cided I.,  handle  the  case  to  a  conclusion  and  then  serve  a  copy  of 
the  findings  and  order  of  the  commission  on  the  director  general  of 
railroads. 

The  case  came  on    I'm-  hearing  he  fore  Commissioner  Mills  and 
•  hson  on  August  26,  1918.    There  were  a  number  of  persons  p 
cut  representing  various  wood  shipping  sections  of  the  state,  but  no 
representatives  of  the  carriers.     After  some  discussion  on   the  gen- 
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*-ral  subject  of  wood  rates  the  case  was  postponed  until  September 
4th,  as  it  was  desired  to  have  Judge  J.  F.  McGee,  the  fuel  adminis- 
trator, present ;  and  was  again  postponed  until  it  could  be  arranged 
to  have  him  attend. 

An  informal  discussion  of  the  wood  situation  was  held  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  commission  on  September  llth,  at  which  time  J.  A.  0. 
Preus  stated  that  Judge  McGee  wished  to  have  the  commission  take 
testimony  on  the  needs  of  this  territory  in  the  line  of  fuel  wood, 
and  make  a  report  to  him. 

This  work  was  undertaken,  along  with  the  rate  question  as  the 
two  subjects  were  so  closely  related,  and  the  commission,  as  the  first 
step,  sought  the  assistance  of  Senators  Nelson  and  Kellogg  on  the 
rate  question,  and  they  in  turn  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  C.  A.  Prouty,  director  of  service  and  accounts  under  the  railroad 
administration,  and  this  resulted  in  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Prouty  on  September  16,  1918,  proposing  the  following  scale  of 
rates  on  wood,  and  this  was  later  adopted : 

20  miles  and  less 2c     per  100  pounds 

Over    20  miles  to    40  miles 2.5c  per  100  pounds 

Over    40  miles  to     80  miles 3c     per  100  pounds 

Over    80  miles  to    90  miles 3.5c  per  100  pounds 

Over    90  miles  to  125  miles 4c     per  100  pounds 

Over  125  miles  to  150  miles 4.5c  per  100  pounds 

Over  150  miles  to  175  miles 5c     per  100  pounds 

Over  175  miles  to  200  miles 5.5c  per  100  pounds 

Over  200  miles  to  250  miles 6c     per  100  pounds 

Over  250  miles  to  300  miles '. 6.5c  per  100  pounds 

This  applies  on  the  basis  of  continuous  mileage  over  all  lines 
under  federal  control  and  is  almost  the  same  scale  as  was  furnished 
by  the  commission  in  1914,  but  is  for  larger  mileage  groups. 

In  the  meantime  further  hearing  was  held  on  September  23rd 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  data  for  the  compilation  of  the  report 
to  Judge  McGee,  and  after  hearing  statements  of  wood  dealers  and 
shippers,  and  also  of  the  representatives  of  the  state  timber  board 
the  case  was  closed,  and  after  securing  a  large  amount  of  infor- 
mation by  means  of  a  questionaire  sent  to  the  outside  wood  produc- 
ing points,  the  commission  on  October  30th  made  the  following  re- 
ports to  the  fuel  administrator: 

October  30,  1918. 

Judge  J.  F.  McGee,  Federal  Fuel  Administrator  for  Minnesota,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

Dear  Judge: — In  another  communication  we  have  gone  at  some  length 
into  the  question  of  a  reasonable  selling  price  for  cordwood  in  the  Twin 
Cities. 
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In  this  letter  we  are  going  to  endeavor  to  furnish  you  an  answer  to  your 
request  for  information  as  to  the  fuel  wood  situation  in  the  smaller  towns 
of  the  state,  deeming  it  advisable  to  keep  the  two  cases  separate  on  account 
of  the  widely  different  conditions  affecting  the  two  questions.  The  price  at 
point  of  shipment  recommended  in  our  other  letter,  would,  of  course,  apply 
to  any  wood  shipped  to  points  other  than  the  Twin  Cities. 

The  Commission  has  .endeavored  to  obtain  information  in  relation  to 
handling  cordwood  at  stations  outside  the  Twin  Cities,  at  the.  conditions  in 
different  parts  of  the  state  are  so  varied  that  it  finds  it  impossible  to  advise 
you  in  regard  to  all  the  items  going  into  the  price  of  wood,  but  is  able  to 
say  that  in  its  opinion  the  net  profit  should  not  exceed  fifty  (50c)  cents  a 
cord. 

The  information  we  have  obtained  goes  to  show  that  the  selling  price  of 
wood  varies  according  to  the  size  of  the  town  or  village,  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  variation  in  the  cost  of  delivery  on  account  of  greater  or  lesser  dis- 
tances the  wood  has  to  be  hauled  and  the  topography  of  the  country. 

.  To  this  might  be  added  a  factor  in  wood  prices  found  only  in  smaller 
communities,  namely  the  sale  and  delivery  by  the  farmer  direct  to  the 
consumer  of  wood  cut  on  the  farmer's  own  land. 

From  our  correspondence  it  has  been  found  that  the  prices  charged 
for  sawing  four-foot  wood  into  stove  lengths  varies  from  75  cents  per  cord 
up  to  as  high  as  $2.00  per  cord;  hence  we  are  unable  to  state  definitely  what 
wuld  be  a  fair  charge  for  this  work  at  all  points,  but  in  the  smaller  towns 
it  should  not  exceed  $1.00  per  cord. 

The  correspondence  shows  that  storage  or  carrying  charges  are  often 
included,  but  in  a  great  many  country  towns  the  wood  is  dumped  on  the 
right-of-way  of  the  railway  company,  on  which  there  is  no  rental  charge  to 
the  dealer,  or  else  a  nominal  rental  for  the  lease  of  a  site,  and  in  such 
places  there  should  not  be  any  such  charge  included  in  the  selling  price. 

At  some  points  the  wood  dealer  is  not  provided  with  trackage  facili- 
has  to  dray  his  wood  to  a  yard.  This  adds  materially  to  his  hand- 
ling expense  and  demonstrates  that  all  fuel  yards  should  be  located  on  side 
tracks.  It  also  makes  it  impossible  to  set  a  stated  price  for  the  handling 
of  wood  after  it  reaches  the  point  where  it  is  to  be  consumed. 

You  have  a  fuel  administrator  in  each  county  and  through  him  should 
be  able  to  secure  local  information  which  would  make  it  possible  to  formu- 
late a  rule  which  would  fit  the  different  localities. 

If  you  so  desire,  the  commission  will  be  glad  to  turn  over  to  you  all  the 
correspondence  which  we  have  accumulated  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  quite 
voluminous. 

The  commission  hopes  that  what  has  been  done  may  be  of  service  to 
you. 

There  is  one  question  which  has  not  been  touched  upon  in  either  of  the 
>tters  written  you  on  this  subject  and  that  is  the  freight  rates. 
For  your  information  we  would  say  that  after  the  exchange  of  a  num- 
ber of  letters  and  telegrams  between  this  department  and  C.  A.  Prouty,  di- 
rector of  service  in  the  United  States  railroad  administration,  we  were  ad- 
vised 'by  him  that  a  scale  of  wood  rates  had  been  authorized  under  his  mini 
•  •  published  on  one  day's  notice,  but  there  was  nothing  in  his 
letter  stating  how  the  proposed  scale  would  be  applied  to  a  haul  in  \\hirh 
two  or  three  roads  would  be  involved. 

y  has  been  received  by  tin-  Twin  <  i;y  Traffic  Committee 
and  r  of  rates  authorized  therein  will  be  published  as  quickly  as 

Mriffs  can  be  printed,  and  we  are  devised  by  telephone  today,  by  the  sec- 
retary of  the  committee,  that  the  rates  would  apply  on  shipments  moved 
over  either  one  or  two  lines  of  road  und< T  federal  control,  on  the  basis  of 
continuous  mileage. 
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As  we  have  not  yet  received  any  confirmation  of  this  statement  we  can- 
not, of  course,  vouch  for  its  correctness,  but  if  it  is  correct  it  will  mean  a 
material  reduction  in  the  wood  rates. 

If  we  might  offer  a  suggestion  with  regard  to  any  order  you  may  make 
on  wood  prices,  it  would  he  that  in  your  order  covering  the  subject  you 
word  your  price  scale  in  such  terms  as  to  make  the  price  plus  the  freight 
rate  from  point  of  origin  to  destination,  without  reference  to  what  the  freight 
rate  may  'be,  unless  we  can  furnish  you  with  a  tariff  scale  before  you  are 
ready  to  issue  your  order. 

Yours  very  truly, 

IRA  B.  MILDS, 

Chairman. 
October  30,  1918. 

Judge    J.    F.    MoGee,    Federal    Fuel    Administrator    for    Minnesota,    Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

Dear  Judge: — In  response  to  your  request,  the  Railroad  and  Ware- 
house Commission  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  after  giving  notice,  held  a 
hearing  in  its  office  in  the  State  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  19 
and  20,  1918,  and  evidence  was  submitted  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
a  proper  price  for  fuel  wood  in  the  State  of  Minnesota.  A  large  representa- 
tion was  present  and  a  great  deal  of  evidence  was  submitted. 

The  Commission  has  attempted  to  recommend  prices  for  wood,  which 
are  hereinafter  stated,  but  does  not  feel  that  a  price  can  be  fixed  which 
will  be  an  incentive  to  the  producers  of  cord  wood  and  at  the  same  time 
place  the  price  to  the  consumers  of  fuel  so  that  they  will  become  con- 
sumers of  wood  in  place  of  coal.  The  present  wage  scale  and  demand 
in  other  lines  of  industry  makes  it  almost  prohibitive  for  the  cutting  of 
cordwood  on  any  large  scale,  and  under  the  present  conditions  the  only 
persons  who  will  cut  cordwood  for  fuel  will  be  the  settlers  on  the  lands 
on  which  there  is  standing  timber  and  which  the  settlers  desire  to  remove 
in  order  to  clear  up  their  lands. 

If  the  Fuel  Administration  of  this  state  desires  to  have  on  hand  in  the 
Twin  Cities  any  considerable  'amount  of  fuel  wood  for  emergency  pur- 
poses, this  Commission  believes  that  some  agency  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment or  state  government  should  immediately  proceed  to  see  that  the 
wood  is  cut  and  shipped  so  as  to  be  on  hand  when  required.  If  this  is 
not  done  by  governmental  agency  there  will  be  no  demand  for  fuel  wood 
until  the  coal  supply  is  exhausted,  and  the  consumer  asks  for  wood,  and 
then  it  will  be  too  late  to  supply  the  demands.  The  Commission  feels 
that  under  the  present  price  it  would  be  a  good  investment  as  an  insur- 
ance against  suffering  and  damage  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
state,  for  some  department  of  the  state  (if  it  has  the  authority  to  do  so) 
to  expend  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  procuring  cordwood  for  emer- 
gency purposes  and  for  distribution  to  such  of  its  citizens  as  are  unable 
to  procure  coal,  either  because  of  financial  stringency  or  the  lack  of  the 
coal  itself. 

According  to  the  testimony  presented  to  this  Commission  iby  the  tim- 
ber department  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  there  is  now  standing  on  state 
lands  in  he  northern  part  of  the  state,  millions  of  cords  of  wood,  which 
timber  has  heen  killed  by  a  parasite  or  by  forest  fires.  This  timber  is 
rotting,  and  there  is  a  vast  waste  of  good  firewood.  The  cutting  and  ship- 
ment of  this  wood  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a  possible  emergency,  would 
seem  to  be  very  desirable  at  this  time. 

The  Commission  has  made  a  study  of  the  evidence  presented  to  it 
relative  to  the  cost  of  cutting,  hauling  and  placing  upon  cars,  and  from 
the  evidence  so  presented,  a  transcript  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed, 
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recommends  that  a  reasonable  price  for  cordwood  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  shipping 
point,  for  a  cord  containing  128  cubic  feet  cut  in  4-foot  lengths,  is  as 
follows: 

Tamarack   wood    $5.00  per  cord 

Mixed  wood,  containing  tamarack,  poplar,  jack  pine,  bass- 
wood,  ash,  elm,  and  other  soft  woods 5.00  per  cord 

Birch    6.00  per  cord 

Soft    maple    6.00  per  cord 

Oak   7.00  per  cord 

Hard   maple T.r.O  per  cord 

The  price  of  wood  at  point  of  destination  shall  be  the  price  f.  o.  b. 
on  car  plus  the  freight  rate. 

The  question  of  handling  and  delivery  of  wood  by  the  retail  yards  has 
been  gone  into  as  thoroughly  as  possible  by  this  Commission.  We  have  ex- 
amined a  number  of  dealers  and  obtained  such  other  information  as  possible, 
and  find  that  a  great  many  elements  enter  into  the  cost  Because  of  the 
lack  of  facilities  to  handle  wood  except  by  hand,  the  labor  cost  is  a  large 
item,  and  the  great  increase  in  wages  has  caused  the  cost  of  handling  to 
become  very  expensive. 

A  reasonable  charge  for  the  handling  in  the  Twin  Cities  would  seem 
to  be  tfle  total  of  a  number  of  separate  items :  There  is  the  unloading  from 
the  car  and  placing  in  the  retail  yard,  which  will  amount  to  $1.25  per  cord. 
This  operation  practically  requires  two  handlings  in  many  yards,  that  from 
the  car  on  to  truck  and  from  the  truck  to  the  piling  place  in  the  yard.  There 
is  also  included  in  this  the  expense  of  storing  the  woo4-  In  case  the  cord- 
wood  is  sawed  into  stove  lengths  there  will  be  an  additional  expense  of 
approximately  $1.45  to  $1.50  per  cord.  We  understand  that  independent 
contractors  are  sawing  wood  for  the  yards  at  $1.50  per  cord. 

The  cost  of  the  delivery  of  wood  has  advanced  remarkably,  due  to  the 
cost  of  teams  and  men.  It  also  is  high  because  of  the  fact  that  many  frac- 
tions of  cords  are  sold  and  delivered,  in  many  instances  as  low  as  one-fourth 
and  one-half  cord,  and  each  haul  costs  approximately  as  much  whether  it  is 
a  half  cord  or  one  or  two  cords.  A  fair  average  price  would  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1.50  per  cord  for  delivery.  In  addition  to  these  expenses 
there  are  the  necessary  office  expenses,  insurance,  taxes  and  general  over- 
head. These  items  including  a  reasonable  profit  to  the  retail  merchant, 
would  approximate  $1.00,  making  the  average  expense  for  handling  cord- 
wood  from  the  car  to  the  yard,  sawing  the  same  and  delivering  to  the  con- 
Mi  mer,  $5.25  a  cord.  In  case  the  wood  was  not  sawed  into  stove  lengths,  but 
sold  as  cordwood,  there  should  be  deducted  $1.50  from  this  expense  of  hand- 

The  Commission  does  not  feel  that  it  has  ih<>  evidence  before  it  to  war- 
rant  any  finding  a«  to  the  cost  of  handling  and  delivering  in  places  out- 
I,    We  find  from  inquiry  that  this  cost  depends  a  great 

deal  upon  local  conditions,  the  size  of  the  city  and  the  facilities  the  local 
man  haa  for  handling  the  product.     We  brlieve  that  the  local  fuel  admin 
in  a  much  better  position  to  ascertain  this  cost  for  their  sev- 
eral communities  than  this  Commission. 

What  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing  communication  r.  fers  exclusively 
to  seasoned  wood,  fit  for  immediate  consumption. 

Yours  very  truly. 

V  B.  MILLS, 

Chairman. 
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Up  to  November  30th,  the  time  of  closing  this  report,  the  fuel 
administrator  has  not  set  any  price  on  wood,  but  the  reduced  rates 
have  been  in  effect  since  November  20th  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  large 
amount  of  wood  may  be  brought  into  consuming  centers,  as  an  in- 
surance against  possible  fuel  shortage,  but  the  cost  of  wood  at  the 
producing  points  and  the  extremely  high  cost  of  sawing  and  de- 
livery in  the  cities  may  possibly  offset  some  of  the  advantage  gained 
in  the  rate  reduction. 

A-2373.  Application  of  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway 
Company  for  increases  in  its  rates — This  application,  filed  with  the 
commission  on  August  9th,  is  similar  to  those  filed  by  the  other 
small  lines  operating  in  the  state,  and  assigns  exactly  the  same  rea- 
sons for  asking  for  an  increase  in  rates ;  namely,  large  increases  in 
operating  costs.  An  examination  of  this  carrier's  accounts  bears 
out  the  allegations  contained  in  its  complaint. 

The  commission  designated  Monday,  August  20,  1918  as  the  date 
for  hearing  the  testimony  in  the  case,  by  an  order  issued  August  10,. 
1918,  and  pursuant  to  notice  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  at  the 
time  appointed. 

The  company  was  represented  by  R.  J.  Powell,  its  attorney,  "W.  C. 
Lacroix,  general  manager  and  F.  C.  Gerhard,  vice  president  and 
treasurer;  the  objectors  being  represented  by  A.  McCollum,  Deer 
River,  J.  Reigelsperger,  Deer  River  and  E.  C.  Finnegan,  Grand 
Rapids,  all  of  whom  offered  testimony  for  or  against  the  proposed 
increased  rates.  At  the  close  of  the  hearing  the  case  was  taken 
under  advisement  by  the  commission,  and  on  September  7, 1918,  the 
case  was  closed  by  the  promulgation  of  the  following  order: 


BEFORE  THE  RAILROAD   AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway 

Company  for  authority  to  maintain  the  increased  scale  of  rates  ordered 

in  by  the  Federal  Government  under  Order  No.  28. 

The  above  named  petitioner,  having  been  taken  over  by  the  'Director 
General  of  Railroads,  under  what  is  known  as  Order  No.  28  of  the  Director 
General,  was  ordered  to  increase  its  rates,  and  did  so  increase  the  same, 
and  filed  said  rates  with  this  Commission. 

Petitioner  having  been  released  iby  the  Director  General,  now  applies 
to  this  Commission  for  an  order  allowing  it  to  continue  the  rates  that  it 
'adopted  and  filed  under  said  Order  INkx  28. 

It  appearing  to  the  Commission  that  the  increase  in  operating  expenses 
and  other  items,  justifies  an  increase  in  the  rates  of  this  carrier. 

It  is  Ordered,  that  it  be  allowed  to  continue  the  rates  that  it  adopted 
under  Order  No.  28,  with  the  exception  that  the  minimum  of  $15.00  a  car 
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shall  not  apply  to  the  following  articles;    the  Director  General  by  subse- 
quent order  having  exempted  these  articles  from  such  order: 

Brick,  cement,  chert,  coal,  coke,  forest  products,  viz.:  Bark,  billets, 
bolts,  logs,  waste,  consisting  of  slabs,  sawdust,  shavings,  boughs,  edgings, 
listings,  hog  products,  shingle  tow,  broken  lumber  of  miscellaneous  widths 
and  lengths,  but  none  as  long  as  10  feet.  Wood,  cordwood,  fuel  wood,  and 
pulp  wood  (not  wood  pulp)  gravel,  ore  sand,  slag,  stone  (broken,  crushed  and 
ground),  sugar  cane. 

That  in  applying  said  rates  the  petitioner  is  to  dispose  of  the  fractions 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  Commission's  order  of  December  10,  1913, 
and  used  by  the  carrier  prior  to  June  25,  1918. 

This  order  is  effective  from  September  1st,  1918. 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St  Paul,  Minnesota,  this  7th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1918. 

E 

• 

A-i'375.  Application  of  the  Hill  City  Railway  Company  for  in- 
creased rates — This  is  a  similar  case  to  the  application  of  the  Min- 
nesota, Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Company,  as  the  Hill  City  Rail- 
way Company  is  to  a  large  extent  a  plant  supply  road,  the  stock 
being  owned  by  the  Armour  Packing  Company,  Chicago,  who  own 
and  operate  a  woodenware  plant  at  Hill  City. 

Conditions  on  this  line  are  substantially  the  same  as  are  the  con- 
ditions on  the  Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western,  except  that  the  earn- 
ings of  this  entire  line  are  materially  less. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  commission, 
;,iy,  August  30,  1918,  at  10:00  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  which  time  the 
ne  on  for  hearing  before  Chairman  Ira  B.  Mills,  the  com- 
pany being  represented  by  W.  W.  Manken;  no  other  appearances. 
A  statement  was  filed  by  Mr.  Manken  showing  the  greatly  in- 
creased operating  costs  and  a  deficit  for  the  calendar  year  of  1917 
; nt ing  to  $14,022.82. 

•  •r  hearing  the  testimony  offered  by  tho  representative  of  the 
I  Fill  City  Railway  Company,  the  case  was  closed  the  same  day  wln-n 
the  commission  issued  tin-  following  order: 


•«)KI-:    THK    RAILROAD    AND    WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION    OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  tho  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Hill  !\vay  Company  for 

ion  to  incn-asr  their  rates  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  rates  of 
Cla  im-reased  under  Order  No.  28,  issued  by  the 

ctor  General  of  Railroads. 
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The  Hill  City  Railway  Company  filed  an  application  on  August  12th  for 
permission  to  continue  in  effect  the  rates  as  increased  under  the  Director 
General's  Order  No.  28. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  by  the  Commission  to  be  held  in  its  office  in  the 
State  Capitol,  St.  Paul,  at  10:00  a.  m.,  Friday,  August  30th,  due  notice  of 
which  was  given  by  publication  in  the  "Hill  City  News,"  and  proof  of  such 
publication  being  furnished  by  the  company. 

The  case  was  heard  'by  Chairman  Ira  B.  Mills,  the  Hill  City  Railway 
Company  being  represented  by  W.  W.  Manken,  no  appearance  being  made 
by  any  interested  parties. 

The  statement  furnished  by  the  company  showed  greatly  increased 
operating  costs,  and  a  deficit  for  the  calendar  year  1917  of  $14,02i2.82. 

It  is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  Hill  City  Railway  Company  be  al- 
lowed to  continue  in  effect  the  tariff  made  effective  under  the  order  of  ttte 
Director  General  of  Railroads  with  the  modifications  as  to  the  minimum 
charge  per  car  shown  in  the  supplementary  order  of  said  Director  Gen- 
eral, covering  articles  exempted  from  the  $15.00  minimum  charge,  among 
them  being  various  forest  products. 

This  Order  to  be  effective  from  and  after  this  date. 

By  the  Commission, 

(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 

Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  August  30th  A.  D.  1918. 

A-2393.  Application  of  the  Minneapolis,  Northfield  &  Southern 
Railway  Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  freight  rates — This  is 
an  application  similar  to  the  petition  filed  by  the  Electric  Short 
Line  and  other  small  lines  for  increases  in  rates  along  similar  lines  to 
the  advances  in  rates  allowed  the  stronger  lines  under  the  director 
general's  order  No.  28. 

The  main  difference  is  that  the  applicant  in  this  case  is  a  gas- 
electric  road,  formerly  known  as  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Roches- 
ter &  Dubuque  Electric  Traction  Company,  or,  as  it  was  familiarly 
known,  the  "Dan  Patch  Line,"  operating  a  line  from  Minneapolis  to 
Northfield.  It  had  a  more  or  less  stormy  existence  and  was  event- 
ually thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  and  was  re-organized 
under  the  name  of  the  Minneapolis,  Northfield  &  Southern  Railway. 
It  was  never  taken  under  federal  control,  but  filed  an  application 
for  increased  rates  on  the  grounds  of  its  actual  financial  needs ;  and 
a  study  of  its  accounts  disclosed  the  information,  that  the  road  ac- 
tually lost  a  considerable  amount  of  money  during  1917,  while  be- 
ing operated  by  the  receiver. 

The  commission  set  the  case  for  hearing  on  Thursday,  October  3, 
1918,  at  10  .-00  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  due  notice  of  said  hearing  was 
given  by  publication  in  the  Minneapolis  Tribune  on  two  successive 
days. 
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The  case  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  date  appointed,  the  com- 
pany being  represented  by  M.  J.  Dooley,  its  general  superintendent 
and  E.  T.  Selmer,  general  freight  agent ;  there  was  no  appearance  by 
any  interested  person :  and  the  case  was  closed  when  the  commis- 
sion promulgated  its  findings  and  order  as  follows: 

BEFORE   THE  RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE    COMMISSION   OF   THE 
STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Minneapolis,  IXorthfield  and  South- 
ern Railway  for  authority  to  make  various  changes  in  the  rates  at  pres- 
ent in  effect  on  its  ilne. 

This  is  an  application  by  the  Minneapolis,  Northfleld  and  Southern 
Railway  Company  for  authority  to  increase  its  rates  to  the  level  of  the 
rates  authorized  by  the  Director  General's  Order  No.  28,  effective  June  25, 
1918,  applying  to  all  roads  under  Federal  Control.  This  entails  an  increase 
of  twenty -fm>  p»-r  cent  i  !'•"»%)  in  the  class  rates  and  various  specific  in- 

•  s  on  commodities. 

The  applicant  is  the  successor  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Rochester  & 
Dubuque  Electric  Traction  Company,  and  through  its  new  management  is 
endeavoring  to  rehabilitate  the  property  which  has  passed   through  a  re- 
rship;  and  in  order  to  do  so  it  is  necessary  that  additional  revenue  be 
secured  and  that  its  rates  be  on  the  same  level  as  roads  of  the  first  class. 
Hearing  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Commission  on  October  3rd,  of 
which  due  notice  was  given  by  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  the  Minne- 
apolis Tribune  on  two   (2)   successive  days. 

The  company  was  represented  by  M.  J.  Dooley  and  E.  T.  Selmer.  There 
were  no  appearances  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  changes. 

The  commission  finds  from  the  evidence  that  the  petitioner  is  entitled 
to  the  increase  in  rates  specified  in  this  order. 

It  is  Therefore  Ordered,  that  the  said  Minneapolis,  Northfield  and 
Southern  Railway  Company  be  allowed  to  file  a  tariff  naming  rates  in- 
creased by  the  same  amounts  as  named  in  Order  No.  28,  issued  by  the  Di- 
rector General  of  Railroads,  with  the  exceptions  made  to  the  application  of 
the  |15.00  per  car  minimum  charge  on  the  following  name  commodities: 
Brick,  manure,  cement,  ore,  chert,  sand  and  gravel,  coal,  slag,  coke, 
"  (broken,  crushed  and  ground)  sugar  cane,  water  (plain,  not  flavored 
or  phosph.-itf-d,  other  than  carbonated),  forest  products,  viz:  bark,  billets, 
bolts,  logs,  waste  consisting  of  slabs,  sawdust,  shavings,  boughs,  edgings, 
listings,  hog  produ-cts.  shinpl*-  to\v.  broken  lumber  of  miscellaneous  widths 
and  lengths  but  none  as  long  as  10  feet;  wood,  cord  wood,  fuel  wood  and 
pulp  wood  (not  wood  pulp),  and  that  the  fractions  shall  be  disposed  of  in 
the  in:iMwr  prescribed  by  the  order  of  the  Commission  of  December  10,  1913, 
and  shown  on  the  face  page  of  Exhibit 

By  the  Commission, 
(Seal)  A.  C.  CLAUSEN, 

Secretary. 
Dated  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  October  3rd  A.  D.  1918. 

A  J40S.  Rates  on  Lignite  from  North  Dakota  to  points  in  Min- 
nesota The  tnmbb-  experienced  by  th,  Lfl  of  this  state  dur- 
ing the  \vii  '17  1!»ls  jn  sccunn«_r  e<»;il  and  the  efforts  of  the 
Minnesota  commission  to  1  ;  moved  during  that  period  of 
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severe  winter  weather,  beginning  with  January  1,  1918,  along  with 
various  isolated  requests  from  points  in  the  state,  for  help  in  secur- 
ing the  publication  of  interstate  rates  on  lignite,  led  the  commis- 
mission  to  join  with  the  boards  of  North  and  South  Dakota  in  a 
campaign  to  secure  the  publication  of  through  rates  on  lignite  from 
the  mines  in  North  Dakota  to  stations  in  Minnesota  and  South  Da- 
kota, as  it  was  realized  that  the  winter  of  1918-1919  would  most 
likely  develop  a  serious  shortage  of  coal. 

Commissioners  Jacobson  of  Minnesota,  Murphy  of  South  Dakota 
and  Aandahl  of  North  Dakota,  being  in  "Washington  on  February 
13,  1918,  called  upon  the  railroad  administration  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  to  secure  the  publication  of  rates  on  lignite,  and  -were  advised 
by  Mr.  Chambers  that  he  would  write  the  roads  on  whose  lines  the 
mines  were  located  and  advise  them  of  the  result. 

As  no  definite  action  was  taken  the  commission  on  March  2, 
1918  suggested  to  the  North  Dakota  commission  that  a  conference 
be  held  between  representatives  of  the  three  state  commissions,  the 
lignite  miners  and  the  railroad  representatives.  It  was  arranged  to 
meet  at  Fargo,  N.  D.,  on  March  26th,  and  in  accordance  with  this 
arrangement  the  meeting  was  held  and  a  lengthy  discussion  took 
place. 

Both  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  representatives  offered  sug- 
gestions for  scales  of  rates  which  it  was  believed  would  move  con- 
siderable of  this  low  grade  fuel ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
carriers  stated  that  the  rates  would  be  checked  up  and  a  decision 
arrived  at  within  a  short  time. 

As  no  action  was  taken  the  commission,  on  April  llth,  wrote 
the  regional  director  who  promised  to  investigate  and  advise,  but  as 
no  answer  was  forthcoming  within  30  days  the  Minnesota  commis- 
sion arranged  for  a  meeting  of  the  rate  men  of  the  three  commis- 
sions, which  was  held  on  May  14th  and  a  scale  of  rates  was  agreec 
upon  for  each  state  to  present  to  the  director  general  in  Washington 

By  arrangement  with  Senator  Nelson  the  scale  proposed  by  the 
Minnesota  and  Dakota  commissions  was  presented  to  Mr.  Chambers 
in  person  on  May  2.7,  1918.  He  promised  to  have  the  matter  prompt- 
ly checked  up,  but  it  was  not  until  August  9th  that  a  tariff  was  is- 
sued naming  rates  on  lignite,  and  the  rates  were  so  high  that  i1 
would  not  be  possible  to  move  this  low  grade  fuel.  But  as  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  hope  of  securing  further  reduction  the 
matter  was  allowed  to  rest. 
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The  rate  expert  of  the  commission  had  been  receiving  copies  of 
special  rate  notices  from  the  railroad  administration,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 27th  received  one  of  these  notices  carrying  special  rates  on 
lignite  applying  between  points  in  Texas,  lower  than  the  scale  sug- 
gested by  the  commission  and  much  lower  than  the  rates  published, 
and  the  question  was  again  re-opened  by  a  letter  and  exhibit  to 
Senator  Nelson,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  Senator  McCumber  and 
C.  E.  Elmquist.  The  case  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  C.  A. 
Prouty,  and  on  October  26th  the  commission  received  a  telegram 
jisking  it'  the  Texas  scale  would  be  satisfactory,  which  was  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative. 

The  ultimate  outcome  of  all  this  agitation  has  been  the  publica- 
tion of  a  scale  of  rates  on  lignite,  applying  between  points  in  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota  and  Minnesota,  effective  November  20th, 
which  are  considerably  lower  than  the  rates  proposed  by  this  com- 
mission and  rejected  by  the  carriers. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  shortage  of  coal,  but  in  case 
citizens  of  this  state  desire  to  use  lignite  they  can  now  secure  it  at 
rates  low  enough  to  allow  of  its  free  movement. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

A-2166.  Application  of  Nagel  &  Leary,  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  for 
site  for  lumber  yard — On  June  (13,  1917  the  complainants  in  this 
case,  Nagel  &  Leary,  by  their  attorneys,  Pfaender  &  Erickson,  filed 
a  complaint  against  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company, 
alleging  among  other  things  that  the  railway  company  had  discrim- 
inated against  them  in  refusing  to  grant  them  a  site  on  its  right- 
of-way  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  coal  and  lumber  shed,  whil»> 
at  the  same  time  granting  sites  to  its  competitors  for  similar  indus- 
tries. 

The  complaint  was  duly  served  upon  the  railway  company  with 
an  order  requiring  it  to  satisfy  or  file  an  answer  within  20  days, 
and  to  serve  a  copy  of  its  answer  upon  the  complainant. 

An  answer  1><  in^  n-rrived  on  July  3rd  denying  the  relief  asked 
for,  the  con.  srt  th<>  case  for  hearing  for  Monday,  July  16, 

1917,  at  the  Dakota  Hotel,  New  Ulm.     On  July  13th,  however, 
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Messrs.  Pfaender  &  Kr'n-kson  asked  for  a.  postponement  for  one 
week  pending  an  amicable  settlement,  but  as  other  hearings  were 
scheduled  the  case  was  postponed  until  advice  was  received  from 
complainants'  attorneys. 

On  February  18,  1918  Messrs.  Pfaender  &  Erickson  filed  a  notice 
of  dismissal  and  the  commission  therefore  issued  an  order  dismissing 
the  complaint ;  the  case  being  closed  on  February  23,  1918. 
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TABLE    I 

MILKS    OF    MAIN    TRACK    AND    BRANCHES    OF    RAILROADS    IN    ALL 
STATES    AM)    MINNESOTA 


Name  of  Road 


Big  Fork  &  International  Falls  Railway  Co 34.52  3 j  .52 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Co 9,049.62  23.61 

Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Co It410.13  400  12 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Co 9,887.54        1,233.91 

Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Co 8,018.17 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Co 7,211.82  : 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Co 1,676.81  1:;  1  ti'.t 

Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  Railway  Co (Included  i  n  111.  CYnt  > 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Co 283.80  2S3  SO 

Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Co 403.25  392.76 

Duluth  &  Northeastern  Railroad  Co 61.75  61.75 

Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Co 1 19.25  1 19.25 

Duluth,  Rainy  Lake  &  Winnipeg  Railway  Co Included  in  D.  W.  &  P.) 

*Duluth  Union  Depot  &  Transfer  Co 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Co 170.50  168.60 

Duluth,  South  Shore  &  Atlantic  Railway  Co 571.81 

*Duluth  Terminal  Railway  Co 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Co .">  1 .10  54.40 

*Electric  Short  Lim>  Terminal  Co 

Great  Northern  Railway  Co 7,834.51        2,09s. 95 

Green  Bay  &  Western  Railway  Co 229.01  .45 

Hill  City  Railway  Co 17.50  17.50 

Illinois  Central  Railroad  Co 4,557.14  30.15 

Mason  City  &  Fort  Dodge  Railway  Co Included  in  C.  G.  W. 

*  Minneapolis  Eastern  Railway  Co 

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  Co 70.97  70.1)7 

Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway  Co 33.50  33.50 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad  Co 1,537.69  378.02 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Rochester  &  Dubuque  Electric  Traction  Co 52.51  51.V5  1 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Co.. 4,168.38        1,030.81 

*  Minneapolis  Western*  Railway  Co 

Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway  Co 17.87  17.87 

Minnesota  &  International  Railway  Co 194.38  1  !>  I  :;s 

Minnesota  &  Manitoba  Railway  Co Operated  b  y  C.  N.Ry. 

*  Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  Co 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co 6,463.98        1,021.71 

*  Rail  way  Transfer  of  Minneapolis 

*St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Co 

*St.  Paul  Union  Depot  Co 

*Spirit  Lake  Transfer  Railway  Co 

*Winona  Bridge  Railway  Co •  • 

Wisconsin  Central  Railway  Co •  • Included  in  "Son  Line" 

Wisconsin,  Minnesota  &  Pacific  Railway  Co '. Inoludrd  in  O.  (J.  W. 

Total 64,131.41        9,037.70 


Total 
Mileage 


Miles  in 
Minnesota 


Terminal  and  Transfer  Railways. 
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TABLE   I— Continued 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  YEARLY  CHANGES  IN  MILEAGE  SINCE  1862  IN 

MINNESOTA 


Year 

Miles 

Year 

Miles 

1862 

1000 

1889 

5  30307 

1863 

57.00 

isw 

'»  40'.»  1  1 

1864 

10000 

1891 

5  527  55 

1865 

210.00 

1892  

5,615.77 

1866 

315  00 

1893 

5  863  89 

1867.  .        

42'.i  (K) 

1894  

^  '.Hi!  43 

1868 

:»;n  no 

1895 

.r>  <><>()  7S 

1869 

7r,c,  no 

1896 

•r>  <)Q  i  ;$  i 

1870 

1,092  50 

1897  , 

r,  osr,  ;r> 

1871 

1  500  25 

1890 

r.  or,"  f,o 

1872 

1,90000 

1899  

c>  :{:is  37 

1873 

1,907  25 

1900 

6  794  68 

1874. 

1,947.25 

1901  

»i  '.i(.i3  t;3 

1875 

1,957  25 

1902 

7  165  93 

1876  .  .     

1,986.75 

1903  

7,250  01 

1877 

2,198  50 

1904 

7  467  21 

1878 

2  549  28 

1905 

7  791  85 

1S7<> 

2,941  33 

L000 

7  t»37  12 

1880 

3  099  32 

1907 

S  023  <)'» 

1SS1 

3,217  26 

1008 

S  Ids  3(\ 

1882 

3  332  93 

1909 

s  J73  nt 

1  sx3 

3,767  95 

1910  .  . 

s  t  ss  ">r, 

1884 

3  90S  98 

1911 

S  S14  2»> 

1  SS  "> 

4,226  42 

19  12  

S  SC.3  ">2 

1886 

4  368  36 

1913 

S  «)17  71 

1SS7 

4  871  04 

<)  00"  "7 

1888 

5  042  74 

1915 

S  (>51  ()") 

1916 

<»  101  MI 

1917  

'...(U7  70 

TERMINAL   AND   TRANSFER   RAILWAYS 


NAME  OF  RAILROAD 


Mileago  in 
Minm-sotn 


Duluth  Union  Depot  A  Transfer  Co. 

Duluth  Terminal  Railway 

' 
Minneapolis  Eastern  Railway 

ipolis  Western  Railway 

Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  Co 

Railway  Transfer  of  Minneapolis.  . . 
St.  Paul  Bridge  A  Terminal  Railway 
St.  Paul  Union  Depot  Co. ... 

Lake  Transfer  Railway  Co ... 
Winona  Bridge  Railway 

Total... 


Included  in 


is.',  Hi 
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INCOME  STATEMENT—  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1917 
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Closed  passenger  cars. 
Freight  cars  
Express  and  baggage  c 
Combination  cars  .... 
Work  cars  
Snow  plows  
Locomotives  —  electric 
Locomotives  —  steam.  . 
Miscellaneous  

Total  Equipment 

NAMES  OF  DIRECTORS  AND  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

OF  STEAM  AND  SUBURBAN  ELECTRIC 

RAILWAY  COMPANIES  AND 

EXPRESS  COMPANIES 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1917 


The  original  reports  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Railroad  and  Warehouse 
Commission,  and  are  open  for  public  inspection  when  required  by  interested 
parties. 
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BIO  FORK  &  INTERNATIONAL  FALLS  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

J.  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn January  8,  1918 

C.  W.  Bunn St.  Paul,  Minn January  8,  1918 

W.  H.  Gemmell Brainerd,  Minn January  8,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President J.  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn 

First  Vice  President C.  W.  Bunn St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary R.  H.  Relf St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Treasurer C.  A.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Comptroller H.  A.  Gray St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Auditor M.  W.  Downie Brainerd,  Minn. 

General  Manager W.  H.  Gemmell Brainerd,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer H.  E.  Stevens St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.  Name.  M.  W. 
Downie;  title,  auditor;  address,  Brainerd,  Minn. 

Note:  The  property  of  this  company  is  entirely  owned  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
Company.  As  it  does  not  connect  at  any  point  with  the  lines  of  that  Company  it  is  for  the  pre- 
sent operated  as  a  separate  property  making  its  own  report  to  the  Commission.  The  net  income 
from  operation  has  therefore  been  credited  in  account  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company. 


CHICAGO,  BURLINGTON  &  QUINCY  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration    of 

Term 

Louis  W.  Hill St.  Paul,  Minn Nov.  3,  1919 

Chas.  E.  Perkins Burlington,  la Nov.  3,  1919 

Frederick  H.  Rawson Chicago,  111 Nov.  3,  1919 

olivi-r  M.  Spencer Chicago,  111 Nov.  1,  1920 

Robt.  J.  Dunham Chicago,  111 Nov.  1,  1920 

Samuel  C.  Scotten Chicago,  111 Nov.  1,  1920 

Jule  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn Nov.       1921 

George  B.  Harris Chicago,  111 Nov.       1921 

Ralph  Budd St.  Paul,  Minn Nov.       1921 

Geo.  T.  Slade St.  Paul,  Minn Nov.  6,  1918 

Hale  Holden Chicago,  111 Nov.  6,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President Hale  Holden Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President C.  G.  Burnham Chicago,  111. 

K.  P.  Bracken Chicago,  III 

:,  sicicnt .  .  T.  S.  Howland  ...  «  hicago.  III. 

Vice  President W.  W.  Baldwin Burlington,  Iowa. 

Vice  President  Howard.. . .  Chicago.  111. 

Asst.  to  President  I     M.  Benedict 

Secretary 

Treasurer...  T.  8.  Howland ...  Chicago,  111. 

General  Counsel ..                                        ''    M    Sin-now  .111 

C.  I.  St     .  .  III. 

\.W.Newt  ...Chirac 

Gen.  Supt.  Motive  Power F.  A.  Torrey  Chicago.  111. 

General  Manager                                           '  CUofgo*  III. 

"maha,  Neb. 

General  Supenntendent .  F.  L.  Johnson. .  (ialcBburg,  111. 

(Jrnoral  SuporinU-ml.-Mt         .     .                         |{..l.t     Id-.-..  St.l...,m.  M... 

General  Superintendent                                 i     H.I  >Kton,  Iowa 

* 

General  Superintendent                                     r.  Young. . .  Alliance,  Nsb. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  thin  report  should  be  addressed.      Name,  C.  I. 

Sturgis;  title.  General  Auditor;  address,  Chicago.  Ill 
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CHICAGO  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Chas.  H.  Thorne Chicago,   111 October,  1919 

Clyde  M.  Carr Chicago,  111 October,  1919 

A.  A.  Sprague  II Chicago,  111 October,  1919 

E.  C.  Finkbine Des  Moines,  Iowa October,  1919 

John  Washburn Minneapolis,  Minn October,  1920 

Milton  Tootle,  Jr St.  Joseph,  Mo October,  1920 

John  A.  Spoar Chicago,  111 October,  1920 

G.  W.  Wattles Omaha,  Neb April  4,  1922 

E.  F.  Swinney Kansas  City,  Mo April  4,  1922 

S.  M.  Felton Chicago,  111 October,  1918 

Charles  Steel New  York,  N.  Y October,  1918 

]..  \V    Hurley Chicago,  111 October,  1918 

E.  A.  Cudahy Chicago,  111 -April  4,  1922 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President S.  M.  Felton Chicago,  111. 

First  Vice  President W.  L.  Park Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President J.  W.  Blabon Chicago,  111. 

Secretary J.  F.  Coykendall Chicago,  111. 

Treasurer J.  F.  Coykendall Chicago,  111. 

General  Counsel John  Barton  Payne Chicago,  111. 

Asst.  General  Counsel Ralph  M.  Shaw Chicago,  111. 

General  Auditor Con.  F.  Krebs Chicago,  111. 

General  Manager J.  A.  Gordon Chicago,  111. 

Chief  Engineer C.  G.  Delo Chicago,  111. 

Supt.  of  Motive  Power H.  C.  Eich Oelwein,  Iowa 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Con. 
F.  Krebs;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Chicago,  111. 
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CHICAGO,  MILWAUKEE  &  ST.  PAUL  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Poet  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration    of 

Term 

Walter  P.  Bliss New  York  City May,  1920 

A.  J.  Earling Chicago,  111 May,  1920 

Edw.  S.  Harkness New  York  City May.  1920 

Samuel  McRoberts New  York  City May,  1920 

John  D.  Ryan New  York  City .  .  May,  1920 

Donald  D.  Geddes New  York  City September,  1918. 

Wm.  Rockefeller New  York  City September,  1918. 

John  A.  Stewart New  York  City September,  1918. 

J.  Ogden  Armour Chicago,  111 September,  1919. 

Stanley  Field Chicago,  111 September,  1919. 

L.  J.  Petit Milwaukee,  Wis September,  1919. 

P.  A.  Rockefeller New  York  City September,  1919. 

H.  E.  Byram Chicago,  111 September,  1918 

John  D.  Ryan New  York  City May,  1920 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Addreas 

President H.  E.  Byram.. .  ,  .  .Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President H.  R.  Williams New  York  City. 

r  esident C.  A.  Goodnow Chicago,  111. 

R.  M.  Calkins Chirano,  111. 

Vice  President E.  D.  Sewall Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President D.  L.  Bush Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President H.  B.  Earling Seattle,  Wash. 

Vice  President C.  B.  Ferry New  York  < 

Secretary E.  W.  Adams Milwaukee,  Wi». 

Treasurer \    <•    1        ..is Chicago,  III. 

General  Counsel Burton  Hanson Chicago,  111. 

General  Solicitor H.  H.  Field Chicago.  111. 

••Her G.  .1.  Hunting Chicago,  III. 

Manager I.  T.  Cillick    ...  < 

Chief  Engineer C.  F.  Loweth Chicago,  111 

General  Superintendent W.  8.  Cooper Chicago,  111. 

General  Superintendent P.  C.  Eldndge Milwaukee,  Wis. 

General  Superintendent J.  H.  Foster Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Superintendent W.  B.  Foster Seattle,  Wash. 

;  Supr    M-.tiv  Power II    i:    Warnock  .  .  <   :      i^...  III. 

General  Tax  Agent A.  S.  Dudl.  >  v 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  G.  J . 
Hunting;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  Chicago,  111. 
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CHICAGO  &  NORTHWESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Marvin  Hughitt. .  ...  .Chicago,  111 April  13,  1920 

Win.  K.  Vanderbilt,  Jr New  York,  N.  Y April  13,  1920 

James  Stillman New  York,  N.  Y April  13,  1920 

Oliver  Ames Boston,  Mass April  13,  1920 

Richard  H.  Aishton Chicago,  111 April  9,  1918 

William  K.  Vanderbilt New  York,  N.  Y April  9,  1918 

Harold  S.  Vanderbilt New  York,  N.  Y April  9,  1918 

Cyrus  H.  McCormick Chicago,  111 April  9,  1918 

Chauncey  Keep Chicago,  111 April  9,  1918 

Chauncey  M.  Depew New  York,  N.  Y April  8,  1919 

Henry  C.  Frick Pittsburgh,  Pa April  8,  1919 

David  P.  Kimball Boston,  Mass April  8,  1919 

John  V.  Farwell.  .  Chicago,  111 April  8,  1919 

Edward  M.  Hyzer Chicago,  111 April  8,  1919 

Homer  A.  Miller Des  Moines,  la April  8,  1919 

Frederick  W.  Vanderbilt New  York,  N.  Y April  9,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

Chairman Marvin  Hughitt Chicago,  111. 

President .  . ' ' Richard  H.  Aishton Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President Samuel  A.  Lynde New  York,  N.  Y. 

Vice  President Hiram  R.  McCullough Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President Marvin  Hughitt,  Jr Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President Edward  M.  Hyzer Chicago,  111. 

Land  Commissioner Josiah  F.  Cleveland Chicago,  111. 

Tax  Commissioner Thomas  A.  Polleys Chicago,  111. 

Secretary John  D.  Caldwell Chicago,  111. 

Treasurer Arthur  S.  Pierce New  York,  N.  Y. 

General  Counsel Edward  M.  Hyzer Chicago,  111. 

General  Solicitor Carl  C.  Wright Chicago,  111. 

Comptroller Lewis  A.  Robinson Chicago,  111. 

Genera)  Auditor Charles  D.  BrandrirT Chicago,  111. 

General  Manager Samuel  G.  Strickland Chicago,  111. 

Chief  Engineer William  H.  Finley Chicago,  111. 

General  Superintendent George  B.  Vilas Chicago,  111. 

General  Solicitor William  G.  Wheeler Chicago,  111. 

General  Manager Frank  Walters Omaha,  Neb. 

Assistant  General  Manager Walter  J.  Towne Chicago,  111. 

General  Superintendent Chester  T.  Dike Huron,  S.  D. 

General  Superintendent Stanley  M.  Braden Norfolk,  Neb. 

General  Traffic  Manager Alexander  C.  Johnson Chicago,  III. 

Freight  Traffic  Manager Frank  P.  Eyman Chicago,  111. 

Assistant  Freight  Traffic  Manager Edmund  D.  Brigham Chicago,  111. 

Assistant  Freight  Traffic  Manager Henry  W.  Beyers Chicago,  111. 

General  Freight  Agent Samuel  F.  Miller Chicago,  111. 

Passenger-Traffic  Manager Charles  A.  Cairns Chicago,  111. 

Gen.  8.  M.  P.  &  Car  Depts Robert  Quayle Chicago,  III. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  L.  A- 
Robinson;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  226  West  Jackson  Blvd.,  Chicago.  111. 
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CHICAGO,    ROCK    ISLAND    &   PACIFIC   RAILWAY   COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

P.  G.  Ten  Eyck Albany,  N.  Y May  1,  1919 

Wm.  7..  Kipley Newton  Center.  Mass May  1,  1919 

James  Speyer New  York,  N.  Y May  1,  1919 

N    I.    Amster Boston,  Mass May  1,  1919 

J.  S.  Alexander New  York,  N.  Y May  1,  1919 

Chas.  Hayden New  York,  N.  Y May  1,  1919 

Beman  G.  Dawes Columbus,  Ohio May  1,  1919 

A.  C.  Rearick New  York,  N.  Y May  1,  1919 

Henry  Bruere New  York,  N.  Y May  1,  1919 

Nathaniel  French Davenport,  la May  1,  1919 

J.  E.  Gorman Chicago,  111 May  1,  1919 

J.  A.  Patten Chicago,  111 .  May  1,  1919 

F.  W.  Scott Richmond,  Va May  1,  1919 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Name  Official  Address 

President J.  E.  Gorman Chicago,  111. 

••sident A.  C.  Ridgway Chicago,  III. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Geo.  H.  Crosby Chicago,  111. 

Asst.  Secy,  and  Asst.  Treaa C.    Nyquist Chicago,  III. 

Assistant  to  President II.  M    Sln.-m Chicago,  III. 

:  Council M.  I,.  K,-ll Chirago,  111. 

Comptroller Frank  Nay Chicago,  111. 

General  Auditor W.  H.  Burns Chicago,  III. 

General  Manager C.  W.  Jones Des  Moines.  Iowa. 

General  Manager T.  H.  Beacom El  Reno,  Okla. 

Assistant  General  Manager A.  B.  Ransdell DCS  Moines,  la. 

Assistant  General  Manager H.  L.  Reed 1 .1  Ui-nc,  <  >kla. 

General  Purchasing  Agent F.  D.  Reed Chicago.  111. 

Oui-f  F.MKiru-er C.  A.  Morse Chicago,  111. 

General  Mechanical  Superintendent W.  J.  Tollerton Chicago,  111. 

Hupt.  of  (,    D    II :  i         kfo,  111. 

Freight  Traffic  Manager S.  H.  Johnson Chicago,  111. 

Manager L.  M.  Allen  <  hi™K«..  111. 

Real  Estate  and  Tax  Agent T.  J.  Newkirk Chicago.  Ill 

Transfer  Agent F.  A.  Smith  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Frank 
Nay;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  Chicago,  111. 


THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL,  REPORT 


CHICAGO,  ST.  PAUL,  MINNEAPOLIS  &  OMAHA  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Oliver  Ames Boston,  Mass April  19,  1919 

Samuel  Carr Boston,  Mass April  19,  1919 

Edw.  M.  Hyzer Chicago,  111 April  19,  1919 

James  T.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn April  19,  19 19 

William  K.  Vanderbilt New  York,  N.  Y. . .  April  14,  1920 

Frederick  W.  Vanderbilt New  York,  N.  Y April  14,  1920 

William  K.  Vanderbilt,  Jr New  York,  N.  Y April  14,  1920 

Chauncey  M.  Depew New  York,  N.  Y April  10,  1918 

Marvin  Hughitt Chicago,  111 April  10,  1918 

David  P.  Kimball Boston,  Mass April  10,  1918 

Harold  S.  Vanderbilt New  York,  N.  Y April  10,  1918 

S.  A.  Lynde New  York,  N.  Y April  14,  1920 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

Chairman  of  the  Board Marvin  Hughitt Chicago,  111. 

President James  T.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President Samuel  A.  Lynde New  York,  N.  Y. 

Vice  President Arthur  W.  Trenholm St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President Edward  M.  Hyzer Chicago,  111. 

Assistant  Secretary Charles  A.  Leggo Hudson,  Wis. 

Assistant  Secretary Samuel  A.  Lynde New  York,  N.  Y. 

Assistant  Secretary Arthur  S.  Pierce New  York,  N.  Y. 

Secretary John  D.  Caldwell Chicago,  111. 

Treasurer Arthur  S.  Pierce New  York,  N.  Y. 

General  Counsel Edward  M.  Hyzer Chicago,  111. 

General  Solicitor James  B.  Sheean St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Comptroller Charles  Jensch St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Manager Arthur  W.  Trenholm St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer Herman  Rettinghouse St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Superintendent Frank  R.  Pechin St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Supt.,  M.  P.  &  M John  J.  O'Neil St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Land  Commissioner Geo.  W.  Bell Hudson,  Wis. 

General  Traffic  Manager Hiram  M.  Pearce St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Freight  Agent A.  M.  Fenton St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Passenger  Agent Geo.  H.  MacRae St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Tax  Commissioner Thos.  A.  Polleys Chicago,  111, 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Chae. 
Jensch;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
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DUBUQUE  &  SIOUX  CITY  RAILROAD  COMPANY 
Operated  under  lease  by  the  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co. 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

C    II    Markham Chicago.."...  .  .October  17,  1918 

R.  W.  Goolct New  York,  NY October  17,  1918 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt New  York <  >rtobrr  17,  1918 

W.  A.  Harriman New  York,  N.  Y October  17,  1918 

R.  8.  L<  New  York October  17,  1918 

Chan.  A.  Peabody New  York October  17,  1918 

C.  M.  Kittle Chicago,  111 October  17,  1918 

Hurhank.  V       vi  October  17,  1918 

Philip  Stockton New  York,  N.  Y October  17,  1918 

J.  T.  Adams Dubuquo,  la October  17,  1918 

Walter  Luttgen New  York.  October  17,  1918 

<ie  Forest New  York,  N    V  October  17,  1918 

\uchincloss New  York October  17,  1918 

A.  R.  Loomis  ...  Fort  Dodge,  la October  17,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President C.  H.  Markham Chicago 

Vice  President W.  L.  Park Chicago 

Vice  President F.  B.  Bowes Chicago 

President C.  M.  Kittle Chicago 

Vice  President T.  J.  Foley Chicago,  111. 

Secretary  and  Assistant  Treasurer Miss  F.  E.  Couch Dubuau*.  la. 

Treasurer R.  E.  Connolly New  York 

Assistant  Secretary D.  R.  Burbank New  York 

Assistant  Secretary Hurt  A    M<-<  k    Chicago 

Comptroller \V .  1  >  Chicago 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  W.  D , 
Beymer;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  135  Park  Row,  Chicago. 


466  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

THE  DULUTH  &  IRON  RANGE  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

Thos.  Murray New  York,  N.  Y June   1919 

J.  H.  McLean Duluth,  Minn June,  1919 

Geo.  L.  Reia Duluth,  Minn June,  1919 

J.  A.  Farrell New  York,  N.  Y June,  1920 

H.  Johnson Duluth,  Minnesota June,  1920 

W.  J.  Filbert New  York.  N.  Y June,  1918 

F.  E.  House , Duluth,  Minn June,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President F.  E.  House Duluth,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President J.  H.  McLean Duluth,  Minn. 

Second  Vice  President J.  H.  Hoarding Duluth,  Minn. 

Asst.  Secretary  and  Asst.  Treasurer Thos.  Murray New  York,  N.  Y  . 

Secretary H.  Johnson Duluth,  Minn. 

Treasurer F.  C.  Marshall Duluth,  Minn. 

General  Counsel Davis,  Severence  and  Olds St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Solicitor F.  D.  Adams Duluth,  Minn. 

Auditor H.  Johnson Duluth,  Minn. 

General  Manager F.  E.  House Duluth,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer W.  A.  Clark Duluth,  Minn. 

Superintendent  Motive  Power B.  R.  Moore Two  Harbors,  Minn. 

Superintendent Thos.  Owens Two  Harbors,  Minn. 

Land  Commissioner L.  B.  Arnold Duluth,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should   be  addressed.     Name,   H 
Johnson;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Duluth,  Minn. 


DULUTH,   MISSABE  &  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Herman  L.  Dresser Duluth,  Minn February  5,  1918 

Elbert  H.  Gary 71  Broadway,  New  York February  5,  1918 

Edward  S.  Kempton Duluth,  Minn February  5,  1918 

David  G.  Kerr 71  Broadway,  New  York February  5,  1918 

William  A.  McGonagle Duluth,  Minn February  5,  1918 

William  J.  Olcott Duluth,  Minn February  5,  1918 

Geo.  D.  Swift Duluth,  Minn....' February  S,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Name  Official  Address 

President William  A.  McGonagle Duluth,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President William  J.  Olcott Duluth,  Minn. 

Second  Vice  President Pentecost  Mitchell Duluth,  Minn. 

Secretary Charles  E.  Carlson Duluth,  Minn. 

Treasurer Edward  S.  Kempton Duluth,  Minn. 

General  Counsel Davis,  Severence  and  Olds St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Solicitor Frank  D.  Adams Duluth,  Minn. 

Auditor Edward  S.  Kempton Duluth,  Minn. 

General  Manager William  A.  McGonagle Duluth,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer Herman  L.  Dresser Duluth,  Minn. 

Supt.  Motive  Power  and  Cars Charles  W.  Seddon Proctor,  Minn. 

Superintendent John  W.  Kreitter Proctor,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  E.  S  . 
Kempton;  title,  Treasurer;  address,  Duluth,  Minn. 
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DULUTH  fie  NORTHEASTERN  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Poet  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

J.   P.  Weyerhaeuser St.  Paul,   Minn June  6.  1918 

K.    M.    Weyerhaeuser Cloquet,  Minn June  6.  1918 

H.   C.   Hornby Cloquet,  Minn June  6,  1918 

J.   E.   Lynds Cloquet,  Minn June  5,  1918 

Hugo  Schlenk Cloquet,  Minn June  6.  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President R.  M.  Weyerhaeuser Cloquet,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President J.  P.  Weyerhaeuser St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary Hugo  Schlenk Cloquet,  Minn. 

Treasurer J.  E.  Lynds Cloquet,  Minn. 

C.onoral  Auditor H.  G.  Stevens Cloquet,  Minn. 

General  Manager H.  C.  Hornby Cloquet.  Minn. 

General  Superintendent Wm.  O'Neil Cloquet,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  H.  G 
Stevens;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Cloquet,  Minn. 


THE  DULUTH  &  NORTHERN   MINNESOTA  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 
Otcar  Mitrhfll   .  Duluth.  Minn.         .  Intil  Successor  is  elected 

R.  A.  Alger  Detroit,  Mich Until  Successor  is  elected 

F.  M.  Alger  Detroit,  Mich. ..  I  ntil  Successor  is  elected 

B.  W.  Arnold Alba  i.  Until  Successor  is  elected 

John  W.  Bayly..  Duluth,  Minn  I' n til  Successor  is  elected 


I'll I \CIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  AddreM 

i     R  \    ..-.-.    \    \ 

First  Vice  President 

8«ereUry..  John  W.  Bayly.  Duluth,  Minn. 

Trea*       i  i:     \     \  v  i  i  ><  -roit,  Mirh. 

Wuhburn. 

, 

II     '      •  Knife  Riv<  r.  Mmn. 

I   !   ,!,,.     Is-,:  lsi.il.-    ! 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  W.  K 
Brown,  title,  Asst.  Auditor;  address,  Dulutb,  Minn 
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DULUTH  UNION  DEPOT  &  TRANSFER  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Geo.  T.  Slade St.  Paul,  Minn June  20,  1918 

J.  M.  Rapelje St.  Paul,  Minn June  21",  1918 

M.  C.  Kimberly St.  Paul,  Minn June  20,  1918 

C.  L.  Nichols St.  Paul,  Minn June  20,  1918 

W.  H  .Strachan „ Duluth,  Minn June  20,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President M.  C.  Kimberly St.  Paul,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President G.  T.  Slade St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary R.  H.  Relf St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Treasurer C.  A.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Comptroller H.  A.  Gray St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  H.  A. 
Gray;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  Northern  Pacific  General  Office  Building,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


THE  DULUTH,  WINNIPEG  &  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

D.  B.  Hanna Toronto,  Ont April  15,  1918 

J.  D.  Morton Toronto,  Ont April  15,  1918 

Z.  A.  Lash,  K.  C.  L.  L.  D Toronto,  Ont April  15,  1918 

A.  J.  Mitchell Toronto,  Ont April  15,  1918 

R.  P.  Ormsby Toronto,  Ont April  15,  19 18 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Name  Official  Address 

President D.  B.  Hanna Toronto,  Ont. 

Vice  President Z.  A.  Lash Toronto,  Ont. 

Vice  President J.  D.  Morton Toronto,  Ont. 

Secretary R.  P.  Ormsby Toronto  ,  Ont. 

Treasurer L.  W.  Mitchell Toronto,  Ont. 

Auditor Julius  Sobbotta Duluth,  Minn. 

Auditor  of  Disbursements R.  S.  Gosset Toronto,  Ont. 

General  Manager M.  H.  McLeod Winnipeg,  Man.,  Can. 

Asst.  General  Manager J.  A.  Cameron Winnipeg,  Man.,  Can. 

Superintendent  Rolling  Stock S.  J.  Hungerf ord Toronto,  Ont. 

Superintendent I.  II.  McKinnon Virginia,  Minn. 

General  Traffic  Manager Geo.  H.  Shaw Toronto,  Ont. 

General  Freight  Agent Geo.  Stephen Winnipeg,  Man. 

General  Passenger  Agent R.  Creelman Winnipeg,  Man. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  J.  D 
Morton;  title,  Vice-President;  address,  Toronto,  Ont. 
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THE  DULUTH,  SOUTH  SHORE  &  ATLANTIC  RAILWAY  COMPAN* 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

I.  G.  Ogden Montreal,  Que 

A.  B.  Eldredge Marquette,  Mich 

Jas.  McNaughton Calumet,  Mich 

W.  W.  Walker Duluth,  Minn 

W.  A.  Bog New  York,  N.  Y 

John  W.  Sterling New  York,  N.  Y 

R.  Y.  Hebden New  York,  N.  Y  .  . . 

Geo.  H.  Church New  York,  N.  Y 

James  A.  Bloss New  York,  N.  Y 

Wm.  H.  Peck New  York,  N.  Y 

F.  H.  Perry New  York,  N.  Y 


When  their  successors 
shall  be  elected  and 
qualified 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Name  Official  Address 

President A.  B.  Eldredge Marquette,  Mich. 

First  Vice  President W.  W.  Walker Duluth,  Minn. 

Second  Vice  President Geo.  H.  Church New  York,  N.  Y. 

Secretary James  Clarke New  York,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer W.  J.  Ellison Marquette,  Mich. 

General  Counsel A.  B.  Eldredge Marquette.  Mich. 

Comptroller A.  E.  Delf Marquette,  Mich. 

Auditor F.  W.  Kemp Marquette,  Mich. 

General  Manager W.  W.  Walker Duluth,  Minn. 

Asst.  to  General  Manager E.  R.  Lewis Duluth,  Minn. 

Superintendent,  M.  P.  &  M J.  J.  Conolly Marquette,  Mich. 

General  Superintendent C.  E.  Lytle Marquette,  Mich. 

General  Land  and  Tax  Agent A.  E.  Delf Marquette,  Mich. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  A.  E. 
Delf;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  Marquette,  Mich 


DULUTH  TERMINAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 

N:uiiu  Post  Office  Address  'IVrm 

R.  Budd St.  Paul.  Minn..  \ 

J.  M.  Grubor  .  .  .  ....    «t.  Paul.  Minn.  .  

St.  I'liul.  Minn.  r,  111,   1918 

L.  E.  Katsenbach 9t,  Paul.  Minn.. . 

E.  C.  Lindl«-%  It  Paul,  Minn 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  KiflM  Official  Address 

President..  sr.  P.iul.  M 
Vice-President .  . 

Secretary..  .  St.  r.-ml.  M 
Trea*'i  '    ' 

nn 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  G.  R. 
Martin;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
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ELECTRIC  SHORT  LINE  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


Name 


DIRECTORS 
Post  Office  Address 


Wm.  Baden Kimball,  Minn 

Peter  Bergh Dawson,  Minn 

David  Burton Wheaton,  Minn 

Henry  F.  W.  Busch Miniu-upolis,  Minn.. .  . 

M.  S.  Carl Clara  City,  Minn 

A.  11.  David Minneapolis,  Minn..  .  . 

M .  K.  Fowler Minneapolis,  Minn 

F.  W.  Gratz Atwater,  Minn 

Philo  Hall Brookings,  S.  D .  . 

W.  E.  Hall Foley,  Minn 

W.  E.  Harrington Hutchinson,  Minn 

S.  H.  Hudson Benson,  Minn 

E.  D.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn. . .  . 

W.  L.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn. . .  . 

J.  G.  Maxwell Maple  Plain,  Minn  .  .  . 

Ole  J.  Nokleby Montevideo,  Minn. . . . 

Spurgeon  Odell Marshall,  Minn 

Victor  Peterson Atwater,  Minn 

J.  A.  Ridgway,  Jr Minneapolis,  Minn 

Ed.  Robertson Cqrrell,  Minn 

W.  J.  Ruddy Willmar,  Minn 

S.  Solverson Minneapolis,  Minn. . .  . 

Dr.  T.  J.  Trutna Silver  Lake,  Minn 

F.  E.  Wade Fairmont,  Minn 

Geo.  Waskey Madison,  S.  D 

C.  S.  Wilkey Grey  Eagle,  Minn  .... 


Date  of  Expiration  of 
Term 


When  successor 
is  elected 


Title 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Name 


Official  Address 


President  and  Treasurer W.  L.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President E.  D.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Traffic  Manager R.  C.  Jones Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary S.  Solverson Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Manager DeKoven  Hunter Minneapolis,  Minn. 


ELECTRIC   SHORT    LINE  TERMINAL    COMPANY 

DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address 


Date  of  Expiration  of 
Term 


E.  D.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn ] 

J.  E.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn [When  successor 

S.  Solverson Minneapolis,  Minn J     is  elected 


Title 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Name 


Official  Address 


President  and  Treasurer E.  D.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President J.  E.  Luce Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary S.  S.  Solverson Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed;  S.  Solverson, 
Secretary,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
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THE  GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

William  B.  Dean  .  .  . .  .St.  Paul,  Minn  .  . .  .October  8,  1920 

A.  Barton  Hepburn New  York,  N.  Y October  8,  1920 

Louis  W.  Hill St.  Paul,  Minn October  8,  1920 

Frederick  E.  Weyerhaeuser St.  Paul,  Minn October  8,  1920 

Ralph  Budd St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

Pierce  L.  Howe Minneapolis,  Minn October  10, 1918 

i  1  .  Nichols New  York,  N.  Y October  10,  1918 

Alexander  D.  Thomson Duluth,  Minn October  10,  1918 

L.  Emery  Katzenbach St.  Paul,  Minn October    9,  1919 

William  P.  Kcnnoy St.  Paul,  Minn October    9,  1919 

Erasmus  C.  Lindley St.  Paul,  Minn October    9,  1919 

Albert  L.  Ordean Duluth,  Minn October    9,  1919 


1'KINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

Chairman  of  the  Board Louis  W.  Hill St.  Paul,  Minn. 

President Louis  W.  Hill St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Assistant  to  President Ralph  Budd St.  Paul,  M : 

Vice  President K.  T.  Nichols1 New  York.  N.  Y. 

Vice  President W.  P.  Kenney St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President J.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President G.  R.  Martin St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President E.  C.  Lindley St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary-Treasurer L.  E.  Katzenbach St.  Paul,  Minn. 

;il  Counsel E.  C.  Lindley. .  .  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Comptroller G.  R.  Martin 8t.  Paul,  Minn. 

;il  Manager J.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Assistant  General  Manager ('.(>.  .T.-nks Seattle,  Wash. 

Assistant  Genera  I  M  F.  Bell St.  Paul.  Minn 

\ .11    II  ..'.-land St.  Paul,  Minn. 

R.  W.  Land  and  Tax  Commissioner Jas.  T.  Manor 81    l':iul,  Minn. 

Supt.  .,f  M'.tiv  Power A.  C.  Deverell St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Mechanical  Kncinorr St.  Piiul.  Minn. 

General  Superintendent I  Superior,  Via, 

General  8uperint<-n<l<nt  I     u  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

General  Sup-  '  iroat  Fall*.  Mont. 

.1     II    O'Nl  111  ft  .vtl.  .  Unsh. 

General  Supt.  Transportation W.  C.  Watrous  >t    Paul.  Mian. 
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GREEN  BAY  &  WESTERN  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

IMjrar  Palmer New  York,  N.  Y ..March  14,  1918 

Chas.  W.  Cox New  York,  N.  Y March  14,  1918 

Hlair New  York,  N.  Y March  14,  1918 

Wm.  J.  Wilson New  York,  N.  Y March  14,  1918 

H.-nry  II.  Taylor New  York,  N.  Y March  14,  1918 

J.  A.  Jordan Green  Bay,  Wis March  14,  1918 

F.  B.  Seymour Green  Bay,  Wis March  14,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President J.  A.  Jordan Green  Bay,  Wis. 

First  Vice  President Edgar  Palmer 55  Wall  St.,  New  York 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Cbas.  W.  Cox 40  Wall  St.,  New  York 

General  Auditor J.  C.  Thurman Green  Bay,  Wia. 

General  Manager F.  B.  Seymour Green  Bay,  Wis. 

Chief  P^ngineer F.  S.  Halladay Green  Bay,  Wis. 

Mechanical  Superintendent C.  W.  Dieman Green  Bay,  Wis. 

Superintendent C.  H.  Smith Green  Bay,  Wis. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.    Name,  J.  C. 
Thurman;  title,  General  Auditor;  address,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 


HILL  CITY  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


ORGANIZATION 

Name  of  Directors  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

George  B.  Robbins Chicago,  111 August  7,  1918 

F.  \V.  Ellis Chicago,  111 August  7,  1918 

F.  J.  Dec Chicago,  111 August  7,  1918 


OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President George  B.  Robbins Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President F.  W.  Ellis Chicago,  111. 

Secretary Chas.  J.  Faulkner,  Jr Chicago,  111. 

Treasurer F.  W.  Croll Chicago,  111. 

Auditor J.  W.  Stull Chicago,  111. 

General  Manager R.  J.  Hinkle Hill  City,  Minn. 

Assistant  Auditor Geo.  A.  Hankerson Hill  City,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Geo.  A . 
Hankerson;  title,  Asst.  Auditor;  address,  Hill  City,  Minn. 
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ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


ORGANIZATION 

Name  of  Directors  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 
His  Excellency,  F.  O.  Lowden,  Governor 

of  Illinois Springfield,  111 With  his  term  of  office 

Charles  A.  Peabody Now  York.  X.  V Lpril  20.  1921 

John  G.  Shodfl Chicago,  111 \t,ril  20,  1921 

Wm.  Avi'rill  Harritnan Harriinsiii.  \.  V April  20,  1921 

Wnlth.-r  LuttR.-n XYw  Yorr..   \     1  April  17,  W18 

John  W.  AucEincloai New  York,  X.  Y Vpril  17.  1918 

Robert  Walton  Goelet R    I April  17,  1918 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt New  Y..rk.  X    V \ptil  i«i.  1919 

Henry  M.  DeForest New  York.  N.  Y April  16,  1919 

Charles  H.  Markham Chicago,  111 April  16,  1919 

Robert  S.  Lovett N.-w  York,  X.  Y  \:        21,  1920 

J.  Ogden  Armour Chicago,  III April  21,  1920 

Philip  Stockton Boston,  Mass April  21,  1920 


OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President , . .  C.  H.  Markham. . .  ...  Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President W.  L.  Park Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President F.  B.  Bowes Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President C.  F.  Parker Chicago,  III. 

Vice  President C.  M.  Kittle Chicago,  111. 

Vic«  President T.  .1    !•'..].->• Chicago,  III. 

Secret^  D.  R.  Burbauk New  York,  N.  Y. 

Treasurer A.  J.  Wykes New  York,  N.  Y. 

General  Solicitor Blewett  Lee Chicago,  111. 

Coiiiptri.lli-r W.  D.  Hcyrm-r <  'hicago,  III. 

nger \  Chicau 

Chief  Engineer A.  S.  Baldwin «  hicago.  111. 

Assistant  to  Comptroller L.  A.  Harkncss. . .  «  hicago,  111. 

Gen.  A  .•  .    .  .  <  '    II     I  > •     •  .  '   •      .. 

1  :  (  'hirago,  III. 

General  Superintendent  M    I ' R.  W    I  Chicago.  III. 

Gen.  Supt.  Transportation I.  1'.  Port-  i!i.  1,1  <  hicago.  III. 

«    hirngo,   111. 

•n  l.in.-s.  .                        .1    .1    i  \>w  Orleans,  La. 
WI-MITM  I. HP                                u     - 

Freight  Traffic  Manager I ).  \v.  Longstrect.  ...  .Chicago,  111. 

Pasaenger  Traffic  Manager S.  G.  H  Chicago,  III. 

Land  and  Tax  Commissioner .                      W.  L.  Tarb-  •  *  hicago.  III. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addrewed.     Name.  ^     1  > 
Beymer,  title,  Comptroller;  address,  Chicago,  III. 
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MASON  CITY  &  FORT  DODQE  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post-Office  Address  Term 

J.  W.  Blabon Chicago,  111 September  18,  1918 

Luther  Drake Omaha,  Neb September  18,  1918 

8.  M.  Felton Chicago,  111 September  18,  191S 

Geo.  A.  Hormel Austin,  Minn September  18,  1918 

C.  H.  McNider Mason  City,  la September  18,  1918 

W.  H.  McCord Omaha,  Neb September  18,  1918 

OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President S.  M.  Felton Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President J.  W.  Blabon Chicago,  III. 

Secretary J.  F.  Coykendall Chicago,  111. 

Treasurer J.  F.  Coykendall Chicago,  111. 

Auditor Con.  F.  Krebs Chicago,  111. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Con.  F. 
Krebs;  title,  Auditor,  C.  G.  W.  R.  R.  Co.;  address,  C.  G.  W.  R.  R.  Co.;  Chicago,  111. 


MINNEAPOLIS  EASTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

F.  A.  Chamberlain Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

J.  H.  Foster Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

W.  H.  Norris Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

J.  T.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn May  21,  1918 

A.  W.  Trenholm St.  Paul,  Minn May  21,  1918 

A.  J.  Earling Chicago,  111 May  21,  1918 

E.  D.  Sewall Chicago,  111 May  21,  1918 

J.  B.  Shehan St.  Paul,  Minn May  21,  1918 

C.  A.  Leggo Chicago,  III May  21,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Name  Official  Address 

President F.  A.  Chamberlain Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President A.  J.  Earling Chicago,  111. 

Secretary-Treasurer J.  H.  Foster Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Counsel W.  H.  Norris Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Auditor C.  Jensch St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name,  Chas. 
Jensch;  title,  auditor;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

The  office  of  secretary  and  treasurer  is  held  by  the  same  person. 

EXPLANATORY  REMARKS 

The  total  mileage  of  main  line  owned  is  2.09  miles.     Of  this  amount  1.02  is  situated  in  East 
Minneapolii,  Minn.,  and  not  operated,  leaving  1.07  miles  of  operated  main  track. 
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MINNEAPOLIS  &  RAINY  RIVER  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

Frank  P.  Leffingwell Chicago,  111 October  10,  1918 

James  Stanley  Joyce Chicago,  111 October  It),  1918 

Thomas  Hume Muskegon,  Mich October  1<>,  1918 

F.  C.  Gerhard Minneapolis,  Minn October  K),  1918 

!  :irroix D«-.-r  Hiv«-r,  Minn October  10,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President Jame?  Stanley  Joyce Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President F.  C.  Gerhard Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary Frank  P.  Leffingwell Chicago,  111. 

Treason  r  F.  C.  Gerhard Minn,  apoli.*,  Minn. 

General  Counsel R,  J.  Powell Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Auditor 8.  8.  Ruth Deer  River,  Minn 

General  Manager W.  C.  Lacroix Drcr  HJV«T.  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer S.  D.  Patrick Deer  River,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  S.  S. 
Ruth;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Deer  River,  Minn. 


MINNEAPOLIS,  RED  LAKE  &  MANITOBA  RAILWAY   COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  ot 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

C.  A.  Smith Oakland,  Cal 

C.  J.  Johnson Minneapolis,  Minn 

C.  M.  Amsden Minneapolis,  Minn 

C.  8.  Pillsbury Minneapolis,  Minn.  .  . 

A.  Ueland Minneapolis,  Minn 

C.  C.  Wyman.  .  .  Minneapolis.  Minn.  .  . 

John  Ltn.l  Minneapolis,  Minn.  .  . 


May    7,    191S 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name 

President •  'nkland,  Cal. 

First  Vice  President  <     v     \  :!.  .Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary A.  Uelan.l .  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Treasurer L  L.  Molander  .  liemidji.  Minn. 

Attorney,  or  General  Counsel ' . .  A.  Ueland ...  Minneapolis.  Minn. 

General  Manager A.  L.  Molander.  Bemldjf,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name,  A.  L. 
Molander;  title,  General  Manager;  address,  Benudji,  Minn. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES 

General  manager  na.»  charge  or  an  departments. 
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THE  MINNEAPOLIS  &  ST.  LOUIS  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

Chas.  Hayden New  York,  N.  Y  ..  M:iv    1918 

F.  H.  Davis New  York,  N.  Y May,  1918 

F.  P.  Frazjer New  York,  N.  Y  .  .  .  .  May,  1918 

H.  E.  Huntington New  York,  N.  Y May,  1918 

F.  C.  Letts New  York!  N.  Y  .  .  .  .  ..May    1918 

J.  S.  Bache New  York,  N.  Y May,  1918 

F.  A.  Chamberlain New  York,  N.  Y May,  1918 

Newman  Erb New  York,  N.  Y May,  1918 

F.  E.  Kenaston New  York,  N.  Y .  .  May,  1918 

E.  V.  R.  Thayer New  York,  N.  Y. May,  1918 

W.  H.  Bremner Minneapolis,  Minn May,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President W.  H/Bremner Transportation     bldg,. Mpls. 

Vice  President F.  H.  Davis 25  Broadway  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

Vice  President F.  D.  Townsend Transportation  bldg.,  Mpls. 

Vice  President J.  S.  Bache 25  Broadway  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

Secretary A.  C.  Doan 25  Broadway  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

Treasurer F.  H.  Davis 25  Broadway  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

General  Counsel F.  M.  Miner Transportation  bldg.,  Mpls. 

Comptroller A.  E.  Smith Transportation  bldg.,  Mpls. 

General  Manager R.  G.  Kenley Transportation  bldg.,  Mpls. 

Chief  Engineer J.  H.  Reinholdt .'Transportation  bide.,  Mpls. 

Supt.  M.  P.  &  R.  S G.  W.  Seidel Transportation  bldg.,  Mpls. 

General  Attorney M.  M.  Joyce Transportation  bldg.,  Mpla. 

General  Land  and  Tax  Agent C.  F.  Foote Transportation  bldg.,  Mpls. 


MINNEAPOLIS,    ST.    PAUL,    ROCHESTER    &   DUBUQUE   ELECTRIC   TRACTION    CO. 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

Carlos  N.  Boynton St.  Paul,  Minn. . 

Aaron  Carlson Minneapolis,  Minn 


Herman  Wehmann Minneapolis,  Minn 

M.  H.  Boutelle Minneapolis,  Minn 

W.  J.  Morris Minneapolis,  Minn 


Until  successor 
is  elected 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Post  Office  Address 

Receiver C.  E.  Warner Minneapolis,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President C.  N.  Boynton St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Second  Vice  President W.  J.  Morris Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Auditor R.  J.  Towey Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  R.  J. 
Towey;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


RAILROAD   AND    WAREHOUSE   COMMISSION  477 


MINNEAPOLIS,  ST.  PAUL  &  SAULT  STE.  MARIE   RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

Minneapolis,  Minn May  21.  1818 

i:    A    Young St.  Paul,  Minn May  21,  1918 

W.  L.  Martn  Minneapolis,  Minn May  21.  1918 

Alfred  II.  Bright Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

H.  Lowry Mum. -apoli*,  Minn May  21,  1918 

Chas.  S.  Pillshury Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

0.  C.  Wyman Minneapolis,  Minn May  21,  1918 

Lord  Shaughnessy,  K.  C.  V.  O Montreal,  Que.,  Canada May  21,  1918 

R.  B.  Angus Montreal,  Quo.,  Canada May  21,  1918 

1.  G.  Ogden Montreal,  Que.,  Canada May  21,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Name  Official  Address 

President E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President W.  L.  Martin Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary G.  W.  Webster Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Treasurer C.  F.  Clement Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Counsel A.  H.  Bright Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Solicitor H.  B.  Dike Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Comptroller C.  W.  Gardner Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Manager G.  K.  Huntington Minneapolis,  Minn. 

E.  A.  Whitman.. .  .  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

I       \     I       .  !•  Minneapolis   Minn 

General  Land  Agent  Kill™ Minneapolis.  Minn 

Assistant  Comptroller     B.  Newhouse Minneapolis,  Minn 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:    Name,  C.  W. 
Gardner;  title.  Comptroller;  address,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
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MINNEAPOLIS  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 

Ralph  Budd St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

.T.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

L.  E.  Katzenbach St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

E.  C.  Lindley St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

Lewis  Penwell Helena,  Mont October  10,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President J.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President Ralph  Budd St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary-Treasurer L.  E.  Katzenbach St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Comptroller G.  R.  Martin St.  Paul.  Minn. 

General  Manager J.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer A.  H.  Hogeland St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Superintendent P.  L.  Clarity Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning" this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name,  G.  R. 
Martin;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


MINNESOTA  DAKOTA  &  WESTERN    RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

E.  W.  Backus Minneapolis,  Minn October  5,  1918 

Wm.  F.  Brooks Minneapolis,  Minn October  5,  1918 

R.  L.  Howe Minneapolis,  Minn October  5,  1918 

8.  W.  Backus International  Falls,  Minn October  5,  1918 

B.  G.  Dahlberg Minneapolis,  Minn October  5,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President E.  W.  Backus Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President S.  W.  Backus International  Falls, 

Minn. 

Vice  President B.  G.  Dahlberg Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary Wm.  F.  Brooks Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Treasurer Wm.  F.  Brooks Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Auditor Thos.  McLaren International  Falls, 

Minn. 
General  Manager S.  W.  Backus International  Falls, 

Minn. 
General  Superintendent F.  L.  Birdsall ..International  Falls, 

Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be   addressed.     Name,   T. 
McLaren;  title,  General  Auditor;  address,  International  Falls,  Minn. 
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MINNESOTA  &  INTERNATIONAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Ten  a 


J.  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn 

D.  C.  Shepard St.  Paul,  Minn 

Thomas  Cooper St.  Paul,  Minn 

Buna St.  Paul,  Minn 

\V.  H.  Gemmell Brainerd,  Minn 

E.  W.  Backus Minneapolis,  Minn 

W.  F.  Brooks Minneapolis,  Minn 


October  1,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President J.  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn. 

President C.  W.  Bunn St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Secretary R.  H  .Relf Bt.  Paul,  Minn 

Treasurer C.  A.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Auditor M.  W.  Downle Brainerd,  Minn. 

General  Manager W.  H.  Gemmell Brainerd,  Minn. 

Engineer H.  E.  Stevens St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  M. 
Downie;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Brainerd,  Minn. 


THE  MINNESOTA  &  MANITOBA  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address                 Dste  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Hector  BRX'  .  Minneapolis.  Minn  .......  I'ntil  Election  of  Successor. 

Clarenm  H.  child*.  .  .  .Minneapolis,  Minn  .......  Until  I  .loot  ion  of  Successor. 

David  I)    Knowl'  .Minneapolis,  Minn  .......  Tiitil  Election  of  Successor  . 

Chsa.  E.  Sanfor.l  Election  of  Successor. 

Ed.  W.  Hav  ;,,n  of  Successor. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 


NfflM  isl  Address      . 

President.  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Genr:  nn. 

Comptrf.ll-  r  i    D  Toronto,  Ont.,  Cs,n. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  J. 
Mort  address,  Toronto,  Ontario. 
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THE  MINNESOTA  TRANSFER  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Term 


L.  P.  Allen Chicago,  111. . .  . 

J.  A.  Gordon Chicago,  111 '. 

J.  H.  Foster Minneapolis,  Minn 

R.  G.  Kenly Minneapolis,  Minn 

G.  R.  Huntington Minneapolis,  Minn 

C.  W.  Jones Des  Momes,  la 

A.  W.  Trenholm St.  Paul,  Minn 

J.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn 

W.  T.  Tyler St.  Paul,  Minn 


June  12,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President J.  H.  Foster Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President A.  W.  Trenholm St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President H.  A.  Kennedy St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary F.  S.  Leavitt St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Treasurer E.  H.  Bailey St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Solicitor W.  H.  Morris Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Auditor F.  S.  Leavitt St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer Theo.  Simmerman St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  F.  S- 
Leavitt;  title,  Auditor  and  Secretary;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
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NORTHERN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY 

DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 

Name                                           Poet  Office  Addreea  Term 

Jul.-  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul.  Minn  April,  1919 

Lewis  Cass  Ledyard New  York  City  \pril.  1919 

J.  P.  Morgan Now  York  <    •  .  April,  1919 

Thomas  W.  Lament New  York  (V  April.  1919 

Charles  Steele NYw  York  <  April,  1919 

George  F.  Baker New  York  (  April,  1920 

Arthur  CurtiS  James \«-w  York  <  \pril,  1920 

Howard  Elliot New  York  City April.  1920 

!<• St.  Paul.  Minn  .                                April.  1920 

Williai     -                                                       \.  -A  ^  ork  <  Stj  \\- 

C.  Livingston NYw  York  <   .  •  •.  April,  1918 

George  F.  Baker.  Jr..  .                                    NVw  York  City  \pril,  1918 

Amos  Tuck  French  ...                                    N'ew  York  (V  April,  1918 

James  N    Hill New  York  «  April,  1918 

Payne  Whitney New  York  (V  April,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President Jule  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President George  T.  Slade St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Second  Vice  President James  G.  Woodworth St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Secretary Edward  A.  Gay New  York  < 

Treasurer Charles  A.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Counsel Francis  Lynde  Stetson New  York  City 

General  Counsel Charles  W.  Bunn  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Comptroller Henry  A.  Gray St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Manager J.  M.  Rapelje St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer. II    I  St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Mechanical  Superintendent H.  M.  Curry St.  Paul.  Minn. 

General  Superintendent C.  L.  Nichols St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Land  Commissioner Thomas  Cooper St.  Paul,  Minn, 

Tax  Commissioner M.  T.  Sanders St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Manager E.  C.  Blanchard Tacoma,  Wash. 

General  Superintendent A.  V.  Brown Livingston.  Mont. 

General  Superintendent I.  B.  Richards Tacoma,  Wash. 

Third  Vice  President  .  .  George  H.  Earle New  York  < 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name    H    A 
Gray;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


RAILWAY  TRANSFER  COMPANY  OF  MINNEAPOLIS 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 

Name                                    Post  Office  Address  Term 

Chas.  II  II  i      .-xdway,  New  York April  2.  1918 

\ 

Minni  ripnlm.   Mum  \ 

\v    H    Mr.  mn<  •  M  •'  \ 

F.  H.  Dt/rfa  ..April  2.  1018 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
Title  Nutnn  Official  Address 


\\    II    1  '.  • 
dent 
\     1      S  mi  1  1 

\j 

v      •.'.     , 

\j 

EJMJBE 

ndent                                             .J.  A.  Mo, 

M 

linn 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  shuold  be  addressed.          Name,    A. 
;  title.  Accountant;  address,  Ry.  Tfr.  Co..  Minneapolis. 
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ST.  PAUL  BRIDGE  &  TERMINAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

John  8.  Bangs St.  Paul,  Minn January,  1918 

Ker  D.  Dunlop St.  Paul,  Minn January,  1918 

Albert  R.  Fay Chicago,  111 January,  1918 

Wm.  Magivny St.  Paul,  Minn January,  1918 

F.  S.  Brooks Chicago,  111 January,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President William  Magivny So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President A.  R.  Fay Chicago,  111. 

Second  Vice  President F.  S.  Brooks Chicago,  111. 

Secretary A.  A.  McKechnie So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Treasurer J.  M.  Lindsay So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Auditor J.  M.  Lindsay So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Manager William  Magivny So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Superintendent S.  A.  Johnson So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  J.  M 
Lindsay;  title,  Treasurer;  address,  So.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


ST.  PAUL  UNION  DEPOT  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Adddress  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

D.  L.  Bush Chicago,  111 June  9,  1918 

J.  T.  Clark St.  Paul,  Minn June  9,  1918 

R.  Budd St.  Paul,  Minn June  9,  1918 

E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn June  9,  1918 

J.  M.  Hannaford St.  Paul,  Minn June  9,  1918 

S.  M.  Felton..  ,  .  .Chicago,  111 June  9,  1918 

Hale  Holden Chicago,  111 June  9,  1918 

W.  H.  Bremner Minneapolis,  Minn June  9,  1918 

A.  C.  Ridgeway Chicago,  111 June  9,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President .  .  E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President J.  T.  Clark St.  Paul.  Minn. 

Secretary Chas.  Jensch St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Treasurer E.  H.  Bailey St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Counsel M.  V.  Seymour St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer W.  C.  Armstrong St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Superintendent R.  R.  Auerbach St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Chas. 
Jensch;  title,  Secretary;  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
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SPIRIT  LAKE  TRANSFER  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  expiration  of 

Term 

F.  E.  House Duluth,  Minn June,  1918 

W.  J.  Olcott Duluth.  Minn...  June,  1918 

W.  A.  McGonagle Duluth,  Minn June,  1918 

Geo.  L.  Reis Duluth.  Minn June,  1918 

F.  D.  Adams Duluth,  Minn June,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President F.  E.  House Duluth.  Minn. . 

First  Vice  President Geo.  L.  Reis Duluth,  Minn. 

Assistant  Secretary Thomas  Murray New  York,  N 

Assistant  Treasurer Thomas  Murray New  York,  N.  Y. 

Secretary H.  Johnson Duluth,  Minn, 

Treasurer E.  8.  Kempton Duluth,  Minn 

General  Solicitor F.  D.  Adams Duluth,  Minn. 

Auditor H.  Johnson Duluth,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer H.  L.  Dresser Duluth,  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  H. 
Johnson;  title.  Auditor;  address.  Duluth,  Minn. 


WINONA  BRIDQE1RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post  Office  Address  Torm 


F.  B.  Seymour .  Green  Bay 

J.  C.  Thurman..  .Green  Bay.  Wis. 


W.W.Baldwin — »~ 

T.  8.  Howland Chicago, 

0.  I.  Sturgls Chicago, 


I-.. is 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name 

President W.  W.  Baldwin  !        nKton.  la. 

Vice  President. .  II  '  •  •  •  •  n  Bay,  Wi». 

II    i 

Wb. 


Hwld 
D.  Cunningham! 


Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Namr.  1!    r. 
Jarvi 
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WISCONSIN  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


ORGANIZATION 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Names  of  Directors  Post  Office  Addregs  Term 


E.  Pennlngton t Minneapolis,  Minn. . , 

J.  8.  Pillsbury Minneapolis,  Minn. . , 

C.  E.  Wales Minneapolis,  Minn . . , 

Alfred  H.  Bright Minneapolis,  Minn. . . 

W.  L.  Martin Minneapolis,  Minn. . . 

C.  T.  Jaffray Minneapolis,  Minn. . . 

J.  D.  McMillan Minneapolis,  Minn  .  . 

Leroy  W.  Baldwin New  York,  N.  Y 

Wm.  Irvine Chlppewa  Falls,  Wis . 

M.  H.  Ballou Menasha,  Wia   

G.  F.  Piper Minneapolis,  Minn  .  . 


October,  1918 


OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President A.  H.  Bright Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary G.  W.  Webster Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Treasurer C.  F.  Clement Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Counsel A.  H.  Bright Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Solicitor H.  B.  Dike Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Comptroller C.  W.  Gardner Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Assistant  Comptroller .  .  .  .  B.  Newhouse Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Manager G.  R.  Huntington Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Chief  Engineer E.  A.  Whitman Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Mechanical  Supt T.  A.  Fogue Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Land  and  Tax  Commissioner W.  H.  Killen Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Name  and  address  of  officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed 
Name,  C.  W.  Gardner;  title,  Comptroller;  address,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


WISCONSIN,  MINNESOTA  &  PACIFIC  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


ORGANIZATION 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  i  of  Directors  Post  office  Address  Term 

8.  M.  Felton . .  Chicago,  111 September  11,  1918 

J  W.  Blabon Chicago,  111 September  11,  1918 

John  H.  Rich Red  Wing,  Minn September  11,  1918 

Benjamin  Sommers St.  Paul,  Minn September  11,  1918 

C.  J.  McConvillo St.  Paul,  Minn September  11,  1918 


OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President. . .  S.  M.  Felton Chicago,  111. 

Vice  President J.  W.  Blabon Chicago,  111. 

Secretary J.  F.  Coykendall Chicago,  111. 

Treasurer J.  F.  Coykendall Chicago,  III. 

Auditor Con  F.  Krebs Chicago,  111. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name,  Con  F. 
Erebs;  title,  Auditor;  address,  Chicago,  111. 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  485 


MESABA   RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 
Name  Post-Office  Address  Term 

W.  P.  Chinn .Gilbert,  Minn. ...  January  8,  1918 

A.  B.  Coates Virginia.  Minn  January  8,  1918 

Howard  S.  Graham Philadelphia,  Pa  Januarys.  1 

Oscar  Mitchell Duluth.  Minn January  8,  1 

Philip  L.  Saltonstall    .  '       •         SiftM  Janus*- 

•t  W.  Watson.  ...  New  York,  N.  Y  January  8.  1918 

Chas.  A.  Duncan Duluth,  Minn  January  8,  1918 


PRINCIPAL  01 

Title                                                     Name  Official  Address 

Oscar  Mitchell Duluth,  Minn. 

Uatson.  .  .  N.  Y. 

•  iry Duluth.  Minn. 

Treasurer..                                          ..          !'    I.   Saltonstall  .    B     •    o,  Mass. 

-al  Counsel                          Oscar  Mitchell  D      .-h.  Minn. 

:al  Auditor .1    <  '    Bergeron  '»   rgii      .Mum. 

General  Manager !:    \\     i:             •  Yitdnia.  Minn. 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed.     Name,  Oscar 

Mitchell;  title.  President;  address,  Duluth.  Minn. 


THE   MINNEAPOLIS  &  ST.  PAUL  SUBURBAN   RAILROAD  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 


DOM 

Name 
Id  Goodrich 

1 
Post  Office  Address 

Minneapolis    Minn 

Inspiration  of 

\     M 

Minneapo!; 
Mil                            n 

January  18,  1918 

John 

.... 
•i.-ll.    . 

Mil  • 
EN     l':iul.  Minn 

•  I  :  i  \  «  [PAL  "i  I  I  < 


NaoM  i.lress 

I:  Minni'apoli-.  Minn. 

K.  w.  n  M 

S.-.-on<l  Vir.-  I'r,  ,,.|.  nt  \     M     !{,,)..  ri  s,,,,  M  :!.-,    .-IP    '.-.   M  •.!.!. 

Secretary  \    M     ! 

Treasurer  .....  I      \    <  '•••  l>> 

General  Counsel  .  .  W.  D.  II 

!  '  \' 

I      II    S,-,.»i,  1,1 

' 

\S      i 

.1     .1     (  ':nifi.  LI  M 

i  V 

OffiV.  •  ••  D.  J. 
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MINNESOTA   NORTHWESTERN   ELECTRIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Postoffice  Addrea  Date  of  Expiration  of 

Term 

Daniel  Shaw Thief  River  Falls,  Minn ] 

H.  W.  Protzeller Thief  River  Falls,  Minn [September  25,  1918 

D.  N.  Winton Minneapolis,  Minn ) 


GENERAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Postoffiee  Address 

President Daniel  Shaw Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President D.  N.  Winton Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary H.  W.  Protzeller Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

Treasurer Daniel  Shaw Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

General  Counsel Stanton  &  Rowberg Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

General  Auditor E.  M.  Schutt Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

General  Manager H.  W.  Protzeller Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

Mechanical  Superintendent W.  R.  Patterson Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 

Name  of  Officer  in  charge  of  correspondence  with  the  Commission  regarding  this  report, 
H.  W.  Protzeller,  Secretary  and  General  Manager,  Thief  River  Falls,  Minn. 


MINNEAPOLIS,  ANOKA  &  CUYUNA   RANGE  RAILWAY  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration 

Term 

Chas.  P.  Bratnober St.  Paul,  Minn 

F.  H.  Stevens 529  Palace  Bldg.,  Minneapolis, 

Minn 

A.  F.  Pratt Anoka,  Minn 

H.  H.  Stevens.  .  .% 529  Palace  Bldg.,  Minneapolis,         February  2,  1918 

Minn 

A.  E.  Appleyard Minneapolis,  Minn 

.1.  M.  Junge St.  Paul,  Minn 

A.  A.  Kranhold Anoka,  Minn 


GENERAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Post  Office  Address 

President Chas.  P.  Bratnober St.  Paul,  Minn. 

First  Vice  President J.  M.  Junge St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary H.  H.  Stevens Minneapolis,  Minn 

Treasurer F.  H.  Stevens Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Counsel Stevens  &  Stevens Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Auditor C.  A.  Bratnober Anoka,  Minn. 

General  Manager A.  E.  Appleyard Ashland,  Wis. 

Superintendent A.  A.  Kranhold Anoka,  Minn. 

Master  Mechanic G  .E.  Marander Anoka,  Minn. 

Comptroller T  .H.  Skonnard St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Name  of  officer  in  charge  of  correspondence  with  Commission  regarding  this  report,  C.  A. 
Bratnober,  Auditor. 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE)  COMMISSION  437 


ST.   PAUL  SOUTHERN   ELECTRIC  RAILWAY   COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Date  of  Expiration  of 

Name  Post  Office  Address.                                   Term 

Irving  Todd.  Jr Hastings,  Minn January  25,  1018 

an Hastings..  January  25,  1918 

Frank  W.  Finch. .  Hastings..                                       .      January  25,  1918 

T   H    Boaa  r  •.    [•land.  Mini                            '-..••._   .  1918 

B.  Scager Cannon  Falls,  Minn January  25,  1918 

A.  Hirschman Bl     i '.ml.  Minn  .  .  Janunr 

I      \    Brown  Hastings Jan  urn 

.   ,  Hastings,  Minn                            ...  .January  25.  1918 

M  KAL  OFFIC1 

Title                                                      Nam.-  Post  Office  AddreM 

Irving  Todd,  Jr.  Hastings,  Minn. 

President .  Otto  Aekei  man 

-.-iry C.  A.  Linkey.  :.nn. 

Treasurer.                                          C.  A.  Linkey li  .-•  :n»««.  Mum. 

General  Superintendent H    M.  LaBclle  .  Hastings,  Minn 

Name  of  officer  in  charge  of  correspondence  with  the  commission  regarding  thin  report 
LaBolle,  General  Superintendent,  Hastings,  Minn. 


THE  ADAMS   EXPRESS  COMPANY,   NEW  YORK 


DIRBCTOBfl 

Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  T.  rm 

William  M.  Barrett  ....  New  York,  N.  Y  .  \,      > 

Grant  D.  Cur'.  (  'hicago,  III. 

Cal.-l>  S.  SIM-II.-.T    .  fork,  N.  1 

" 


Alexander  .1     Hnuphill  ......  . 

I).  \..rtnn  N-  -     N 

I)     \:i.i«l.-rl,ilt.  Jr  \     N 


N  late  fixed 

PUI.NTIPAL  nFFK'ERS 

Nam.-  »1  AddrvM 

Win    Ml.  .  .New  Y..ti.    \    ^ 

Vir.-   I'n-i.l.-nt  JV,  I.  >     >,»  n.-.  r  (I,:,;,,-.    11! 

Vi.-.-  Pr.-,,,|,n!  ...  Chun:.-  .,(  TrHflir  |-:,|K.,r    M     \\.ll    >M 

!  S        ^ 

(:  i  ;,!,>>  1 ..!,,.  i  > 

(H-m-ralCniin-M-l    .  '•  -.'  !.i ..-.  HHIHT-  A :\   ,-.-,-..:.••.          \,-Hy,,fk!\  \ 

Grnrrnl    \<ihr..r  H.,,r\    D    I  in  in:»n  v  ,  ^ 

-  N 

II-  :   ••     I       il    .'  I 

QenenOMai    .        i  \.wYork  I>epf        «'l..-i-.    M  ,  -K  ,  -.  NtWYork.  N    N 

General  Manager  of  Foreign  !>•  i  •  '  Pnris,  France 

. 

I).  Fr«-«Mii:in;  titlf.  ^••n<-ral  :m«lit..r.  i.th-  .al  :i>l<lr«^Hi    \.  »    'i  ..rk.   \     ^  . 
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AMERICAN   EXPRESS  COMPANY 
INCLUDING  THE   NATIONAL  EXPRESS  COMPANY.) 

DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of  Term 

Geo.  C.  Taylor 05  Broadway,  New  York  .  .  .  . ) 

Frederick  1'.  Small 05  Broadway,  NYw  York 

i    Pratt 2<>  Broadway,  New  York  . . 

John  H.  Bradley 65  Broadway,  New  York 


When 

their  successors 
are  elected 


Cornelius  Vanderbilt 30  Pint-  St.,  New  York. 

J.  Horace  Harding 25  Broad  St.,  New  York. . 

John  G.  Mill. urn 54  Wall  St..  New  York.  .  ! 

James  S.  Alexander 31  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE HS 

Title  Name  Official  Add. vs. 

President Geo.  C.  Taylor 65  Broadway,  New  York 

1st  Vice  Prest.  in  charge  of  General.  .„    .Frederick  P.  Small 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Vice  Prest.  in  charge  of  Fin'l  Dept Howard  K.  Brooks 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Vice  Prest.  in  charge  of  Traffic Dixon  S.  Elliott 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Secretary Frederick  P.  Small 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Treasurer James  F.  Fargo 65  Broadway,  New  York 

General  Counsel Carter,  Ledyard  &  Milburn..54  Wall  St.,  New  York 

Comptroller Robert  Mundle 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Asst.  Comptroller .A.  R.  Marshall 65  Broadway,  New  York 

V.  Prest.  &  Gen.  Mgr.  Eastern  Lines. . .  .Robt.  E.  M.  Cowfe 219  E.  42nd  St.,  New  York 

V.  Prest.  &  Genl.  Mjrr.  Western  Lines. .  .C.  D.  Summy 23  29  W.  Monroe,  Chicago 

Genl.  Mgr.  Foregn  Depts Harry  Gee 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Dir.  Genl.  Foreign  Dept. — Europe Wm.  S.  Dalliba England — 11  Rue  Scribe, 

Mgr.  Dept.  of  Equipment  &  Supplies...  .Elisha  Flagg 210  E.  42nd  St.,  New  York 

Traffic  Manager Edwin  E.  Bush 65  Broadway,  New  York 

Officers  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name,  Robert 
Mundle;  title,  comptroller;  official  address,  65  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


GREAT   NORTHERN   EXPRESS   COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address          .  Date  of  Expiration  of  Term 

L.  W.  Hill St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

J.  M.  Gruber St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

W.  P.  Kenny St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

G.  R.  Martin St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

Ronald  Stewart St.  Paul,  Minn October  10,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

President W.  P.  Kenney St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Vice  President Ronald  Stewart St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Secretary L.  E.  Katzenbach St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Treasurer L.  E.  Katzenbach St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Comptroller G.  R.  Martin St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Auditor I>.  L.  Btenaeth St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Manager Ronald  Stewart St.  Paul,  Minn. 

General  Counsel E.  C.  Lindley St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Supt.  Traffic C.  II.  Quirmbach St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Superintendent F.  W.  Preston St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Superintendent I.  Warring Seattle,  Wash. 

Officers  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name,  G.  R. 
Martin;  title,  comptroller;  official  address,  St.  I'aul,  Minn. 


RAILROAD  AND  WAREHOUSE  COMMISSION  439 

NORTHERN   EXPRESS  COMPANY 


.1    M.  Hannaford 
<      \\     Bunn 



Gco.  H.  Earl . . . 


Title 

President 

Vice  President 

Treasurer..  . 
General  ' 

Comptroller 

Auditor 

Assistant  auditor 

( M'licral  Manager 

••rn  Division. 
Superii;'  n-rn  Division 


D1KKCTORS 


Post  Office 

ml.  Minn 

91      '  iul,  Minn. 

.  il,  Minn. 

\.  •  \  ork,  N    \ 
PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

-T    M.  Hannaford 

H.  H.  H.-lf. 

'       \    Clark 

...('.  W.  Bunn 

B.  A    dray 

!.      K      !'•;!:!:•  •' 

I :    \     <  )nslow 

C.  B.  Cooper 

u     3.  Hay.. 
U     \v    Ward... 


Date  of  Ex- 
tion  of  Term 
r  2.  1918 
1918 

.October  2.  1918 
- 


Official  Address 
nil,  Minn. 

il.  Minn. 

il,  Minn. 

.1!.  Minn. 

il,  Minn. 

il,  Minn. 

il.  Minn. 

•.il,  Minn. 

ml.  Minn. 

Portland,  Ore. 


nffirc-r  to  whom  correspondent-  ocnrorninR  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name.  H.  A.  Gray; 
title,  comptroller;  official  address,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


WELLS   FARGO  &   COMPANY,   NEW  YORK,   N.   Y. 


Name 

B.  D.  Caldwell 

F.  D.  Underwood..  . 

H    \V    dfl  Forest 
l:    I>ela6eld 

W.  A.  Harriman. 

H    I     Banttafton 

•:um..  . 
A.  Chi . 

• 


DIRECT" 

Post  Office  Addrr.' 

rk,N.1 

.   N     N 

i 

N 
\ 

\,-A    N    ... 
' 

Mewl 

Chicago,  i:: 

•  o,  Cal 
S:r  •-,  Cal 

!!'\l      .'I   1   K    1    Rfl 


Date  of  Expiration  of  Term 

<>r  10.  1918 
"••  r  10.  1918 
October  Id.  1918 

October  10.  1918 

October  10.  1918 

«  '     '         •  r    10.    1918 

,  i.  .,,>,.  •    10, 


ViM  Piwldnil 

• 

,.  , 

i 

H    li 
•       \\        •    •  kt..n 

••  r 

1       \ 

I  raffic  .  .  . 

'•«•  addrpMed: 
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WESTERN   EXPRESS  COMPANY 


DIRECTORS 

Name  Post  Office  Address  Date  of  Expiration  of  Term 

E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn October  30,  1918 

W.  L.  Martin Minneapolis,  Minn October  30,  1918 

C.  W.  Gardner Minneapolis,  Minn October  30,  1918 

H.  B.  Dike Minneapolis,  Minn October  30,  1918 

G.  W.  Webster Minneapolis,  Minn October  30,  1918 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

Title  Name  Official  Address 

Chairman  of  the  Board — President E.  Pennington Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Vice  President  in  charge W.  L.  Martin Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Secretary H.  B.  Dike Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Treasurer C.  F.  Clement Minneapolis,  Minn. 

General  Solicitor H.  B.  Dike Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Comptroller C.  W.  Gardner Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Auditor W.  H.  Plant Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada 

General  Manager W.  S.  Stout Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada 

General  Superintendent T.  E.  McDonnell Chicago,  111. 

Traffic  Manager W.  H.  Burr Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada 

Officer  to  whom  correspondence  concerning  this  report  should  be  addressed:     Name  W.   II. 
Plant;  title,  auditor;  official  address,  Toronto,  Canada. 


INDEX 


GENERAL  INDEX 


A 

Page 

ABANDONMENT  OF  STATIONS  AND  BRANCH  LINES 203 

Formal    Cases. 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway: 

Petition  to  abandon  its  line  between  (Northfield  and  Cannon 

Falls,  Minn 277 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad: 

Application  for  permission  to  abandon  the  station  of  Thomas, 

Minn 

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway: 

Petition  to  abandon  the  Pomroy  Branch 260 

Northern  Pacific  Railway: 

Application  for  permission  to  abandon  the  Miller  Branch  (be- 
tween Groningen  and   Quarry) . .     273 

ACCIDENTS,  RAILROAD,  IX  MINNESOTA 336a-336b 

ADDRESSES  AND  NAMES  OF  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STEAM 
RAILROAD    COMPANIES,     SUBURBAN     ELECTRIC     RAILWAY 

COMPANIES  AND  EXPRESS  COMPANIES 457-490 

Steam  Railroad  Companies — 

Big  Fork  &  International  Falls  Railway  Company 459 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company 459 

Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company 460 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  .  461 

Chicago  &  North  Western  Railway  Company 462 

rhicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company 463 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway  Compan  464 

Dubuque  &  Sioux  City  Railroad  Companv 466 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad  Company. ' 466 

Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway  Company 466 

Duluth  &  Northeastern  Railroad  Company 467 

Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Company  467 

Duluth  Union  Depot  &  Transfer  Company 468 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway  Company 468 

Duluth.  South  Shore  &  Atlantic  Railway  Compan.  469 

imluth  'IVnninal  Railway  Com  piny 439 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway  Company.  470 

Electric  Short  Line  Terminal  Company  470 

Great  Northern  Railway  Company 

Green  Bay  &  Western  Railroad  Coini>an\ . 
Hill  City  Railway  Company.. 

Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company 

\-  Fort  Dodge  Railroad  Com  pan  y  474 

Minneapolis  Eastern  Railway  Company 
Minneapolis  ft  Rainy  River  Railway  Company... 
Minneapolis.  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway  Com  pan  > 
Minneapolis  ft  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company 

Minneapolis,   St.   Paul.    !<•                 &   Dubuque   Electric   Traction- 
Company    . .  470 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  ft  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Compan  477 

meapolis  Western  Railway  Company 
Minnesota,  Dakota  ft  Western  Railway  Company 
Minnesota  ft  International  Railway  Company...  479 
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Minnesota  &  Manitoba  Railroad  Company 479 

Minnesota  Transfer  Railway  Company 480 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 481 

Railway  Transfer  Company  of  Minneapolis 481 

St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company. 4S2 

St.  Paul  Union  Depot  Company 482 

Spirit  Lake  Transfer  Railway  Company. 483 

Winona  Bridge  Railway  Company 483 

Wisconsin  Central  Railway  Company 484 

Wisconsin,  Minnesota  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company 484 

Suburban  Electric  Railway  Companies — 

Mesaba  Railway  Company   485 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Paul  Suburban  Railroad  Company 485 

Minnesota  Northwestern  Electric  Railway  Company 486 

Minneapolis,  Anoka  &  Cuyuna  Range  Railway  Company 486 

St.  Paul  Southern  Electric  Railway  Company 487 

Express  Companies — 

Adams  Express  Company 487 

American  Express  Company 488 

Great  Northern  Express  Company 488 

Northern  Express  Company 489 

Wells  Fargo  &  Company 489 

Western  Express  Company 490 

ANNUAL  REPORTS— 

Electric  Railways   10 

Engineering  Department 11 

Express  Companies — Statistics 427-443 

Grain  Inspection  and  Weighing  Departments 11 

Railroad  Companies  (Steam) — Synopsis  of 5 

Officers  and  Directors 457-490 

Statistics    337-426 

Railway  Lines  Operated  by  other  than  Steam  Power 10 

Railroad  Track  Scales 11 

Terminal  Grain   Scales 11 

Telephone  Companies'  Reports 11 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 11 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OPINIONS— 

Whether  the  state  is  liable  for  the  amount  of  United  States  war 
tax  imposed  in  connection  with  the  transportation  of  four 

automobiles  deliverable  f.  o.  b.  Minnesota  state  capitol 38 

The  Commission  is  not  authorized  to  give  a  surety  company  the 
right  to  use  any  other  form  of  receipt  in  handling  grain  than 

is  prescribed  by  section  4437,  G.  S.  1913 38 

The  definition  of  a  commission  merchant  is  any  person  who  may 
receive  for  sale  for  account  of  consignor  any  agricultural 

products  or  farm  produce 39 

Held — that  the  expenses  of  the  board  of  grain  appeals  may  be 

determined  by  the  Commission  when  approved  by  the  governor 

'  and  paid  without  further  approval.     Expenses  of  members  of 

the  board  of  grain  appeals  to  be  passed  on  by  the  Commission 

and  paid  only  on  its  order  and  audited  by  the  state  auditor 40 

When  wheat  is  transported  from  one  station  to  another  station, 
where  it  is  milled,  and  the  flour  is  then  transported  back  to 
the  first  station;  the  transportation  of  the  flour  is  not  within 
the  milling-in-transit  privilege  carried  in  the  railway  company's 

tariff  .  40 
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A  railway  company  cannot  require  the  signing  of  an  agreement 
to  assume  all  risks  as  a  prerequisite  condition  to  issuing  a 
pass  to  the  Commission's  signal  engineer  to  ride  on  freight 
trains  where  the  issuance  of  such  free  transportation  is  ex- 
pressly required  by  statute. . . .  41 

The  right  of  a  cab  company  to  solicit  business  within  a  depot 
under  an  exclusive  contract  with  the  railway  companies  when 
such  solicitation  is  forbidden  by  ordinance  considered 42 

When  through  an  error  on  the  part  of  a  state  weigher,  the  weights 
of  two  cars  of  grain  were  interchanged,  and  the  shipper  sub- 
jected to  a  loss,  such  loss  cannot  be  paid  out  of  the  grain 
fund,  but  an  action  can  be  brought  on  the  weigher's  bond 44 

Where  a  two-line  route  between  two  stations  is  shorter  than  a 
single-line  route,  a  shipper  can  route  his  shipments  via  the 
two-line  route,  but  the  single-line  road  is  not  required  to 
meet  the  cheaper  rate  applicable  to  the  two-line  route 45 

Unclaimed  baggage  can  be  sold  by  a  railway  company  after  ninety 

days  have  elapsed  after  the  charges  have  become  due 46 

The  time  a  switchman  was  required  to  be  on  duty  was  held  to  be 

in  violation  of  the  federal  hours  of  service  law. . .  46 

The  salary  of  a  state  deputy  grain  inspector  is  not  subject  to  levy 

while  in  the  possession  of  the  state 47 

The  right  of  a  purchaser  of  grain  to  have  the  same  reinspected, 

considered  50 

APPEALS  TO  COURTS  ON  ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION— Status 

of  court  cases 12 

B 
BRANCH  LINES— Abandonment  of  (see  Abandonment) . .  .  203 


CAR  SERVICE  AND  SHORTAGE 14 

CLAIMS  AND  OVERCHARGES 14 

CLEARANCE   LAW— Violations   of 213 

CLEARANCE  LAW— Application  for  relief  from...  187 

Formal  Orders. 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway — In  construction 

of  platform  for  St.  Paul  Gas  Light  Co. .  211 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — In  construction  of  mono- 
rail magnetic  crane  at  Western  Crucible  Steel  Casting  Co.'s 
plant.  Minnr.-ipolis .  228 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway— In  construction  of  com- 
pany's coaling  station  at  Wells 219 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway— In  construction  of  track 
scale  shed  at  Century  Milling  Co.'s  plant,  Minneapolis 

Chicago  &  North-Western  Railway — In  construction  of  track  scale 
shed  at  Bay  State  Milling  Co.'s  plant.  \\  m 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad-  In  <  .instruction  of  loading  platform 
Curry  &  Whyte  nt 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— In  construction  of  addition  to  boiler 

house  at  Rice's  Point.  I  mint h.  216 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— In  construction  of  spur  track  for  Minne- 
sota Crushed  Stone  ('<>  Minneapolis.. 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— In  construction  of  spur  track  for  Union 
Match  Co.,  Duhn 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— In  construction  of  lead  track  under 

Mississippi  street  bridge,  St.  Paul  IK 
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COAL— LIGNITE— REDUCED  RATES   333 

COAL— SHORTAGE   16 

COMMISSION— ORGANIZATION  OF 10 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS— €OMT>LAINTS  AGAINST 207 

Formal  Cases. 

Lake  Sarah  Specialty  Farm,  by  F.  C.  Erkel,  vs.  Union  Hay  Co., 

Minneapolis   287 

P.  J.  Regan,  Clontarf,  vs.  Hubbard  &  Co.,  Minneapolis 289 

Thomas  McLaughlin,  Donnelly,  vs.  Hubbard  &  Co.,  Minneapolis. . . .  290 

W(m.  Arndt,  Delft,  vs.  Union  Hay  Co.,  Minneapolis 291 

CORD  WOOD— REDUCED  RATES  ON 325 

COURT  CASES— STATUS  OF 12 

CROSSINGS— DANGEROUS   205 

Formal   Case. 

Citizens  of  Wadena,  Minn.,  vs.  Northern  Pacific  Railway 285 


DEPOTS  AND  DEPOT  SERVICE: 189 

Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad — Lena 193 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — 

Kellogg   191 

Watson    190 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway — Ellendale 190 

Chicago  &  North-Western  Railway — 

Dudley    .' 189 

Taunton    192 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway — 

Angora    , 191 

Haley  193 

Great  Northern  Railway — 

Brevator  193 

Clara  City   192 

Dayton 192 

Hanley  Falls  190 

Leaf  River  191 

Milaca   193 

Minnetonka  Beach 193 

New  London   190 

Oak  Park  192 

Smith  Lake   192 

Wawina 193 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Saulte  Ste.  Marie  Railway— 

Almora 192 

Rosewood   191 

Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad— 

Emmons    193 

Hanley  Falls  190 

Waseca   190 

Minnesota  &   International   Railway — Guthrie 193 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — 

Dayton    192 

Coon  Creek   191 

Formal  Case. 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway— Redtop 228 
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ELECTRIC  RAILWAY  COMPANIES— ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF 10 

Statistical  tables  444-456 

ENGINEERING  DEPARTMENT  11 

Index  498 

EXPRESS  COMPANIES— ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF 10 

Statistical  tables  127-443 

F 

FORMAL  CASE  AWAITING  DISPOSITION 12 

Northern  Pacific,  Minnesota  &  International  and  Big  Fork  &  Inter- 
Falls  Railways  as  one  line  for  rate  making  purposes 12 

G 

GRAIN  CAR  SHORTAGE 14 

GRAIN    SHIPMENTS— RECONSIGNMENT    OF— BETWEEN    MINNE- 
SOTA POINTS    307 

GRAIN   INSPECTION   AND   WEIGHING  DEPARTMENTS— REPORT 

OF    ...       11 

L 

LIGNITE— REDUCED   RATES    ON 333 

LIVE  STOCK— CLASSIFICATION  AND  RATING  OF 296 

M 

MISCELLANEOUS — Express  service,  stock  scales,  sites  for  industries 

and  cutting  weeds 212 

Formal   Case. 

Nagel  &  Leary,  New  Ulm,  vs.  Minneapolis  &  St  .Louis  Railroad 

(Application  for  lumber  yard  site) 335 

O 

OPINIONS  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 38 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COMMISSION 10 

OVERCHARGES  AND  CLAIMS .       14 

P 

PLATFORMS  205 

PUBLIC  STORAGE  WAREHOUSEMAN  18 

R 

K AILROAD  ACCIl                 \    MI\\i:soT\  :36a-336b 

RAILROAD  COMPANIES  REPORTS— SYNOPSIS  OF  6 

Accumulated  profit  and  loss  balance. . 

Accumulated  surplus  8 

Capital  stock    . . 

Debit  and  credit  balance  carried  to  profit  and  loss. . . .                              7 

Dividends  paid  7 

Electric    railway  10 

I  11  ruled  debt 

Operating  revenues,  state  of  Minnesota  6 
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Operating  expenses,  state  of  Minnesota 6 

Operating  revenues  (net),  state  of  Minnesota 7 

Operating  revenues,  entire  lines 9 

Railway  lines  operated  other  than  by  steam 10 

Mileage — Main  line;   terminal  roads;   switching  roads 5 

Rentals  received   9 

Rentals  paid   9 

Taxes 9 

RAILROAD  TRACK   SCALES   REPORT 11 

RATES-CHANGES  IN  18 

RATE   CASES— REPORT    ON 293 

RATE  CASES  208 

Formal. 

Advance  in  soft  coal  rates — All  carriers 297 

Western  trunk  line  committee — Request  to  cancel  exceptions  on 

plate  glass  314 

Fifteen  per  cent  advance  in  freight  rates — Western  classification 

territory  299 

Reduced  rates  on  cord  wood — Petition  for 325 

Randall,  Gee  &  Mitchell  vs.  Great  Northern;  (Northern  Pacific;  and 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway  Cos. — Re- 
consignment  of  grain  shipments  between  Minnesota  points. . . .  307 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway — Rates  between  Head  of 
the  Lakes  and  stations  on  its  line  in  southern  and  western 
Minnesota,  via  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  through  the  'Twin 
Cities,  based  on  continuous  mileage 299 

Geo.  A.  Hormel  &  Co.,  Austin,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 

Railway — Excessive  rates  on  fresh  meats 312 

Northern  Pacific,  Great  Northern  and  Soo  Line  Railways — Reduc- 
tion in  lignite  coal  rates 333 

Northern  Pacific,  Minnesota  &  International  and  Big  Fork  &  Inter- 
national Falls  Railway  Companies  as  one  line  for  rate  making 
purposes  12 

Rating  on  live  stock  for  exhibition  purposes 296 

Reduced  passenger  rates  for  state  fairs — All  carriers 297 

Pepin  Pickling  Co.,  Winona,  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 

Railway — Commodity  rates  on  pickles 315 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  and  Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Rail- 
way Cos. — Request  for  advance  in  rates 317 

Virginia  &  Rainy  Lake  Co.  vs.  Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Rail- 
way— Reparation  for  overcharges  on  car  stakes. 298 

Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway  Company — Request  for  ad- 
vance in  rates 319 

Electric  Short  Line  Railway — Request  for  advance  in  rates 321 

Hill  City  Railway  Co. — Request  for  advance  in  rates 331 

Minneapolis,  Red  Lake  &  Manitoba  Railway — Request  for  advance 

in  rates  322 

Minneapolis  &  Rainy  River  Railway  Co. — Request  for  advance  in 

rates  330 

Minneapolis,  Northfield  &  Southern  Railway — Request  for  advance 

in  rates  332 

'Minnesota,  Dakota  &  Western  Railway — Request  for  advance  in 

rates  324 

St.  Paul  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway — Request  i'or  advance  in 

switching  rates  308 
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SCALES— RAILWAY  TRACK  AND  TERMINAL  GRAIN 11 

SIDE,  INDUSTRY  AND  SPUR  TRACKS 

Formal  Cases. 
Removal  of  Spur  Tracks — 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  Railway — 

Kasota 267 

Winnebago 263 

Luverne  261 

Duluth  &  -Northern  Minnesota  Railway — 14  spur  tracks 274 

Duluth,  Winnipeg  &  Pacific  Railway- 
Ray  (mileage  136.5) 249 

Arbutus-Kinmount   (mileage  58.6) .     251 

Peary-Central  Lakes  

Great.  Northern  Railway — 

Brickton   

Cass  Lake   257 

Clearwater    255 

Crookston 

Dale  Mine   258 

Erharts    256 

Hasty    268 

Sauk  Rapids   252 

Zimmerman    254 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railway — 

Paynesville    264 

Waukon    266 

Construction  of  New  Tracks — 

Chicago  &  North-Western  Railway — To  Farmers  Elevator  Co.'s 

coal  track  at  Sleepy  Eye 264 

Duluth  &  Iron  Range  Railroad — To  Federal  Consolidated  Min- 
ing Co.  at  Ajax  Mine ,  269 

Great  Northern  Railway— To  United  States  Bedding  Co.,  St 
Paul  

Northern  Pacific  Railway — To  G.  E.  Gee  Elevator  Co.,  Minne- 
apolis    245 

Northern  Pacific  Railway— At  Dower  Lake,  near  Staples 2  !:- 

SPUR  TRACKS  AND  BRANCHES— ABANDONMENT  OF  203 

STATIONS— ABANDON  M  KNT  OF   

STATISTICAL  TABLES— 

Steam  railroads 

Express  companies .  .427-443 

Suburban  .l.ctijo,  railways 1 1 4-456 

STOCKYARD  FACILITIES— 

Chicago  &  North-western  Railway — 
Balaton 
Kasson  206 

Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad — 

Mantorville  207 

Simpson  .  206 

Chicago,  St  Paul,  Minneapolis  ft  Omaha  Railway — 

Kanota  206 

Perth  .     206 

Truman  . .  M. .  :'"•'. 
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Great  Northern  Railway — 

East  Grand  Forks 207 

Salol  206 

Wawina    207 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Railroad— Viking. .... . . .  205 

Northern  Pacific  Railway — Flensburg 205 

STORAGE  WAREHOUSEMEN— REPORT   ON 18 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  COMMISSION. .  10 
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TRACK   SCALES— REPORT    ON 11 

TRACK   CONNECTIONS    204 

Formal  Cases.  . 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  and  Chicago  &  North- 
Western  Railway — At  Fairmont 281 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  and  Chicago  Great  West- 
ern Railroad— At  Cannon  Falls 283 

TRAIN  SERVICE   191 

Formal  Cases. 

Citizens  along  Reno-Preston  Branch  vs.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 

Paul  Railway    229 

Citizens  of  Clark  vs.  Duluth  &  Northern  Minnesota  Railway 233 

Citizens  of  Buhl  vs.  Duluth,  Missabe  &  Northern  Railway 237 

Citizens  of  various  towns  vs.  Electric  Short  Line  Railway 231 

Citizens  of  Browns  Valley  Line  vs.  Great  Northern  Railway 235 

Citizens  of  Duluth  vs.  Northern  Pacific  Railway 238 

TELEPHONE  DEPARTMENT— REPORT  OF 11 

TELEPHONE  DEPARTMENT— Index  499 

TERMINAL  GRAIN  SCALES— REPORT  ON..  11 


W 

WAREHOUSEMEN'S    AND    STORAGE   LAW— Workings    of    the    law 

and  names  of  the  companies 18 

WEIGHTS  AIND  MEASURES  DEPARTMENT— REPORT   OF..        ..11,  181 
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RAILROADS— 

Automatic    Block   Signals 32 

Given  expert  attention 33 

New  and  reconstructed 32 

Proposed  new  and  reconstructed 34 

Operated  in  Minnesota 35 

Broken   Rails   .  24 

Grade    Crossing    Devices — 

Location  of   32 

Inspection  of  36 

New  installations    36 

Proposed  installations   37 

Interlocking   Plants   25 

Closed  during  winter  season  1918-19 26 

Derailments  at  27 

Authorized  plants  given  expert  attention 28 

Authorized  plants  operated  in  Minnesota 29 

Condition  of,  reported  by  railroad  companies 28 

Reopening  of  plants  closed  during  winter 27 

Temporary  closing  down  of  plants 27 

Investigations  of  Steam   Railroads — 

M iscellaneous    22 

Special  

Inspection  of  New  Railroad  Lines 

Rails — Broken    24 

Valuation — 

Steam  lines   20 

Other  than  steam  lines : 21 

TELEPHONES— 

Co-operation  of  Telephone  Companies 

Exchange  Appraisal  of  Properties — 

Kandiyohi  Telephone  Co. — Kandiyohi 

LeRoy  Telephone  Co. — Adams  and  LeRoy 23 

Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Co. — 

Glenwood    

Tracy  

Wadena    

Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co. — Princeton 

Watertown   Telephone   Co. — Delano 

Labor    Cost    Studies 

Toll  Appraisal  of  Northwestern  and  Tri-State  Companies -- 
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ADVANCE   CHARGES— Collection  of 57 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OPINIONS  (Telephone  Department)— 

Chapter  152,  Laws  of  1915,  considered  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
telephone  companies  to  sever  existing  physical  connections, 
and  also  in  relation  to  the  procedure  to  have  such  connection 
re-established  48 

Minnesota  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  has  authority  to 
require  telephone  companies  to  install  sets  of  books  conform- 
ing to  Commission's  established  forms 167 

Telephone  companies  may  discontinue  physical  connection  under 
certain  circumstances  without  seeking  the  sanction  of  the 
State  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission;  Commission  may 
not  order  a  reconnection  without  prescribing  reasonable  com- 
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C 

COMPLAINTS  ON  SERVICE  RENDERED  (See  service) 72 

G 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  DEPARTMENT 51 

I 

INDETERMINATE  PERMITS    64 

Formal. 

Andrew  Davis,  Elk  River,  to  connect  with  Sherburne  County  Tele- 
phone Co 137 

INFORMAL  RULINGS    173 

INSTALLATION   OF   TELEPHONES 64 

R.  L.  Ott,  Albert  Lea 66 

Jens  C.  Peterson,  Arco 66 

H.  A.  Northrup,  Bemidji 65 

Frank  Salter,  Brainerd 65 
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P.   G.   Nelson,   Hanska 65 
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W,  H.  Neeb,  Lewiston 64 
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Ida  Rucker,  Oronoco 65 
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Dr.  D.  Hill,  Rockford 66 

Department  of  Education,  St.  Paul 65 
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PHYSICAL  CONNECTIONS   66 

Atwater  68 

Breckenridge    67 
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New  Germany 67 

Owatonna     66 

Thief  River  Falls 67 

Formal  Orders. 

Citizens  of  Heron  Lake  and  Brewster,  Minn,,  vs.  Northwestern 

Telephone  Exchange  Co.  and  Fulda  Telephone  Co 84 

Wabasha,  Minn.  Greenfield  Farmers  Telephone  Co.  vs.  Tri-State 

Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co 88 

Chandler,  Minn.  John  Sankey,  et  al.,  vs.  Woodgate  Telephone 

System  and  Edgerton  Telephone  Co 121 

Oakland,  Minn.  A.  L.  Buchanan,  et  al..  vs.  Interstate  Telegraph  & 
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Telephone  Exchange  Co 142 

PURCHASE  OF  TELEPHONE  PROPERTIES 68 

Formal  Orders. 

Princeton,  Minn.,  property  purchased  by  Tri-State  Telephone  & 

Telegraph  Co 76 

Northern  Minnesota.  Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Co. 

from  Tri-State  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co 109 

Southern  Minnesota.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.  from 

Northwestern  Telephone  Exchange  Co 109 

Waukon,  Iowa.  Tri-State  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.  from 

Standard  Telephone  Co 109 

Canby,  Minn.  Town  &  Country  Telephone  Co.  from  Canby  Tele- 
phone Co 123 

PERMITS  TO  OPERATE  IN  VILLAGES  AND  TOWNS..  64 
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RATES— CHANGES  IN 57 

Formal  Orders. 

Entire  state  of  Minnesota— Northwestern  and  Tri-State 146 

Adams   .118 

Albany                                                    106 

Altura    152 

Annandale    .  159 

143 

Blue  Earth  100 

Backus    120 

Benson  127 

Brownsdaln    !-<> 

Beltr  158 

Branson  156 

Balaton  160 

Bigelow  115 

82 

Chatncld 

Currie  160 
Dassel 

Delano  144 
Deer  Creek   . 


502  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
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Eden  Valley 147 
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change  Co 71 
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